Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, October 15th, 2008

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), and 23 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:35 pm
2. M. Sitkowski reviewed last GSA meeting

· Discussion of cost of printing thesis for dept. and whether necessary to inquire further- 

B. Hoover commented this policy not currently enforced. J. Rausch asked how many copies needed, tabled until future time.

· Website is up and running – thanks to A. Lang.

· Agreed with no dissent to post minutes on website to maintain transparency of organization.

3. Officer Reports


a. Facilitator
· Mentioned Mad race to occur this Sunday starting at 11:15am in AOS lobby a fun game for all grad students.

b. Faculty Liaison (summary of last faculty meeting)

· Faculty retreat to occur

· In process of hiring new faculty member (maybe even members)

· Faculty discussed idea of releasing avg. for each question. Four faculty for this, three against. This discussion and all qual discussion tabled to possibly next meeting when faculty qualifier committee char Galen McKinley to hopefully be present. This done even with objections by grad faculty liaison.

· Dept. given approval to teach second 100 section in spring. Details not finalized nor is there a professor available to teach. More information to come.

c. Ombudsman

· Not present

-Committee Break- S. Jaffe amazed by L. Welhouse ability to touch projector button with no help.

4. Committee Reports

b. Aesthetics
· Goals for semester

- B. Miretzky to clean his office

- Cleaning of exterior of building

- More working pencil sharpeners in classrooms

- More recycling bins for paper (especially in classrooms)

- Less clutter of non-used stuff in the classrooms

- Update lobby signage

- Dry erase boards in classrooms

- Make lobby more inviting

- Wider and left hand seats (separate ideas)

- Posters in classrooms

- Updating of poster in halls

- Map room / production studio, hopefully working to make use of it.

- Painting 811


a. Qualifier
· Ask for 3rd grader

· Ask for comment from faculty on whether grading standard to be enforced rigorously
· Whether there is a need for anonymous graders.

· Was decided to make list of different statements on paper to be voted on separately by each member of the AOS-GSA. Each statement that passes will be presented to faculty at next faculty meeting.
· Agreed if ok with current qualifier takers to send out comments both to all grads (along with qualifier guidelines) and to faculty

c. Curriculum

· Discussed need for 310 TA, either by splitting time between 330 and 310 or having separate 310 TA.

· Having a 452 lecture only credit option for grads, or a separate synoptic class for grads.

· 1 credit intro seminar for new grads 1 hour per week maybe even led by older grad student on common meteorology terms and definitions.

5. New Business
· None
6. Announcements
· Laser tag?

7. Next meeting to be middle of Nov. meeting date to be forthcoming in email

Meeting adjourned at 4:31 pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
