Climate Change Assignment
Due: Thursday March 11, 2010
In discussion on Thursday March 4, we will be discussing the basics of climate change and the controversial debate on global warming.  The following Thursday March 11, we will be having an in-class discussion on your own views and opinions.  In order to have a meaningful conversation, it will be necessary for you to do some background research and be prepared to share your knowledge.  Remember class participation is part of your grade.   

Assignment: Research the basis behind climate change and the contribution of greenhouse gases to global warming.  I will assign you one of four greenhouse gases:

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) – Buchanan, Chelmowski, Dargan, Easton, Glazer, Grau 
Methane (CH4) – Hamilton, Huang, Karabon, Keegan, Knapp, Lee
Nitrous Oxides (NOx) –  Maglio, Marks, Mason, McCauley, McMahon, Myers
Halocarbons (a group of gases containing fluorine, chlorine, or bromine) – Ofstun, Scanlan, Schueller, Shen, Stine, Willig
After researching climate change and your assigned greenhouse gas, write a 2-3 page paper (double-spaced) on the topic.  This paper is worth 10% of your grade.  Please include a brief summary on global warming and your opinion on the topic, as well as how your greenhouse gas contributes to climate change.  You must use at least 3 sources and include these in a Works Cited page (page 3 or 4 of your paper).  Remember Wikipedia is not a source. 

The following links may be useful in your search:

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

http://www.ipcc.ch/
IPCC’s  Report on Climate Change 2007

 http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/syr/ar4_syr.pdf
United States Global Change Research Program

http://globalchange.gov/
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-Climate Change

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/
United Nations Environment Programme

http://www.unep.org/climatechange/
