Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, May 7th, 2009

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), Erin Wagner (Faculty Liaison), Brent Maddux (Ombudsman) and 20 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:32 pm
· Thanks to K. Mozer for baking cookies
2. Old Business
· C. Obergfell recapped GSA summit committee meeting with Professor Desai and faculty chair J. Martin
· discussed dates and topics for summit

· Discussed aesthetics, curriculum, welcoming students, student Webpage’s as topics for the summit. Other ideas to be brainstormed.

· Discussed renting a room for half a day and then having a bbq afterwards

· Decided on sept. 13th, which is a Sunday as a date

· Thought the more structured and more formal the better

· L. Wellhouse gave outreach update
-  going to talk to a few 6th grade classes in Milton on one day near the end of May about the weather
-  K. Holman, K. Mozer, S. Plachinski, B. Miretzky to go
· Awards update
- Congrats to all the grad students who received awards.
- No teaching award given this year since no faculty member received the required 2/3 percentage of votes (15/23). R. Bennartz received 12 and E. Deweaver received 10.
3. Officer Reports

a. Facilitator

· Colloquium committee
- Opening on colloquium committee
- sheet passed around to get names of people interested, facilitator to forward names to head of committee Professor A. Desai
· Qualifier committee should set up a meeting with the faculty qualifier committee
- Angel will send email out soon to find out who exactly is taking the qualifier
· WebPages for students like faculty WebPages on AOS website

- If interested and already have a webpage to link contact Shellie Rowe and she will attach your link

b. Faculty Liaisons (summary of last faculty meeting) 

- Geology and geophysics going to be geoscience and not geosciences
- Faculty also discussed summit on 13th – Professor G. Tripoli can not come

-  Topic of department seminar came up, faculty upset with attendance

- Department social discussed, faculty taking up collection to pay for some food

c. Ombudsman


- Nothing to report
4. New Business

a. Votes
- New constitution passes on second vote (21 yes, 0 no, and 2 abstain) – new constitution now official

- GSA meeting procedures passes as by-law to new constitution (22 yes, 1 no)


b. Elections

- B. Hoover asked what facilitator does; Matt answered what the constitution says on the duties of the facilitator
Facilitator nominees – K. Mozer and B. Hoover

- K. Mozer won 14 votes to 6 votes for B. Hoover with 3 abstentions (23 vote’s total)

Faculty Liaison nominees

- J. Beitlich won first liaison position with 14 votes; M. Whernberg received 11votes, K. Holman 9 votes, E. Wagner 7 votes, N. Bassill 5 votes. (23 votes total)

- Runoff between two top vote recipients besides J. Beitlich since there was no second candidate with a majority of the 23 votes cast. M. Whernberg wins vote for second faculty liaison position 13 votes to 10 votes for K. Holman.

Ombudsman nominees

- E. Wagner received 8 votes, B. Sulman received 7 votes, K. Holman received 4 votes, S. Jaffe received 2 votes, and L. Wellhouse received 1 vote. No majority recipient out of 22 votes cast (1 member left meeting before this vote)

- Runoff won by B. Sulman 11 votes to 10 votes for E. Wagner (21 votes cast, another member left before this vote)

New GSA officers recap
K. Mozer- facilitator

J. Beitlich and M. Whernberg- faculty liaisons
B. Sulman – ombudsman

- New officers to be with old officers as per constitution after semester ends
6. Announcements
· Department Social Wednesday May 13th at 7:00pm at Brocach Irish Pub on capital square
· Softball and summer following the meeting

7. Next meeting TBA
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:20ish pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
