ATM OCN 101 – SPRING 2010
DISCUSSION SECTION 304
SYLLABUS

TA: Courtney Obergfell

Discussion: Thursdays 2:25- 3:15 PM, Room 823 AOS

Office: AOS Room 1311

Email: obergfell@wisc.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays 1:30-2:45 PM, Tuesdays 2:45-3:45 PM, or by appointment
Discussion Website:  http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~aos101co

This website is your source for all due dates.  I will also post lectures after class, copies of homework assignments and other important links. 
Objectives:

This course is intended to complement Prof. Martin’s lecture. Many topics you learn here will not be covered in lecture, but they will help you understand the concepts taught in lecture, as well as provide for an additional understanding of weather and climate. Thus, it is important that you attend discussion every week! I hope to make this section as interesting as possible, so bring questions and comments to lab.  Also, if there is anything specific you’d like to learn more about, don’t hesitate to ask or let me know. 

Regarding my office hours: Please come to ask questions about homework and topics from our discussion section. If you can’t make the time I have allotted for office hours, just send me an email and we will try and meet at a time that works for both of us. Email is the best way to reach me!
Assignments:


There will be homework assignments approximately every other week.  There will be a climate change assignment in the middle of the semester that will require an in-class debate and short write-up that will be collected.  Also, students will be required to complete a case study that will be assigned towards the end of the semester.  
Late assignments will be accepted for half credit by Friday at 5pm.  After this point, no credit will be given.  If you know you are going to be gone, please turn the assignment in early. 
Weather Discussion: 

Students will be required to give a map discussion/weather briefing of approximately 5-10 minutes once during the semester.  Groups of two will each be assigned a week.  Briefings should consist of current weather using radar and satellite images as well as other pertinent weather data.  

Quizzes:


One cumulative quiz will be given approximately 5 weeks into the course and another after about 10 weeks (dates will be announced at least one week in advance).

Grading: Discussion Section is worth 25 % of your total AOS 100/101 grade (Lecture 75 %).  Points will approximately be as follows:


Homework Assignments 

     

40%

Case Study




 
20%
Quizzes





15%

Attendance/Weather Discussion


15%
Climate Change Debate/write-up


10%
IMPORTANT:  You will be allowed to miss one unexcused discussion section during the course of the semester.  However, any unexcused discussion section after your freebie will cost you half a letter grade from your final discussion section grade.  For example, if you have three unexcused discussion sections, one will be used as your freebie, while the other two will count against you (if your final discussion grade was an A, it would now be a B).  

Special Accommodations:

McBurney students who need special accommodations for quizzes or projects please provide an official visa from the McBurney Student Center to the TA by the end of the second week of class.

Class Schedule (subject to change):

January 21- Introduction
January 28- Observations and Station Models
February 4- Data Analysis (Contouring) 
February 11- Ideal Gas Law

February 18- Heat (Energy) Transfer

February 25- Radar and Satellites

March 4- Introduction to Climate Change

March 11- In-Class Climate Change Debate

March 18- Moisture and Atmospheric Stability

March 25- Severe Weather

April 1- SPRING BREAK! 
April 8- Atmospheric Forces
April 15- Thickness and Thermal Wind

April 22- Surface Cyclone Structure

April 29- Vertical Cyclone Structure

May 6- Material Wrap-up / Evaluations (LAST DISCUSSION)

WEATHER BRIEFING SIGN UP

(2 People per week)

February 4- 

February 11- 

February 18- 

March 4- 

March 11- 

March 18- 

March 25- 

April 8- 

April 15- 

April 22- 

April 29- 

May 6-
