Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, April 15th, 2009

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), Erin Wagner (Faculty Liaison), and 21 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:35 pm
· M. Sitkowski introduced Professor A. Desai

- A. Desai who is on the Faculty Qualifying Exam Committee with Michael Morgan and Ralf Bennartz discussed the issue that there are four home football games in September

- A. Desai asked how many grad students thinking of taking Qualifier and seven responded yes

- A. Desai asked about the last weekend in August as an option and all seven responded that that it is a good weekend to have it.

- A. Desai mentioned that the exam would still not be graded until October.

- N. Bassill mentioned that he was under the impression that this was already understood by the graduate students.

- A. Desai mentioned Faculty QE Committee to meet and decide


Footnote 1- committee sent email April 16th saying decided on first weekend in September as date and informational meeting to be held on April 21st at 4pm
5. New Business
· Due to late start new important business moved to earlier in meeting

· Constitution vote

-  Yes means accept new constitution

-  No means against new constitution

- secret ballot votes to be tallied by facilitator and if passed the constitution will be voted on again one more time at next meeting before it becomes official

· Faculty teaching award

- M. Sitkowski reminded everyone they should be voting on teaching award based on teaching only this year and on the enthusiasm of the nominator, and that people should try and remove all previous bias they might have

- M. Whernberg asked if the award is just based on the nominees teaching, B. Miretzky answered yes and asked for people taking the class for which the teacher was nominated for to speak their opinions

- S. Jaffe asked if the vote was based solely off the nomination paragraph and thoughts of people at the meeting and M. Sitkowski answered yes

- discussion on confusion that some thought that you could only vote for a nominee based on the class they taught that received the nomination and not other classes they taught during the year

- Some people including the curriculum committee who received the nominations thought it was just on a specific class

- constitution committee members clarified that there is nothing that says nominations should be based just a certain class, the only stipulation is that nominations should be based on the teaching of a faculty member during the year in question

- nomination committee looks just at the information they receive from nominators to make a decision of what candidates are viable enough to bring to the general membership and the general membership may have discussion on the nominees teaching during the year at the general meeting (D. Hartung, J. Beitlich, B. Miretzky, D. Henz, E. Wagner., T. Wagner all involved in this discussion)

- K. Holman should the paragraphs written about the nominees to the general membership and a secret ballot was taken with members allowed to vote for 0, 1, or 2 (all) of the nominees. Facilitator to announce results at a later time

2. Old Business
· 2 new faculty members… Larissa Back and Dave Turner

· Outreach Update

- L. Welhouse mentioned that has tried to reach Madison School District but has received no response

- L. Welhouse also mentioned that has one opportunity in mid-May to go to a school in Milton, WI and is attempting at organizing the GSA possibly giving a weather presentation there.

- E. Wagner stated that she recently acquired some new contacts that she would look into their interest in receiving outreach from the GSA

3. Officer Reports

a. Facilitator

· Faculty/Grad Summit idea

- Idea of summit is to get all graduate students and faculty together to discuss current issues
- Professor (Dept. Chair) J. Martin is interested in half-day long summit in fall so it includes new faculty

- K. Mozer, C. Obergfell, W. Ahue, L. Welhouse to lead new graduate summit planning committee

· Things to do for the rest of the semester

- Elections, new constitution voting
b. Faculty Liaisons (summary of last faculty meeting) 

- Faculty discussed the proposed grad/faculty summit idea and when to have it; no conclusion reached
- Awards ceremony still on 8th floor, with the idea that it will move somewhere nicer outside the building next year

- Summer course for those taking qualifier in works

- M. Whernberg. asked how long course would be, no complete answer known but thought was 2 hours a day for a couple days

- Teachers in AOS dept. would lead the course (specific volunteers were D. Vimont and S. Ackerman)

- would include question and answer style not just lecture

- B. Hoover pleasantly surprised considering how it might be construed as asking for what is on test

c. Ombudsman


- Not present

4. Committee Reports
· none
6. Announcements
· K. Holman- mentioned that P. Behling (IT manager on 11th floor) had idea of brown bag lunch once a month where different topics relating to things in the dept. like either research or professional development were discussed
- S. Jaffe thought this might be too much considering already busy schedules and other things going on in the dept.

- B. Miretzky and W. Ahue mentioned that this is already incorporated into the new 907 format which will have more openings in the fall then did this spring do to members of the department not graduating as much in the fall or having as much research done.

- N. Bassill thought that maybe this would be a good idea once a month instead of a regular 907

- K. Holman said she would bring these thought to P. Behling

- S. Jaffe mentioned that 650 next semester is really the old 575

- This surprised many members

- First weekend of farmers market on Saturday
7. Next meeting May 6th
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:24 pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
