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JANUARY HISTORIC WEATHER EVENTS

From records of Aviation Weather Center, Kansas City 

(http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/wxfact/january.html) and Intellicast (1 Jan 1997).

http://aviationweather.gov/wxfact.html

The Weather Doctor http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/almanac/diaryjan.htm

Significant Weather Events

Canada

1 January 1885, Regina, Saskatchewan: Regina residents ring in the New Year with a record cold temperature of -50° C (-58° F).

1-5 January 1965, Cartwright, Newfoundland: New Year begins with five day snowstorm that dumps a total of 182 cm (71.7 inches) of snow on the town.

2-12 January 1999, Toronto, Ontario: Heavy snows begin to fall just into New Year. Two weeks later a total of 113 cm (44.5 inches) of snow bury the City. Mayor calls in the military to help in snow removal. Snow-clearing costs $70 million.

6 January 1966, Pincher Creek, Alberta: A chinook wind sends the temperature soaring 21 C° (37.8 F°) in four minutes.

5-10 January 1998, Montreal, Quebec and surrounding area: Ice storm devistates Montreal and surrounding region. During the period, freezing rain or drizzle reported for more than 80 hours deposits up to 60 to 80 mm (2.4 to 3.1 inches) of ice, leaving 4 million people in the dark. An estimated 130 major transmission towers and 30,000 wooden utility poles brought down by weight of the ice.

13 January 1975, Pelly Bay, Northwest Territories: Temperature of -51° C (-60° F) and wind speed of 56 km/hr (35 mph) produce a windchill temperature of -92° C.(-133.6° F).

19 January 1935, Vancouver, British Columbia: One of the city's worst winter storms dumps 40 cm ( inches)16 inches of snow. Strong winds blow the snow into 2 m (6.6 ft) drifts. The snow is followed over the next four days with 267 mm (10.5 inches) of rain and freezing rain.

24 January 1881, Pictou, Nova Scotia: Freezing rain over three days coats trees, fences, telegraph wires and buildings. Lumberjacks stick close to camp for fear of falling trees and branches.

24 January-2 February 1966, Winnipeg, Manitoba: Temperature falls below -18° C.(0° F) on the 24th and remain below this temperature for 26 consecutive days.

28 January 1989, Pelly Bay, Northwest Territories: Temperature falls to -51° C.(-60° F). With a strong wind blowing, the wind chill equivalent temperature (old scale) reached -91°C (-132° F).

30 January 1954, Liverpool, Nova Scotia: Heavy hail, lightning and a rare tornado strike the White Point Beach area of Liverpool. Debris is strewn over a distance of one kilometre (0.625 miles).

31 January 1947, Smith Falls, British Columbia: Temperature falls to a frigid -58.9 ° C (-74° F), reading is all-time Provincial low.

United States

1 January 1864, Midwestern States: The most bitterly cold New Year's Day to date hits the Midwest with snow, gales and severe cold. Afternoon highs reach only minus 16° F (-26.7° C) at Chicago, Illinois and minus 25° F (-31.7° C) at Minneapolis, Minnesota.

3 January 1961, Northern Idaho: A three-day long icestorm over northern Idaho which produces an accumulation of ice 8 inches (20 cm) thick on power and phone lines, a US record. 

5 January 1993, Maui, Hawaii: Winds reaching 100 mph (160 kph) down power lines on Maui's Mount Haleakala laden with up to 18 inches (45 cm) of ice that accumulated on the summit. 

6 January 1880, Seattle, Washington: Seattle snowstorm dumps 48 inches (146 cm) on region. Hundreds of barns collapse under weight of snow. 

7 January 1971, Hawley Lake, Arizona: The temperature at Hawley Lake, located southeast of McNary, plunges to -40 degrees F/C to establish a state record.

11 January 1911, Rapid City, South Dakota: The temperature at Rapid City plunges 47 F degrees (26 C degrees) in just fifteen minutes.

12 January 1985, San Antonio, Texas: The palm trees of San Antonio are blanketed with 13.5 inches (34 cm) of snow, more snow than had ever fallen previously in an entire winter season. 

13 January 1886, Kansas: A great blizzard strikes Kansas without warning, claiming 50 to 100 lives, and eighty percent of the cattle in the state. 

15 January 1932, Los Angeles, California: Up to two inches (5 cm) of snow blanket the Los Angeles basin of California. The Los Angeles Civic Center reports an inch (2.5 cm) of snow. Beaches of Santa Monica whitened. 

18 January 1973, Corey, Louisiana: A baby is carried 300 to 400 yards (275-365m) by the strong tornado winds, yet receives only minor injuries.

19 January 1977, South Florida: Snowflakes are observed at Homestead and Miami in extreme southern Florida for the first time ever. Snow is reported across the entire state.

20 January 1933, Phoenix, Arizona: The greatest snowfall to officially fall on the city reaches 1 inch (2.5 cm) in depth. Four years to the day later, a snowfall of 1 inch (2.5 cm) again falls.

23 January 1780, New York, New York: British Army reports temperature of -16° F (-27° C), marking the coldest day in an extremely cold winter in the Northeast.

23 January 1971, Prospect Creek, Alaska: The all-time lowest temperature in the State of Alaska measured on this date: -80° F (-62° C).

26 and 27, January 1967, Chicago, Illinois: The city experiences its worst blizzard on record as an astounding 24 inches (61 cm) of snow fall in 29 hours and 8 minutes. Cars and buses are stranded all over the city as close to 24 million tons of snow lay across the area.

28, January 1887, Fort Keough, Montana: Snowflakes "as large as milk pans" fell across areas of Montana. The biggest snowflake, reportedly measured 38 cm (15 inches) by 20 cm (8 inches).

28, January 1922, Washington, DC: The "Knickerbocker" storm immobilizes the Nation's Capital, dumping 28 inches ( 71 cm) of snow in 32 hours. The heavy snow causes the roof of the Knickerbocker movie theatre to collapse killing 96 persons.

31, January 1949, San Antonio, Texas: The temperature plunges to a record low of one degree below zero F (-18° C).

31, January 1989, Norway, Alaska: Barometer rises to 31.85 inches (107.97 kPa), establishing the all time highest reading for the North American continent. 

World

2 January 1960, Oodnadatta, South Australia: The hottest official temperature ever recorded in Australia: 50.7 ° C (123.3 ° F). 

3 January 1095, Ireland: A great snowstorm strikes Ireland, killing many.

5 January 1974, Vanda Station, Scott Coast, Antarctica: The warmest temperature ever recorded in Anatarctica: 59° F (15° C).

8 January 1979, Moscow, Russia: Minimum temperature drops to -45 ° C (-49° F), the coldest day in almost a century in the Russian capital.

8 January 2000, Kirensk, Siberia: Minimum temperature drops to -58 ° C (-72.° F) north of Lake Baikal.

9 January 1954, Northice, Greenland: The coldest temperature ever recorded in Greenland: -87° F (-66° C). Reading taken during the British North Greenland Expedition at 78o 4' North, 38o 29' West.

10 January 1962, Western Peru: Ice avalanche, mixed with rock and mud, sweeps down off Peru's highest mountain, Nevado de Huascarán. The avalanche destroys seven villages and one town, leaving over 3,500 dead.

10 January 1982, Newport, Shropshire, England: Britain's coldest day on record when temperature drops to -26.1° C (-15.° F).

10 January 1982, Braemar, Scotland: Temperature falls to -27.2° C (-17.° F), Scotland's coldest day on record.

13 January 1362, Great Britain: A great sou'wester gale known as St Maury's Storm, strikes Britian.

13 January 1903, Tahiti, Society Islands: A tropical cyclone strikes these South Pacific Islands with a storm surge as high as 12 metre (40 feet)that kills 1000 people.

13-17 January 1995, Mediterranean Sea: A severe hurricane-like cyclone stalks the Mediterranean with sustained winds of 135 km/h (84 mph) and central pressure of 99.04 kPa (29.25 in Hg).

16 January 1889, Cloncurry, Queensland, Australia: The warmest temperature ever reported in Australia: 53.3° C (128° F).

17 January 1490, Florence, Italy : Freezing rain storm damages many trees.

18-27 January 1980, La Reunion Island, Indian Ocean: Tropical Cycone Hyacinthe produces 5,677 mm (223.5 inches) of rainfall over a 10-day period from January 18-27 at Commerson, La Reunion Island to set the global mark for rainfall from a tropical cyclone during a 10 day period. The same storm dumps 3,241 mm (127.6 inches) of rain in just 72 hours at Grand-Ilet, La Reunion Island.

20 January 1493, Florence, Italy : Streets blocked by snow and violent winds as a blizzard strikes Florence. 

20 January 1606, Severn River, England: 2,000 die around the Severn Estuary as the result of severe flooding.

29 January 2001, Oimekon, Siberia: Minimum temperature drops to -61 ° C (-78 ° F) as bitter cold descends on Siberia. Day's high reaches only -54 ° C (-65 ° F).

31 January 1902, Aberdeen, Scotland: Highest Atmospheric pressure in the British Isles is recorded: 1054.7 mbar (31.15 inches Hg). 

Brian

Here's the Jan history files. Hope that you had a great holiday season.

Ed

PS  Tomorrow I'm off for ABQ and next week's AMS Annual meetings.  

DataStreme starts in 2 weeks.

EJH

JANUARY HISTORIC WEATHER EVENTS

From records of Aviation Weather Center, Kansas City 

(http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/wxfact/january.html) and Intellicast (1 Jan 1997)

1 JANUARY

  ...1864...Snow, gales and severe cold hit the Midwest.  It was the most bitter cold 

New Year's Day of record with afternoon highs of 16 below zero at Chicago, IL 

and 25 below at Minneapolis, MN.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1885...The mercury dropped to 63 degrees below zero on Poplar River in 

northeastern Montana. (Intellicast)

  ...1918...The coldest modern New Year's Day of this century was recorded in New 

England.  Some temperatures included Boston, 3 degrees below; New Haven, CT 7 

below; Northfield, VT, 24 below; Bethlehem, NH, 20 below; and Van Buren, ME, 

32 below.

  ...1934...Heavy rain which began on 30 December led to flooding in the Los 

Angeles Basin area of California.  Flooding claimed the lives of at least 45 persons.  

Walls of water and debris up to ten feet high were noted in some canyon areas.  

Rainfall totals ranged up to 16.29 inches at Azusa, with 8.26 inches reported in 

Downtown Los Angeles.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1949...A six day blizzard began over the Northern Rockies and the Great Plains.  

The storm produced the most adverse weather conditions in the history of the west.  

(David Ludlum)

  ...1979...The temperature at Maybell, CO plunged to 60 degrees below zero to tie 

the state record set back in 1951 at Taylor Park.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A winter storm brought rain and snow and high winds to the Southern 

and Middle Atlantic Coast Region.  The storm, which occurred in a period of 

unusually high astronomical tides, produced a tide of 9.4 feet at Myrtle Beach, SC 

(their highest since Hurricane Hazel in 1954) which caused a total of 25 million 

dollars damage in South Carolina.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Arctic cold gripped the north central U.S.  The morning low of 31 degrees 

below zero at Alamosa, CO was a record for the date.  Squalls in the Great Lakes 

Region produced 17 inches of snow at Elmira, NY.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1989...Those who woke up New Year's morning unable to see much farther than 

the end of their nose had a good excuse, at least in the central U.S., as dense fog 

prevailed from Texas to Wisconsin.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...The new year and decade began on a rather peaceful note.  Snow was 

primarily confined to the Great Lakes Region, the Upper Ohio Valley, and the 

Sierra Nevada Range of California.  Subzero temperature readings were confined 

to Minnesota and North Dakota.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1994...Strong winds along the eastern slopes of the Central Rockies gusted to 70 

mph at Arlington, WY, and gusted to 80 mph near Estes Park, CO.  Heavy snow in 

the northeast mountains of Oregon produced 14 inches at Tollgate.  A series of 

storms the first three days of the year produced 20 inches of snow at Lowman, in 

the west central mountains of Idaho.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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  ...1885...The coldest temperature ever recorded at Duluth, MN occurred on this 

date.  The temperature plunged to 41 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1893...Little Rock, AR had its greatest 24 hour snowfall, with 13 inches that 

covered the ground. . (Intellicast)

  ...1904...A severe snowstorm began in New England.  Blue Hill Observatory in 

Milton, MA had 19 inches of snow in 24 hours. . (Intellicast)

  ...1910...A great flood in Utah and Nevada washed out 100 miles of railroad 

between Salt Lake City, UT and Los Angeles, CA causing seven million dollars 

damage.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1955...Hurricane Alice battered the leeward islands with sustained winds of 85 

mph on this day.  Alice was upgraded as a full tropical system on December 31, 

1954, making Alice the latest and earliest hurricane on record in the Atlantic 

Ocean. (Intellicast)

  ...1961...The coldest temperature of record for the state of Hawaii was established 

with a reading of 14 degrees atop Haleakela Summit.  (David Ludlum) (This state 

record has been eclipsed in May 1979.)

  ...1987...A winter storm moving up the Atlantic coast brought heavy snow and 

high winds to the northeastern U.S.  Total snowfall in the storm which began on 

the 1st , by the morning of the 3rd amounted to two feet at Salem, NH and 

Waterboro, ME, 22 inches at Lowell, MA, 14 inches at Worcester, MA, 22 inches 

at Nashua, NH, and 18 inches at Portland, ME. Wind gusts reached 82 mph at 

Trenton, NJ and Southwest Harbor in Maine.  Significant coastal flooding occurred 

as the storm coincided with unusually high astronomical tides. (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1988..."Old Man Winter" took a siesta, with snow a scarcity across the nation.  

For the second day in a row Alamosa, CO reported a record low of 31 degrees 

below zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Strong and gusty winds prevailed along the eastern slopes of the northern 

and central Rockies.  Winds gusted to 71 mph at Colorado Springs, CO and 

Livingston, MT.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...The first winter storm of the new year and decade developed in the 

southwestern U.S., and blanketed the northern mountains of Utah with 12 to 23 

inches of snow.  Up to 22 inches of snow was reported in the Alta-Snowbird area.  

The storm brought Las Vegas, NV their first measurable precipitation in four and a 

half months, since the 17th of August.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...Miami, FL recorded 4.16 inches of rain in 24 hours ending at 7 am est.  

This set a new 24 precipitation record for January.  The previous record was 3.07 

inches set on January 30, 1953. (Intellicast)

  ...1993...In the Sierra Nevada mountains in California, the Sugar Bowl ski patrol 

reported a snow depth of 90 inches at the 7000 foot level.  A depth of 150 inches 

was measured at 7800 feet.  Since December 29, 1992, a total of 72 inches had 

fallen at the 7000 foot elevation, with 93 inches at 8300 feet. (Intellicast)

  ...1994...High winds buffeted the Northern Front Range of Colorado during the 

morning hours.  Peak wind gusts included 105 mph atop Squaw Mountain near 

Idaho Springs and 89 mph at Fort Collins.  A fast moving "Alberta Clipper" 

brought up to six inches of snow to Iowa.  Up to a foot of snow blanketed the 

Snowy Range Mountains in southeastern Wyoming.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)
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  ...1777...An overnight freeze enabled George Washington and his troops to flank 

the British at Trenton, cross their lines at Princeton, and seek security in the hills 

of northern New Jersey.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1913...The barometer at Canton, NY read 28.20 inches, which is the lowest ever 

recorded at an inland station.  (Intellicast)

  ...1949...Warren, AR was hit by an F4 tornado.  55 people were killed and 435 

were injured.  Total damage was $1.3 million. .  (Intellicast)

  ...1961...A three day long ice storm was in progress over northern Idaho which 

produced an accumulation of ice eight inches thick, a U.S. record.  Heavy fog, 

which blanketed much of northern Idaho from Grangeville to the Canadian border, 

deposited the ice on power and phone lines causing widespread power outages.  

(David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1970...An exceptionally high barometer reading of 31.43 inches was recorded at 

Barrow, Alaska. (Intellicast)

  ...1987...A powerful Pacific coast storm blasted the western U.S. with high winds, 

heavy rain and heavy snow.  Winds gusted to 96 mph at Cape Blanco, OR, and 

snowfall totals reached 20 inches in the Sierra Nevada Range of California.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

A 3 inch snowfall broke the record for this date at Little Rock, AR.  The previous 

record was 2.5 inches in 1942.  This snowfall is deeper than the amount of snow 

received during the entire year for 1986.  The 1986 snowfall total was 2.7 inches. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1988...After a day of rest, "Old Man Winter" came back as a triple threat, hitting 

both coasts with winter storms, and blasting the central U.S. with cold arctic air.  

Snow and ice in the eastern U.S. caused 4.5 million dollars damage to homes and 

vehicles in North Carolina, the storm in the western U.S. produced two feet of 

snow in the Lake Tahoe area of Nevada, and temperatures in North Dakota 

plunged to 30 degrees below zero, with wind chill readings as cold as 95 degrees 

below zero.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thirteen cities in the southeastern U.S., and five more in Washington and 

Oregon, reported new record high temperatures for the date.  Highs of 78 degrees 

at Galveston, TX and 82 degrees at Lake Charles, LA were records for the month 

of January.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...A winter storm in the southwestern U.S. spread snow across Colorado and 

New Mexico.  Heavy snow fell in southwestern Colorado, with 13 inches reported 

at Wolf Creek Pass.  Snow spread into the Central Plains Region during the day, 

with six inches reported at Garden City, KS.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1994...A heavy wet snow blanketed much of the state of Ohio, with 12 to 18 

inches reported in counties along the Ohio River.  Newport received 21 inches.  

Thunder and lightning accompanied the snow, with five inches reported in 

Washington County and Noble County between 7 AM and 8 AM Tuesday.  Parts of 

Washington County were without electricity for eight days following the storm.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1996...The first in the series of snowstorms to strike the eastern U.S. over the 

next ten days was in progress over New England, New York, and Pennsylvania.  

Rochester, NY was buried under 23 inches of snow in 24 hours for the city's 

greatest 24 hour snowfall on record, while 21 inches was recorded at Oswego, NY 

and 18 inches fell at Batavia.  Other snowfall totals included 16 inches at Milton, 

MA, 14 inches at Montpelier, VT, 13.3 inches at Montrose, PA and 13.1 inches at 

Boston, MA. (Intellicast)
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  ...1780...A great snowstorm and gale struck George Washington's headquarters in 

Morristown, NJ, burying his army and buffeting the British supply fleets at sea. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1859..."Deep snow" fell in New England. when 26 inches fell at Middletown, 

CT, and 36 inches at Hartford, CT.  30 inches fell in 12 hours at Goffstown, NH. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1888...Sacramento, CA received 3.5 inches of snow, an all-time record for that 

location.  The heaviest snow in recent history was two inches on February 5th in 

1976.  (4th-5th) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1917...An F3 tornado cut a 15 mile path through Pittsburg county in Oklahoma.  

Sixteen people were killed. (Intellicast)

  ...1971...A blizzard raged from Kansas to Wisconsin, claiming 27 lives in Iowa.  

Winds reached 50 mph, and the storm produced up to 20 inches of snow.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1981...The second record cold blast engulfed the northeast during the 1980-81 

winter season.  Record lows included 27 degrees below zero at Burlington, VT and 

Caribou, ME, 18 below at Portland, ME, 7 below at Providence, RI and 8 below at 

Pittsburgh, PA.  Other cold temperatures included 42 below at Old Forge, NY and 

East Haven, VT, and 41 below at Enosburg Falls, VT and Houlton, ME. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1982...Milwaukee, WI was shut down completely as a storm buried the city under 

16 inches of snow in 24 hours.  It was the worst storm in thirty-five years.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1987...A storm moving off the Pacific Ocean spread wintry weather across the 

southwestern U.S., with heavy snow extending from southern California to western 

Wyoming.  Up to 15 inches of snow blanketed the mountains of southern 

California, and rainfall totals in California ranged up to 2.20 inches in the Chino 

area.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Frigid arctic air invading the central and eastern U.S. left Florida about 

the only safe refuge from the cold and snow.  A storm in the western U.S. soaked 

Bodega Bay in central California with 3.12 inches of rain.  (National Weather 

Summary)

  ...1989...Up to a foot of snow blanketed the mountains of West Virginia, and 

strong winds in the northeastern U.S. produced wind chill readings as cold as 60 

degrees below zero in Maine.  Mount Washington, NH reported wind gusts to 136 

mph along with a temperature of 30 below zero! (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...A winter storm moving out of the southwestern U.S. spread heavy snow 

across Nebraska and Iowa into Wisconsin.  Snowfall totals in Nebraska ranged up 

to 7 inches at Auburn and Tecumseh.  Totals in Iowa ranged up to 11 inches at 

Carlisle.  In Iowa, most of the snow fell between midnight and 4 AM.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...A subtropical low pressure area developed explosively over the Gulf 

Stream waters east of Cape Hatteras, NC and apparently deepened 18 millibars in 

just 3 hours.  The central pressure dropped from 994 to 976 millibars and bottomed 

out at 968 millibars 3 hours later.  An offshore buoy recorded a pressure drop of 

9.2 millibars in just one hour.  Major coastal flooding and beach erosion occurred 

along the New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia coasts as the storm 

"made landfall".  A wind gust to 83 mph was recorded at Indian River, Delaware 

and a gust to 89 mph occurred at Chincoteague, VA.  Ocean City, MD was hit 

"very hard" with winds sustained at 50 mph and gusts to 70 mph.  At the Ocean 

City airport, the runway flooding was the worst ever observed.  Substantial beach 

erosion was reported at Rehoboth Beach, DE which rivaled damage one by the 

Great March 1962 storm.  Total damage reached $45 million in New Jersey alone.  

Rainfall at inland locations over the mid-Atlantic was very heavy in some places 

with Witts Orchard, VA checking in with a 24 hour total of 7.56 inches. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1994... A major coastal storm was in progress across the Mid-Atlantic and 

Northeastern states, blanketed much of the region with heavy snow. Elkins, WV 

recorded 6 inches of snow in one hour and Syracuse, NY had 5 inches of snow in a 

hour for two consecutive hours.  Syracuse measured 18 inches for the storm.  Other 

big snowfall totals included 20 inches at Renovo, PA and 18.5 inches at Tully, NY.  

More than two feet was reported in northwestern Pennsylvania, with 33 inches at 

Waynesburg.  There were ten heart attacks, and 185 injuries, related to the heavy 

snow in northwest Pennsylvania.  Whiteout conditions were reported in Vermont 

and northeastern New York State. As the storm passed off the New Jersey coast, a 

gravity wave was induced near Allentown, PA.  The barometric pressure plunged 

22.4 millibars from 997.7 to 975.3 mb in just 45 minutes at Allentown, and then 

rebounded almost as much in only 15 minutes.  The gravity wave propagated 

northeastward and produced similar pressure fluctuations in New England.  

Boston, MA recorded a wind gust to 66 mph as the wave passed, along with heavy 

sleet.  A wind gusts to 75 mph was clocked at Shaftsbury, VT.  In the Adirondacks 

of eastern New York State, the town of Tupper reported five inches of snow 

between 1 PM and 2 PM.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)
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  ...1835...It was a record cold morning in the eastern U.S.  The mercury at the Yale 

Campus in New Haven, CT plunged to 23 degrees below zero, and reached 40 

below in the Berkshire Hills of Connecticut.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1884...A severe arctic outbreak hit the Midwest, sending Des Moines to a low of 

30 degrees below zero and Indianapolis to a low reading of 25 degrees below zero.  

Peoria, Illinois had a record low reading of 27 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1904...Bitterly cold air gripped the northeastern U.S.  Morning lows of -42 

degrees at Smethport, PA and -34 at River Vale, NJ established state records.  (The 

Weather Channel)

  ...1913...The temperature at the east portal to Strawberry Tunnel reached 50 

degrees below zero to tie the Utah state record low established at Woodruff on 6 

February 1899.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1982...A three day rainstorm in the San Francisco area finally came to an end.  

Marin County and Cruz County were drenched with up to 25 inches of rain, and 

the Sierra Nevada Range was buried under four to eight feet of snow.  The storm 

claimed at least 36 lives, and caused more than 300 million dollars damage.  

(Storm Data)

  ...1987...A massive winter storm spread heavy snow from the southwestern U.S. 

into the Rockies.  In Utah, the Alta ski resort reported a storm total of 42 inches of 

snow.  Winds gusted to 64 mph at Albuquerque, NM.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms helped produce heavy lake-enhanced snow in the Lower 

Great Lakes Region.  Snow fell at the rate of four to five inches per hour, and 

snowfall totals ranged up to 69 inches at Highmarket, NY, with most falling within 

24 hours.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...A strong Pacific cold front produced heavy snow and high winds in 

Nevada.  Winds gusted to 80 mph north of Reno, while up to two feet of snow 

blanketed the Lake Tahoe ski area.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced heavy rain in the Central Gulf Coast Region.  

New Orleans, LA was drenched with 4.05 inches of rain in 24 hours.  An 

overnight storm blanketed the mountains of northern Utah with up to eleven inches 

of snow.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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  ...1856...The deepest snow of Thoreau's "long, snowy winter" occurred, as 12 

inches fell at Boston, MA and 18 inches fell at Providence, RI.  The cover lasted 

until spring.  (Intellicast)

  ...1880...Seattle, WA was in the midst of their worst snowstorm of record.  

Hundreds of barns were destroyed, and transportation was brought to a standstill, 

as the storm left the city buried under four feet of snow.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1884...The temperature dipped to one degree below zero at Atlanta, GA.  It 

marked the final day of a severe arctic outbreak in the South and Midwest.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1987...A storm moving across the western U.S. spread heavy snow into the 

Central Rockies.  Casper, WY received 14 inches of snow in 24 hours, a January 

record for that location.  Big Piney, WY reported 17 inches of snow.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...One of the largest snowfall episodes this century for the southern U.S. was 

in full swing.  The storm, occurring from the 5th to the 8th, produced heavy snow 

from the Oklahoma Panhandle to Virginia. .  It was a bad day for chickens.  Heavy 

snow in Arkansas, with totals ranging up to 16 inches at Heber Springs, claimed 

the lives of 3.5 million chickens, and snow and ice up to three inches thick claimed 

the lives of another 1.75 million chickens in north central Texas.  This was the 

largest snowstorm this century for the state of Arkansas.  Up to 20 inches was 

reported in Macon County in western North Carolina and up to 18 inches fell in 

central Oklahoma, with Oklahoma City reporting a record 12 inches of snow in 24 

hours.  Sleet and freezing rain paralyzed areas along the southern perimeter of the 

snowfall zone with one inch ice accumulations reported in northern Alabama 

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1989...A "bona fide blizzard" ripped through south central and southeastern 

Idaho.  Strong winds, gusting to 60 mph at the Fort Hall Indian Reservation, 

whipped the snow into drifts five feet high, and produced wind chill readings as 

cold as 35 degrees below zero.  The blizzard prompted an Idaho Falls air controller 

to remark that "the snow is blowing so hard you can't see the fog".  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Rain and gale force winds prevailed along the Northern Pacific Coast.  

Winds at Astoria, OR gusted to 65 mph.  Unseasonably warm weather prevailed 

over Florida.  Five cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including 

Miami with a reading of 86 degrees.  The hot spot in the nation was West Palm 

Beach with a high of 87 degrees.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1992...The Milwaukee, WI area endured its 11th consecutive day without 

sunshine.  This broke the old record of 10 consecutive days set in 1985. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1994...A big snow blitz in the Wasatch mountains of Utah.  Alta was buried 

under 55.5 inches of snow in 24 hours, setting a new 24 hour snowfall record for 

the location.  Over 70 inches fell from the 4th to the 6th. (Intellicast)
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  ...1821...A big snowstorm from Virginia to southern New England came to an end, 

leaving a foot of snow at Washington, DC, 14 inches at Baltimore, MD, 18 inches 

at Philadelphia, PA, and 14 inches at New York City. (Intellicast)

  ...1873...A blizzard raged across the Great Plains.  Many pioneers, unprepared for 

the cold and snow, perished in southwest Minnesota and northwestern Iowa.  

(David Ludlum)

  ...1886...A severe cold wave in the southern section of the country brought the 

worst freeze since 1835 in Florida. (Intellicast)

  ...1913...Tucson, AZ set its all time record low temperature with a frigid 0 degrees. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1971...The temperature at Hawley Lake, located southeast of McNary, AZ, 

plunged to 40 degrees below zero to establish a state record low temperature.  (The 

Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A storm in the southwestern U.S. produced 30 inches of snow north of 

Zion National Park in southern Utah, with 18 inches reported at Cedar Canyon, 

UT.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A winter storm in the southeastern U.S. produced 27 inches of snow in the 

Bad Creek area of South Carolina, and claimed the lives of two million chickens in 

Alabama.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Severe thunderstorms produced 6 tornadoes in southern Illinois and 

Indiana.  A tornado (reaching F-4 intensity) in southern Illinois obliterated half the 

community of Allendale, injuring fifty persons and causing more than five million 

dollars damage, while thunderstorm winds gusting higher than 100 mph caused 

ten million dollars damage at Franklin, KY.  Twenty-five cities, from the Gulf 

coast to Michigan, reported record high temperatures for the date.  Fargo, ND was 

in the middle of a 3 day snowstorm over which time 24.4 inches of snow fell on the 

city -- the greatest single storm total ever for the location. (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1990...A rapidly intensifying low pressure system and a vigorous cold front 

brought heavy rain and high winds to the Pacific Northwest.  Two to five inches 

rains soaked western Washington and western Oregon, and winds gusting above 70 

mph caused extensive damage.  Wind gusts on Rattlesnake Ridge in Washington 

State reached 130 mph.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...A rare January thunderstorm rumbled over Sioux Falls, SD.  This was the 

first January thunderstorm recorded in the city since 1939.  Meanwhile, 

thunderstorms produced 6 tornadoes (one F2 and five F1) near Grand Island, NE -- 

the first tornadoes ever recorded in Nebraska during January. (Intellicast)

  ...1995...A severe thunderstorm produced a downburst wind gust to 146 mph at 

Seymour-Johnson AFB in Goldsboro, NC. (Intellicast)

  ...1996...The "blizzard of '96" clobbered a huge area from the Ohio Valley to the 

mid-Atlantic and northeast with record snows.  The storm began over the mid-

Atlantic on the 6th, and ended over New England on the 8th.  Low pressure 

developed over the southeast on the 6th, and eventually became a 983 millibar 

storm center off of the Delmarva.  42.5 inches of snow was recorded at Bayard, 

WV while 39 inches fell at Snowshoe, WV.  A new snowfall record for New Jersey 

was set when 35 was measured at White House.  All the big cities were buried: 

Washington/Dulles - 24.6 inches, Baltimore - 22.5, Philadelphia - 30.7 inches 

(biggest snowfall ever), New York City - 27.5 inches, and Boston - 18.2 inches.  

Other snowfall totals included 38 inches at Upper Strasburg, PA, 37 inches at 

Shenandoah, VA, 36 inches at Standfordville, NY, 32 inches at Great Barrington, 

MA, 28 inches in the Pine Mountains in KY, 27 inches at Coventry, RI, and 26 

inches at Milford, CT.  Cincinnati, Ohio had 14.4 inches for its greatest single 

storm snowfall on record.  This event was the second in an unrelenting, paralyzing 

"siege of snowstorms" along the east coast during a ten day period. (Intellicast)
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  ...1859...This is the only day New York City's temperature stayed below zero the 

entire day. (Intellicast)

  ...1923...The all-time January record high temperature reading was reached at Los 

Angeles when the mercury climbed to 90 degrees. (Intellicast)

  ...1937...The record low temperature for the state of Nevada was set at San Jacinto 

when the temperature dropped to 50 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1953...A severe ice storm in the northeastern U.S. produced up to four inches of 

ice in Pennsylvania, and two to three inches in southeastern New York State.  In 

southern New England the ice coated a layer of snow up to 20 inches deep.  The 

storm resulted in 31 deaths and 2.5 million dollars damage.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1973...A severe ice storm struck Atlanta, GA.  The storm paralyzed the city 

closing schools and businesses, and damage from the storm was estimated at 25 

million dollars.  One to four inches of ice coated northern Georgia leaving 300,000 

persons without electricity for up to a week.  Between 7 PM and 9 PM on the 7th, 

2.27 inches (liquid content) of freezing rain, sleet and snow coated Atlanta, as the 

temperature hovered at 32 degrees.  (7th-8th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather 

Channel)

  ...1987...A winter storm moving out of the Southern Rockies into the Central 

Plains Region produced 14 inches of snow at Red River, NM, and 17 inches in the 

Wolf Creek ski area of Colorado.  Wichita, KS was blanketed with seven inches of 

snow.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A winter storm spread heavy snow across the northeastern U.S., with up 

to ten inches reported in southern New Jersey.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1989...Strong northwesterly winds and bitterly cold temperatures prevailed in the 

north central U.S.  Winds in the Great Lakes Region gusted to 58 mph at Chicago, 

IL, and reached 63 mph at Niagara Falls, NY.  Squalls in western New York State 

produced 20 inches of snow at Barnes Corners and Lowville.  Snow squalls in 

Upper Michigan produced 26 inches around Keweenaw.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990... A strong Pacific storm slammed into the coast of Oregon late Sunday 

night into this morning with winds gusting up to near 80 mph.  Portland airport 

reported a gust of 63 mph, Pendleton airport clocked winds at 76 mph.  An 

observer at Pacific City on the Oregon coast reported a gust of 76 mph.  Two 

persons were killed in Oregon, and nine others were injured, and the high winds 

downed fifty-five million board feet of timber, valued at more than twenty million 

dollars.  Winds gusted to 90 mph near Pinehurst, ID, and wind gusts reached 96 

mph at Stevenson, WA.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)
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  ...1875...The temperature at Cheyenne, WY dipped to an all-time record cold 

reading of -38 degrees.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1880...The second great storm to hit the Pacific Coast within three days brought 

barometer readings of 28.48 inches of mercury at Olympia, WA and 28.51 inches 

at Portland, OR.  Heavy snows blocked railroads for days. (Intellicast)

  ...1888...Severe cold gripped much of the western U.S.  At Portland, OR the 

Columbia River was frozen for two weeks, and in southern California temperatures 

dipped below freezing in some of the citrus growing areas.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1976...Lake effect snow squalls buried the town of Adams, NY under 68 inches 

of snow.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1977...The coldest temperature ever recorded in St. Cloud, MN was recorded on 

this day.  At 8:00 am CST the temperature dropped to 43 degrees below zero!! 

Between January 3rd and 19th of this year, the low temperature was 15 degrees 

below zero or colder on 14 out of 17 days (Intellicast).

  ...1987...A winter storm spread heavy snow from the Central Plains into the Great 

Lakes Region.  Heavier totals included 9 inches at Sun City, KS, 7 inches at 

Columbia, MO, 11 inches at Terre Haute, IN, and up to 10 inches in the southern 

suburbs of Chicago, IL.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A storm in the northeastern U.S. produced ten inches of snow at Boston, 

MA, and 14 inches at Worcester, MA.  A winter storm in the northwestern U.S. 

produced a foot of snow in three hours at McCall, ID.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Strong winds prevailed along the eastern slopes of the Rockies in 

Colorado.  Winds gusted to 113 mph at the Air Force Academy near Colorado 

Springs, and reached 115 mph at Boulder.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1990...A third storm in four days hit the Pacific Northwest.  Winds in Oregon 

gusted above 100 mph at Netarts and at Oceanside.  Up to 8.16 inches of rain was 

reported around Seaside, OR, and the total of 4.53 inches of rain at Astoria, OR 

was a record for the date.  Twelve cities in the western U.S. reported record high 

temperatures for the date.  The high of 70 degrees at Cedar City, UT was a record 

for January.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...An unbelievable 14 consecutive days of cloudy skies finally came to an 

end at Minneapolis/St.  Paul, MN.  Every single weather observation during this 

time period showed overcast conditions -- 350 consecutive hours of cloudy skies! 

There was not even a "mostly cloudy" -- all observations were completely cloudy.  

During this cloudy period it was very mild.  The average temperature from 

December 26th to January 8th was 19 degrees above normal.  (Intellicast)

  ...1993...A big snowstorm dumped 17.2 inches of snow on Topeka, KS in 24 hours. 

(Intellicast)
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  ...1800...Savannah, GA received a foot and a half of snow, and ten inches 

blanketed Charleston, SC.  It was the heaviest snowfall of record for the immediate 

Coastal Plain of the southeastern U.S.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1836...A major winter storm, known as "the big snow", dumped 30 to 40 inches 

of the white stuff over northern Pennsylvania, interior New York, and western 

Pennsylvania.  The storm also buried the coastal plain with 15 inches at 

Philadelphia, PA, 18 inches at New York City, and 24 inches across southern New 

Jersey. (Intellicast)

  ...1911...The temperature at Rapid City, SD plunged 47 degrees in just fifteen 

minutes.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1949...Snow was reported at San Diego, CA for the first and only time since 

1882.  Snow was noted even on some of the beaches in parts of the Los Angeles 

metropolitan area.  Burbank reported 4.7 inches, and Long Beach and Laguna 

Beach received one inch of snow.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1975...The "Storm of the Century" hit Minnesota.  A severe blizzard moved 

northward across the state producing up to two feet of snow (23.5 inches of snow 

fell at Duluth).  High winds drove wind chill readings to 80 degrees below zero, 

and at Duluth, MN the barometric pressure dipped to 28.55 inches.  The storm, 

which claimed 35 lives, occurred on the 102nd anniversary of the infamous 

"Pioneer Blizzard" in Minnesota.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1981...A severe arctic blast covered the eastern two-thirds of the country.  

Records were set throughout the Midwest and the northern plains with the lowest 

temperature at 36 degrees below zero at Sault Ste Marie, MI.  Wind chills went 

down to 50 degrees below zero with a wind chill of 98 below reported at Fargo, 

ND. (Intellicast)

  ...1982...A massive high pressure area (31.15 inches) over central Saskatchewan 

with a ridge south to Texas brought record cold.  The lowest temperature in the 

nation was 37 degrees below zero at Bemidji, MN.  All time lows were set at 

O'Hare and Midway airports in Chicago with 26 below. high winds drove the wind 

chill reading to 77 degrees below zero at O'Hare.  The temperature in Downtown 

Chicago reached 23 degrees below zero. New records were set with 23 below at 

Moline, IL and Peoria, IL.  Milwaukee's all time low was equaled with 25 below 

and in Cincinnati, OH, the temperature was 9 below at game time for the Bengals-

Chargers NFL playoff game.  Forty one stations reported new daily minimum 

temperatures.  A week later a second arctic surge sent the temperature plunging 

back down to 25 degrees below zero in Chicago.  (Intellicast) (Weather Channel) 

(National Weather Summary)

  ...1987...Bitter cold air invaded the Rocky Mountain Region, with subzero readings 

reported as far south as Gallop, NM.  Pocatello, ID reported a record low reading 

of 14 degrees below zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A storm in the northwestern U.S. produced wind gusts to 97 mph at 

Netarts, OR, and up to two feet of snow in the mountains of Oregon.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...The first documented January tornado of record in Utah struck the south 

part of Sandy.  Asphalt shingles were driven one half inch into a fence.  (The 

Weather Channel)

Clear skies, light winds, and up to 24 inches of snow cover, allowed the 

temperature to plunge to 45 degrees below zero at Roseau, MN, and to -43 degrees 

at Warroad, MN.  The afternoon high at Grand Forks, ND was 16 degrees below 

zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Strong southerly winds ahead of a Pacific cold front helped temperatures 

in the central U.S. soar as much as 50 degrees during the day.  A total of fifty cities 

in the central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date, with afternoon 

highs in the 70s reported as far north as Nebraska and eastern Colorado.  Highs of 

53 degrees at Devils Lake, ND, 76 at Grand Island, NE, 73 at Lincoln, NE, and 73 

at North Platte, NE, all established records for the month of January.  (National 

Weather Summary)

  ...1993...The greatest single snowstorm ever at Salt Lake City, UT came to an end.  

The four day storm dumped 23.3 inches of snow on the city breaking the previous 

record of 21.6 inches set from March 12th to the 15th, 1944. (Intellicast)

  ...1996...A clipper-type system produced more snow over the mid Atlantic and 

northeast.  On the 9th, 3-6 inches of snow fell in the Washington, DC-Baltimore, 

MD area, still digging out from the blizzard just two days earlier.  The clipper 

intensified over the waters just east of New England on the 10th and produced up 

to 9 inches of snow over northeastern Massachusetts and Cape Cod.  The 5.4 

inches at Boston raised its snow cover to 32 inches -- its greatest depth ever 

recorded.  The 2.6 inches at Philadelphia brought its monthly snow total to 33.7 

inches -- its snowiest month on record.  This was the third snowstorm to affect the 

region in a week.  (Intellicast)
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  ...1898...Fort Smith, AR was hit by an F4 tornado.  Fifty five people were killed 

and 113 were injured.  A Fort Smith street sign was carried for 22 miles.  

(Intellicast)

  ...1918...A tremendous blizzard completely immobilized the Midwest, stopping 

mail service for two weeks. The vast storm then moved through the Great Lakes 

Region and the Ohio Valley.  Winds reached 60 mph at Toledo, OH, and the 

temperature plunged from 28 degrees above to 15 below zero during passage of the 

cold front.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1942...Rhode Island's record low temperature of 23 degrees below zero was set at 

Kingston. (Intellicast)

  ...1951...An F2 tornado struck Los Gatos and Sunnyvale, CA, causing $1.5 million 

in damage.  Another F2 tornado moved through San Jose, CA with $50,000 in 

damage. (Intellicast)

  ...1972...Downslope winds hit the eastern slopes of the Rockies in northern 

Colorado and southeastern Wyoming.  Boulder, CO reported wind gusts to 143 

mph and twenty-five million dollars property damage.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1980...Warm Chinook winds developed along the east slopes of the Rocky 

Mountains causing the temperature at Great Falls, MT to rise from 32 degrees 

below zero to 15 degrees above zero in just 7 minutes.  (Intellicast)

  ...1982...A frigid high was centered over Oklahoma and Texas.  The zero degree 

line was all the way to central Alabama and Georgia.  Atlanta, GA recorded 5 

degrees below zero and Birmingham, AL shivered at 2 below.  The freezing line 

was all the way into central Florida.  Pensacola was 8 degrees and Orlando 

recorded 32 degrees.  Thirty four stations recorded new record lows.  As the nation 

shivered in record cold, Buffalo, NY was buried under 28 inches of snow from 

snow squalls -- 25.3 inches in 24 hours set new 24 hour record.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...A storm in the northeastern U.S. buried the mountains of central Vermont 

with up to 26 inches of snow, and snowfall totals in Maine ranged up to 27 inches 

at Telos Lake.  Winds gusted to 45 mph at Newark, NJ and Albany, NY.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Snow and high winds in Utah resulted in a fifty car pile-up along 

Interstate 15.  Winds in Wyoming gusted to 115 mph at Rendezvous Peak.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...A cold front which the previous day produced 21 inches of snow at 

Stampede Pass, WA and wind gusts to 75 mph at Mammoth Lakes, CA, spread 

snow across Colorado.  Totals in Colorado ranged up to 17 inches at Steamboat 

Springs.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Strong northwesterly winds associated with a deep low pressure system 

crossing the Upper Great Lakes Region ushered cold air into the central U.S.  

Winds gusted to 72 mph at Fort Dodge, IA, and wind gusts reached 75 mph at 

Yankton, SD.  Snow and high winds created blizzard conditions in northwestern 

Minnesota.  Squalls produced heavy snow in parts of Upper Michigan and northern 

Lower Michigan, with 16 inches reported at Wakefield.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)
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  ...1888...A sharp cold front swept southward from the Dakotas to Texas in just 24 

hours spawning a severe blizzard over the Great Plains.  More than 200 pioneers 

perished in the storm.  Subzero temperatures and mountainous snow drifts killed 

tens of thousands of cattle.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1912...The morning low of 47 degrees below zero at Washta, IA established a 

state record.  (The Weather Channel) (This record was tied in February, 1996 at 

Elkader).

  ...1982...Freezing temperatures penetrated into south Florida.  Vegetables were 

destroyed as far south as Homestead, where the temperature fell to 29 degrees, and 

citrus was damaged at Orlando, where the mercury fell to 23 degrees.  A low 

pressure area on the Gulf spread snow and freezing rain over the central and 

southern Gulf states.  Amounts were generally 5 inches from northern Louisiana 

into northern Florida.  Atlanta, GA was paralyzed by snow and freezing rain.  

(Intellicast)

  ...1985...A record "snowstorm of the century" struck portions of western and south 

central Texas.  The palm trees of San Antonio were blanketed with up to thirteen 

and a half inches of snow, more snow than was ever previously received in an 

entire winter season.  Del Rio measured 5.5 inches which was also their most snow 

ever in 24 hours as well as for any season.(Weather Channel) (Storm Data) 

(Intellicast)

  ...1987...Twenty-seven cities in the Upper Midwest reported new record high 

temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 72 degrees at Valentine, NE and 76 

degrees at Rapid City, SD set records for the month of January.  (National Weather 

Summary)

  ...1988...Parts of North Dakota finally got their first snow of the winter season, and 

it came with a fury as a blizzard raged across the north central U.S.  Snowfall 

totals ranged up to 14 inches at Fargo, ND, winds gusted to 65 mph at Windom, 

MN, and wind chill readings in North Dakota reached 60 degrees below zero.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...A dozen cities in the southeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures 

for the date as readings warmed into the 70s and 80s.  Fort Myers, FL reported a 

record high of 86 degrees.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Gale force winds produce squalls with heavy snow in the Great Lakes 

Region.  Totals in northwest Pennsylvania ranged up to eleven inches at 

Conneautville and Meadville.  Barnes Corners, in western New York State, was 

buried under 27 inches of snow in two days.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1996...The fourth and final in a series of snowstorms to strike the east coast in 

only ten days dumped 36 inches of snow at Oakland, PA, 26 inches at Franklin, 

NY, and 25 inches at Montrose, PA.  Another 4 to 6 inches fell in the Washington, 

DC- Baltimore, MD area.  The 10.8 inches at Harrisburg, PA raised its monthly 

snowfall to 38.8 inches -- the city's snowiest month ever.  After this snowfall, many 

places had over 40 inches of snow on the ground, including Grafton, NH (50 

inches), Danville, PA (49 inches), Jaffrey, NH (46 inches), and West Granville, 

MA (43 inches).  Oddly enough, this deep snow cover would be completely 

eradicated in most areas over the next two weeks from warm temperatures and 

heavy rains, setting the stage for major flooding.  (Intellicast)
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  ...1862...The "Nochian flood of California" created a vast sea in the Sacramento 

valley.  San Francisco had a January rain-fall total of 24.36 inches.  (Intellicast)

  ...1886...A great blizzard struck the state of Kansas without warning.  The storm 

claimed 50 to 100 lives, and eighty percent of the cattle in the state.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1888...The mercury plunged to 65 degrees below zero at Fort Keough, located 

near Miles City, MT.  The reading stood as a record for the continental U.S. for 

sixty-six years.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1912...The temperature at Oakland, MD plunged to 40 degrees below zero to 

establish a state record.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

  ...1913...The temperature rose 64 degrees in 14 hours at Rapid City, SD.  

(Intellicast)

  ...1950...The coldest and snowiest month on record (57.2 inches) at Seattle, WA 

was highlighted by a major snowstorm on this date.  20 inches fell at the Seattle-

Tacoma airport. (Intellicast)

  ...1964...A large, slow moving snowstorm hit the mid-Atlantic and New England 

states.  Williamsport, PA was buried under 24 inches of snow.  Scranton, PA 

checked in with 19 inches and Nantucket, MA recorded 19 inches. (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Dry and mild weather prevailed across the country.  Nineteen cities in the 

Upper Midwest reported record high temperatures for the date, including Grand 

Island, NE with a reading of 67 degrees.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A fast moving cold front ushered arctic cold into the north central and 

northeastern U.S.  Mason City, IA reported a wind chill reading of 51 degrees 

below zero, and Greenville, ME reported a wind chill of 63 degrees below zero.  

Winds along the cold front gusted to 63 mph at Rochester, NY, and a thunderstorm 

along the cold front produced wind gusts to 62 mph at Buffalo, NY, along with 

snow and sleet.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Friday the 13th was bad luck primarily for the south central U.S. as an 

upper level weather disturbance spread a mixture of snow and sleet and freezing 

rain across Texas and Oklahoma.  Snowfall totals in central Oklahoma ranged up 

to 8.5 inches at Norman.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A winter storm in the southwestern U.S. produced more than a twelve 

inches of snow in the mountains of California and Nevada.  In northern California, 

Huntington Lake was buried under 40 inches of snow, and up to 20 inches was 

reported in northeastern Nevada.  Heavy rain soaked some of the lower elevations 

of California.  Gibraltar Dam, CA was drenched with 5.33 inches of rain in two 

days.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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  ...1863...The greatest snowstorm of record for Cincinnati, OH commenced, and a 

day later twenty inches of snow covered the ground.  That total has remained far 

above the modern day record for Cincinnati of eleven inches of snow in one storm.  

(David Ludlum)

  ...1882...Southern California's greatest snow occurred on this date.  Fifteen inches 

blanketed San Bernardino, and even San Diego reported a trace of snow.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1888...A cold wave hit California, with temperatures of 20 degrees at Eureka and 

29 degrees at San Francisco.  (Intellicast)

  ...1974...After 2 weeks of very cold temperatures, unseasonably warm temperatures 

accompanied by Chinook winds and heavy rains, as much as 10 inches in a 4 day 

period, resulted in disastrous flooding over northern and central Idaho.  The severe 

flooding was called the worst natural disaster in the history of the state.  Mudslides 

blocked and washed out sections of U.S. 95, Idaho's main north-south highway.  

Total damage was about $50 million.  (Intellicast)

  ...1979...Chicago, IL was in the midst of their second heaviest snow of record as, in 

thirty hours, the city was buried under 20.7 inches of snow.  The twenty-nine inch 

snow cover following the storm was an all-time record for Chicago.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1987...Arctic cold invaded the north central U.S.  By evening blustery northwest 

winds and temperatures near zero at Grand Forks, ND were producing wind chill 

readings of 50 degrees below zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A powerful Pacific storm produced rain and high winds in the western 

U.S.  In Nevada, the strongest wind gust ever recorded at Reno Cannon 

International airport was reported at 11:24 PM, 78 knots or 90 mph, resulting in 

considerable damage around the area.  Wind gusts reached 106 mph southwest of 

Reno and a wind gust to 94 mph was recorded at nearby Windy Hill.  Rainfall 

totals in Oregon ranged up to six inches at Wilson River.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1989...A winter storm spread snow and sleet and freezing rain from the Middle 

Mississippi Valley to the northeastern U.S.  Freezing rain in West Virginia caused 

fifteen traffic accidents in just a few minutes west of Charleston.  Tennessee was 

deluged with up to 7.5 inches of rain.  Two inches of rain near Clarksville, TN left 

water in the streets as high as car doors.

  ...1990...A winter storm in the southwestern U.S. blanketed the mountains of 

southwest Utah with 18 to 24 inches of snow, while sunshine and strong southerly 

winds helped temperatures warm into the 60s in the Central Plains Region.  Five 

cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including North Platte, NE 

with a reading of 63 degrees.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...A low pressure area deepened 18 millibars in only 12 hours (a land bomb) 

and bottomed out at 969 millibars (28.62 inches) as it tracked from the Tennessee 

Valley to northern New York State.  It produced quite a range of nasty weather.  

Heavy snow with blizzard conditions prevailed in Ohio and eastern Michigan.  

Detroit, MI reported thunder and lightning with heavy snow and received a total of 

11 inches -- the biggest single storm snowfall in nearly 10 years.  An unusual 

severe weather outbreak for the time of the year so far north occurred in 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and southeastern New York.  Tornadoes touched down 

at Moosic and Lumberville, PA.  Dime size hail fell at Orange, New Jersey and 

thunderstorm winds gusted to 87 mph at Gettysburg, PA.  Small hail fell at 

weather service office in Newark, NJ -- the first time hail had ever fallen at this 

location in January.  (Intellicast)
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  ...1780...New York Harbor froze over completely during this famous hard winter.  

The harbor was sealed for 5 weeks.  The heaviest of cannons were able to cross the 

ice. (Intellicast)

  ...1852...Between January 15th and February 24th a total of 1378 railroad cars 

were drawn by horses across the frozen Susquehanna River on ice bridge to 

engines waiting at Havre De Grace, MD.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1932...Up to two inches of snow whitened the Los Angeles basin of California.  

The Los Angeles Civic Center reported an inch of snow, and even the beaches of 

Santa Monica were whitened with snow, in what proved to be a record snowstorm 

for Los Angeles.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1952...A six day snowstorm was in progress in the western U.S.  The storm 

produced 44 inches of snow at Marlette Lake, NV, 52 inches at Sun Valley, ID, 

and 149 inches at Tahoe, CA, establishing single storm records for each of those 

three states.  In addition, 24 hour snowfall totals of 22 inches at the University of 

Nevada, and 26 inches at Arco, ID, established records for those two states. ,The 

streamliner, 'City of San Francisco' was snowbound in the Sierra Nevada Range, 

near Donner Summit.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1987...A powerful storm over the Southern Plateau and the Southern Rockies 

produced 24 inches of snow at Colorado Springs, CO, including 22 inches in 24 

hours, a January record.  High winds in the southwestern U.S. gusted to 65 mph in 

the Yosemite Valley of California. This vicious storm belted most of New Mexico 

with as much 4 feet of snow.  The storm lasted until the 18th and several counties 

were declared disaster areas.  Travel in Albuquerque was brought to a standstill 

from blizzard conditions.(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A small storm over the Atlantic Ocean produced heavy snow along the 

coast of North Carolina.  The five inch total at Wilmington, NC was their third 

highest for any storm in January in 117 years of records.  (National Weather 

Summary)

  ...1989...A storm in the northwestern U.S. produced up to 14 inches of snow in the 

Cascade Mountain Range.  Light snow in the north central U.S. was just enough to 

push the snowfall total for January at Fargo, ND past their previous all-time 

monthly record of 30.7 inches, bringing the season total to 57.2 inches.  The 

previous record for most snow within a month occurred back in 1896, when 30.4 

inches fell.  (Intellicast)

  ...1990...While one Pacific storm crossed the Central Rockies, another approached 

the west coast.  The northern mountains of Utah were buried under 17 to 35 inches 

of snow while the mountains of southern Utah received another 12 to 16 inches.  

Eighteen cities in the central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date as 

readings warmed into the 50s and 60s.  Wichita, KS reported a record high of 68 

degrees.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1995...Williston, ND recorded 12.6 inches of snow in 24 hours for its greatest 24 

hour snowfall on record.  (Intellicast)

16 JANUARY

  ...1831... The "great snowstorm" that raged from Georgia to Maine came to an end.  

This storm produced the heaviest snowfall over the largest area of any storm 

studied by weather historian David Ludlum.  Accumulations exceeded 10 inches 

from the Ohio Valley across much of the Atlantic coast north of Georgia.  

Washington, DC reported 13 inches with 18 inches at Baltimore, MD, 18 to 36 

inches near Philadelphia, PA, 15 to 20 inches at New York City, and 20 to 30 

inches over southern New England. (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1916...San Francisco, CA had the greatest storm.  Extensive wind damage 

occurred throughout central California.  (Intellicast)

  ...1964...Fort Worth, TX received 7.5 inches of snow, and Dallas reported a foot of 

snow.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1982...The second severe arctic outbreak of the year hit as a vast arctic 

anticyclone sprawled from British Columbia to Louisiana.  The zero line dropped 

into Texas with the temperature at Amarillo falling from 55 degrees to 1 degree 

below zero and Oklahoma City dropping from 62 degrees to 10 degrees.  

(Intellicast)

  ...1987...A winter storm produced a total of 61 inches of snow at Rye, CO, and 

wind gusts to 100 mph in Utah.  The storm then spread heavy snow from the Texas 

Panhandle to Indiana.  Tulia, TX received 16 inches of snow, and up to 14 inches 

was reported in western Oklahoma.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A powerful Pacific storm battered the coast of southern California.  Winds 

gusting to 65 mph uprooted trees in the San Diego area, while Los Angeles 

recorded a barometric pressure reading of 29.25 inches of mercury -- the lowest in 

100 years of official record keeping.  A foot of snow fell and wind gusted to 70 

mph in the Lake Tahoe Basin of Nevada.  Showers and thunderstorms produced 

2.28 inches of rain at Brownsville, TX, their third highest total for any day in 

January.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1989...Strong chinook winds plagued much of the state of Wyoming.  Winds 

gusted to 80 mph at Cody, and wind gusts to 100 mph were reported in eastern and 

northwestern Wyoming.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Heavy snow fell across the Prince William Sound area and the Susitna 

Valley of southern Alaska.  Valdez was buried under 64.9 inches of snow in less 

than two days, including a record 47.5 inches in 24 hours.  Up to 44 inches of 

snow was reported in the Susitna Valley.  The heavy snow blocked roads, closed 

schools, and sank half a dozen vessels in the harbor.  (Storm Data) 

  ...1994...Bitterly cold air prevailed across the Great Lakes and the northeast.  

Alpena, MI dipped to 28 degrees below zero to tie its record low for January.  

Rochester, NY plunged to 17 degrees below zero for a new record low temperature 

for January.  Boston, MA mean temperature for the day was only 2 degrees -- the 

city's coldest day in 26 years.  Watertown, NY was the cold spot in the nation, with 

a morning low of 43 degrees below zero.  (Intellicast)
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  ...1817...A "luminous snowstorm" occurred in Massachusetts, Vermont and New 

Hampshire.  Saint Elmo's fire appeared as static discharges on roof peaks, fence 

posts, and the hats and fingers of people.  Thunderstorms prevailed over central 

New England.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1867...A severe wind and snowstorm paralyzed the northeast with 12 inches of 

snow and hurricane force winds.  The old colony railroad was snow bound for 10 

days.  (Intellicast)

  ...1893...The mercury dipped to 17 degrees below zero at Millsboro, DE to 

establish a state record.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1972...A single storm unloaded 77.5 inches of snow at Summit, MT to establish 

a state record.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1982...The "Cold Sunday" in the United States.  The coldest in the nation that 

day was 52 degrees below zero near Tower, MN with International Falls, MN 

following closely at 45 below and Chicago, IL at 25 below.  Buffalo, NY had a 

high for the day of 2 below and Princeton, NJ reached 2 above zero at 2 PM.  New 

January records were set at Buffalo at 16 below zero, Milwaukee, WI at 26 below 

(coldest in 111 years), and Washington, DC at 5 below (coldest since 1934).  

Montgomery, AL dropped to 2 below zero and Jackson, MS fell to 5 below zero.  

Florida escaped the freeze.  (Intellicast)

Strong chinook winds caused severe wind damage in Boulder, CO.  Wind gusts to 

118 mph was recorded on the roof of the Environmental Research Laboratories 

(ERL), and a wind gust to 137 mph was measured atop the roof of the National 

Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) building (in the southwest part of the 

city, 600 feet above ground level).  The high winds uprooted trees and damage 

roofs.  (Storm Data)

  ...1987...A winter storm spread snow from the Southern Rockies into the Middle 

Mississippi Valley and southwestern sections of the Great Lakes Region, and 

freezing rain across Texas and Oklahoma.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 16 inches 

at Tulia, TX, with 12 inches at Wellington, KS.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1988...A Pacific storm battered the southern coast of California.  Winds gusting 

to 65 mph uprooted trees in San Diego.  Los Angeles reported an all-time record 

low barometric pressure reading of 29.25 inches.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1989...Strong chinook winds along the eastern slopes of the Rockies gusted to 90 

mph near Rollinsville, CO, and reached 94 mph near Big Timber, MT.  Heavy 

snow blanketed parts of the Upper Mississippi Valley, with eight inches reported in 

Douglas County, WI.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Twenty cities across the southeastern half of the country reported record 

high temperatures for the date.  Record highs included 61 degrees at 

Williamstown, PA and 85 degrees at Brownsville, TX.  Evening thunderstorms 

produced large hail and damaging winds from eastern Texas to Mississippi.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1994...Louisville, KY was blitzed with 15.9 inches in 24 hours for not only its 

greatest 24 hour snowfall ever, but also its greatest snowstorm ever, as a massive 

overrunning pattern developed over the frigid arctic air that was entrenched across 

the eastern U.S.  Lucasville, OH was buried under 30 inches and up to 23 inches 

was reported in Robertson County in Kentucky.  (Intellicast)

  ...1996...High winds behind a powerful low pressure system battered southern high 

plains.  Sustained winds hit 105 mph with gusts to 128 mph at Guadeloupe Pass, 

TX.  Winds gusts hit reached 89 mph at White Sands, NM and 75 mph at El Paso, 

TX.  One person was killed and three were injured when the high winds collapsed 

a food mart roof in Anthony, TX.  El Paso recorded its lowest barometric pressure 

ever with 29.22 inches (989.5 millibars).  (Intellicast)
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  ...1857...A great "Cold Storm" swept across the Atlantic Seaboard from North 

Carolina to Maine.  Snowfall totals of 12 inches were common, whole gales caused 

shipwrecks and damage property on islands, and temperatures near zero prevailed 

from Virginia northward.  Great drifts of snow blocked transportation.  Richmond, 

VA was cut off from Washington, DC for a week.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1930...The record low temperature for the state of Oregon was set at Senca when 

the thermometer dipped to 54 degrees below zero.  (Intellicast)

  ...1943...The record low temperature for the state of Oklahoma was set at Watts 

when the mercury dipped to 27 degrees below zero.  The record low temperature 

for the state of Idaho was set at Island Park Dam when the temperature fell to 60 

degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1957...The record low temperature for the state of Massachusetts was set at Birch 

Hill Dam when the mercury fell to 35 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1973...A baby was carried 300 to 400 yards by the strong winds of a tornado at 

Corey, LA, yet received only minor injuries.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1977...The record low temperature for the state of South Carolina was set near 

Long Creek when the mercury plunged to 20 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1982...A cold morning in the northeast with the temperature at Princeton, NJ at 

9 degrees below zero and Bridgehampton on Long Island at 10 degrees below zero, 

close to an all-time record. (Intellicast)

  ...1986...A Pacific storm dumped heavy rains over northwestern Washington, with 

6 to 9 inches of rain in the Seattle area.  There were 30 mudslides in the Seattle 

area alone.  Major flooding occurred along with tremendous land erosion.  Land 

under a railroad track south of Seattle gave way, derailing an Amtrak train with 28 

people injured as a result. (Intellicast)

  ...1988...A storm in the southwestern U.S. produced a 15 to 20 foot surf along the 

southern California coast, causing more than $50 million in damage.  A small 

tornado in Orange County lifted a baseball dugout 15 feet into the air -- depositing 

it some 150 yards away, in the midst of a city street.  The same storm was also 

responsible for 26 inches of snowfall at Duck Creek, UT. (Intellicast)

  ...1987...A storm in the south central U.S. blanketed Oklahoma City with eight 

inches of snow, their highest total since 1948.  Snowfall totals in Oklahoma ranged 

up to 13 inches at Gage, with drifts five feet high.  Roof collapses across the state 

resulted in seven million dollars damage.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1988...A storm in the southwestern U.S. produced a 15 to 20 foot surf along the 

southern coast of California resulting in more than fifty million dollars damage.  A 

small tornado in Orange County, CA lifted a baseball dugout fifteen feet into the 

air and deposited it in the street, 150 yards away.  The same storm also produced 

26 inches of snow at Duck Creek, UT.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...While fair and mild weather prevailed across the forty-eight states, bitter 

cold gripped Alaska.  The high temperature for the day at Fairbanks was 30 

degrees below zero.  Thunderstorms along the western Gulf coast drenched parts of 

southwest Houston with more than four inches of rain.  (National Weather 

Summary)

  ...1990...A winter storm produced heavy snow and high winds across the 

southwestern U.S.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 18 inches at Lake Arrowhead, CA 

and Ashford, AZ.  High winds in New Mexico gusted to 100 mph east of 

Albuquerque.  Unseasonably warm weather continued from Texas to the Atlantic 

coast.  Twenty cities reported record high temperatures for the date including 

Roanoke, VA with a reading of 71 degrees.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1993...Salt Lake City, UT recorded 0.5 inches of snow on this day to push its 

seasonal snowfall to 76.0 inches to set a new seasonal snowfall record.  The old 

record was 75.6 inches set back in the 1948-49 season.  Total snowfall for the 

month at this point stood at 45.1 inches which is a record for any month.  The old 

record was 41.9 inches set in 1977.

The blast of arctic air spread over the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley.  Chicago's 

high temperature for the day reached only 11 degrees below zero -- tying its record 

for the lowest daily maximum temperature ever.  Tower, MN dropped to 44 

degrees below zero for a morning low.  Super intense snow squalls commenced in 

the lee of Lake Ontario in New York State.  Adams was buried under 36 inches of 

snow in only 9 hours.  Lowville picked up 25 inches for a total of 65 inches on the 

ground. 

A big 3 day snowstorm came to an end at Valdez, AK over which time 57 inches of 

snow buried the city. (Intellicast)

  ...1994...The massive overrunning snowstorm that had buried the Tennessee and 

Ohio Valleys the day before moved northeastward and clobbered interior sections 

of New England and the mid-Atlantic.  Two day snowfall totals included 24 inches 

at Grafton, NH, 23 inches at Long Pond, PA, 22 inches at Patten, ME and 

Hanover, NH, 20 inches at Eustis, ME, and 19 inches at Caribou, ME.  20 inches 

of new snow at Jay Peak, VT raised its snow cover to 91 inches.  Wilkes-Barre 

Scranton, PA recorded 16.6 inches, which brought its monthly snowfall to 36.9 

inches -- its snowiest January on record. (Intellicast)
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  ...1786...The temperature at Hartford, CT fell to 24 degrees below zero.  Up to this 

time, it was the coldest ever known on a thermometer.

  ...1810...The famous "cold Friday" in New England.  Gale force winds wrecked 

homes, and accompanied a sudden overnight drop in temperature of 50 degrees to 

below zero readings.  Tragedy struck Sanbornton, NH where three children froze to 

death.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1892...The temperature rose 43 degrees in 15 minutes at Fort Assiniboine near 

Havre, MT.  (Intellicast)

  ...1925...The record low temperature for the state of Maine was set at Van Buren 

when the temperature fell to 48 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1933...Giant Forest, CA received 60 inches of snow in just 24 hours, a state 

record, and the second highest 24 hour total of record for the U.S.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1977...Snowflakes were observed at Homestead, Miami and Miami Beach in 

extreme southern Florida.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1987...A storm tracking toward the northeastern U.S. produced up to 14 inches 

of snow in northern Indiana.  Peru, IN reported a foot of snow.  Six cities in 

Florida reported new record high temperatures for the date.  The afternoon high of 

88 degrees at Miami equaled their record for the month of January.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A powerful storm hit the central U.S. producing blizzard conditions in the 

Central High Plains, and severe thunderstorms in the Lower Mississippi Valley.  

Snowfall totals ranged up to 36 inches at Wolf Creek Pass, CO, with 31 inches at 

Elsmere, NE. A total of 14 tornadoes struck Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, and 

Tennessee.  A violent (F4) tornado hit Kosciusko, MS but fortunately it tracked 

through mostly woodlands. Tornadoes claimed five lives in Tennessee, including 

an F3 tornado in Fayette County, TN that killed 3 people and injured 24. A tornado 

at Cullman, AL injured 35 persons.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) 

(Intellicast)

  ...1989...The high temperature for the day at Fairbanks, AK was a frigid 41 

degrees below zero, and the morning low of 24 degrees below zero at Anchorage, 

AK was their coldest reading in fourteen years.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds in eastern Texas 

and Louisiana.  Tornadoes at Garland, TX and Apple Springs, TX each injured 

one person.  Heavy snow spread from the Southern and Central Rockies into the 

Great Plains.  Storm totals in New Mexico reached 36 inches at Gascon.  Totals in 

the Central Plains ranged up to 15 inches near McCook, NE and Garden City, KS.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1994....An extremely cold arctic airmass set 67 new record temperature lows 

from Minnesota to Virginia, including 10 cities that recorded their lowest 

temperatures ever.  The following cities set all-time record lows: Indianapolis, IN 

(27 below), Akron, OH, Clarksburg, WV, and Zanesville, OH (25 below), 

Pittsburgh, PA, Louisville, KY, Columbus, OH and Youngstown, OH (22 below), 

Cleveland, OH (20 below), and Erie, PA (18 below).  The mercury plunged to 36 

below zero at New Whiteland, IN to set a new record low temperature for the state.  

A low of 52 degrees below zero was reported in the community of Amasa -- the 

state's coldest temperature on record.  In the bitter cold, intense lake effect snow 

squalls continued in the lee of Lake Ontario.  Parish, NY reported 42 inches of new 

snow accompanied by several hours of lightning and thunder.  (Intellicast)

  ...1995...Columbia, MO was buried under 19.7 inches of snow in 24 hours for its 

greatest 24 hour snowfall and snowstorm ever.  Wind gusts up to 45 mph produced 

blizzard conditions and thunderstorms occurred several times during the heavy 

snow.  Interstates 70, US 63 , and US 54 were closed down.  The same storm 

produced 15 inches of snow at Moline, IL and 14 inches at Blue Jacket, OK.  

(Intellicast)
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  ...1854...A large tornado struck the Brandon and Mount Vernon areas in central 

Ohio. (Intellicast)

  ...1937...The wettest Inaugural Day of record with 1.77 inches of rain in 24 hours.  

Temperatures were only in the 30s as Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn in for his 

second term.  (David Ludlum) 

The record low temperature for the state of California was set at Boca when the 

thermometer dropped to 45 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1943...Strange vertical antics took place in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  

While the temperature at Deadwood was a frigid 16 degrees below zero, the town 

of Lead, just a mile and a half away, but 600 feet higher in elevation, reported a 

balmy 52 degree reading.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1954...The temperature at Rogers Pass, MT plunged to 69.7 degrees below zero 

to establish a new record for the continental U.S.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1961...The "Kennedy Inaugural snowstorm" belted the mid Atlantic area and 

New England.  Up to 29 inches of snow fell in northern New Jersey and 

southeastern New York.  Areas north and west of Boston, MA received over two 

feet.  This was the second of three major snowstorms during the 1960-61 winter 

season in the northeastern U.S.  (Intellicast)

  ...1978...Snowblitz! -- A paralyzing "Nor'easter" blasted New England and the mid 

Atlantic states.  Boston, MA recorded 21 inches in 24 hours to set a new record 24 

hour snowfall amount -- only to have it broken 2 weeks later.  Snowfall was under-

forecast since a predicted change-over from snow to rain did not occur.  Elsewhere, 

15 to 20 inches in Rhode Island, and one to two feet of snow in Pennsylvania.  

Winds along the coast of Connecticut gusted to 70 mph.  (David Ludlum) 

(Intellicast)

  ...1987...Gale force winds lingered along the northern Atlantic coast in the wake of 

a holiday weekend storm.  High winds along the eastern slopes of the Northern 

Rockies gusted to 67 mph at Livingston, MT, and high winds in southern 

California gusted to 70 mph near San Bernardino.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1988...A storm in the Upper Midwest produced heavy snow and gale force winds.  

Up to 27.5 inches of snow was reported along the Lake Superior shoreline of 

Michigan, with 22 inches at Marquette.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1989...The temperature in the Washington, DC area warmed into the lower 50s 

for the Presidential Inauguration during the late morning hours, before gusty 

northwest winds ushered in colder air that afternoon.  (National Weather 

Summary)

  ...1990...While heavy thunderstorm rains drenched the Central Gulf Coast States, 

with 4.23 inches reported at Centreville, AL in 24 hours, unseasonably warm 

weather continued across Florida.  Five cities in Florida reported record high 

temperatures for the date.  Tampa, FL equaled their record high for January of 85 

degrees.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1993...A fast moving 980 millibar low produced high winds in the Pacific 

Northwest.  A wind gust to 64 mph occurred at the Seatac airport in Seattle, WA -- 

the second highest wind gust ever recorded at this location.  Wind gusts neared 100 

mph at the mouth of the Columbia river.  Over 750,000 people in the vicinity of 

Puget Sound lost power.  Damage was severe, with 79 homes destroyed and 581 

suffering major damage.  In Oregon, wind gusts hit 89 mph at Netarts and 86 mph 

at Cape Blanco. 

In the southern U.S., train echo thunderstorms drenched Lafayette and Baton 

Rouge, LA with 10.83 and 9.02 inches of rain in 24 hours, respectively  

(Intellicast)

  ...1994...Frigid conditions persisted over the northeastern U.S.  Rangeley, ME 

reported 45 degrees below zero for a morning low for the cold spot in the nation.  

First Connecticut Lake, NH dropped to a frigid 44 degrees below zero.  Both 

Pittsburgh, PA and Cleveland, OH completed their longest stretch of subzero 

readings on record, with 52 and 56 consecutive hours, respectively.  (Intellicast)
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  ...1854...The coldest day of the famous California cold winter was recorded, when 

the temperature fell to 19 degrees at Sacramento. (Intellicast)

  ...1863...A severe coastal storm dropped heavy rain on the Fredericksburg area of 

Virginia.  It disrupted a Union Army offensive in an ill famed "mud march".  

(David Ludlum)

  ...1982...The second of two major snowstorms to hit southern Minnesota came to 

an end.  Minneapolis received 20 inches of snow in 24 hours to break the previous 

record of 17 inches in 24 hours established just a few days earlier.  A record 38 

inches of snow covered the ground following the two storms, with drifts ten feet 

high.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1983...Record snow fell in western Texas.  16.8 inches fell at Lubbock and this 

broke the old record of 14.8 inches for snowfall in a single storm.  Dalhart 

measured 15 inches and Plainview was buried under 18 inches.  (Intellicast)

  ...1985...Three days of snow squalls at Buffalo, NY finally came to an end.  The 

squalls, induced by relatively warm water in Lake Erie, produced 34 inches of 

snow at the International Airport, with up to 47 inches reported in the suburbs of 

Buffalo.  The New York "blizzard of 85" left many counties disaster areas.  (19th-

21st) (Weather Channel) (Storm Data)

President Reagan was sworn in for a second term in the coldest Inauguration 

Ceremony of record.  Cold and wind resulted in wind chill readings as much as 30 

degrees below zero.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

A all-time record low temperature of 7 degrees was set on this day at Jacksonville, 

FL.  The coldest day ever recorded at Macon, GA was recorded on this day when 

the mercury dropped to 6 degrees below zero.  Records began at Macon in 1899. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1987...Low pressure over Minnesota produced high winds in the Northern Plains 

Region.  Winds gusted to 66 mph at Rapid City, SD, and reached 70 mph at Belle 

Fourche, SD.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...High pressure over northern Nevada and low pressure off the coast of 

southern California combined to produce high winds in the southwestern U.S.  

Wind gusts in the San Francisco area reached 70 mph at Fremont.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Cold and snow prevailed in the northeastern U.S.  Up to 13 inches of 

snow was reported between Woodford and Searsburg in Vermont.  Montpelier, VT 

reported a wind chill reading of 42 degrees below zero.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the state of Florida.  Eight 

cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including West Palm Beach 

with a reading of 86 degrees.  Rain in southern New England changed to freezing 

rain, then to sleet, and then to heavy snow during the late morning.  Most of 

Massachusetts was blanketed with 6 to 10 inches of snow.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1993...Another strong low pressure system moved inland on the west coast of the 

U.S. along the Sierra crest near Lake Tahoe, CA winds were measured sustained at 

122 mph with a peak gust to 176 mph.  Wind gusts reached 80 mph in the Reno, 

NV area.  Thunderstorms with frequent lightning were reported at Blue Canyon, 

CA and the Sierra Ski Ranch was buried under 21 inches of new snow in 24 hours 

to raise its snow cover to 163 inches. (Intellicast)

  ...1994...Record cold continued across the northeastern U.S.  All-time record lows 

were established at the following locations in Pennsylvania: Allentown (15 below), 

Harrisburg (22 below), Wilkes-Barre Scranton (21 below), and Williamsport (20 

below).  Grafton, NH and Livermore Falls, ME both reported morning lows of 40 

degrees below zero.  Worcester, MA had its seventh day in a row with a morning 

low below zero to set a new record for consecutive days below zero. (Intellicast)
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  ...1904...An F4 tornado leveled the northern half of Moundville, AL.  36 people 

were killed and 150 were injured.  Sections of the northeastern part of the town 

were left with only bare ground.  Some manner of "phosphorescent glow" was 

noted in this nighttime tornado. (Intellicast)

  ...1930...The record low temperature for the state of Illinois was set at Mount 

Carroll.  The mercury dipped to 35 degrees below zero. (Intellicast)

  ...1943...Chinook winds during the early morning hours caused the temperature at 

Spearfish, SD to rise 49 Fahrenheit degrees from 4 below zero to 45 above in just 

two minutes (between 7:30 and 7:32 am), the most dramatic temperature rise in 

world weather records.  An hour and a half later the mercury plunged from 54 

above to 4 below zero in twenty-seven minutes.  Plate glass windows cracked as a 

result of the quick thermal expansion and contraction. (David Ludlum)

  ...1987...A winter storm spread snow from central Mississippi through northern 

Georgia to New England.  Up to 20 inches of snow fell in North Carolina, making 

this the worst snowstorm to hit the state in nearly 50 years.  As much as 15 inches 

of snow fell across the heavily populated areas of Virginia, Maryland and 

Delaware.  Traffic tie-ups nearly paralyzed the Washington DC area.  Winds 

gusted to 76 mph at Chatham, MA, and in Pennsylvania, snowfall totals ranged up 

to 21 inches at Dushore.  Williamsport, PA received five inches of snow in just one 

hour. The pressure of the very deep low pressure center dropped to 968 millibars 

(28.60 inches) as it passed through New England. (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1988...The nation was free of winter storms for a day, however, winds in 

southern California gusted to 80 mph in the Grapevine area of the Tehachapi 

Mountains, and winds along the eastern slopes of the Rockies reached 100 mph in 

the Upper Yellowstone Valley of Montana.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1989...Low pressure brought heavy rain and gale force winds to Florida.  

Daytona Beach was drenched with 5.48 inches of rain in 24 hours to establish a 

January record for that location, and winds at Titusville, FL gusted to 63 mph.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...It was a very tame and peaceful mid winter day.  Mild weather prevailed 

across the nation, with rain and snow primarily confined to the northeastern U.S. 

and the Pacific Northwest.  Warm weather continued in Florida.  Highs of 83 

degrees at Hollywood and 85 degrees at Miami were records for the date.  

(National Weather Summary)
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  ...1780...The coldest day of the coldest month of record in the northeastern U.S.  A 

British Army thermometer in New York City registered a reading of 16 degrees 

below zero.  During that infamous hard winter the harbor was frozen solid for five 

weeks, and the port was cut off from sea supply.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1955...The biggest snowfall in 55 years -- 3.5 inches of snow fell at Mobile, AL. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1969...A large F4 tornado ripped through Jefferson, Copiah, Simpson, Rankin, 

Smith, and Scott counties of Mississippi.  The tornado tracked a total of 95 miles.  

32 people were killed and 241 were injured. (Intellicast)

  ...1971...The temperature at Prospect Creek Camp, AK plunged to 79.8 degrees 

below zero, the coldest reading of record for the United States.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1982...A blizzard struck the upper Midwest.  Winds gusting up to 60 mph 

created snow drifts 15 to 20 feet.  18.5 inches was recorded at Minneapolis St. 

Paul, MN and 18 inches piled up at Sioux City, IA. (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Strong winds ushered bitterly cold air into the north central U.S., and 

produced snow squalls in the Great Lakes Region.  Snowfall totals in northwest 

Lower Michigan ranged up to 17 inches in Leelanau County.  Wind chill 

temperatures reached 70 degrees below zero at Sault Ste Marie, MI and Hibbing, 

MN.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Northeastern Colorado experienced its most severe windstorm in years.  A 

wind gust to 92 mph was recorded at Boulder, CO before the anemometer blew 

away, and in the mountains, a wind gust to 120 mph was reported at Mines Peak.  

The high winds blew down a partially constructed viaduct east of Boulder, as nine 

unanchored concrete girders, each weighing forty-five tons, were blown off their 

supports.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Low pressure brought heavy snow to Wyoming, with 18 inches reported at 

the Shoshone National Forest, and 17 inches in the Yellowstone Park area.  

Gunnison, CO, with a low of 19 degrees below zero, was the cold spot in the nation 

for the twelfth day in a row.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A Pacific cold front brought strong and gusty winds to the northwestern 

U.S.  Winds in southeastern Idaho gusted to 62 mph at Burley.  Strong winds also 

prevailed along the eastern slopes of the northern and central Rockies.  Winds in 

Wyoming gusted to 74 mph in Goshen County.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

24 JANUARY

  ...1857...The coldest weather in pre-U.S. Weather Bureau history occurred with 

temperatures of 50 degrees below zero reported in Maine, New Hampshire, and 

Vermont.  The temperature was 30 degrees below zero in Boston, MA and 11 

degrees below zero on Nantucket Island.  (Intellicast)

  ...1916...The temperature at Browning, MT plunged 100 degrees in just 24 hours, 

from 44 degrees above zero to 56 degrees below zero.  It was a record 24 hour 

temperature drop for the U.S.  (Weather Channel) (National Severe Storms 

Forecast Center)

  ...1922...The record low temperature for the state of Wisconsin was set at Danbury 

when the temperature dipped to 54 degrees below zero.  (Intellicast) (This record 

has been broken by one degree in February, 1996)

  ...1935...Snowstorms hit the northeastern U.S. and the Pacific  Northwest 

producing record 24 hour snowfall totals of 23 inches at Portland, ME and 52 

inches at Winthrop, MA.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1956...Thirty-eight inches of rain deluged the Kilauea Sugar Plantation of 

Hawaii in 24 hours, including twelve inches in just one hour.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1963...A great arctic outbreak reached the southern U.S.  The cold wave broke 

many records for duration of cold weather along the Gulf Coast.  A reading of 15 

degrees below zero at Nashville, TN was an all-time record low for that location.  

(David Ludlum)

  ...1967...An outbreak of 32 tornadoes struck the central U.S. with 14 tornadoes in 

Iowa, 9 in Missouri, 8 in Illinois, and 1 in Wisconsin.  Never had there been a 

recorded tornado in Iowa in January until this day.  Seven people were killed in 

this outbreak.  This was the farthest north tornado outbreak ever recorded for the 

winter season.  (Intellicast)

  ...1982...Chinook winds plagued the foothills of southeastern Wyoming and 

northern and central Colorado for the second straight Sunday.  The winds gusted to 

140 mph at Wondervu, CO, located northeast of Denver.  Chinook winds a week 

earlier produced wind gusts to 137 mph.  (Storm Data)

  ...1987...Temperatures in Minnesota plunged far below the zero mark.  

International Falls, MN reported a morning low of 35 degrees below zero, and 

Warroad, MN was the cold spot in the nation with a low of 45 below zero.  A 

storm developing in northeastern Texas produced severe thunderstorms with large 

hail in Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas.  Camden, AR reported golf ball size hail.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A blizzard rapidly developed in the north central U.S.  In just one hour 

weather conditions in eastern North Dakota switched from sunny skies, light winds 

and temperature readings in the 20s, to rapidly falling temperatures and near zero 

visibility in snow and blowing snow.  High winds in Wyoming, gusting to 72 mph 

at Gillette, produced snow drifts sixteen feet high.  Northwestern Iowa experienced 

its second blizzard in just 24 hours.  High winds in Iowa produced wind chill 

readings as cold as 65 degrees below zero.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1989...Heavy snow blanketed the Rockies and the Northern High Plains Region.  

Hettinger, ND received 12 inches of snow.  Wolf Creek Pass, CO was blanketed 

with 16 inches of snow in just 24 hours.  Severe cold prevailed across Alaska.  

Between the 24th and the 29th of January, a total of thirty stations in the state 

report all-time record low temperatures.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1990...A deep low pressure system brought high winds and heavy snow to the 

western Aleutian Islands of Alaska.  Winds gusting to 82 mph at Shemya reduced 

the visibility to near zero in blowing snow. Rain and gale force winds lashed the 

northern Pacific coast.  Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rains over the 

central Gulf coast states.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

25 JANUARY

  ...1821...The Hudson River was frozen solid during the midst of the coldest winter 

in forty-one years.  Thousands of persons crossed the ice from New York City to 

New Jersey, and refreshment taverns were set up in the middle of the river to warm 

pedestrians.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1837...At 7 PM a display of the Northern Lights danced above Burlington, VT.  

Its light was equal to the full moon. Snow and other objects reflecting the light 

were deeply tinged with a blood red hue.  Blue, yellow and white streamers were 

also noted.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1940...The biggest snowstorm on record for Richmond, Virginia came to an end, 

as 21.6 inches of snow fell over a 3 day period.  (Intellicast)

  ...1965...Alta, UT was in the midst of a storm that left the town buried under 105 

inches of snow establishing a record for the state.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1987...The second major storm in three days hit the Eastern Seaboard producing 

up to 15 inches of snow in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware.  Up to 30 inches of 

snow covered the ground in Virginia following the two storms.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...High winds created blizzard conditions in the mountains of Colorado.  

Winds gusted to 109 mph at Echo Lake, and a wind gust to 193 mph was reported 

atop Mount Evans.  A "nor'easter" moving up the Atlantic Coast spread heavy 

snow from the Carolinas to New England, with as much as 16 inches reported in 

the Poconos of eastern Pennsylvania.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Bitter cold air, coming down from Alaska, settled over the Northern 

Rockies. Wilson, WY reported a morning low of 48 degrees below zero.  

Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  One 

thunderstorm in north central Texas spawned a tornado which injured three 

persons at Troy.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Low pressure developed explosively over east central Missouri and moved 

into Lower Michigan producing high winds and heavy snow across parts of Iowa, 

Illinois and Wisconsin.  Wind gusts to 60 mph and up to a foot of snow created 

near blizzard conditions in southeastern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.  Wind 

gusts in Indiana reached 76 mph at Wabash.  Thunderstorms associated with the 

storm produced wind gusts to 54 mph at Fort Madison, IA.  (National Weather 

Summary) (Storm Data)

26 JANUARY

  ...1843...A destructive tornado hit a factory in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, killing 

many people.  (Intellicast)

  ...1937...Flooding occurred along the Ohio River from Pittsburgh, PA to Cairo, IL.  

The river was 80 feet above flood stage at Cincinnati, Ohio. (Intellicast)

  ...1978...A paralyzing blizzard struck the Midwest.  This extremely powerful 

storm, known as the "Cleveland superbomb", set record low barometric pressure 

readings from Atlanta, GA to Ontario, Canada.  The central pressure of the storm 

dropped to 957 millibars (28.26 inches) -- very rare for a storm over land.  One to 

three feet of snow fell in Michigan, and 20 to 40 inches was reported across 

Indiana. Winds reached 70 mph in Michigan and gusted above 100 mph in Ohio.  

The high winds produced snow drifts twenty feet high in Michigan and Indiana 

stranding thousands on the interstate highways.  Temperatures in Ohio dropped 

from the 40s to near zero during the storm.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1983...The California coast was battered by a storm which produced record high 

tides, thirty-two foot waves, and mudslides, causing millions of dollars damage.  

The storm then moved east and dumped four feet of snow on Lake Tahoe.  (22nd-

29th) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A winter storm spread heavy snow across the Middle and Northern 

Atlantic Coast States, with 18 inches reported at Vineland, NJ, and wind gusts to 

65 mph at Chatham, MA.  Snow cover in Virginia ranged up to thirty inches 

following this second major storm in just one week.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1988...A snowstorm in the northeastern U.S. produced 19 inches at Austerlitz, 

NY and Stillwater, NY.  A storm in the Great Lakes Region left 16.5 inches at 

Marquette, MI, for a total of 43 inches in six days.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1989...Snow and high winds created blizzard-like conditions in northwestern 

Vermont.  Winds at Saint Albins gusted to 88 mph.  In Alaska, the town of Cold 

Foot (located north of Fairbanks) reported a morning low of 75 degrees below zero.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A winter storm spread high winds from the northwestern U.S. to 

Wyoming and Colorado, with heavy snow in some of the high elevations.  Stevens 

Pass, WA received 17 inches of snow, half of which fell in four hours.  In extreme 

northwest Wyoming, Togwotee Mountain Lodge received 24 inches of snow.  

Winds in Colorado gusted to 90 mph at Rollinsville.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1994...3.6 inches of snow on this day pushed the monthly snowfall at Wilkes-

Barre Scranton, Pennsylvania to 42.0 inches -- the city's snowiest month ever. 

(Intellicast)

  ...1996...A major storm system dumped heavy snow across the central U.S.  15.3 

inches was recorded at Green Bay, WI.  The 13.7 inches at Des Moines, IA was the 

city's biggest snowstorm in nearly 23 years.  13 inches of snow fell in 24 hours at 

La Crosse, WI, the city's greatest 24 hour snowfall total ever in January.  

Thunderstorms spawned by the same storm system deluged Birmingham, AL with 

4.71 inches of rain, the greatest daily January rainfall on record for the location. 

(Intellicast)

27 JANUARY

  ...1772...The "Washington and Jefferson Snowstorm" occurred. George 

Washington reported three feet of snow at Mount Vernon, and Thomas Jefferson 

recorded about three feet at Monticello.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

  ...1805...Southeastern New York and New England was in the middle of a 3 day 

snowstorm.  Snow fell continuously for 48 hours in New York City where two feet 

reportedly accumulated.  (Intellicast)

  ...1940...Florida had a 3 day long freeze with the lowest temperatures ever in 

January.  Mason, FL dropped to 8 degrees.  Eleven million boxes of citrus were 

damaged, resulting in a 10 million dollar loss.  Further north, Georgia's record low 

temperature of 17 degrees below zero was set near Calhoun. (Intellicast)

  ...1966...Oswego, NY was in the midst of a five day lake effect storm which left the 

town buried under 102 inches of snow.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1967...Residents of Chicago, IL began to dig out from its greatest snowstorm 

which produced 23 inches of snow in 29 hours.  The snow paralyzed the city and 

suburbs for days, and business losses were enormous.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1989...The last half of January was bitterly cold over most of Alaska.  Nearly 

thirty stations established all-time record low temperatures.  On this date Tanana 

reported a low of -76 degrees.  Daily highs of -66 degrees were reported at 

Chandalar Lake on the 22nd, and at Ambler on the 26th.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A powerful storm moving into the western U.S. produced 13 inches of 

snow at Daggett Pass, NV, and 16 inches in the Cascade Mountains of Oregon.  

Winds gusted to 63 mph at Reno, NV, and wind gusts in Oregon exceeded 80 mph.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...The nation got a breather from winter storms, however, cold arctic air 

settled into the southeastern U.S.  Hollywood, FL reported a record low reading of 

39 degrees.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Low pressure in north central Alaska continued to direct air across 

northern Siberia and the edges of the Arctic Circle into the state.  The temperature 

at Fairbanks remained colder than 40 degrees below zero for the eighth day in a 

row.  Lows of 68 below at Galena, 74 below at McGrath, and 76 below at Tanana, 

were new records for the date.  Wind chill readings were colder than 100 degrees 

below zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Another in a series of cold fronts brought high winds to the northwestern 

U.S., and more heavy snow to some of the higher elevations.  The series of 

vigorous cold fronts crossing the area between the 23rd and the 27th of the month 

produced up to 60 inches of snow in the Cascade Mountains of Washington State.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1994...A frigid arctic air was in place over New England and New York as a 

massive 1052 millibar high pressure provided ideal radiational cooling.  Crown 

Point, NY dipped to 48 degrees below zero and Shoreham, VT shivered with 46 

degrees below zero, Burlington, VT broke its old record daily low by 9 degrees 

with a reading of 29 degrees below zero and Caribou, ME set a record low for the 

third day in a row with a temperature of 23 degrees below zero.  (Intellicast)

28 JANUARY

  ...1772...The "Washington and Jefferson" snowstorm occurred across the mid 

Atlantic states.  George Washington in Mount Vernon and Thomas Jefferson in 

Monticello were marooned by this storm.  Snowfall was estimated at 3 feet on a 

level across Virginia and Maryland.  Washington wrote, "...the deepest snow 

which I suppose the oldest living ever remembers to have seen in this country".  

(Intellicast)

  ...1922...The "Knickerbocker Storm" immobilized the city of Washington, DC.  

The storm produced 28 inches of snow in 32 hours, and the heavy snow caused the 

roof of the Knickerbocker movie theater to collapse killing 96 persons.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1925...The temperature at Pittsburg, NH fell to 46 degrees below zero, 

establishing a new record low temperature for the state.  (Intellicast)

  ...1963...The low of -34 degrees at Cynthiana, KY equaled the state record 

established just four days earlier at Bonnieville.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A storm moving out of the Central Rockies into the Northern Plains 

Region produced up to a foot of snow in the Colorado Rockies, and wind gusts to 

99 mph at Boulder CO.  High winds in Colorado caused 5.6 million dollars 

damage.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Barometric pressure readings of 30.55 inches at Miami FL, 30.66 inches 

at Tampa, FL, and 30.72 inches at Apalachicola, FL were all-time record high 

readings for those locations.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Nome, AK reported an all-time record low reading of 54 degrees below 

zero, and the temperature at Fairwell, AK dipped to 69 degrees below zero.  

Deadhorse, AK reported a morning low of 49 degrees below zero, and with a wind 

chill reading of 114 degrees below zero.  In the Lower Forty-eight States, a winter 

storm over Colorado produced up to 15 inches of snow around Denver.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Strong and gusty winds prevailed across the northwestern U.S., and heavy 

snow continued over the mountains of Washington State and Oregon.  In Idaho, 

Mullan received seven inches of snow, and winds gusted to 65 mph southeast of 

Burley.  Heavy rain soaked coastal sections of western Oregon.  Rainfall totals of 

1.20 inches at Portland and 1.57 inches at Eugene were records for the date.  

Winds in Oregon gusting to 60 mph downed power lines in Umatilla County 

knocking out power to more than 13,000 homes, just prior to the kick-off of the 

"Super Bowl" game.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

29 JANUARY

  ...1780...On the coldest morning of one of the most severe winters of record in the 

Northeast, the mercury dipped to 16 degrees below zero at New York City, and 

reached 20 degrees below zero at Hartford, CT.  New York Harbor was frozen for 

five weeks, allowing a heavy cannon to be taken across the ice to fortify the British 

on Staten Island.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1921...A small but intense windstorm resulted in the "Great Olympic Blowdown" 

in the Pacific Northwest.  Hurricane force winds, funneled along the mountains, 

downed vast expanses of Douglas fir trees, and the storm destroyed eight billion 

board feet of timber.  Winds at North Head, WA gusted to 113 mph.  (David 

Ludlum)

  ...1983...A series of Pacific coast storms finally came to an end.  The storms, 

attributed in part to the ocean current, "El Niño", produced ocean swells 15 to 20 

feet high which ravaged the beaches of southern California.  Much of the damage 

was to homes of movies stars in the exclusive Malibu Colony.  (The Weather 

Channel)

  ...1987...A strong storm moving out of the Central Rockies spread snow across the 

north central states, with up to eight inches of snow in Wisconsin, and produced 

wind gusts to 64 mph at Goodland, KS.  A thunderstorm produced three inches of 

snow in forty-five minutes at Owing Mills, MD.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1988...Rain and snow were primarily confined to the northwestern U.S.  An 

afternoon reading of 34 degrees at International Falls, MN was a record high for 

the date.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Bitter cold air continued to pour into Alaska.  At McGrath, temperature 

dipped to 63 degrees below zero.  Strong winds blowing through the Alaska Range 

between Fairbanks and Anchorage produced a wind chill reading of 120 degrees 

below zero at Cantwell.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Severe thunderstorms in the southeastern U.S. spawned a tornado which 

destroyed three mobile homes near Blythe, GA injuring six persons.  A fast moving 

cold front produced high winds in the western U.S.  Winds along the coast of 

Oregon gusted to 65 mph at Portland, and high winds generated 22 to 26 foot seas 

which battered the coast.  Winds near Reno, NV gusted to 78 mph.  High winds 

also buffeted the Central High Plains, with gusts to 94 mph reported at La Mesa, 

CO.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

30 JANUARY

  ...1936...Birmingham, AL established a single storm record and 24 hour record 

with 11 inches of snow.  (29th-30th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel) 

(This record was broken in March, 1993. - Intellicast)

  ...1966...Alabama's record low temperature of 27 degrees below zero was set at 

New Market.  Mississippi's record low temperature of 19 degrees below zero was 

set near Corinth.  North Carolina's record low temperature of 29 degrees below 

zero was set at Mount Mitchell. (Intellicast)

  ...1977...The great "Buffalo Blizzard" finally abated after three days.  The storm 

added a foot of new snow to 33 inches already on the ground.  Winds gusting to 75 

mph reduced visibilities to near zero, produced snow drifts twenty-five feet high, 

and kept wind chill readings 50 degrees below zero.  The blizzard paralyzed the 

city, and caused 250 million dollars damage as one of the coldest January's on 

record in the eastern U.S. came to a close.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1987...A winter storm brought more heavy snow to the North Atlantic Coast 

Region, with 13.6 inches reported at Hiram, ME.  January proved to be the 

snowiest of record for much of Massachusetts.  Worcester, MA reported an all-time 

monthly record of 46.8 inches of snow.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Strong southerly winds, gusting to 53 mph at Kansas City MO, spread 

warm air into the central U.S.  Nineteen cities reported record high temperatures 

for the date. Snow and strong northwest winds ushered cold arctic air into the 

north central states.  The temperature at Cutbank plunged from 54 degrees to a 

morning low of 7 degrees below zero.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...The temperature at McGrath, AK dipped to 62 degrees below zero, and 

Fairbanks reported a reading of 51 degrees below zero, with unofficial readings in 

the area as cold as 75 degrees below zero.  The massive dome of bitterly cold air 

began to slide down western Canada toward the north central U.S.  Strong 

southwest winds ahead of the arctic front pushed the temperature at Great Falls, 

MT to 62 degrees, and gusted to 124 mph at Choteau, MT, overturning trucks and 

mobile homes, and a dozen empty railroad cars.  (National Weather Summary) 

(Storm Data)

  ...1990...A major winter storm produced heavy snow from Indiana to New 

England.  It was the biggest storm in two and a half years for eastern New York 

State.  Snowfall totals in the mountains of Maine ranged up to 20 inches at 

Guilford and Lovell.  Other heavy snowfall totals included 17 inches at Utica, NY, 

and 19 inches at Bethel, VT, Ludlow, VT, and New London, NH.  The storm 

claimed three lives in eastern New York State, and four lives in Vermont.  

(National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1996...A snowfall of 6.4 inches on this day pushed the seasonal snowfall to 180 

inches at Sault Ste Marie, MI.  This set a new seasonal snowfall record for the city.  

The old record was 178.6 inches set in 1976-77.  (Intellicast)

31 JANUARY

  ...1911...Tamarack, CA was without snow the first eight days of the month, but by 

the end of January had been buried under 390 inches of snow, a record monthly 

snowfall total for the U.S.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1937...A snowstorm set records in Oregon with 16 inches recorded at Portland 

and 25 inches at Salem. (Intellicast)

  ...1949...The temperature at San Antonio, TX plunged to a record low of one 

degree below zero.  Helena, MT reached 42 degrees below zero.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1966...A blizzard struck the northeastern  U.S. When the storm came to an end, 

twenty inches of snow covered the ground at Washington, DC. (David Ludlum)

  ...1982...A snowstorm struck Missouri, Illinois and Indiana.  Twenty-five inches of 

snow at Greenville, IL, located east of Saint Louis, MO, paralyzed the community.  

St. Louis, MO recorded 18 inches.  The storm left 4000 motorists stranded for two 

days in Illinois.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1987...A storm in the Pacific Northwest produced wind gusts to 85 mph in 

Oregon, and nearly two inches of rain in twelve hours in the Puget Sound area of 

Washington State.  Ten inches of snow at Stampede Pass, WA brought their total 

snow cover to 84 inches.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thirty-one cities in the central and northeastern U.S. reported new record 

high temperatures for the date, with many occurring during the early morning 

hours.  Temperatures in western New York State reached the 60s early in the day.  

Strong northerly winds in the north central U.S. produced wind chill readings as 

cold as 60 degrees below zero in North Dakota.  (National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...An enormous and extremely cold high pressure area over Alaska set 

record high barometric pressures.  The barometric pressure at Norway, AK reached 

31.85 inches (1078.4 mb) establishing an all-time record for the North American 

Continent.  The temperature at the time of the record was about 46 degrees below 

zero (The Weather Channel).

Severe arctic cold began to invade the north central U.S.  The temperature at Great 

Falls, MT plunged 85 degrees in 36 hours.  Valentine, NE plummeted from a 

record high of 70 degrees to zero in just nine hours.  Northwest winds gusted to 86 

mph at Lander, WY, and wind chill readings of 80 degrees below zero were 

reported in Montana.  Sixty-four cities in the central U.S. reported record highs for 

the date as readings reached the 60s in Michigan and the 80s in Kansas.  (National 

Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...High winds in Montana on the 28th, gusting to 77 mph at Judith Gap, 

were followed by three days of snow.  Heavy snow fell over northwest Montana, 

with up to 24 inches reported in the mountains.  An avalanche covered the road 

near Essex with six feet of snow.  Snow and high winds also plagued parts of the 

southwestern U.S.  Winds gusted to 54 mph at Show Low, AZ, and Flagstaff, AZ 

was blanketed with eight inches of snow.  (National Weather Summary) (Storm 

Data)

  ...1991...The wettest January ever for Apalachicola, FL came to an end as 20.80 

inches of rain fell, or 582 percent of normal!! Lake Charles, Louisiana ended up 

with 14.29 inches of rain for the month which broke the previous record of 12.69 

inches set in January 1974. (Intellicast)

  ...1994...Caribou, ME recorded its coldest month ever.  The average temperature 

for the month was a frigid 0.7 degrees below zero.  The old record was 1.3 degrees 

set in January 1957. (Intellicast)

End of File

1 JANUARY


January 1, 1864 -


the bitterest New Year's ever in the Midwest was recorded as snowstorms, gales, and a severe cold wave struck.  Minneapolis had a maximum temperature of 25 degrees below zero and Chicago had a maximum of 16 below.


January 1, 1885 -


the mercury dropped to 63 degrees below zero on Poplar River in northeastern Montana.


January 1, 1918 -


the coldest modern new year's day of this century was recorded in New England.  Some temperatures included Boston, 3 degrees below; New Haven, CT 7 below; Northfield, VT, 24 below; Bethlehem, NH, 20 below; and Van Buren, ME, 32 below.


January 1, 1934 -


heavy rain which began on December 30th led to flooding in the Los Angeles basin area of California.  Flooding claimed the lives of at least 45 people.  Rainfall totals ranged up to 16.29 inches at Azusa, with 8.26 inches reported in downtown Los Angeles.


January 1, 1979 -


the record low temperature for the state of Colorado was recorded at Maybell.  The thermometer bottomed out at 60 degrees below zero.


January 2, 1885 -


the coldest temperature ever recorded at Duluth, MN occurred on this date.  The temperature plunged to 41 degrees below zero.


January 2, 1893 -


Little Rock, AR had its greatest 24 hour snowfall.  13 inches covered the ground.


January 2, 1904 -


a severe snowstorm began in New England.  Blue Hill observatory in Milton, MA had 19 inches of snow in 24 hours.


January 2, 1910 -


a great flood in Nevada and Utah washed out 100 miles of the Salt Lake - Los Angeles railroad.  The damage totaled $7 million.


January 2, 1955 -


Hurricane Alice battered the leeward islands with sustained winds of 85 mph on this day.  Alice was upgraded as a full tropical system on December 31, 1954, making Alice the latest and earliest hurricane on record in the Atlantic Ocean.


January 2, 1961 -


the temperature dipped to 14 degrees on the summit of Haleakela, setting the lowest temperature ever recorded in the state of Hawaii.


January 2, 1987 -


a snowstorm raged on in New England.  Total snowfall in the storm which began on the 1st , by the morning of the 3rd amounted to 22 inches at Lowell, MA, 14 inches at Worcester, MA, 22 inches at Nashua, NH, and 18 inches at Portland, ME.  Wind gusts reached 80 mph along the Maine coast.  Significant coastal flooding occurred as the storm coincided with unusually high astronomical tides.


January 2, 1992 -


Miami, FL recorded 4.16 inches of rain in 24 hours ending at 7 am est.  This set a new 24 precipitation record for January.  The previous record was 3.07 inches set on January 30, 1953.


January 2, 1993 -


in the Sierra Nevada mountains in California, the Sugar Bowl ski patrol reported a snow depth of 90 inches at the 7000 foot level.  A depth of 150 inches was measured at 7800 feet.  Since December 29, 1992, a total of 72 inches had fallen at the 7000 foot elevation, with 93 inches at 8300 feet.


January 3, 1777 -


an overnight freeze enabled George Washington to flank the British at Trenton, NJ, cross their lines at Princeton, and seek security in the hills of northern New Jersey.


January 3, 1913 -


the barometer at Canton, NY read 28.20 inches, which is the lowest ever recorded at an inland station.


January 3,1949 -


Warren, AR was hit by an F4 tornado.  55 people were killed and 435 were injured.  Total damage was $1.3 million.


January 3,1961 -


a 3 day long ice storm was in progress over northern Idaho which produced accumulations of ice up to 8 inches thick -- a U.S. record.


January 3, 1970 -


an exceptionally high barometer reading of 31.43 inches was recorded at Barrow, Alaska.


January 3, 1987 -


a 3 inch snowfall broke the record for this date at Little Rock, AR.  The previous record was 2.5 inches in 1942.  This snowfall is deeper than the amount of snow received during the entire year for 1986.  The 1986 snowfall total was 2.7 inches.


January 3, 1996 -


the first in the series of snowstorms to strike the eastern U.S. over the next ten days was in progress over New England, New York, and Pennsylvania.  Rochester, NY was buried under 23 inches of snow in 24 hours for the city's greatest 24 hour snowfall on record.  21 inches was recorded at Oswego, NY and 18 inches fell at Batavia.  Other snowfall totals included 16 inches at Milton, MA, 14 inches at Montpelier, VT, 13.3 inches at Montrose, PA and 13.1 inches at Boston, MA.


January 4, 1780 -


a great snowstorm and gale struck George Washington's headquarters in Morristown, NJ, burying his army and buffeting the British supply fleets at sea.


January 4, 1859 -


"deep snow" fell in New England.  26 inches fell at Middletown, CT, and 36 inches at Hartford, CT.  30 inches fell in 12 hours at Goffstown, NH


January 4, 1917 -


an F3 tornado cut a 15 mile path through Pittsburg county in Oklahoma.  16 people were killed.


January 4, 1971 -


a blizzard raged from Kansas to Wisconsin.  There were 27 storm related deaths in Iowa.  20 inches of snow fell and 50 mph winds were reported.


January 4, 1981 -


the second record cold blast engulfed the northeast during the 1980-81 winter season.  Record lows included 27 degrees below zero at Burlington, VT and Caribou, ME, 18 below at Portland, ME, 7 below at Providence, RI and 8 below at Pittsburgh, PA.  Other cold temperatures included 42 below at Old Forge, NY and East Haven, VT, and 41 below at Enosburg Falls, VT and Houlton, ME.


January 4,1992 -


a subtropical low pressure area developed explosively over the Gulf Stream waters east of Cape Hatteras, NC and apparently deepened 18 millibars in just 3 hours.  The central pressure dropped from 994 to 976 millibars and bottomed out at 968 millibars 3 hours later.  An offshore buoy recorded a pressure drop of 9.2 millibars in just one hour.  Major coastal flooding and beach erosion occurred along the New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia coasts as the storm "made landfall".  A wind gust to 83 mph was recorded at Indian River, Delaware and a gust to 89 mph occurred at Chincoteague, VA.  Ocean City, MD was hit "very hard" with winds sustained at 50 mph and gusts to 70 mph.  At the Ocean City airport, the runway flooding was the worst ever observed.  Substantial beach erosion was reported at Rehoboth Beach, DE which rivaled damage one by the Great March 1962 storm.  Total damage reached $45 million in New Jersey alone.  Rainfall at inland locations over the mid-Atlantic was very heavy in some places with Witts Orchard, VA checking in with a 24 hour total of 7.56 inches.


January 4, 1994 -


a major coastal storm was in progress across the Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern states.  Elkins, WV recorded 6 inches of snow in one hour and Syracuse, NY had 5 inches of snow in a hour for two consecutive hours.  Syracuse measured 18 inches for the storm.  Other big snowfall totals included 20 inches at Renovo, PA and 18.5 inches at Tully, NY.  As the storm passed off the New Jersey coast, a gravity wave was induced near Allentown, PA.  The barometric pressure plunged 22.4 millibars from 997.7 to 975.3 in just 45 minutes at Allentown, and then rebounded almost as much in only 15 minutes.  The gravity wave propagated northeastward and produced similar pressure fluctuations in New England.  Boston, MA recorded a wind gust to 66 mph as the wave passed, along with heavy sleet.


January 5, 1835 -


it was a record cold morning in the eastern U.S.  The temperature plunged to 23 degrees below zero on the Yale campus in New Haven, CT and to 40 degrees below zero in the Berkshire Hills of Connecticut.


January 5, 1884 -


a severe arctic outbreak hit the Midwest, sending Des Moines to a low of 30 degrees below zero and Indianapolis to a low reading of 25 degrees below zero.  Peoria, Illinois had a record low reading of 27 degrees below zero.


January 5, 1904 -


bitterly cold air gripped the northeastern U.S.  Morning lows of 42 degrees below zero at Smethport, PA and 34 degrees below zero at River Vale, NJ established state records.


January 5, 1913 -


the record low temperature for the state of Utah was set at Strawberry Tunnel.  The thermometer plunged to 50 degrees below zero.


January 5, 1982 -


a three day rainstorm in the San Francisco, CA area finally came to an end.  Marin and Cruz counties were drenched with up to 25 inches of rain.  Big snow fell in the Sierra-Nevada range, with accumulations up to eight feet in depth.  The storm claimed at least 36 lives and caused more than 300 million dollars damage.


January 5,1988 -


lake effect snow squalls in New York State dumped nearly 70 inches of snow at Highmarket in less than 24 hours.


January 6, 1856 -


the deepest snow of Thoreau's "long, snowy winter" occurred.  The cover lasted until spring.  12 inches fell at Boston, MA and 18 inches fell at Providence, RI.


January 6, 1880 -


Seattle, WA had its greatest snowfall.  An estimated 4 feet fell.


January 6, 1988 -


one of the largest snowfall episodes this century for the southern U.S. was in full swing.  The storm, occurring from the 5th to the 8th, produced heavy snow from the Oklahoma panhandle to Virginia.  This was the largest snowstorm this century for the state of Arkansas.  Heber Springs, AR observed 16 inches of snow.  Up to 20 inches was reported in Macon County in western North Carolina and up to 18 inches fell in central Oklahoma.  Sleet and freezing rain paralyzed areas along the southern perimeter of the snowfall zone with one inch ice accumulations reported in northern Alabama.


January 6, 1992 -


the Milwaukee, WI area endured its 11th consecutive day without sunshine.  This broke the old record of 10 consecutive days set in 1985.


January 6, 1994 -


a big snow blitz in the Wasatch mountains of Utah.  Alta was buried under 55.5 inches of snow in 24 hours, setting a new 24 hour snowfall record for the location.  Over 70 inches fell from the 4th to the 6th.


January 7, 1821 -


a big snowstorm from Virginia to southern New England came to an end, leaving a foot of snow at Washington, DC, 14 inches at Baltimore, MD, 18 inches at Philadelphia, PA, and 14 inches at New York City.


January 7, 1873 -


a great blizzard raged on the Great Plains.  Many settlers perished in Minnesota and Iowa.


January 7, 1886 -


a severe cold wave in the southern section of the country brought the worst freeze since 1835 in Florida.


January 7, 1913 -


Tucson, AZ set its all time record low temperature with a frigid 0 degrees.


January 7, 1971 -


the temperature at Hawley Lake, AZ dipped to 40 degrees below zero, setting a new record low temperature for the state.


January 7, 1989 -


severe thunderstorms produced 6 tornadoes in southern Illinois and Indiana.  One of these tornadoes, rare enough for having occurred so far north at near the middle of meteorological winter, attained F4 intensity as it traversed the southern half of Allendale, Illinois.  Much of the small town of 600 was obliterated and 50 people were injured.


January 7, 1989 -


Fargo, ND was in the middle of a 3 day snowstorm over which time 24.4 inches of snow fell on the city -- the greatest single storm total ever for the location.


January 7, 1992 -


a rare January thunderstorm rumbled over Sioux Falls, SD.  This was the first January thunderstorm recorded in the city since 1939.  Meanwhile, thunderstorms produced 6 tornadoes (one F2 and five F1) near Grand Island, NE -- the first tornadoes ever recorded in Nebraska during January.


January 7, 1995 -


a severe thunderstorm produced a downburst wind gust to 146 mph at Seymour-Johnson AFB in Goldsboro, NC.


January 7, 1996 -


the "blizzard of '96" clobbered a huge area from the Ohio Valley to the mid-Atlantic and northeast with record snows.  The storm began over the mid-Atlantic on the 6th, and ended over New England on the 8th.  Low pressure developed over the southeast on the 6th, and eventually became a 983 millibar storm center off of the Delmarva.  42.5 inches of snow was recorded at Bayard, WV while 39 inches fell at Snowshoe, WV.  A new snowfall record for New Jersey was set when 35 was measured at White House.  All the big cities were buried: Washington/Dulles - 24.6 inches, Baltimore - 22.5, Philadelphia - 30.7 inches (biggest snowfall ever), New York City - 27.5 inches, and Boston - 18.2 inches.  Other snowfall totals included 38 inches at Upper Strasburg, PA, 37 inches at Shenandoah, VA, 36 inches at Standfordville, NY, 32 inches at Great Barrington, MA, 28 inches in the Pine Mountains in KY, 27 inches at Coventry, RI, and 26 inches at Milford, CT.  Cincinnati, Ohio had 14.4 inches for its greatest single storm snowfall on record.  This event was the second in an unrelenting, paralyzing "siege of snowstorms" along the east coast during a ten day period.


January 8, 1859 -


this is the only day New York City's temperature stayed below zero the entire day.


January 8, 1923 -


the all-time January record high temperature reading was reached at Los Angeles when the mercury climbed to 90 degrees.


January 8, 1937 -


the record low temperature for the state of Nevada was set at San Jacinto when the temperature dropped to 50 degrees below zero.


January 8, 1973 -


a severe ice storm stuck Atlanta, GA.  The storm paralyzed the city.  Damage from the storm was estimated at $25 million.  One to four inches of ice coated northern Georgia, leaving 300,000 people without electricity for up to a week.


January 8, 1990 -


a strong Pacific storm slammed into the coast of Oregon late Sunday night into this morning with winds gusting up to near 80 mph.  Portland airport reported a gust of 63 mph, Pendleton airport clocked winds at 76 mph.  An observer at Pacific City on the Oregon coast reported a gust of 76 mph.


January 9, 1875 -


the temperature at Cheyenne, WY dipped to an all-time record cold reading of 38 degrees below zero.


January 9,1880 -


the second great storm to hit the Pacific Coast within three days brought barometer readings of 28.48 inches at Olympia, WA and 28.51 inches at Portland, OR.  Heavy snows blocked railroads for days.


January 9, 1976 -


lake effect snow squalls buried the town of Adams, NY under 68 inches of snow.


January 9, 1977 -


the coldest temperature ever recorded in St.  Cloud, MN was recorded on this day.  At 8:00 am CST the temperature dropped to 43 degrees -- below zero!! Between January 3rd and 19th of this year, the low temperature was -15 degrees or colder on 14 out of 17 days.


January 9, 1990 -


the 3rd storm in 4 days hit the Pacific Northwest.  Winds in Oregon gusted above 100 mph at Netarts and at Oceanside.  The rainfall total of 4.53 inches at Astoria, OR was a record for date and 8.16 inches of rain was reported at Seaside, OR.


January 9,1992 -


an unbelievable 14 consecutive days of cloudy skies finally came to an end at Minneapolis/St.  Paul, MN.  Every single weather observation during this time period showed overcast conditions -- 350 consecutive hours of cloudy skies! There was not even a "mostly cloudy" -- all observations were completely cloudy.  During this cloudy period it was very mild.  The average temperature from December 26th to January 8th was 19 degrees above normal.


January 9, 1993 -


a big snowstorm dumped 17.2 inches of snow on Topeka, KS in 24 hours.


January 10, 1800 -


the heaviest snowfall ever recorded on the southeast coastal plain dumped 10 inches of snow on Charleston, SC and 18 inches on Savannah, GA.


January 10, 1836 -


a major winter storm, known as "the big snow", dumped 30 to 40 inches of the white stuff over northern Pennsylvania, interior New York, and western Pennsylvania.  The storm also buried the coastal plain with 15 inches at Philadelphia, PA, 18 inches at New York City, and 24 inches across southern New Jersey.


January 10, 1911 -


the temperature dropped 47 degrees in 15 minutes at Rapid City, SD.


January 10, 1949 -


snow was reported at San Diego, CA for the first and only time since 1882.  Snow was even noted on some of the beaches in the Los Angeles metropolitan area.  Burbank reported nearly 5 inches (4.7) of snow, while both Long Beach and Laguna Beach received one inch.


January 10, 1975 -


Minnesota's "storm of the century" started as a severe blizzard moved from south to north.  The barometer sank to 28.55 inches at Duluth, and the wind chill dropped to 50 to 80 degrees below zero.  23.5 inches of snow fell and 35 people perished.


January 10, 1981 -


a severe arctic blast covered the eastern 2/3rds of the country.  Records were set throughout the Midwest and the northern plains with the lowest temperature at 36 degrees below zero at Sault Ste Marie, MI.  Wind chills went down to 50 degrees below zero with a wind chill of 98 below reported at Fargo, ND.


January 10, 1981 -


a severe arctic blast covered the eastern 2/3rds of the country.  Records were set throughout the Midwest and the northern plains with the lowest temperature at 36 degrees below zero at Sault Ste Marie, MI.  Wind chills went down to 50 degrees below zero with a wind chill of 98 below reported at Fargo, ND.


January 10, 1982 -


a massive high pressure area (31.15 inches) over central Saskatchewan with a ridge south to Texas brought record cold.  The lowest temperature in the nation was 37 degrees below zero at Bemidji, MN.  All time lows were set at O'Hare and Midway airports in Chicago with 26 below.  New records were set with 23 below at Moline, IL and Peoria, IL.  Milwaukee's all time low was equaled with 25 below and in Cincinnati, OH, the temperature was 9 below at game time for the Bengals-Chargers NFL playoff game.  41 stations reported new daily minimum temperatures.


January 10, 1990 -


strong southerly winds ahead of a Pacific cold front helped temperatures in the central U.S. soar as much as 50 degrees during the day.  A total of 50 cities in the central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date with afternoon highs in the 70s as far north as Nebraska and Colorado.  Highs of 53 at Devil's Lake, ND, 76 at Grand Island, NE, 73 at Lincoln, NE, and 73 at North Platte, NE all established records for the month of January.


January 10, 1993 -


the greatest single snowstorm ever at Salt Lake City, UT came to an end.  The four day storm dumped 23.3 inches of snow on the city breaking the previous record of 21.6 inches set from March 12th to the 15th, 1944.


January 10, 1996 -


a clipper-type system produced more snow over the mid Atlantic and northeast.  On the 9th, 3-6 inches of snow fell in the Washington, DC-Baltimore, MD area, still digging out from the blizzard just two days earlier.  The clipper intensified over the waters just east of New England on the 10th and produced up to 9 inches of snow over northeastern Massachusetts and Cape Cod.  The 5.4 inches at Boston raised its snow cover to 32 inches -- its greatest depth ever recorded.  The 2.6 inches at Philadelphia brought its monthly snow total to 33.7 inches -- its snowiest month on record.  This was the third snowstorm to affect the region in a week.


January 11, 1898 -


Fort Smith, AR was hit by an F4 tornado.  55 people were killed and 113 were injured.  A Fort Smith street sign was carried for 22 miles.


January 11, 1918 -


a vast storm of blizzard proportions moved through Great Lakes and Ohio Valley.  Toledo had 63 mph winds during a frontal passage.  The temperature dropped from 28 above to 15 degrees below zero.


January 11, 1942 -


Rhode Island's record low temperature of 23 degrees below zero was set at Kingston.


January 11, 1951 -


an F2 tornado struck Los Gatos and Sunnyvale, CA, causing $1.5 million in damage.  Another F2 tornado moved through San Jose, CA with $50,000 in damage.


January 11, 1982 -


a frigid arctic air mass brought the zero degree line all the way down to central Alabama and Georgia.  Atlanta, GA recorded 5 degrees below zero and Birmingham, AL shivered at 2 below.  The freezing line reached into central Florida.  Pensacola was 8 degrees and Orlando recorded 32 degrees.


January 11, 1982 -


a frigid high was centered over Oklahoma and Texas.  The zero degree line was all the way to central Alabama and Georgia.  Atlanta, GA recorded 5 degrees below zero and Birmingham, AL shivered at 2 below.  The freezing line was all the way into central Florida.  Pensacola was 8 degrees and Orlando recorded 32 degrees.  34 stations recorded new record lows.


January 11, 1982 -


as the nation shivered in record cold, Buffalo, NY was buried under 28 inches of snow from snow squalls -- 25.3 inches in 24 hours set new 24 hour record.


January 11, 1972 -


downslope winds hit the eastern slopes of the Rockies in northern Colorado and southeastern Wyoming.  Boulder, CO reported wind gusts to 144 mph and 25 million dollars in property damage.


January 11, 1980 -


warm Chinook winds developed along the east slopes of the Rocky Mountains causing the temperature at Great Falls, MT to rise from 32 degrees below zero to 15 degrees above zero in just 7 minutes.


January 12, 1912 -


the record low temperature for the state of Iowa was set at Washta.  The temperature fell to 47 degrees below zero (this record was tied in February, 1996).


January 12, 1982 -


freezing temperatures penetrated into south Florida.  Vegetables were destroyed as far south as Homestead, where the temperature fell to 29 degrees, and citrus was damaged at Orlando, where the mercury fell to 23 degrees.  A low pressure area on the Gulf spread snow and freezing rain over the central and southern Gulf states.  Amounts were generally 5 inches from northern Louisiana into northern Florida.  Atlanta, GA was paralyzed by snow and freezing rain.


January 12, 1985 -


the "snowstorm of the century" occurred in southern Texas.  San Antonio recorded more snow in a 24 hour period (9 inches) than was received during any entire winter in the past 100 years.  Total snowfall for the storm was 13.5 inches.  Del Rio measured 5.5 inches which was also their most snow ever in 24 hours as well as for any season.


January 12, 1996 -


the fourth and final in a series of snowstorms to strike the east coast in only ten days dumped 36 inches of snow at Oakland, PA, 26 inches at Franklin, NY, and 25 inches at Montrose, PA.  Another 4 to 6 inches fell in the Washington, DC- Baltimore, MD area.  The 10.8 inches at Harrisburg, PA raised its monthly snowfall to 38.8 inches -- the city's snowiest month ever.  After this snowfall, many places had over 40 inches of snow on the ground, including Grafton, NH (50 inches), Danville, PA (49 inches), Jaffrey, NH (46 inches), and West Granville, MA (43 inches).  Oddly enough, this deep snow cover would be completely eradicated in most areas over the next two weeks from warm temperatures and heavy rains, setting the stage for major flooding.


January 13, 1862 -


the "Nochian flood of California" created a vast sea in the Sacramento valley.  San Francisco had a January rain-fall total of 24.36 inches.


January 13, 1886 -


a blizzard struck the state of Kansas without warning.  The storm claimed 50 to 100 lives, and 80 percent of the cattle in the state.


January 13, 1888 -


Fort Keogh, near Miles City, MT, hit a low temperature of 65 degrees below zero.  This was a long standing United States record.


January 13, 1912 -


the record low temperature for the state of Maryland was set at Oakland when the temperature fell to 40 degrees below zero.


January 13, 1913 -


the temperature rose 64 degrees in 14 hours at Rapid City, SD.


January 13, 1950 -


the coldest and snowiest month on record (57.2 inches) at Seattle, WA was highlighted by a major snowstorm on this date.  20 inches fell at the Seattle-Tacoma airport.


January 13, 1964 -


a large, slow moving snowstorm hit the mid-Atlantic and New England states.  Williamsport, PA was buried under 24 inches of snow.  Scranton, PA checked in with 19 inches and Nantucket, MA recorded 19 inches.


January 14, 1863 -


Cincinnati, Ohio's greatest snowstorm commenced, reaching a depth of 20 inches on the next day.


January 14, 1882 -


southern California's greatest snow occurred.  15 inches blanketed San Bernardino, and even San Diego reported a trace of snow.


January 14, 1888 -


a cold wave hit California, with temperatures of 20 degrees at Eureka and 29 degrees at San Francisco.


January 14, 1974 -


after 2 weeks of very cold temperatures, unseasonably warm temperatures accompanied by Chinook winds and heavy rains, as much as 10 inches in a 4 day period, resulted in disastrous flooding over northern and central Idaho.  The severe flooding was called the worst natural disaster in the history of the state.  Mudslides blocked and washed out sections of U.S. 95, Idaho's main north-south highway.  Total damage was about $50 million.


January 14, 1979 -


Chicago had its second heaviest snowstorm ever when 20.7 inches fell in 30 hours.  The 29 inches on the ground at the storm's end set an all-time depth record.


January 14, 1988 -


strong winds ahead of a Pacific frontal system pushed through the Reno, Nevada area in the evening hours.  The strongest wind gust ever recorded at Reno Cannon International airport was reported at 11:24 PM, 78 knots or 90 mph, resulting in considerable damage around the area.


January 14, 1992 -


a low pressure area deepened 18 millibars in only 12 hours (a land bomb) and bottomed out at 969 millibars (28.62 inches) as it tracked from the Tennessee Valley to northern New York State.  It produced quite a range of nasty weather.  Heavy snow with blizzard conditions prevailed in Ohio and eastern Michigan.  Detroit, MI reported thunder and lightning with heavy snow and received a total of 11 inches -- the biggest single storm snowfall in nearly 10 years.  An unusual severe weather outbreak for the time of the year so far north occurred in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and southeastern New York.  Tornadoes touched down at Moosic and Lumberville, PA.  Dime size hail fell at Orange, New Jersey and thunderstorm winds gusted to 87 mph at Gettysburg, PA.  Small hail fell at weather service office in Newark, NJ -- the first time hail had ever fallen at this location in January.


January 15, 1780 -


New York harbor froze over completely during this famous hard winter.  The harbor was sealed for 5 weeks.  The heaviest of cannons were able to cross the ice.


January 15, 1852 -


an ice bridge was completed across the Susquehanna River in Maryland so railroad cars could be hauled across the ice by horse power.


January 15, 1932 -


downtown Los Angeles, CA had its heaviest snowfall when 2 inches fell.  1 inch was measured at the civic center.


January 15, 1952 -


a 6 day snowstorm was in progress in the western U.S.  The storm produced 44 inches of snow at Marlette Lake, NV, 52 inches at Sun Valley, ID, and 149 inches at Tahoe Lake, CA, establishing single storm records for each of those 3 states.


January 15, 1987 -


a vicious winter storm belted most of New Mexico with as much 4 feet of snow.  The storm lasted until the 18th and several counties were declared disaster areas.  Travel in Albuquerque was brought to a standstill from blizzard conditions.


January 15, 1989 -


Fargo, ND recorded the snowiest January on record and the most snowfall for any one month during a winter season with two weeks remaining this January.  Thus far, 30.7 inches of snow had fallen, bringing the season total to 57.2 inches.  The previous record for most snow within a month occurred back in 1896, when 30.4 inches fell.


January 15, 1995 -


Williston, ND recorded 12.6 inches of snow in 24 hours for its greatest 24 hour snowfall on record.


January 16, 1831 -


the "great snowstorm" came to an end.  This storm produced the heaviest snowfall over the largest area of any storm studied by weather historian David Ludlum.  Accumulations exceeded 10 inches from the Ohio Valley across much of the Atlantic coast north of Georgia.  Washington, DC reported 13 inches with 18 inches at Baltimore, MD, 18 to 36 inches near Philadelphia, PA, 15 to 20 inches at New York City, and 20 to 30 inches over southern New England.


January 16, 1916 -


San Francisco, CA had the greatest storm.  Extensive wind damage occurred throughout central California.


January 16, 1982 -


the second severe arctic outbreak of the year hit as a vast arctic anticyclone sprawled from British Columbia to Louisiana.  The zero line dropped into Texas with the temperature at Amarillo falling from 55 degrees to 1 degree below zero and Oklahoma City dropping from 62 degrees to 10 degrees.


January 16, 1987 -


a winter storm produced 61 inches of snow at Rye, CO and wind gusts to 100 mph in Utah.  The storm then spread heavy snow from the Texas panhandle to Indiana.  Tulia, TX received 16 inches of snow, and up to 14 inches blanketed western Oklahoma.


January 16, 1988 -


a powerful Pacific storm battered the coast of southern California.  Winds gusting to 65 mph uprooted trees in the San Diego area, while Los Angeles recorded a barometric pressure reading of 29.25 inches of mercury -- the lowest in 100 years of official record keeping.


January 16, 1990 -


heavy snow fell across the Prince Williams Sound area and the Susitna Valley of southern Alaska.  Valdez was buried under 64.9 inches of snow in less than two days, including a record 47.5 inches in 24 hours.  Up to 44 inches of snow was reported in the Susitna valley.  The heavy snow sank a half dozen vessels in the harbor.


January 16, 1994 -


bitterly cold air prevailed across the Great Lakes and the northeast.  Alpena, MI dipped to 28 degrees below zero to tie its record low for January.  Rochester, NY plunged to 17 degrees below zero for a new record low temperature for January.  Boston, MA mean temperature for the day was only 2 degrees -- the city's coldest day in 26 years.  Watertown, NY was the cold spot in the nation, with a morning low of 43 degrees below zero.


January 17, 1817 -


in Vermont and Massachusetts, St.  Elmo's fire was prevalent during snow, thus the storm was called the "luminous snowstorm".


January 17, 1867 -


a severe wind and snowstorm paralyzed the northeast with 12 inches of snow and hurricane force winds.  The old colony railroad was snow bound for 10 days.


January 17, 1893 -


the record low temperature for the state of Delaware was set at Millsboro.  The mercury fell to 17 degrees below zero.


January 17, 1982 -


the "Cold Sunday" in the United States.  The coldest in the nation that day was 52 degrees below zero near Tower, MN with International Falls, MN following closely at 45 below and Chicago, IL at 25 below.  Buffalo, NY had a high for the day of 2 below and Princeton, NJ reached 2 above zero at 2 PM.  New January records were set at Buffalo at 16 below zero, Milwaukee, WI at 26 below (coldest in 111 years), and Washington, DC at 5 below (coldest since 1934).  Montgomery, AL dropped to 2 below zero and Jackson, MS fell to 5 below zero.  Florida escaped the freeze.


January 17, 1982 -


strong Chinook winds caused severe damage in Boulder, Colorado.  A wind gust to 118 mph was recorded on the roof of a building at the Environmental Research Laboratories, and a wind gust to 147 mph was measured on the roof of a building at the National Center for Atmospheric Research.


January 17, 1994 -


Louisville, KY was blitzed with 15.9 inches in 24 hours for not only its greatest 24 hour snowfall ever, but also its greatest snowstorm ever, as a massive overrunning pattern developed over the frigid arctic air that was entrenched across the eastern U.S.  Lucasville, OH was buried under 30 inches and up to 23 inches was reported in Robertson County in Kentucky.


January 17, 1996 -


high winds behind a powerful low pressure system battered southern high plains.  Sustained winds hit 105 mph with gusts to 128 mph at Guadeloupe Pass, TX.  Winds gusts hit reached 89 mph at White Sands, NM and 75 mph at El Paso, TX.  One person was killed and three were injured when the high winds collapsed a food mart roof in Anthony, TX.  El Paso recorded its lowest barometric pressure ever with 29.22 inches (989.5 millibars).


January 18, 1857 -


the "Cold Storm" battered the east coast from North Carolina to Maine.  Snowfall totals of one to two feet were common, whole gales caused shipwrecks and damaged property on islands, and temperatures near zero prevailed from Virginia northward.  Great drifts of snow blocked transportation.  Richmond, VA was cut off from Washington, DC for a week.


January 18, 1930 -


the record low temperature for the state of Oregon was set at Senca when the thermometer dipped to 54 degrees below zero.


January 18, 1943 -


the record low temperature for the state of Oklahoma was set at Watts when the mercury dipped to 27 degrees below zero.  The record low temperature for the state of Idaho was set at Island Park Dam when the temperature fell to 60 degrees below zero.


January 18, 1957 -


the record low temperature for the state of Massachusetts was set at Birch Hill Dam when the mercury fell to 35 degrees below zero.


January 18, 1973 -


a tornado in Corey, LA lifted a baby from its crib and carried it some 400 yards, leaving the child with only minor injuries.


January 18, 1977 -


the record low temperature for the state of South Carolina was set near Long Creek when the mercury plunged to 20 degrees below zero.


January 18, 1982 -


a cold morning in the northeast with the temperature at Princeton, NJ at 9 degrees below zero and Bridgehampton on Long Island at 10 degrees below zero, close to an all-time record.


January 18, 1986 -


a Pacific storm dumped heavy rains over northwestern Washington.  6 to 9 inches of rain was common in the Seattle area.  There were 30 mudslides in the Seattle area alone.  Major flooding occurred along with tremendous land erosion.  Land under a railroad track south of Seattle gave way, derailing an Amtrak train with 28 people injured as a result.


January 18, 1988 -


a storm in the southwestern U.S. produced a 15 to 20 foot surf along the southern California coast, causing more than $50 million in damage.  A small tornado in Orange County lifted a baseball dugout 15 feet into the air -- depositing it some 150 yards away, in the midst of a city street.  The same storm was also responsible for 26 inches of snowfall at Duck Creek, UT.


January 18, 1993 -


Salt Lake City, UT recorded .5 inches of snow on this day to push its seasonal snowfall to 76.0 inches to set a new seasonal snowfall record.  The old record was 75.6 inches set back in the 1948-49 season.  Total snowfall for the month at this point stood at 45.1 inches which is a record for any month.  The old record was 41.9 inches set in 1977.


January 18, 1993 -


blast of arctic air spread over the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley.  Chicago's high temperature for the day reached only 11 degrees below zero -- tying its record for the lowest daily maximum temperature ever.  Tower, MN dropped to 44 degrees below zero for a morning low.  Super intense snow squalls commenced in the lee of Lake Ontario in New York State.  Adams was buried under 36 inches of snow in only 9 hours.  Lowville picked up 25 inches for a total of 65 inches on the ground.


January 18, 1993 -


a big 3 day snowstorm came to an end at Valdez, AK over which time 57 inches of snow buried the city.


January 18, 1994 -


the massive overrunning snowstorm that had buried the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys the day before moved northeastward and clobbered interior sections of New England and the mid-Atlantic.  Two day snowfall totals included 24 inches at Grafton, NH, 23 inches at Long Pond, PA, 22 inches at Patten, ME and Hanover, NH, 20 inches at Eustis, ME, and 19 inches at Caribou, ME.  20 inches of new snow at Jay Peak, VT raised its snow cover to 91 inches.  Wilkes-Barre Scranton, PA recorded 16.6 inches, which brought its monthly snowfall to 36.9 inches -- its snowiest January on record.


January 19, 1786 -


the temperature at Hartford, CT fell to 24 degrees below zero.  Up to this time, it was the coldest ever known on a thermometer.


January 19, 1810 -


it was a famous cold Friday in New England with gale winds and a sudden overnight temperature drop of 50 degrees to below zero.  3 children froze to death at Sanbornton, NH.


January 19, 1892 -


the temperature rose 43 degrees in 15 minutes at Fort Assiniboine near Havre, MT.


January 19, 1925 -


the record low temperature for the state of Maine was set at Van Buren when the temperature fell to 48 degrees below zero.


January 19, 1933 -


Giant Forest, CA received 60 inches of snow in just 24 hours, a state record, and the second highest 24 hour total on record for the U.S.


January 19, 1977 -


snowflakes were observed on the extreme southern end of the Florida Peninsula at Miami, Miami Beach, and Homestead.


January 19, 1988 -


a powerful storm hit the central U.S. producing blizzard conditions in the central high plains and severe thunderstorms in the lower Mississippi Valley.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 36 inches at Wolf Creek Pass, CO and 31 inches was reported near Elsmere, NE.  A total of 14 tornadoes struck Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee.  A violent (F4) tornado hit Kosciusko, MS but fortunately it tracked through mostly woodlands.  A F3 tornado in Fayette County, TN killed 3 people and injured 24.


January 19, 1994 -


an extremely cold arctic airmass set 67 new record temperature lows from Minnesota to Virginia, including 10 cities that recorded their lowest temperatures ever.  The following cities set all-time record lows: Indianapolis, IN (27 below), Akron, OH, Clarksburg, WV, and Zanesville, OH (25 below), Pittsburgh, PA, Louisville, KY, Columbus, OH and Youngstown, OH (22 below), Cleveland, OH (20 below), and Erie, PA (18 below).  The mercury plunged to 36 below zero at New Whiteland, IN to set a new record low temperature for the state.  A low of 52 degrees below zero was reported in the community of Amasa -- the state's coldest temperature on record.  In the bitter cold, intense lake effect snow squalls continued in the lee of Lake Ontario.  Parish, NY reported 42 inches of new snow accompanied by several hours of lightning and thunder.


January 19, 1995 -


Columbia, MO was buried under 19.7 inches of snow in 24 hours for its greatest 24 hour snowfall and snowstorm ever.  Wind gusts up to 45 mph produced blizzard conditions and thunderstorms occurred several times during the heavy snow.  Interstates 70, US 63 , and US 54 were closed down.  The same storm produced 15 inches of snow at Moline, IL and 14 inches at Blue Jacket, OK.


January 20, 1854 -


a large tornado struck the Brandon and Mount Vernon areas in central Ohio.


January 20, 1937 -


1.77 inches of rain fell at Washington, DC, making it the wettest inaugural day of record.  Temperatures were only in the 30s as Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn in for his second term.


January 20, 1937 -


the record low temperature for the state of California was set at Boca when the thermometer dropped to 45 degrees below zero.


January 20, 1943 -


famous temperature antics occurred in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  The temperature was 52 degrees above zero at Lead and 16 degrees below zero degrees at Deadwood simultaneously.  The places are only 1.5 miles apart, but there is an elevation difference of 600 feet.


January 20, 1954 -


the coldest temperature ever recorded in the 48 contiguous states was recorded at Rogers Pass, MT.  The temperature dropped to 69.7 degrees below zero.


January 20, 1961 -


the "Kennedy Inaugural snowstorm" belted the mid Atlantic area and New England.  Up to 29 inches of snow fell in northern New Jersey and southeastern New York.  Areas north and west of Boston, MA received over two feet.  This was the second of three major snowstorms during the 1960-61 winter season in the northeastern U.S.


January 20, 1978 -


snowblitz! -- a paralyzing nor'easter blasted New England and the mid Atlantic states.  Boston, MA recorded 21 inches in 24 hours to set a new record 24 hour snowfall amount -- only to have it broken 2 weeks later.  Snowfall was under-forecast since a predicted change-over from snow to rain did not occur.


January 20, 1993 -


in the southern U.S., train echo thunderstorms drenched Lafayette and Baton Rouge, LA with 10.83 and 9.02 inches of rain in 24 hours, respectively.


January 20, 1993 -


a fast moving 980 millibar low produced high winds in the Pacific northwest.  A wind gust to 64 mph occurred at the Seatac airport in Seattle, WA -- the second highest wind gust ever recorded at this location.  Wind gusts neared 100 mph at the mouth of the Columbia river.  Over 750,000 people in Puget sounds lost power.  Damage was severe, with 79 homes destroyed and 581 suffering major damage.  In Oregon, wind gusts hit 89 mph at Netarts and 86 mph at Cape Blanco.


January 20, 1994 -


frigid conditions persisted over the northeastern U.S.  Rangeley, ME reported 45 degrees below zero for a morning low for the cold spot in the nation.  First Connecticut Lake, NH dropped to a frigid 44 degrees below zero.  Both Pittsburgh, PA and Cleveland, OH completed their longest stretch of subzero readings on record, with 52 and 56 consecutive hours, respectively.


January 21, 1854 -


the coldest day of the famous California cold winter was recorded, when the temperature fell to 19 degrees at Sacramento.


January 21, 1863 -


a strong coastal storm dropped heavy rains on the Fredricksburg area of Virginia, disrupting the Union Army offensive in the infamous "mud march".


January 21, 1983 -


record snow fell in western Texas.  16.8 inches fell at Lubbock and this broke the old record of 14.8 inches for snowfall in a single storm.  Dalhart measured 15 inches and Plainview was buried under 18 inches.


January 21, 1985 -


an all-time record low temperature of 7 degrees was set on this day at Jacksonville, FL.  The coldest day ever recorded at Macon, GA was recorded on this day when the mercury dropped to 6 degrees below zero.  Records began at Macon in 1899.


January 21, 1985 -


three days of snow squalls at Buffalo, NY came to an end.  The squalls dumped 34 inches of snow at the Buffalo International Airport with up to 47 inches reported in the suburbs.  The New York "blizzard of '85" left many counties as disaster areas.


January 21, 1993 -


another strong low pressure system moved inland on the west coast of the U.S. along the Sierra crest near Lake Tahoe, CA winds were measured sustained at 122 mph with a peak gust to 176 mph.  Wind gusts reached 80 mph in the Reno, NV area.  Thunderstorms with frequent lightning were reported at Blue Canyon, CA and the Sierra Ski Ranch was buried under 21 inches of new snow in 24 hours to raise its snow cover to 163 inches.


January 21, 1994 -


record cold continued across the northeastern U.S.  All-time record lows were established at the following locations in Pennsylvania: Allentown (15 below), Harrisburg (22 below), Wilkes-Barre Scranton (21 below), and Williamsport (20 below).  Grafton, NH and Livermore Falls, ME both reported morning lows of 40 degrees below zero.  Worcester, MA had its seventh day in a row with a morning low below zero to set a new record for consecutive days below zero.


January 22, 1904 -


an F4 tornado leveled the northern half of Moundville, AL.  36 people were killed and 150 were injured.  Sections of the northeastern part of the town were left with only bare ground.  Some manner of "phosphorescent glow" was noted in this nighttime tornado.


January 22, 1930 -


the record low temperature for the state of Illinois was set at Mount Carroll.  The mercury dipped to 35 degrees below zero.


January 22, 1943 -


Chinook winds caused wild temperatures fluctuations at Spearfish, SD.  The temperature rose 49 degrees between 7:30 and 7:32 am (4 below to 45 above zero).  Around 9 am the temperature plunged 58 degrees in 27 minutes (54 above to 4 below zero).  Plate glass windows cracked as a result of the quick thermal expansion and contraction.


January 22, 1987 -


a major snowstorm struck the east coast.  Up to 20 inches of snow fell in North Carolina, making this the worst snowstorm to hit the state in nearly 50 years.  Williamsport, PA recorded 5 inches of snow in one hour and winds gusted to 76 mph at Chatham, MA.  Stalled traffic nearly paralyzed the Washington, DC and Boston, MA areas.  The pressure of the very deep low pressure center dropped to 968 millibars (28.60 inches) as it passed through New England.


January 23, 1955 -


3.5 inches of snow fell at Mobile, AL, the biggest snowfall in 55 years for the city.


January 23, 1969 -


a large F4 tornado ripped through Jefferson, Copiah, Simpson, Rankin, Smith, and Scott counties of Mississippi.  The tornado tracked a total of 95 miles.  32 people were killed and 241 were injured.


January 23, 1971 -


the coldest temperature recorded in the United States was recorded at Prospect Creek Camp, Alaska when the temperature dipped to 79.8 degrees below zero.


January 23, 1982 -


a blizzard struck the upper Midwest.  Winds gusting up to 60 mph created snow drifts 15 to 20 feet.  18.5 inches was recorded at Minneapolis St.  Paul, MN and 18 inches piled up at Sioux City, Iowa.


January 23, 1988 -


northeastern Colorado experienced is most severe windstorm in years.  A wind gust to 92 mph was recorded at Boulder before the anemometer blew away.  In the mountains, a wind gust to 120 mph was reported at Mines Peak.  The high winds blew down a partially constructed viaduct east of Boulder as 9 unanchored concrete girders, each weighing 45 tons, were blown off their supports


January 24, 1857 -


the coldest weather in pre-U.S. Weather Bureau history occurred with temperatures of 50 degrees below zero reported in Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont.  The temperature was 30 degrees below zero in Boston, MA and 11 degrees below zero on Nantucket Island.


January 24, 1922 -


the record low temperature for the state of Wisconsin was set at Danbury when the temperature dipped to 54 degrees below zero.


January 24, 1916 -


the temperature at Browning, MT plunged 100 degrees in 24 hours from 44 above to 56 degrees below zero.  This is the U.S. record for a 24 hour temperature drop.


January 24, 1956 -


the Kilauea sugar plantation of Hawaii was deluged with 38 inches of rain in 24 hours, including 12 inches in just one hour.


January 24, 1963 -


a great arctic outbreak reached into the southlands.  A record low temperature of 15 degrees below zero was set in Nashville, TN.


January 24, 1967 -


an outbreak of 32 tornadoes struck the central U.S. with 14 tornadoes in Iowa, 9 in Missouri, 8 in Illinois, and 1 in Wisconsin.  Never had there been a recorded tornado in Iowa in January until this day.  7 people were killed in this outbreak.  This was the farthest north tornado outbreak ever recorded for the winter season.


January 25, 1821 -


the Hudson River was frozen solid during the midst of the coldest winter in 41 years.  Thousands of people crossed the ice from New York City to New Jersey and refreshment taverns were set up in the middle of the river to warm pedestrians.


January 25, 1940 -


the biggest snowstorm on record for Richmond, Virginia came to an end.  21.6 inches of snow fell over a 3 day period.


January 25, 1987 -


the second major storm in 3 days hit the eastern seaboard producing up to 15 inches of snow in Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware.  Up to 30 inches of snow covered the ground in Virginia following the 2 storms.


January 26, 1843 -


a destructive tornado hit a factory in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, killing many people.


January 26, 1937 -


flooding occurred along the Ohio River from Pittsburgh, PA to Cairo, IL.  The river was 80 feet above flood stage at Cincinnati, Ohio.


January 26, 1978 -


an extremely powerful storm, known as the Cleveland superbomb, set record low barometric pressure readings from Atlanta, GA to Ontario, Canada.  The central pressure of the storm dropped to 957 millibars (28.26 inches) -- very rare for a storm over land.  One to three feet of snow fell in Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan.  Winds gusts hit 100 mph in Ohio with snow drifts as high as 25 feet.


January 26, 1994 -


3.6 inches of snow on this day pushed the monthly snowfall at Wilkes-Barre Scranton, Pennsylvania to 42.0 inches -- the city's snowiest month ever.


January 26, 1996 -


a major storm system dumped heavy snow across the central U.S.  15.3 inches was recorded at Green Bay, WI.  The 13.7 inches at Des Moines, IA was the city's biggest snowstorm in nearly 23 years.  13 inches of snow fell in 24 hours at La Crosse, WI, the city's greatest 24 hour snowfall total ever in January.  Thunderstorms spawned by the same storm system deluged Birmingham, AL with 4.71 inches of rain, the greatest daily January rainfall on record for the location.


January 27, 1805 -


southeastern New York and New England was in the middle of a 3 day snowstorm.  Snow fell continuously for 48 hours in New York City where two feet reportedly accumulated.


January 27, 1940 -


Florida had a 3 day long freeze with the lowest temperatures ever in January.  Mason, FL dropped to 8 degrees.  11 million boxes of citrus were damaged, resulting in a 10 million dollar loss.  Further north, Georgia's record low temperature of 17 degrees below zero was set near Calhoun.


January 27, 1966 -


Oswego, New York was in the midst of a 5 day lake effect snowstorm which left the town buried under 102 inches of snow.


January 27, 1967 -


Chicago, Illinois had its greatest snowstorm when 23 inches fell in 29 hours.


January 27, 1994 -


a frigid arctic air was in place over New England and New York as a massive 1052 millibar high pressure provided ideal radiational cooling.  Crown Point, NY dipped to 48 degrees below zero and Shoreham, VT shivered with 46 degrees below zero, Burlington, VT broke its old record daily low by 9 degrees with a reading of 29 degrees below zero and Caribou, ME set a record low for the third day in a row with a temperature of 23 degrees below zero.


January 28, 1772 -


the "Washington and Jefferson" snowstorm occurred across the mid Atlantic states.  George Washington in Mount Vernon and Thomas Jefferson in Monticello were marooned by this storm.  Snowfall was estimated at 3 feet on a level across Virginia and Maryland.  Washington wrote, "...the deepest snow which I suppose the oldest living ever remembers to have seen in this country".


January 28, 1922 -


the 28 inch snowfall from the "Knickerbocker Storm" collapsed the roof of a Washington, DC theater of that name, killing over 100 movie patrons.


January 28, 1925 -


the temperature at Pittsburg, New Hampshire fell to 46 degrees below zero, establishing a new record low temperature for the state.


January 28, 1963 -


the record low temperature was established for the state of Kentucky when the mercury bottomed out at 34 degrees below at Cynthia.


January 29, 1780 -


on the coldest morning of one of the most severe winters of record in the northeast, the mercury dipped to 16 degrees below zero at New York City, and reached 20 degrees below zero at Hartford, CT.  New York harbor was frozen for 5 weeks, allowing the British to transport a heavy cannon across the ice to help fortify Staten Island.


January 29, 1921 -


the great "Olympic blowdown" commenced in the Pacific Northwest as a small but intense windstorm funneled along the mountains and downed vast expanses of Douglas Fir trees.  8 billion board feet of timber was destroyed.  Winds at North Head, WA gusted as high as 113 mph.


January 30, 1936 -


Birmingham, AL had its greatest snowstorm of record.  11 inches covered the ground.  This record was broken in March, 1993.


January 30, 1966 -


Alabama's record low temperature of 27 degrees below zero was set at New Market.  Mississippi's record low temperature of 19 degrees below zero was set near Corinth.  North Carolina's record low temperature of 29 degrees below zero was set at Mount Mitchell.


January 30, 1977 -


the great "Buffalo blizzard" finally abated after 3 days.  The storm added a foot of new snow to 33 inches already on the ground.  Winds gusting to 75 mph reduced visibility to near zero, produced snow drifts 25 feet high, and kept wind chill reading frequently 50 degrees below zero.  The blizzard paralyzed the city and caused 250 million dollars in damage as one of the coldest January's on record in the eastern U.S. came to a close.


January 30, 1989 -


the temperature at McGrath, AK dipped to 62 degrees below zero.  Fairbanks, AK reported a reading of 51 degrees below zero with unofficial readings in the area as cold as 75 degrees below zero.  As the massive dome of bitterly cold air began to slide down western Canada towards the North Central U.S., strong southwesterly winds ahead of the arctic front pushed the temperature at Great Falls, MT to 62 degrees.  Winds gusted to 124 mph at Choteau, MT which overturned trucks, mobile homes, and a dozen empty railroad cars.


January 30, 1996 -


6.4 inches of snow on this day pushed the seasonal snowfall to 180 inches at Sault Ste Marie, MI.  This set a new seasonal snowfall record for the city.  The old record was 178.6 inches set in 1976-77.


January 31, 1911 -


Tamarack, CA recorded 390 inches of snow for the month.  This established a record monthly snowfall total for the U.S.


January 31, 1937 -


a snowstorm set records in Oregon with 16 inches recorded at Portland and 25 inches at Salem.


January 31, 1949 -


the all-time minimum temperature for San Antonio, TX was established when the temperature fell to zero degrees.


January 31, 1982 -


a low pressure area spread heavy snow from Missouri to Indiana.  25 inches piled up at Greenville, IL and St.  Louis, MO recorded 18 inches.  4000 motorists were stranded for 2 days in Illinois.


January 31, 1989 -


severe arctic cold began to invade the north central U.S. the temperature at Great Falls, MT plunged 85 degrees in 36 hours and the temperature at Valentine, NE plummeted from a record high of 70 degrees to zero in just 9 hours.  Northwest winds gusted to 86 mph at Lander, WY and wind chill readings of 80 degrees below zero were reported in Montana.


January 31, 1989 -


an enormous and extremely cold high pressure area over Alaska set record high barometric pressures.  A new all-time record high pressure for North America was set at Northway, Alaska.  The pressure topped out at 31.85 inches (1078.4 millibars).


January 31, 1991 -


the wettest January ever for Apalachicola, Florida came to an end.  20.80 inches of rain fell, or 582 percent of normal!! Lake Charles, Louisiana ended up with 14.29 inches of rain for the month which broke the previous record of 12.69 inches set in January 1974.


January 31, 1994 -


Caribou, ME recorded its coldest month ever.  The average temperature for the month was a frigid 0.7 degrees below zero.  The old record was 1.3 degrees set in January 1957

