Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, November 19th, 2008

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), and 21 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:31 pm
2. M. Sitkowski reviewed events since last GSA meeting (no minutes available for short voting meeting held on Oct. 30th, 2008)
· Quick voting meeting before Halloween
· Most people thought the voting process included the early voting was smooth and easy
· Results compiled and presented to faculty at last faculty meeting
· Progress to be discussed later in meeting by Nick Bassill

· Thanks for participating in Mad Race – possibly going to have another in the spring

3. Officer Reports


a. Facilitator
· Why GSA 

- Reading of objectives from AOS-GSA constitution by facilitator
- To be the voice of the AOS grad students

· Constitution
- Lacks details, idea proposed to have small group update and present to GSA for ratification sometime in spring
- Nick B. asked if necessary to also have faculty ratify it

-Sharon J. asked why this would be a problem

-Nick B. thought know that faculty has seen GSA actually do something it is beginning to have mixed feelings of GSA existence

- Brian M. mentioned that all constitutions undergo some revisions and not all of them please the original signors.

-general consensus was that the updates that are planned will not be problematic and faculty will be ok with them and that we do not need approval 

· ASM connection
- Matt S. met with representative (possibly grad rep.) of ASM who supported the AOS-GSA and said he hopes to maintain a connection between the AOS-GSA and ASM

· Webpage updated with minutes from all meetings

· For each GSA committee chairs will be selected to get the groups going on “forward thinking”

· Annual meeting of AMS in Phoenix

· 8 or so grads are going

· Matt S. hoping we can help man a UW-Madison booth at the career fair and during the week

· Gjis B. mentioned that normally SSEC has booth in expo. Area

· Dan H. suggested sending around a list for times that people are needed to man booth and getting grads to volunteer for those times

· Also, was suggested that hopefully faculty who are there can help

· School talks

· offering to give talks at schools related to different weather/climate topics as volunteers

· Interest put forth by some including Katie H., Amanda F., Brian M., Josh C.

· how should we get our name out

· Brian M. suggested that the campus has an outreach branch that would be good to contact http://www.education.wisc.edu/outreach/splash.asp
· http://www.ssec.wisc.edu/outreach/
· How should we honor Reid Bryson

- Funds available

- Everyone should think about for next meeting (Aesthetics discussed and presented later in the meeting)

b. Faculty Liaison (summary of last faculty meeting/ Qualifier report)

· Nick B. discussed how the GSA’s qualifier statements were presented at last faculty meeting
· Nick/ Erin failed to put issue on agenda even though faculty new it was to be discussed, Nick commented that it hindsight it was a mistake to not put on the agenda
· The faculty first decided that they would provide number of passes and high passes on each question to all qualifier takers
· after this Nick B. passes out statement sheet, Nick B. stopped by faculty in mid presentation

· Chair Jon Martin approached Nick B. sometime days after meeting asking if he could discuss the statement with the GSA qualifier committee

· At this time learned that faculty has been having email conversation about the statements

· Nick B. agreed to meeting that also included Jon Martin, Matt S., Kathryn M., Mark K., Brett H., Dianna N.

· Meeting went well overall, compromise on third grader to be involved if more then 1 point discrepancy, two qualifiers per year not feasible, ok with moving qualifier date up as long as know that grades should still be expected at a similar time (October)

· Vote – is the GSA ok with qualifier being moved to before semester with grades still given at same time of year – 22 yeas, 1 abstention, motion passed. Hopefully can discuss actual date at logistics meeting well before exam
· Chair Martin was surprised to learn about lack of communication or meetings before exam

· suggested possibly having student at grade meeting

· suggested having student on faculty qualifier committee who would remain anonymous to other grad students

· Feeling by Grads at this meeting was that this was intended to be the end of the conversation

· Matt S. wants to make sure this discussion does not end and wants the context of the statements to be expressed more clearly so the faculty does not interpret statements as demands.

c. Ombudsman

· Not present- baby duties
-Committee Break- 

4. Committee Reports

a. Aesthetics
· Chair- Sharon Jaffe
- suggested room 811 AOS be the Reid Bryson room
- talked about removing clutter
- Attempt to find out cost of materials
- What can the grads due themselves and what must be done by professional (Matt S. to ask around on this issue)

b. Qualifier
· Chair- Nick Bassill
- how long is appropriate till ask for answers to our responses to ideas discussed with Chair Martin, Matt mentioned that he will be presenting our thoughts and vote to Chair Martin in meeting to be held in near future
c. Curriculum

· Discussed need for 310 TA, possibly removing a TA spot from a different class
· Ideas tossed around about graduate synoptics and how to best teach beginning weather terminology to graduate students
5. New Business
· None
6. Announcements
· Colloquium suggestions are always welcome even if suggestions have not been used in the past
- Gjis B. mentioned how there are many constraints which may lead to a suggestion not being used

· Grad student input will be used to help decide new faculty, we will give our thoughts to current faculty

7. Next meeting to be after Winter Break in the meantime the committees should meet before that meeting and come up with some concrete plans.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:35 pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
