Online Weather Studies Pilot Project


End-of -Course Faculty Questionnaire


9 June 1999 (12/14 responses received to date)





1.  How would you compare this course offering with your other first-time course offerings?


		Among the most successful		5


		About the same			7


		Among the least successful		0





2.  How do you think your students felt about this course compared to other courses they have taken?


		Among most liked			6


		About the same			5


		Among least liked			0


		No response				1





3.  How would you compare student success in this course to other introductory-level weather-related courses you have taught?


		More than most			3


		About the same			6


		Less than most 			2





4.  What did your students appear to like most about this course?


	Flexibility to work at own pace, convenience


	Access to weather on the Internet


	Hands-on approach





5.  What did your students appear to like least about this course?


	Meeting deadlines


	Not enough contact with professor


	Interpreting questions; questions too easy





6.  What were the reactions, if any, of your colleagues or administrators concerning your offering the course?


	Very enthusiastic and supportive


	Some doubt whether comparable to “normal” course





7.  Did you use a course management homepage?


	Yes	4		No	8





8.  Did you provide an e-mail listserv or chat capability for interactions?


	Yes	8		No	4





9.  If your institution has a lab course requirement for graduation, did the Online course meet the lab requirement?


	Yes	2		No 	8





10. Compared to your regular introductory-course students, how would you characterize the motivational level of your online students?


		More motivated		7


		Equally motivated		5


		Less motivated 		0





11. Why do you think your students took the Online course?


		Great instructor		4


		Subject			5


		Mode of delivery		9


		Happened to fit schedule	3


		Who knows			1





12. Was students’ proficiency with computers and Internet delivery an obstacle to success?


		Yes		4


		No 		8





13. Compared to other introductory courses you teach, to what extent did Online students interact with one another?


		Much more		1


		Some more		3


		About the same	2


		Less than		4


		Much less		1





14. Do you feel that your students met course requirements as well as students in your other introductory-level courses?


		Yes		11


		No		 1





15. Based on student feedback, did your students think more or less work was required of them as compared with other courses?


		Much more work	0


		More work		5


		About the same	4


		Less work		2


		Much less work	0














16. how did students generally appear to perceive the pace of the course?


		Too fast		2


		About right		8


		Too slow		0





17. Retention:


		Range:			50% to 100%


		Cumulative: 		72.3%





18. How did course attrition compare to your other introductory courses?


		Very low			3


		Lower than average		0


		About the same		5


		Higher than average		3


		Very high			0





19. How did course attrition compare to other online and/or distance-learning courses at your institution?


		Low				0


		About the same		3


		High				0


		Not known			9





20. How did the grade distribution in the Online course compare with your usual grade distributions for an introductory course?


		Higher Online grades		3


		About the same		5


		Lower Online grades		1


		No grades			1








Some conclusions:





The pilot offering of Online Weather Studies was successful.


The course was well-received by students.


Convenience and flexibility are attractive features for students.


Technology was not a limiting factor for students.


Students were generally well-motivated.


Student attrition rate was not unusually high.


Student performance was comparable to other introductory courses.


Administration was very supportive.


Keeping students on schedule was a challenge.


Students want more face-to-face contact with instructors.
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