Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 823, October 30th, 2008

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), and 14 others.

Summary:


The purpose of this meeting was to vote on a motion created by the qualifying committee.  Nick Bassill presented the motion to the group and ballots were cast by all those in attendance.  Some people also voted early and their ballots were combined with those at the meeting. There was no other old or new business.  Kathryn Mozer make apple cake and it was tasty.  Below are the results from the motion.

Final Count for the Qualifier Committee Motion on Oct. 30, 2008


YES
NO
ABSTAIN

Have you taken the qualifier?
14
12
1

Do you approve the cover letter?
27
0
0

Do you approve the ‘Statements for Consideration’ number…
--
--
--

1
27
0
0

2
23
2
2

3
23
2
2

4
19
6
2
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20
7
0
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20
2
5

7
24
2
1

8
25
1
1

A total of 27 members voted (some early) on the motion presented at the Oct. 30th meeting.  Here is the breakdown for the % of yes votes.  All of the statements will be presented to the faculty in order of the greatest to least yes vote percentage. (Note: the table above uses the original order of the 8 statements as they appeared when you voted)

Statements for Consideration Concerning the Qualifier

Submitted by AOS-GSA Members 

1. The third grader is re-instituted when the deviation in the two grades given for a question is greater than 1.  100%   

2. An open line of communication is established between the graduate students and the faculty before the exam is given.   93%

3. Multi-part questions have percentage breakdowns associated with them so students have an idea how the question will be graded.   89%

4. Marginal passes are incorporated into the grading system beyond being part of the total average.   85%   

5. The grading system is modified to a six ‘zone’ system, allowing for a range of scores in increments less than 0.6.   85%



6. The Qualifier is offered twice a year.  74%

7.  The date of the exam is moved to a weekend before the first week of the Fall and Spring semesters (provided it is not a football Saturday).  74%

8. An optimal answer or list of key points for each question is supplied to the students when the grades are returned.  The identity of the graders is revealed so students can discuss the question with the grader for further clarification.   70%

Meeting adjourned at ~3:00 pm.

Minutes submitted by M. Sitkowski
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