DID YOU KNOW??








17 June 1996


At the end of March 1996, the National Weather Service closed its Madison, WI weather office, marking the end of an era of a staffed weather office that spanned more than 90 years? An automated weather observing system continues to make nearly continuous weather observations at the airport.





18 June 1996


Between Sunday and Monday evening, Madison, WI has received more than 5 inches of rain. Flooding has occurred.


Humans can survive for up to 5 weeks without food, as many as 5 days without water, but for no more than 5 minutes without air (specifically oxygen) for breathing. Humans on average consume on a daily basis between 2 and 3 pounds of food, 4 to 5 pounds of water and 25 to 30 pounds of air.


19 June 1996


Flood water can be deadly.


Water weighs 62.4 pounds per cubic foot and typically flows downstream at 6 to 12 miles per hour.


When a vehicle stalls in flowing water, for each foot the water rises, 500 pounds of additional lateral force are applied to the car.


But a bigger factor is buoyancy.  For each foot the water rises up the side of the car, the car displaces 1500 pounds of water.  In effect, the car weighs 1500 lb. less for each foot the water rises.


Two feet of water will carry away most automobiles!


From National Weather Service, 1992:  Flash floods and floods.. the awesome power! A preparedness guide. NOAA/PA92050.





20 June 1996


Today is the summer solstice -- to be more precise, at CDT the orientation of the earth’s spin axis with respect to the sun will be such that the sun will appear over the Tropic of Capricorn.  This time will mark the farthest northward excursion of sun in the sky.  It also represents the beginning of astronomical summer.


Beginning tomorrow the day length will start to decrease until the winter solstice, in December.  However, because the sun cannot be used as a precise timekeeper, the earliest sunrise occurred about 10 days ago, and the latest sunset will not occur until about the 4th of July.





