Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, October 16, 2009

Attendees: Kathryn Mozer (Facilitator), and 21 other members, Prof. Ankur Desai (faculty representative)

Meeting opened by Kathryn Mozer at 3:31pm.

1. Angel Skram

· Spring classes timetable is available from her in the office (she also passed out copies at the meeting).

· She will be working part-time from now on, alternating 3-day and 2-day weeks.

2. Faculty Meeting Update (Mark Wehrenberg)

· No Atmospheric Chemistry class taught by Pao Wang this spring due to sabbatical.  For regional atmospheric chemistry, students are suggested to take Tracy Holloway’s atmospheric chemistry class as a substitute.

· Department Seminar is to be largely student run.  Currently Prof. Dan Vimont is faculty member in charge.  Prof. Desai suggests that we form a Dept. Seminar committee to take charge, and have Prof. Vimont in a more “advisory” role (cc emails, etc.).

· Health benefits are changing (expanding) due to legislation passed over the summer.  Domestic partners can now be included under our student plans, opening insurance coverage availability to non-married and same-sex partners (if they don’t have an insurance plan offered through other channels).  Also, children can now be covered if they are not in school, and up to the age of 27.

3. Department Seminar (Dan Hartung)

· Dan H. and Katie have been the de facto student organizers of the Dept. Seminar, filling available slots for Fall semester.

· Toni is in charge of buying food, but WE are in charge of setting food out and cleaning up.

· Prof. Vimont should take an advisory role in the Dept. Seminar organizing (cc on emails) but not directly organizing. Our committee should consult and confirm this role with him before taking full control.

· GSA is to set up a Dept. Seminar Committee.

4. Colloquium Committee (Dan Hartung)

· In charge of inviting and organizing colloquium speaker visits, with the guidance of Prof. Ankur Desai.

· Overview of colloquium committee practices and procedures…

5. Student Outreach (Lee Welhouse)

· Appleton trip this Friday.

· Possible need of Spanish speaking outreach representative.  Contact Lee if you’re interested.

· Lee may need a replacement organizer during his absence to Antarctica over January and part of February.

6. Computer Programming Seminar  (Aronne Merelli)

· Beginning tomorrow (Oct. 17) and running every week on Thursday, except Thanksgiving, and ending on Dec. 10.

· Content, examples, and slides will be available online through the GSA website.

7. Welcoming Committee (Kathryn Mozer)

· Currently reworking the literature, specifically the different organizations within and related to the department.

· Working on a tablecloth for conferences.

· Angel Skram should make us aware of visiting students for the committee to help organize student meetings or assistance.

8. Other Committees (Kathryn Mozer)

· Committees that need to be formed:

· Aesthetics Committee

· Come up with proposals for what we can do now, and wishlist for consultation with faculty.

· Curriculum Committee

· Work with faculty curriculum committee to fill in the gaps identified during the summit, regarding synoptic/meso weather prediction.

· Dept. Seminar Committee

· Motion:  Form all three committees.

· Seconded  hand vote  passed (overwhelming)

· Committees joined by simple hand-raise.  Committee leaders created on volunteer basis:

· Aesthetics lead:  Matt Sitkowski

· Curriculum lead:  Katie Holman

· Department Seminar lead:  Dan Hartung

9. Website Improvements

· Suggestions

· Maps

· Info on related organizations, and structure

· Available mentors and advisers for prospective students

· Motion:  Form a website taskforce, with the goal of gathering ideas and suggestions for improvement, then bringing ideas to faculty website group for discussion and action.

· Seconded  hand vote  passed

10. Summit Followup (Kathryn Mozer)

· Prof. Martin & Prof. Morgan are talking with the computer science department about forming a course aimed at computing for the physical sciences.  We are waiting to hear more details, meanwhile the student run computer programming seminar in the evening should provide some support.

11. Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 11th.

Meeting adjourned 4:31.

Minutes submitted by Mark Wehrenberg.

