Dan, Dan the Weatherman's World Weather Trivia Page 

I've assembled as many interesting weather facts as I can to make this world weather trivia page. Obviously I didn't know all these facts off the top of my head. Some I discovered myself, but the I had to hunt around for the vast majority. The internet was, needless to say, a particularly handy source, especially regarding American weather. Another good source proved to be old weather periodicals, such as The Meteorological Magazine, which seemed much more intent on facts and figures than research. If you scroll to the bottom of this page you'll find a list of sources. Incidentally, if any of these facts turn out to be wrong, or records quoted get broken please e-mail and let me know. Thanks. 

Use these shortcuts to navigate my world weather trivia pages: 

http://www.dandantheweatherman.com/wortrivjan.html

JANUARY


Jan 1 
1886 Norway's coldest night on record; lows drop to -51.4C at Karasjok. 
2006 Sydney, Australia records a high of 44.2C, the second hottest day on record here - the highest maximum temperature on record here is 45.3C recorded in 1939 (records date back to 1859). Meanwhile, Sydney Airport recorded its hottest day on record reaching 45.2C. 17, 18, 19 

Jan 2 
1960 One of Australia's hottest days on record; temperatures reached 50.7C in Oodnadatta in South Australia, the record high for the state. Northern Territory in Australia also records its hottest day on record as highs at Finke peak at 48.3C. 1 
1962 Hawaii's coldest night on record; lows drop to -10.0C at Mount Haleakala. 
1974 Thailand's coldest night on record; lows drop to -1.4C at Sakon Nakhon. 

Jan 3 
1095 A great snowstorm affects Ireland killing many. 2 
1961 A 3 day long icestorms over northern Idaho comes to an end having left ice up to 20cm accumulated on power and telephone lines. This is a US record! 2 

Jan 4 
1976 Tasmania's hottest day on record. Highs at Hobart reach 40.8C. 1 
1981 Lows drop to -31.3C in Toronto, Toronto's lowest temperature on record. 

Jan 5 
1904 New Jersey's coldest night on record; lows drop to -36.7C at River Vale. Pennsylvania records its coldest night on record as lows drop down to -41.1C in Smethport. 3 
1974 Temperatures reach 15C at Vanda Station on the Scott Coast, Antarctica. This is the highest temperature recorded in Antarctica. 2 
1993 Winds on Mount Haleakala on Maui in Hawaii reach 100mph, knocking down power lines on which 45cm ice had accumulated. 2 
1999 Illinois' coldest night on record; lows drop to -37.8C at Congerville. 3 

Jan 6 
1880 Seattle's greatest snowstorm on record. 146cm snow lay on the ground after the storm halting transport and causing hundreds of barns to collapse. 4 
2002 Snow fell in Athens for the first time since 1992 between 4th and 6th January. The snow settled and was 4-5cm deep in the city and 10cm deep at the Acropolis. Some Aegean islands were also affected by snow and gale force winds. On the 6th the minimum temperature in Athens was -2.2C and the maximum just 1.8C compared to the normal of 13C, whilst in Souda on Crete the minimum and maximum was just 0.6C and 3.4C respectively. The average January high there is 16C. It wasn't just cold in Greece though; in Rome and Naples lows on the 5th dropped to -5.3C and -2.8C respectively. 

Jan 7 
1971 Arizona's coldest night on record; lows at Hawley Lake drop down to -40.0C. 3 
1985 La Coruna in the extreme northwest of Spain records its coldest night on record as lows drop to -4.8C. 5 
2002 A trace of snow fell in Washington DC on the 6th and 7th, the latest first snowfall of the winter recorded here since Christmas Day 1894. 

Jan 8 
1937 Nevada's coldest night on record; lows drop to -45.6C at San Jacinto. 3 
1966 The world's wettest 24 hour period on record saw 1,825mm rain fall in 24 hours on the 7/8 January at Foc Foc on the Indian Ocean island of La Reunion. 6 
1979 Lows in Moscow drop to -45C, the coldest night here in almost a century. 2 
1982 Denmark's coldest night on record; lows drop to -31.2C at Hørsted/Thy. 
2000 Kirensk in Siberia records a low of -58C. 2 

Jan 9 
1954 Greenland's coldest temperature on record; a reading of -66C is read during the British Greenland Expedition at Northice (78.04N, 38.29W). 2 

Jan 10 
1939 Victoria in Australia records its hottest day on record when highs at Mildura reach 47.2C. 1 
1971 The UK records its joint mildest January day on record when highs reach 18.3C at Aber, North Wales. 
1973 54 people are killed and another 350 are injured as a tornado hits San Justo, some 300 miles northwest of Buenos Aries. 7 
1982 England's coldest night on record and the coldest January night on record; temperatures drop to a low of -26.1C at Newport, Shropshire. It was also the UK's joint coldest night on record as temperatures in Braemar, Aberdeenshire in Scotland dropped to -27.2C. 

Jan 11 
1911 Temperatures at Rapid City, South Dakota drop 26 degrees Celsius in just 15 minutes. 2 
1939 New South Wales in Australia records its hottest day on record when highs at Wilcannia reach 50.0C. 1 
1979 Temperatures drop to a low of -9.4C in Milan, Italy. Since then a colder night has not been registered. During the day temperatures climbed no higher than -4.2C. A colder day hasn't been recorded here since then. 13 

Jan 12 
1939 Adelaide's hottest day on record; temperatures peak at 46.1C. 16 
1981 Massachusetts' coldest night on record; lows drop to -37.2C at Chester. 3 
1985 34cm snow falls in San Antonio, Texas. This was more snow than had ever fallen before in an entire winter season. 
1987 Switzerland's coldest night on record; lows drop to -41.8C at La Brévine. 

Jan 13 
1903 Tahiti and the Society Islands are struck by a tropical cyclone. The associated storm surge is as high as 12m and kills 1,000 people. 2 
1912 Maryland's coldest night on record; lows drop to -40.0C at Oakland. 3 

Jan 14 
1939 Sydney records its hottest day on record as the maximum temperature reaches 45.3C. To put this in some kind context, the average January high here is 25.8C and on average just 3 January days per year have a maximum temperature above 30C. A high of 40C is to be expected on average once every ten years or so! 19 

Jan 15 
1932 Los Angeles' greatest snowstorm on record; approx. 5cm snow falls, covering the ground to a depth of 2.5cm at the Civic Center and Santa Monica beach was also covered with snow. 4 
1957 Montreal lowest temperature on record, -37.8C, was recorded. 

Jan 16 
1889 Cloncurry in Queensland, Australia records a high of 53.3C, the hottest day on record both here and in Australia. 2 
1947 The Netherlands records its hottest January day on record when highs reach 17.2C in Maastricht. 

Jan 17 
1490 Freezing rain damages many trees in Florence in Italy. 2 
1974 Scotland's wettest day on record; 238mm rain fell in 24 hours at Sloy Main Adit, Loch Lomond. 8 

Jan 18 
1930 Oklahoma's coldest night on record; lows drop to -32.8C at Watts. 3 
1943 Idaho's coldest night on record; lows drop to -51.1C at Island Park Dam. 3 
1990 Hong Kong's coldest night on record; lows drop to freezing. 
2002 Desert areas in the north of Saudi Arabia were affected by snow for the first time in 40 years. Snow fell to a depth of 10-20cm in some places. The snow melted away pretty quickly but reports say that nomads in the area aren't at all used to snow and were rather confused as to what to do with it. Not unlike British people on a sunny summers day. Ha Ha. 

Jan 19 
1925 Maine's coldest night on record; lows drop to -44.4C at Van Buren. 3 
1977 Snow falls in Miami, Palm Beach, Miami Beach and Homestead (22 miles south of Miami), the first and thus far the only time snow has been observed south of Fort Myers. The snow melted on contact with the ground but nevertheless snow's snow! 4 
1994 Indiana's coldest night on record; lows drop to -37.8C at New Whiteland. 3 

Jan 20 
1493 A blizzard hits Florence in Italy leaving streets blocked with snow. 2 
1606 2,000 people killed in the Severn Estuary area. This is the UK's deadliest flood. 
1933 Phoenix, Arizona records its joint greatest snowfall ever when 2.5cm snow falls. In 1937 the record is equaled on the same day when 2.5cm snow falls again. 2 
1937 California's coldest night on record; lows at Boca drop down to -42.8C. 3 
1954 The coldest night on record in the 48 contiguous states of the USA; lows in Rogers Pass, Montana drop to -56.5C. 

Jan 21 
1940 Wales' coldest night on record; lows drop to -23.3C at Rhayader, Powys. 8 
1985 South Carolina's coldest night on record; lows at Caesars Head drop down to -28.3C. It's also North Carolina's coldest night on record. Low's Mount Mitchell drop down to -36.7C. 3 

Jan 22 
1985 Virginia's coldest night on record; lows at Mountain Lake drop down to -34.4C. 3 
1994 The 24 hour period ending on the 22nd became the wettest such period on record in New Zealand when Colliers Creek recorded 682mm rain. 473mm of this rain fell in just 12 hours on the 22nd making it also the wettest 12 hour period on record in New Zealand. 9 

Jan 23 
1943 California registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 663.4mm rain falls at Hoegees Camp. 10 
1971 The USA's coldest night on record; lows at Prospect Creek, Alaska drop to -62.0C. 

Jan 24 
1922 Wisconsin's coldest night on record; lows drop to -47.8C at Danbury. 3 
1942 Romania's coldest night on record; lows drop to -38.5C at Bod. 
1996 Prolonged freezing rain, glaze and ice pellets affected much of central England and Wales and parts of southern England during the evening and night of the 23rd/24th. It was probably the most widespread prolonged spell of freezing rain, glaze and ice pellets since late January 1940. 

Jan 25 
1902 Japan's coldest night on record; lows drop to -41.0C at Asahikawa. 
1956 Hawaii registers its record maximum 24-hour precipitation as 965.2mm rain falls at Kileuea Plateau. 10 
1990 The Burn's Day Storm. 47 people were killed when gusts peaking at 108mph affected the UK. This is one of the worst storms ever to affect the UK. 

Jan 26 
1978 Ohio's worst winter storm on record; heavy snow and strong winds combined to dump several inches of snow and whip up huge snowdrifts across the state. Winds gusted to more than 100mph at some spots, and the peak gust of 82mph at Cleveland Airport is the strongest gust on record here. 51 people died as a result of this storm. 11 
2003 Aboyne, Aberdeenshire in Scotland records a high of 18.3C to equal the UK's record January maximum temperature. 12 

Jan 27 
1940 Georgia's (USA) coldest night on record; lows drop to -27.2C at North Floyd County. 3 
1942 The Netherlands' coldest night on record; lows drop to -27.4C in Winterswijk in the east of the country. 
1958 The UK records its joint mildest January day on record when highs reach 18.3C at Aber, North Wales. 1967 58.4 cm snow falls in 29 hours in Chicago, at the time (and possibly still now) the greatest snowfall for one storm here. With just over 50cms snow falling in 24 hours it was also the greatest 24 hour snowstorm on record here at the time (and again possibly still now) The storm started on the 26th and ended by the mid morning of the 27th. 14 
2000 Parts of Jordan and Israel received a rare taste of winter; 45cm snow fell on the city and snow fell in parts of the Neg. Desert whilst the town of Beer Sheba recorded it's first snow in 50 years. 15 
2003 The 26th and 27th were very mild across the UK. The 26th saw the highest temperatures on record in January in both Scotland and Northern Ireland with highs of 18.3C at Aboyne, Scotland and 16.1C at Silent Valley, Northern Ireland. On the 27th England recorded its warmest January day on record when East Malign, Kent reached 17.4C. On the same day temperatures in both London and Paris reached 16.5C. 12 

Jan 28 
1887 The biggest snowflake ever recorded falls at Fort Keough, Montana. The flake measured 38cm by 20cm. 2 
1922 A storm known as the "Knickerbocker" storm hits Washington DC. 71cm snow falls in 32 hours. 96 people are killed when the roof of the Knickerbocker cinema collapses under the weight of snow. 2 
1963 Kentucky's coldest night on record; lows drop to -36.7C at Cynthiana. 3 
1999 Finland's coldest night on record; lows drop to -51.5C at Kittilia. 
2002 A storm over western Europe killed 17 people. 6 were killed in the UK, 3 in Germany and the rest in Denmark, Poland and the Baltic States. The storm generated winds up to 193km/h on the top of Ben Nevis, Scotland and blew over lorries in Scotland. In the UK this storm is the worst in more than a decade. 

Jan 29 
1934 Temperatures at Mount Washington, New Hampshire drop down to -43.9C, the state's coldest night on record. 3 
2001 Lows drop to -61C at Oimekon in Siberia. During the day temperatures rise to just -54C. 
2002 309.9mm rain falls in 24 hours at Hilo on Hawaii, the wettest January day on record here and also the wettest January day since 1990 when 241.6mm rain fell. In the whole of January 2002 Hilo went on to record 684.5mm rain. Elsewhere on the island it was even wetter; Glenwood recorded 373.1mm rain whilst 443.5mm rain got dumped on Pahala. 

Jan 30 
1966 Alabama's coldest night on record; lows at New Market drop down to -32.3C. It's also Mississippi's coldest night on record as lows here drop down to -28.3C at Corinth. 3 

Jan 31 
1949 San Antonio, Texas records its coldest night on record when lows drop to -18C. 2 
1963 Nevada registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 181.1mm rain falls at Mount Rose Highway Station. 10 


January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
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FEBRUARY


Feb 1 
1916 Seattle’s greatest 24 hour snowfall; 54.6cm snow falls. The storm that caused this snowfall persisted for 3 days dumping a total of 82.6cm snow on the city causing the dome of the cathedral to collapse under the weight of the snow. 7 
1951 An ice storm extending from Texas to Pennsylvania produces glaze up to 10cm thick, kills 25 people and leaves another 500 seriously injured. Tennessee is worst hit. 7 
1953 Severe flooding over parts of the Netherlands and eastern and south-eastern England. Winds reach 125mph at Aberdeen, Scotland, 300 are killed by flooding in eastern and southeastern England whilst a storm surge up to 4m high breaches coastal defenses in the Netherlands leaving one sixth of the country underwater. 7 
1968 The Australian capital Canberra records its hottest day on record as highs peak at 42.2C. 13 
1978 Malaysia's coldest night on record; lows drop to 7.8C at Cameron Highlands. 
1985 Colorado's coldest night on record; lows at Maybell drop down to -51.7C. It's also the coldest night on record in Utah where lows drop down to -56.1C in Peter's Sink. 9 
1994 New Mexico's coldest night on record; lows drop to -45.6C at Gavilan. 9 

Feb 2 
1893 906.8mm rain falls in 24 hours at Beerwah, Quuewnsland, Australia. 23 
1996 Minnesota registers its coldest night on record as lows in Tower drop down to -51.1C. 9 

Feb 3 
1917 Downtown Miami records its coldest weather since records began in 1911 as temperatures drop to -3C. 19 
1947 Canada and North America's coldest night on record; lows drop to -63.0C at Snag in the Yukon. 
1963 The USA's hottest February day on record; highs reach 41C at Montezuma, Arizona. 19 
1996 Iowa's joint coldest night on record; lows drop to -43.9C at Elkader. 9 

Feb 4 
2002 Between 1 and 4 February Jakarta suffers its worst floods for decades. At least 67 are killed and 330,000 are made homeless. As if that's not enough, thousands more homes were then flooded in other waves of flooding on February 14th and 22nd. 2 
2003 The fantastically named northern Dutch town of Sexbierum (sadly it’s name has nothing to do with sex or beer!!) was hit by a tornado which caused millions of euros damage greenhouses containing peppers and cucumbers. Two people also received cuts to their hands and heads. 

Feb 5 
1887 San Francisco's greatest snowstorm was on the 4th and 5th when 9cm snow fell. In the hills in the western section of the city as much as 18cm snow fell. 19 
1924 A storm of Gibraltar covers the summit of The Rock with hail coloring it white. Contemporary reports indicated that the top of the Rock of Gibraltar had not been white since at least 1874. 23 
1963 Madrid, Spain's coldest night on record; lows drop to -14.8C. 10 
1996 Rhode Island's coldest night on record; lows drop to -31.7C at Greene. 9 

Feb 6 
1933 Asia, and the former Soviet Union's, joint coldest night on record. Lows drop to -69.8C at Oimekon. 7 
1978 New England's greatest snowstorm on record. 69cm snow falls at Boston leaving the city snowbound. Meanwhile in Rhode Island 97cm snow falls. 19 

Feb 7 
1892 Asia, and the former Soviet Union's, joint coldest night on record. Lows drop to -69.8C at Verhoyansk in Siberia. 13 
1973 New Zealand's hottest day on record. On the South Island temperatures reached 42.4C at Jordan and Rangoria whilst on the North Island temperatures peaked at 39.2C in Ruatoria. 

Feb 8 
1933 Texas' joint coldest night on record; lows drop to -30.6C at Seminole. 9 
1991 Paris wakes up to a jolly nippy start; lows had dropped to -12.2C. 7 

Feb 9 
1933 Wyoming's coldest night on record; lows drop to -54.4C at Riverside. 9 
1934 Michigan's coldest night on record; lows drop to -46.2C at Vanderbilt. 9 

Feb 10 
1899 Ohio's coldest night on record; lows drop to -39.4C at Milligan. 9 
1933 Oregon's joint coldest night on record; lows drop to -47.8C at Seneca. 9 

Feb 11 
1895 The UK's joint coldest night on record and the coldest February night on record; temperatures drop to a low of -27.2C at Braemar, Aberdeenshire in Scotland. 
1921 Very unsettled over Gibraltar; on the 10th 51mm rain falls in 24 hours and on the 11th 102mm falls in 24 hours, this time accompanied by occasional thunder and, in the evening, gales. 23 
1929 Austria's coldest night on record; lows drop to -36.6C at Zwettl. 
1935 Africa records its coldest night on record when lows at Ifrane in Morrocco drop down to -23.9C. 13 
1956 Barcelona's coldest night on record. Lows dropped to -10.0C. 10 
1970 New Hampshire registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 263.7mm rain falls at Mount Washington. 11 
1999 Canada registers its record maximum 24 hour snowfall as 145.0cm snow falls at Tahtsa Lake, British Columbia. 

Feb 12 
1899 Nebraska's coldest night on record; lows drop to -43.9C at Camp Clarke. 9 
1929 Germany's coldest night on record; lows drop to -37.8C at Hüll. 
1958 It snows over northern Florida and the gulf coast. Snow falls over most of northern Florida, including a record 7cm at state capital Tallahassee. A ship also reports heavy snow 25 miles south of the Alabama coast. 7 

Feb 13 
1899 The Great Arctic Outbreak in Florida. This is Florida's most widespread heavy snowfall on record. Snow flurries were observed as far south as the Fort Myers - Fort Pierce line (which runs just north of Lake Ocheekobee) and in the Florida panhandle close to 8cm snow fell in some places. Temperatures also dropped to -19C in Tallahassee, the lowest temperature ever recorded in Florida. It was also Louisiana's coldest night on record; here lows dropped to -26.7C in Minden. Find out more about this cold snap at this link. 
1905 Arkansas' coldest night on record; lows at Pond drop down to -33.9C. It's also the coldest night on record in Missouri and Kansas where lows drop to -40.0C in Warsaw (Missouri) and Lebanon (Kansas). 9 
1958 Tallahassee's deepest snowfall on record. Close to 8cm snow fell in a five hour spell during the early hours of the 13th. 
1998 The UK records its mildest February day on record when highs reach 19.7C at Greenwich, London. 

Feb 14 
1899 Snow has fallen along the coastal bend of Texas on just a handful of occasions since the American Civil War in the 1860's/70's. All of these occasions were before 1900. One such occasion was the 14th in 1899 when 8cm snow fell at Brownsville, Texas, almost the furthest south in the USA that snow has been observed. Since then snow has fallen a few times at Brownsville, but hasn't settled on the ground. 19 
2004 Temperatures reach 44.3C in Adelaide during a heatwave which saw the city's longest spell of maximum temperatures above 30C on consecutive days on record. This is the hottest February day on record here, and the 3rd hottest day recorded here. 24 

Feb 15 
1895 A snowstorm on the 14th-15th dumps 20.8cm snow on New Orleans, the greatest snowstorm on record here. Meanwhile, in Texas 39cm fell at Galveston and 51cm fell at Houston. 19 
1936 North Dakota's coldest night on record; lows drop to -51.1C at Parshall. 9 

Feb 16 
1925 The UK's deepest single day snowfall below 300m. Around 180cm snow falls in 15 hours on the south-eastern fringe of Dartmoor. 15 
1943 Connecticut's coldest night on record; lows at Falls Village drop down to -35.6C. 9 
1966 New Zealand's wettest 60 minutes on record; 107mm rain falls in just one hour at Whenuapai. 12 
2004 South Australia recorded its joint hottest February day on record when temperatures in Marree reached 47.9C, equaling the record set at Tarcoola on 17 February 1992. 24 

Feb 17 
1962 An intense storm over the North Sea centered just north of the Wadden Islands caused serious flooding in northwest Germany, especially in the area close to Hamburg where around 300 people were killed. 
1994 South Dakota's coldest night on record; lows drop to -50.0C at McIntosh. 9 
2003 The worst snowstorm since the infamous 1996 blizzard (when 80 were killed) affected northeast USA. In Boston 69-70cms snow fell, the highest single storm accumulation of snow here since records began in 1892. 61-62cms snow fell at Dulles Airport, Washington DC (the fifth worst snowstorm on record here), 47-48cms snow fell at Philadelphia and Central Park, New York had its fourth heaviest snowfall on record with just over 50cms snow. Baltimore also recorded its worst snowstorm on record with 71-72cms snow. The greatest amount of snow, however, fell at Berkley Springs, West Virginia where 93-94cms snow fell. 

Feb 18 
1979 New York state's joint coldest night on record; lows drop to -46.7C at Old Forge. 9 
1996 Cuba's coldest night on record; lows drop to 0.6C at Bainoa. 

Feb 19 
1884 60 tornadoes kill at least 800 people in Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina. 19 
1998 Western Australia records its hottest day on record when highs at Mardie reach 50.5C. It's also the 2nd hottest day on record in the whole of Australia. 13, 7 

Feb 20 
1918 810.3mm rain falls in 24 hours at Honomu, Hawaii. 23 
1921 New York's worst snowstorm in 20 years; more than 30cm snow falls in 10 hours. 23 

Feb 21 
1971 58 people are killed by a tornado in Pugh City, Mississippi. 19 
2002 Thunderstorms over northern Bolivia between the 19th and 21st February. La Paz gets its heaviest rain in 50 years and with at least 69 killed in flooding, rain and hailstorms it's the most destructive storm in the city's history. 2 

Feb 22 
2002 123mm rain falls in 24 hours at Hope, BC in Canada, the wettest February day on record there. The old record was 105.7mm rain on 9th February 1951. Meanwhile, the average February precipitation is 172mm here. The same storm dumped 71mm rain on Victoria, 60mm of it in just 12 hours, and 68mm rain at West Vancouver. 
2004 A heatwave across Queensland starting on 10 Feb led to a number of long-standing records being broken. Brisbane airport recorded its hottest day on record when highs reached 40.2C, shattering the previous record of 35.8C set on 2 February 1958. In the city of Brisbane itself highs reached 41.7C, the hottest February day on record here. A number of other places across Queensland set record February highs and record high maximum temperatures on the same day. 24 

Feb 23 
1802 A massive snowstorm affects the New England coast dumping 122cm snow to an area north of Boston as well as wrecking 3 large ships off Cape Cod. 7 
1921 It snowed in Athens, Greece. 23 

Feb 24 
1982 Malaysia's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.4C in Chuping. 
1990 The Netherlands records its hottest February day on record when highs reach 20.4C in Oost Maarland. 
2001 The USA's deadliest tornado of 2001; 8 people are killed in Pontotoc, Mississippi. This tornado measured F2 on the Fujita scale and was one of 17 tornadoes that affected Missouri, Arkansas and Mississippi. 

Feb 25 
1921 Heavy snow reported in Jerusalem. 23 

Feb 26 
1995 Between 22nd and 26th Cyclone Bobby causing widespread flooding over the Western Australia coast and dumping up to 300mm rain in some places. 7 

Feb 27 
2002 154mm rain falls in the 24 hours up to 12utc in Chillan, southern Chile. The average February precipitation here is just 16mm. 

Feb 28 
1900 A massive snowstorm dumps snow on an area extending from Kansas to New York. In some places it was a record breaking snowstorm, for example 44cm at Springfield, Illinois, 109cm at Rochester, New York and up to 152cm in the Adirondack Mountains, New York State. 7 
1964 1,087mm rain falls in 9 hours at Belouve, La Reunion. By the time this storm eased off on the 29th, 1,689mm had fallen in just 18 and a half hours. 6 

Feb 29 
1952 5 tornadoes touched down in the USA. Three of them touched down in Tennessee where 4 people were killed and 166 injured at Marshall, Lincoln and Warren. The tornadoes measured F2 or F3 on the Fujita Scale. 30 

Sources 
1 KROLL, E. (1995): De Wereld van het Weer, Teleac, p.188. 
2 The Journal of Meteorology (UK) 
3 The Tornado Project 
4 FUKUI, E. eds. (1977): The Climate of Japan, Elsevier, p.317. 
5 LUDLAM, D.M. (1989): Early American Hurricanes, American Meteorological Society, p.198. 
6 The Notable Point Rainfall Events webpage at the Australian Bureau of Meteorology 
7 The Weather Doctor's website 
8 Weatherwise 
9 USA Today Weather Almanac 
10 Spanish weather records 
11 US state by state 24 hour precipitation records 
12 New Zealand national meteorological service 
13 World weather records 
14 WILSON, F. (1990): The Great British Obsession. Jarrold Publishing, pp144. 
15 DAVISON, M. & CURRIE, I. (1996): The Surrey Weather Book. Frosted Earth, pp120. 
16 EDEN, P. (1995): Weatherwise. MacMillan, pp323. 
17 Finnish Meteorological Institute 
18 NOAA past US weather page 
19 LUDLAM, D.M. (1989): The American Weather Book, American Meteorological Society, p.296. 
20 Intellicast past US weather page 
21 GRAZULIS, T.P. (2001): The Tornado, University of Oklahoma Press, p.324. 
22 SPC Tornado FAQ 
23 The Meteorological Magazine 
24 Bureau of Meteorology, Australia 
25 Meteorological Centre Lombardy, Italy 
26 Meteo89, Italy 
27 Boston Weather History 
28 National Hurricane Center 
29 Wildweather 
30 GRAZULIS, T.P. (1993). Significant Tornadoes 1680-1991. Environmental Films, pp1324. 
31 SCHMIDLIN, T. W. and SCHMIDLIN, J.A. (1996). Thunder in the Heartland. Kent State University Press, pp362. 
32 British Rainfall 
33 Hong Kong climatology 
34 Canadian Weather Trivia Calender 2003 

Back to the top of the page 
Back to my Home Page 

Dan Suri, last updated 3 March 2004 

MARCH


March 1 
1980 35cm snow fell at Norfolk, Virginia. Parts of Florida also had some snow and temperatures in Miami touched 0C. 19 

March 2 
2001 The first snow in more than 15 years hit the French Riveria. Up to about 50cms snow fell in the mountains of the Ardeche region, whilst the storm responsible for the snow caused power outages in more than 100,000 homes. 29 

March 3 
1953 Snow falls at Oahu, Hawaii. 7 

March 4 
1971 Snowstorm of the century in Montreal; around 50cm snow fell and winds reached 110km/h. 

March 5 
1899 On the 4-5 March Cyclone Mahina crossed the Great Barrier Reef, killing 400 people. 7 
1960 Eastern Massachusetts' greatest March snowstorm ends having begun on the 3rd. Among the highlights are new 24 hour record snowfalls at Blue Hill Observatory (69cm), Worcester (45cm) and Boston (42cm). Winds gusted to 70 mph (112 km/h) during the storm. 7 
1990 Perth, Western Australia records its hottest March day on record as temperatures reach 42.3C. Records here date back to 1897. 24 

March 6 
1954 Florida's deepest snowfall on record; snow falls to depths of about 10cm in Milton. Snow is likely about once a year in Florida but will only fall to a measurable depth about once every five years. 
1967 The UK's strongest gust on record; winds gust to 144mph on Cairngorm in Scotland. 14 
1971 Italy's coldest night on record; lows drop to -34.6C at Palteau Rosa (3488m high). 26 

March 7 
1971 Lows in Wageningen drop to -18.7C, the coldest March night and spring night in the Netherlands. 

March 8 
1972 Winds gusted to 333km/h at Thule, Greenland. 7 
1999 La Coruna in northwestern Spain's wettest day on record with 132.7mm rain falling. 10 

March 9 
1911 Puerto Rico's coldest night on record. Lows drop to 4.4C in Aibonito. 7 

March 10 
Watch this space! 

March 11 
Watch this space! 

March 12 
1995 Bahrain records it's wettest day on record. 67.9mm rain fall and winds gust up to 44 knots at times. On average 70.8mm rain falls in the whole year here! 139.5mm rain fell in the whole of March 1995, making it Bahrain's wettest month since 1902. 

March 13 
Watch this space! 

March 14 
2002 227mm rain falls in 24 hours at Ouanaham, Lifou in the French Loyalty Islands as Tropical Depression 19P passes. The average March rainfall here is 165mm! 
2003 A severe thunderstorm hit Canberra, Australia during the evening dumping 37.8mm rain in just one hour. The average March rainfall here is 52.6mm. March 2003 in Canberra was notable for the high frequency of thunderstorms here - thunder was heard on 9 days at the airport, the most March thunder days on record here. 24 

March 15 
1952 The world's greatest 24 hour rainfall total - 1,869.9mm - is recorded at Cilaos, La Reunion Island. 
2002 A huge thunderstorm over the River Plate Estuary on the Argentina/Uruguay produced some very wet weather. In Montevideo 106mm rain fell in less than 24 hours (possibly less than 12!) - the average March rainfall here is 106mm! Over thr border Buenos Aires had 57mm against a monthly average of 134mm whilst La Plata recorded 95mm rain against a March average of 109mm. Other wet spots included Junin with 92mm, Las Flores with 36mm and Bolivar with 32mm. Another thunderstorm then dumped 172mm rain on Florida, Uruguay between 12utc Saturday and 12utc Sunday. The average March rainfall here is 110mm. 

March 16 
1942 65 people died at Baldwin, Mississippi when two tornadoes, 24 minutes apart, struck. 19 

March 17 
2002 67.8cms (26.7") snow fell in 24 hours in Anchorage, Alaska (this total was measured at the official site; locally as much as 78.7cms snow fell). This was the heaviest snow here in 47 years and a new 24 hour snowfall record, thoroughly thrashing the old record of about 40cms (15.6") set on 20 December 1955. The heaviest snow fell between 2200 on the 16th and 1500 on the 17th. Anchorage is surrounded by high mountains which usually bear the brunt of snow in this area. However, this time the mountains didn't help and parts of the west side of the town were buried by snowdrifts around 1 metre or more deep. 2,8 

March 18 
1925 The Great Tri-State Tornado. One of the USA's worst tornados on record killed 695 people along it's 219mile path through Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. This is the USA's largest death toll from a single tornado. 234 deaths occurred at Murphysboro, Illinois, the largest death toll in a single city from a tornado on record. The tornado mved at speeds up to 73mph and winds in the tornado are estimated to have exceded 260mph. 
1978 On the 17/18 March 28 are killed and 300 injured as a tornado touches down for 5km in the northern suburbs of New Delhi near the university. 3 

March 19 
Watch this space! 

March 20 
1986 The UK's highest gust at a high level site is recorded when gusts reach 173mph at a height of 1245m on Cairngorm in the Scottish Highlands. 2 

March 21 
1948 Juneau, Alaska's record 24 hour snowfall; 32cms of white stuff falls. 7 

March 22 
Watch this space! 

March 23 
1913 A late afternoon tornado on what is Eastern Sunday hits Omaha, Nebraska killing 103 people. The tornado takes just 12 minutes to leave a 5 mile long trail of destruction up to two blocks wide. This tornado is the 12th deadliest on record in the USA. 7, 22 

March 24 
1998 160 are killed and 2000 injured when a tornado or tornadoes affected 20 coastal villages in the states of West Bengal and Orissa in India. More than 15,000 homes were destroyed and more than 10,000 people were left homeless. 
2002 The worst sand/duststorm in 40 years affected Korea. 10 days earlier this storm affected China, and also hit Vladivostock en route for Korea. This storm was expected to hit the USA within 2 weeks where it would do little other than turn conditions a bit hazy. The sand/duststorm was caused by gale force winds lifting dust and sand in the desert areas of Mongolia and northern China. 
2003 Phuking wet in Phuket, Thailand......185mm rain falls in the 24 hours up to midnight GMT on the 25th in Phuket. The average March rainfall here is just 59.9mm and it's the wettest day since September 24th 2001 when just over 200mm rain fell in 24 hours. 

March 25 
1914 45cm snow falls at Society Hill, South Carolina, a state record snowfall. 7 

March 26 
1968 The UK's wettest March day on record; 164.3mm rain falls at Glen Etive, Highland. Ardgour House, Highland was just behind with 163mm rain, whilst 161mm rain fell at Broadford, Skye and 159mm rain at Kinlochewe. 32 

March 27 
1890 The USA's 24th deadliest tornado on record strikes Louisville, Kentucky killing 76 people. It is one of only two of the USA deadliest 25 tornadoes to occur outside of April, May and June. 22 

March 28 
1902 Tennessee registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 279.4mm rain falls at McMinnville. 11 
2000 At least 2 tornadoes hit western Fort Worth near Dallas, Texas during the early evening causing widespread damage, inuring 48 and killing 4 people. 29 
2001 A tornado estimated at F2 on the Fujita Scale hit Greymouth, New Zealand downing power lines, flattening several hundred trees and ripping roofs off more than a dozen homes. 29 

March 29 
1929 The UK records its joint hottest March day on record when highs reach 25.0C at Wakefield 
1965 The UK records its joint hottest March day on record when highs reach 25.0C at Wakefield. 
1968 The UK records its joint hottest March day on record when highs reach 25.0C at Cromer and Santon Downham. Meanwhile, on the same day the Netherlands records its hottest March day on record when highs reach 25.8C in Gemert and Venlo. 

March 30 
2001 4 people were killed when a tornado touched down at Chak Miran, Pakistan. 29 
2003 39.0mm rain fell in Perth, Western Australia. This was the wettest March day here for 32 years and the fifth wettest March day on record. The average March rainfall here is 19mm. 24 

March 31 
1890 The worst snowstorm on record in St. Louis, Missouri; 51cms snow falls in 24 hours. 20 
1921 115mm rain falls in 24 hours at Gibraltar. 7 
1933 37 are killed and 170 injured as an F4 tornado hit Jones, Jasper and Clarke counties in Mississippi. 20 
1954 The USA records its joint hottest March day on record as highs in Rio Grande City, Texas reach 42.2C. 20 
1962 Florida records one of its worst tornado disasters on record when 17 are killed and 100 injured as an F3 tornado hit Milton in northwestern Florida. 20 
1984 The USA records its joint hottest March day on record as highs in Rio Grande City, Texas reach 42.2C. 20 
2002 Flooding in northern Tenerife kills 8 people. in Santa Cruz in the north of the island an incredible 224mm rain fell in just 3 hours. 
2003 St John, NB recorded 105mm rain in the 30 hours up to the early morning of the 31st. The average March rainfall here is 112mm. 
2003 62mm rain fell in Havana, Cuba in 12 hours. The average March rainfall here is 45.7mm. 
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APRIL


April 1 
1786 A heavy snowstorm dumps close to 35cms snow on a zone extending from New Hampshire to New Jersey. This storm also produced some gales which damaged a bridge in Boston. 20 
1807 The so-called '1807 Spring Storm' left the interior of New England covered in snow. Amongst the worst hit places was Danville, Vermont where around 75cms snow fell. 20 
1911 800.9mm rain falls in 24 hours at Port Douglas, Queensland, Australia. 23 
1970 27.7cm snow falls at O'Hara Airport, Chicago closing the airport. This is the biggest snowstorm so late in the season. 7 
1997 Record snows and blizzards across the northeastern USA. The storm begun on the 31st and ended on the 1st. Southern New England and eastern New York bore the brunt of the storm. 64.5cms snow fell in Boston making this storm the third biggest snowstorm on record here. This is also the record 24 hour snow amount here. Nearby Worcester got 84cms snow, making it the worst snowstorm on record here, and close to 75cms fell on parts of Rhode Island. 20 
2002 30mm rain falls in the 24 hours up to 1200GMT at La Paz, Bolivia. The April average rainfall here is just 33mm. 

April 2 
1977 Tornadoes kill 900 and injure 6,000 in the Madaripur district of Bangladesh, the heaviest known number of casualties from a tornado outbreak. 

April 3 
1964 7 people are killed, 111 are injured and 225 homes are destroyed as a tornado tracks 8-9km through Wichita Falls, Texas. 
1974 A tornado in Windsor, Ontario killed 9 people, injured 30 others and caused $1 billion damage. This tornado was just one of many which struck 11 US states and Ontario during an 8 hour period. 
2002 9 people are killed, 50 are injured and 500 homes are destroyed by a tornado touching down just north of Calcutta. The tornado was on the ground for around 20 minutes and occured at 0300 local time. 

April 4 
2002 Between 0600GMT on the 3rd and 0600GMT on the 4th 109mm rain fell in Perpignan, southern France. The average April rainfall here is 48.3mm. During the same time period 66mm rain fell in Barcelona whilst locally as much as 330mm rain fell in 12 hours on the Costa Brava in Spain. Meanwhile, in Solenzera, Corisca 53mm rain fell in 6 hours between 0600GMT and 1200GMT on the 4th; the average April rainfall here is 65mm. 

April 5 
1936 216 are killed when a tornado strikes Tupelo, Mississippi. It's the USA's 4th deadliest tornado on record. 22 
1945 The USA's coldest April night on record; lows drop to -43C at Eagles Nest, New Mexico. 7 

April 6 
1936 The USA's 5th deadliest tornado on record strikes Gainesville, Georgia killing 213 people. 22 

April 7 
Watch this space! 

April 8 
1984 Tropical Cyclone Kamisy hits Madagascar with winds topping 180kmh and 711mm rain. 82 are killed and 100,000 are left homeless. 7 

April 9 
1910 Perth, Western Australia records its hottest April day on record as temperatures reach 37.6C. Records here date back to 1897. 24 
1947 The USA's 6th deadliest tornado on record strikes Woodward, Oklahoma killing 181 people. 22 
1983 Malaysia's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.4C in Chuping. 
1958 A very wet 3 day period over La Reunion came to an end. in Aurere 2,467mm rain fell between the 7th and 9th and between the 6th and 9th 3,130mm fell. 6 
2003 Thunderstorms dumped 51mm rain in 24 hours on Marrakech, Morocco in the 24 hours up to 1200 GMT on the 9th. The average April rainfall here is 31mm and this was Marrakech's wettest day since early April 2000. 

April 10 
2002 In Al Baha in the western hills of Saudi Arabia thunderstorms dumped 113mm rain between 0000 GMT and 1200 GMT. The average April precipitation here is just 34mm. It wasn't particularly warm either; temperatures reached just 15C, the first time the daytime high had been under 20C since late January 2002, and the coldest day here since at least February 2001. 
2002 In Santiago, Chile 26mm rain fell in the 24 hours between 1200 GMT on the 9th and 1200 GMT on the 10th. The average April rainfall here is just 13mm. 

April 11 
1965 The Great Lakes Palm Sunday tornado outbreak. 51 tornadoes strike Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Iowa killing 256 and injuring over 1500 people. 7 

April 12 
1934 A gust of 371km/h is recorded on the top of Mount Washington in New Hampshire. This is the world's strongest non-tornadic gust. 
2002 17mm rain fell from a thunderstorm in Kuwait in less than 24 hours. The average April rainfall here is 13mm. Meanwhile, the Iranian town of Omidiyeh recorded 60 mm in the 12 hours between 0000GMT and 1200GMTmidnight and 12 UTC today, three times more than the April average of 20 mm. 

April 13 
Watch this space! 

April 14 
1999 A five hour long thunderstorm over Sydney, Australia. Hail up to 9cm in diameter hits eastern parts of the city and damage is estimated at $9 billion Australian Dollars. 7 

April 15 
2002 A day after registering a high of 38.4C, Cairo Egypt reached 39.8C, the warmest day here since May and June 2001. However, this high wasn't a record breaker; temperatures have been known to reach 42C in Cairo in April, as they in fact did on April 15 1998. On average Cairo registers a reading around 40C once per year in April. 

April 16 
1949 The UK's warmest April day on record; temperatures reach 29.4C in Camden Square, London. 

April 17 
1948 34mm rain falls in just 10 minutes at Tauranga, New Zealand, the wettest 10 minutes ever recorded on New Zealand. 12 
2002 Perth, Western Australia records its wettest April day on record as 69.6mm rain falls in 24 hours. Records here date back to 1879. The average April rainfall here is 46mm. 24 
2003 51mm thundery rain fell at Seeb Airport, Muscat in Oman in just 12 hours. The average April rainfall here is 18mm. 

April 18 
1880 The USA's 15th deadliest tornado on record strikes Marshfield, Missouri killing 99 people. 22 
1970 Mt. John on South Island, New Zealand records both South Island and New Zealand's windiest weather on record when winds touch 250km/h. 12 
1983 Malaysia's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.4C in Chuping. 

April 19 
1963 A tornado in northwestern Assam, India kills 139 people and leaves 3,760 families in 33 villages homeless along its 35km long path of destruction. 3 
1995 Weighing in at 15,000g the world's heaviest hailstone on record falls on Guangdong Province in China. 

April 20 
1880 The wettest day on record in Sacramento, California; 183.9mm rain fell in less than 24 hours. 
1920 The USA's 21st deadliest tornado on record strikes Starkville, Mississippi and Waco, Alabama killing 88 people. 22 

April 21 
1968 The Netherlands records its hottest April day on record when highs reach 32.2C in Venlo. 
1989 Colorado records its hottest April day on record as highs reach 37.8C at Las Animas. Twenty-two cities in the central and southwestern U.S. reported 
record high temperatures for the date whilst 8 cities equalled or exceeded previous April records. 

April 22 
1970 The UK's wettest April day on record; 182.1mm rain falls at Seathwaite, Cumbria. 

April 23 
1885 58cm snow fall in 24 hours at Denver, Colorado whilst at Idaho Springs 81cm snow fall. 7 

April 24 
1908 The USA's 7th deadliest tornado on record strikes Amite, Louisiana and Purvis, Mississippi killing 143 people. On the same day another tornado strikes Natchez, Mississippi killing 91 people. This is the 19th deadliest tornado on record in the USA. 22 

April 25 
1924 A tornado destroyed 3 villages and killed "many people" at Pihani in the Oudh district of India. The tornado was about 300m wide at times. 23 

April 26 
1989 At least 1,300 are killed, 12,000 are injured and 80,000 are left homeless as a tornado touched down about 50 miles north to northwest of Dhaka. The towns of Salturia and Manikgankj are destroyed and this may be the world's deadliest tornado ever. 21 
1991 200,000 are killed in the Bay of Bengal region of Bangladesh and India as a cyclone and its inevitable flooding strike. 7 

April 27 
1931 Hawaii's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.0C at Pahala. Interestingly in spite of the huge difference in latitude this is the same record high as in Alaska! 
1960 Thailand's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 44.5C in Uttaradit. 
2003 A severe thunderstorm brought golf ball size hail, 80km/h gusts and funnel clouds to Key West, Florida. This was only the 11th time since 1871 that hail has been reported here. 

April 28 
Watch this space! 

April 29 
1912 Temperatures reach 42.2C in Tuguegarao, Philippines, the hottest day on record in the Philippines. 7 

April 30 
1054 Europe's earliest reported tornado strikes Rosdalla, near Kilbeggan in County Westmeath, Ireland. 7 
1888 India's deadliest hailstorm on record. 246 are killed, as are 1600 domesticated animals at Moradabad. 7 
1988 Along the east Australian coast between Wollongong and Sydney 250mm rain falls in 24 hours causing landslides and washing out road and rail tracks. 7 
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MAY


May 1 
1986 Hailstones weighing up to 5kg are reported in China. The storm kills 16 and injures another 125. 7 

May 2 
1935 On the 1st and 2nd southeastern Minnesota is affected by snow, including a fall of 7.5cm snow in Minneapolis. 7 

May 3 
1999 A gust of 508.8km/h gets recorded in a tornado at Oklahoma City in the USA. This is the world's highest ever recorded wind speed. It was also the largest tornado outbreak ever in Oklahoma, and the USA most estructive tornado on record was recorded. 38 people were killed, and among the places affected was Oklahoma City itself. Damage estimated at $1,200,000,000 was caused. 21 

May 4 
Watch this space! 

May 5 
1995 North America's most destructive hailstorm on record. 510 people were injured and damage estimated at $2 billion occurred around Dallas, Texas. 7 
2002 In the 24 hours up to 1200GMT the rainfall equivalent of 12mm rain and snow fell at Ulan Bator, Mongolia. In the whole month of May the average precipitation is just 12mm. 

May 6 
1933 The wettest day on record in Charleston, South Carolina as 268.5mm rain falls in 24 hours. 

May 7 
1840 317 are killed by a tornado at Natchez, Mississippi. This is the greatest tornado disaster in early America and the Deep South's greatest natural human tradgedy. It's also the USA's second most deadly tornado disaster. 19, 21 

May 8 
1360 Thousands of people are reportedly killed by a severe hailstorm in Chartres, France. 7 

May 9 
1927 The USA's joint 16th deadliest tornado on record strikes Poplar Bluff, Missouri killing 98 people. 22 
1978 Britain records its largest ever 24 hour temperature range as temperatures in Tummel Bridge, eastern Scotland rise from an overnight low of -7C to a high of 22C. 7 

May 10 
1899 Mexico's deadliest known tornado. At least 22 people were killed and cars were thrown more than 100m at the Hondo coal mine. 21 
1905 A tornado cuts a 40 mile path of desctruction across southwestern Oklahoma killing 97 people, 87 of which were killed at Snyder. This tornado is the 18th deadliest on record in the USA. 7, 22 

May 11 
1953 114 people are killed by a tornado at Waco, Texas. This is the joint 10th deadliest tornado on record in the USA. 19, 22 

May 12 
1916 The world's wettest quarter of an hour on record; plumbing at Plumb Point in Jamaica gets put to the test when 198mm rain falls in just 15 minutes. 6 
1929 Virginia's worst tornado on record. 6 tornadoes touched down, including two west of the Blue Ridge Mountains, killing 22 people and destroying 4 schools. 13 of the victims were killed at Rye Cove in Scott County. 

May 13 
1922 During a 30 minute period in the mid afternoon a hailstorm affected an area half a kilometre wide and 5-6 kilometres long in Montpelier, France. Hail 10-15mm in diameter fell and immediatly after the storm hail lay 10cm deep, locally 50-60cm deep. 7 
1930 A severe hailstorm kills a man caught in an open field close to Lubbock, texas. It's the first authenticated death by hail in US weather history. 7 
1996 Several towns near Tangail, Bangladesh are destroyed by a large tornado that lasts about 20 minutes, kills more than 1,000, injures 34,000 and leaves another 100,000 homeless. 7 

May 14 
1965 Temperatures reach 28.9C in London. Nothing special you might think, but this turns out to be the hottest day of the year, the earliest in the year this has occured since at least 1875. 

May 15 
1968 Alaska's only tornado on record touches down near Anchorage. 7 

May 16 
Watch this space! 

May 17 
1935 Snow falls in the central Netherlands, the latest in the spring that snow has been observed here. 
1979 Hawaii's coldest night on record; lows drop to -11.1C at Mauna Kea. 9 

May 18 
1902 The USA's joint 10th deadliest tornado on record strikes Goliad, Texas killing 114 people. 22 
2002 Snow affects an area extending from Pennsylvania to Massachusetts and in Albany, NY snowfall here is the latest in the season that it's snowed. The weather system responsible for this unseasonable snow also dumped up to 50mm rain on New York, Philapdelphia and Washington DC and heralded a record breaking cold wave. 

May 19 
1955 New Mexico registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 286.5mm rain falls at Lake Maloya. 11 
2002 Key West in the Florida Keys recorded 102mm rain in 24 hours as a slow moving band of thundery rain lingered over the area. The average May precipitation here is 84mm. Meanwhile on the same day Fairbanks, Alaska reached 25C against the May average of 17C. 

May 20 
1918 What are the odds on this? On this day in 1918 a F4 tornado tocuhed down in Codell, Kansas. The year before on exactly the same date a F3 tornado touched down here, whilst the year before that in 1916 a F2 tornado touched down here. 7 
1999 A cyclone with winds up to 170mph hits the Sindh Province in southern Pakistan killing more than 400 and leaving 600 villages devastated. 7 
2002 A cold wave across the eastern and central USA led to 80 cities recording record low temperatures for this day. Among them was Hartford, Conn where the low of -1C was the latest in the season below freezing temperatures have been recorded. This cold wave began two days earlier with 54 record daily lows set, followed by another 96 on 19th May. 

May 21 
1860 Louisville, Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio are struck by tornadoes. 7 
1950 The UK's longest lived tornado on record started in Wendover, Bucks. at 4pm-ish and tracked around 100 miles before dying out on the Norfolk coast at 8pm-ish. Tornadoes usually last a few minutes at most. This tornado devasted parts of Wendover, Aston Clinton, Puttenham, Linslade, Lidlington, Bedford and Blakeney. 14 

May 22 
1922 The UK records its joint hottest May day on record when highs reach 32.8C at Camden Square, London. 

May 23 
Watch this space! 

May 24 
1964 480 homes in the southwestern suburbs of Tokyo are damaged by a tornado. Estimates suggest that between 5 and 35 tornadoes affect Japan per year. 21 

May 25 
1920 Fussen in Bavaria, southern Germany records 126mm rain in just 8 minutes during what must have been a particularly torrential cloudburst. 6 
1922 The Netherlands records its hottest May day on record when highs reach 35.6C in Sittard and Gemert. 
1955 80 are killed by a tornado in Udall, Kansas. This tornado is the 23rd deadliest on record in the USA. 19, 22 

May 26 
1917 The USA's 13th deadliest tornado on record strikes Mattoon, Illinois killing 101 people. 22 

May 27 
1896 USA's 3rd deadliest tornado on record; 255 are killed and 1000 are injured as a tornado tears through St. Louis, Missouri and East St. Louis, Illinois. 21 

May 28 
1887 San Francisco records its hottest May day on record as highs reach 36C. 19 

May 29 
1944 The UK records its joint hottest May day on record when highs reach 32.8C in and around London. 

May 30 
Watch this space! 

May 31 
1935 D'Hanis in the USA records 559mm rain in just two and three quarter hours. 6 
1985 A tornado in Barrie, Ontario killed 8 people, injured another 155 and caused $100 million damage. This tornado also had a 200km long track, the longest on record in Canada. Tornadoes were also reported in Grand Valley, Orangeville and Tottenham in central Ontario killing a further 3 people. 13 tornadoes were reported over Ontario on this day. 
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JUNE


June 1 
1903 A tornado thought to be F2 - F4 on the Fujita scale kills 104 and injures another 180 at Gainesville and New Holland in Georgia. Most of the deaths occured when the tornado struck a cotton mill in Gainesville. The tornado then strengthend and moved into New Holland where 40 were killed. This tornado is the joint 16th deadliest on record in the USA. 7, 22 
1907 Both Argentina and South America record their coldest night on record as lows at Sarmiento drop down to -33.0C. 
1941 Kansas registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 319.8mm rain falls at Burlington. 11 

June 2 
1975 Widespread sleet and snow showers over the UK. Snow settled for a time in Buxton, Derbyshire and on hills south of Birmingham, Edinburgh, Newark, Grantham and Peterborough. Snow was also observed in Cambridge and Colchester and sleet showers were reported in southern England, for example at Portsmouth. This is the latest in the year that such widespread snow occurred over the UK since at least the late 19th century. 

June 3 
1902 Europe's widest tornado on record touches down at Javauges (Haute-Loire) killing one person. The tornado track was 7km long and 3km wide. 7 
1959 An 85 minute long hailstorm at Salden, Kansas dumps 45cm hail on the town. Temperatures were 26.7C at the start of the storm but dropped as low as 3.3C at the height of the storm. 7 

June 4 
1825 A hurricane moving from Cuba to New England caused major damage along the US coast from Florida to New York. The hurricane was first reported at Santo Domingo on 28th May before reaching Cuba on 1st June and Charleston on 3rd June. Finally on 4th June the hurricane caused major damage to New York harbour with the peak of the storm coming in the evening. Meanwhile, across the New York area countless trees were blown down whilst also on the 4th Washington was wet all day and in Philadelphia trees were blown down. 5 

June 5 
1859 Frost is reported across an area extending from Iowa to New England. Lows dropped as low as -3.9C in New York State and up to 5cm snow fell in Ohio. 7 

June 6 
Watch this space! 

June 7 
1816 During the "The Year Without a Summer" snow fell over the northeastern USA on the 7th. Flurries fell as far south as Boston and Salem and there were snowdrifts up to 50cm deep near Danville, Vermont. 19 

June 8 
1953Michigan's worst tornado on record. 115 people are killed in Flint by an 800m wide tornado rated F5 on the Fujita scale. This is the last tornado in the USA to kill more than 100 people, and also the 9th deadliest tornado on record in the USA. 22 

June 9 
1953 90 people are killed by a tornado in Worcester, Massachussetts (the city's a little bit west of Boston). The tornado was up to 1600m wide at times and tracked 46 miles through Worcester County, mangling steel towers bulit to withstand 375 mph winds. Meanwhile debris from the tornado fell in the Boston area and the Atlantic Ocean. This tornado is the 20th deadliest on record in the USA. The same low pressure system that caused the Flint tornado the day before (see above) caused this tornado as well as severe weather in New Hampshire and Massachussetts. 22 
1971 The largest tornado on record in the USA was seen neer Gruver on the high plains of the Texas Panhandle. The average width was 2500 yards and it was 2 miles wide at times. 22 
1984 Most probably the deadliest tornado outbreak ever in Russia. At least 400 are killed in Ivanova, Gorki, Kalinin, Kostroma and Yaroslav, towns all 150 to 200 miles north of Moscow. 21 
1991 On the 8th and 9th more than 750mm rain falls in Mumbai (Bombay), western India. This is the wettest weather here in more than 40 years. 7 

June 10 
Watch this space! 

June 11 
1749 A waterspout off the west Italian coast moves inland into Rome damaging property. 7 
1963 A four hour thunderstorm over Dublin dumped 185mm rain at Mount Merrion and was at the time Ireland's wettest day on record. 2 

June 12 
1899 The USA's 8th deadliest tornado on record strikes New Richmond, Wisconsin killing 117 people. 22 
1947 Heavy wet snow affects southern and central Wyoming dumping 46.7cm snow at Lander, 22.1cm at Cheyenne and 11.4cm at Caspar. It's the latest snow on record for many places and in some spots it's the heaviest snow on record. 
1975 Sydney, Australia's joint second longest dry spell on record comes to an end. This dry spell lasting 34 days started on 10 May. 24 
1985 Winds of 335km/h measured at a height of 2975m on Zugspitze in southern Germany. 1 

June 13 
1907 The USA's coldest June night on record; lows at Tamarack, California drop down to -17C. 19 

June 14 
1876 1036.3mm rain falls in 24 hours at Cherrapunji, India. 23 

June 15 
1896 The USA's hottest June day on record. Highs reach 52.8C at Fort Mojave, California. The low that day was 36.1C. 7 
1957 The wettest day on record in Illinois when 420.1mm rain falls in 24 hours in East St. Louis. 

June 16 
Watch this space! 

June 17 
1965 Colorado registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 281.4mm rain falls at Holly. 11 

June 18 
2002 Much of central Europe enjoyed a very hot day; temperatures in the Netherlands peaked close to 35C in Arcen, whilst over the border in Koblenz the high of 39.4C was a new record June high. Meanwhile, the day before Auxerre in France reached 37C. 

June 19 
Watch this space! 

June 20 
1921 292mm rain falls in 24 hours in Circle, Montana setting a 24 hour precipitation record for the state. 7 
1957 A tornado rated F5 on the Fujita scale killed 10, including 6 children in one family, injured 103 and damaged or destroyed more than 1300 homes in Fargo, North Dakota. There might well have been more casualties had the media not been able to announce the imminent arrival of the tornado. This also led to large numbers of photographers going outside to meet and capture the tornado on film. Later scientists were able to study these pictures (stills and motion). 
1970 Norway's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 35.6C in Nesbyen. 
1992 Snow mixed with rain was reported in Alpena, Michigan, in spite of the fact that it was the first day of summer here. 
2000 The first thunderstorm on record at Barrow, Alaska dumps 4.1mm rain on the town in just a couple of minutes. 7 

June 21 
1942 Asia, and Israel's, hottest day on record. Highs reach 53.9C at Tirat Tsvi. 13 

June 22 
1947 Holt in the USA records 305mm rain in just 42 minutes. 6 
1972 The remnants of Hurricane Agnes dump up to 305mm rain on Pennsylvania and New York State causing floods and more than $2 billion in damage. In Pennsylvania 122 are killed. 7 

June 23 
1944 The USA's 14th deadliest tornado on record strikes Shinnston, West Virginia killing 100 people. 22 
2002 Temperatures at Milan, Italy dropped no lower than 27.9C, the highest minimum temperature on record here since at least 1980. 25 

June 24 
1904 24 people are killed when a tornado strikes the Karachatov Village area of Moscow. 7 
1946 Wisconsin registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 297.7mm rain falls at Mellen. 11 
1954 Hurricane Alice dumps 686mm rain on the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas causing floods which leave the US 90 roadway under 9m water. 7 
1994 Australia's coldest night on record; lows drop to -23.0C at Charlotte Pass, New South Wales. 

June 25 
1953 Temperatures reach 30C in Anchorage, Alaksa, the hottest day on record here. 7 
1967 Two of the Netherlands most powerful tornadoes ever touch down at Chaam and Tricht killing 6 people and injuring at least 18 people. Over the border in Belgium 2 people were killed at Oostmalle near Antwerp by a tornado. The day before tornadoes had killed 8 people at Palluel and Pommereuil in France. 21 

June 26 
Watch this space! 

June 27 
1915 Alaska's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.0C at Fort Yukon. 
1947 The Netherlands records its hottest June day on record when highs reach 38.4C in Maastricht. 
1994 Temperatures reach 48.9C in Tipton, Oklahoma, the state's hottest day on record. It's also the hottest day on record in New Mexico where highs reach 50C at Lakewood. 9 
2003 France records its hottest June day on record; temperatures reached 41.5C in Lezignan-Corbieres. 

June 28 
1892 Utah's hottest day on record. Temperatures in Saint George reach 46.7C. 
1947 The USA's 22nd deadliest tornado on record strikes Lorain and Sandusky in Ohio killing 85 people. 22 
1954 South Carolina's hottest day on record. Temperatures in Camden reach 43.9C. 
1960 Kentucky registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 264.2mm rain falls at Dunmor. 11 
1976 The UK records its joint hottest June day on record when highs reach 35.6C in Southampton. 
1994 Laughlin, Nevada reaches 51.1C, the highest temperature on record in Nevada. 

June 29 
1904 Two tornadoes hit Moscow, killing at least 30 people. 21 
1931 Temperatures reach 42.8C in Monticello, Florida, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1947 Sweden's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.0C in Målilla. 
1957 The UK records its joint hottest June day on record when highs reach 35.6C at Camden Square, London. 
1975 North Dakota registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 205.8mm rain falls at Litchville. 11 
1994 Temperatures reach 53.3C in Lake Havasu, Arizona, the state's hottest day on record. Over the statelinein Nevada it's also the hottest day on record here as highs peak at 51.7C in Laughlin. On the same day Australia measures its coldest night on record when lows drop to -23.0C at Charlotte's Pass in New South Wales. 9, 13 

June 30 
1912 A late afternoon tornado in Regina, SK became Canada's deadliest tornado when during 3 minutes of mayhem 40 people were killed, another 300 were injured and 500 buildings were destroyed leaving a quarter of the population homeless. The city didn't finish paying for the damage from this tornado until 1958. 
1976 Northern Ireland's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 30.8C at Knockarevan, Co. Fermanagh. 
1983 Tasmania's coldest night on record. Lows at Shannon drop down to -13.0C. 13 
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JULY


July 1 
2001 Northern and central Ontario and parts of Quebec started July with some snow! In Kapuskasing, Ontario 3cm snow fell. 

July 2 
1908 Scotland's second hottest day on record; temperatures reach 32.8C at Dumfries, Dumfries & Galloway. Taking the UK as a whole, this was also the hottest day of the year in 1908. Similar temperatures were reached on occasion in Scotland during the 19th century. 
1942 Portland, Oregon's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 41.7C. 
1968 36mm rain fell in just 9 minutes at Leeming, UK; this is one of the most intense sub-10 minute storms on record in the UK. 35 
1998 Italy's hottest day on record; highs reach 45.2C in Catania. 26 

July 3 
1975 The wettest hour on record in the world; 401mm rain falls in just 60 minutes at Shangdi, Nei Monggol in China. 6 
1976 The UK records its hottest July day on record when highs reach 35.9C in Cheltenham. 
1995 New Zealand's coldest night on record; lows drop to -21.6C at Ophir on the South Island. 

July 4 
1895 Queensland in Australia records its coldest night on record when lows at Stanhope drop down to -11.0C. 13 
1911 Vermont's hottest day on record. Temperatures reach 40.6C in Vernon. Just across the stateline it's also New Hampshire's hottest day on record as highs peak at 41.1C in Nashua. 9 

July 5 
1925 A 227 gram hailstone falls at Plumstead in London. This is the heaviest hailstone recorded in the UK. 14 
1936 Temperatures reach 48.9C in Gannvalley, South Dakota, the state's hottest day on record. Meanwhile, Canada's deadliest heatwave, which would last until July 17th, began. Temperatures of more than 44C in Manitoba and Ontario would kill 1180 people. Around one-third of these deaths were caused by people drowning tyring to escape the heat. 9 
1937 Canada's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 45.0C in Midale and Yellow Grass, both in southern Saskatchewan. It's also the hottest day on record in Montana where highs reach 47.2C in Medicine Lake. 9 
1985 Temperatures reach 47.2C in Saint George, Utah, the state's hottest day on record. 9 

July 6 
1906 Germany registers its joint second maximum 24 hour precipitation as 260mm rain falls at Zeithain/Kr. Riesa in Sachsen. 
1936 Temperatures reach 49.4C in Steele, North Dakota, the state's hottest day on record. It's also Minnesota's hottest day on record as highs reach 45.6C in Moorhead. 9 
1982 Georgia registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 535.9mm rain falls at Americus. On the same day temperatures in Milan, Italy reached 37.6C, the second hottest day since 1980 here. 11, 25 

July 7 
1889 206mm rain falls in just 20 minutes at Curtea-de-Arges in Romania, the world's wettest 20 minutes on record. 6 
1937 North Island, New Zealand's coldest night on record; lows drop to -13.6C at Chateau Tongariro. 
1954 Germany registers its joint second maximum 24 hour precipitation as 260mm rain falls at Stein/Kr. Rosenheim in Oberbayern. 
1982 France's hottest day on record. Highs reach 42.7C in Le Luc, near St. Tropez. 

July 8 
1707 aka Hot Tuesday; several men and horses are killed by heatstroke as temperatures reach an estimated 38C. This is probably the UK's hottest day since the Medieval Warm Period (1100-1250 ish). 14 

July 9 
1914 Temperatures reach 35.9C at Turku in Finland, Finland's hottest day on record. 
1933 Sweden's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.0C in Ultuna. 
1982 Nebraska registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 334.0mm rain falls at York. 11 
1968 Mississippi registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 398.3mm rain falls at Columbus. 11 
2001 Temperatures in New York City reach about 39.5C, the hottest day here in 24 years. 

July 10 
1911 Temperatures reach 40.6C in North Bridgton, Maine, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1913 The USA's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 56.7C at Death Valley, California. 
1936 The hottest day on record in the Middle Atlantic Coast region of the USA. West Virginia (Martinsburg 44.4C), Maryland (Cumberland and Frederick MD, both 42.8C), New Jersey (Runyon 43.3C) and Pennsylvania (Phoenixville 43.9C) all record their hottest day on record. 
2002 During a record heat wave across the western USA that saw many daily records tumble, Reno, Nevada set a new all time record high when temperatures reached 42.2C surpassing the old record of 41.1C set on 20 July 1931. On the 11 July this record was equalled. A few other sites in Nevada set new all time records, including Carson City where highs reached 40.0C just pipping the old record of 39.4C set on 3 September 1950. 

July 11 
1888 Temperatures reach 47.8C in Bennett, Colorado, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1936 Atikokan, Ontario records a high of 42.2C during Canada's deadliest ever heatwave. This is the joint highest temperature on record in Ontario. On the same day temperatures in Winnipeg also reached 42.2C, the highest recorded temperature here since records began in the 1870's. 
1949 Thousands of fish, averaging 10cm long, fall onto a 10 acre field in Hastings, New Zealand. 7 
1971 The Australian capital Canberra records its coldest night on record as lows drop down to -10.0C. 13 
1990 North America's second most destructive hailstorm on record. Softball size hail in Denver, Colorado caused $625 million to property, mostly to cars and roofs. 7 

July 12 
1900 Temperatures reach 45.6C in Basin, Wyoming, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1969 Western Australia records its coldest night on record when lows at Booylgoo Springs drop down to -6.7C. 13 
1976 Northern Territory in Australia records its coldest night on record when lows at Alice Springs drop down to -7.5C. 13 
1983 Northern Ireland's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 30.8C at Shaw's Bridge, Co.Antrim. 

July 13 
1788 Hailstorms over France damage a thousand communties from Touraine to Belgium. 7 
1936 Temperatures reach 44.4C in Mio, Michigan, the state's hottest day on record. Meanwhile, on the same day Wisconsin recorded its hottest day on record when temperatures peaked at 45.6C in Wisconsin Bells. 9 
1975 Delaware registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 215.9mm rain falls at Dover. 11 
1980 Maximum temperatures peaked at 42.2C in Memphis, Tennessee and 40.6C at Atlanta Georgia, the hottest weather ever recorded in both these cities. Meanwhile, the high of 43.3C in Newington Georgia was just 1.1C short of the state record. 

July 14 
1936 Temperatures reach 46.7C in Collegeville, Indiana, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1954 Temperatures reach 47.2C in East St. Louis, Illinois, the state's hottest day on record. On the same Montana recorded its hottest day on record as temperatures in both Warsaw and Union peaked at 47.8C. 9 
2000 A tornado in Pine Lake, AB kills 12 and injures 140. This tornado was North America's deadliest of 2000 but Canada's first killer tornado since 1987. 

July 15 
1911 Asia's greatest 24 hour rainfall occurs at Baguio, Luzon, Phillipines on the 14-15 July. 1168 mm falls. 7 
1954 Virginia's hottest day on record. Temperatures peak at 43.3C in Balcony Falls. 9 
1995 Temperatures reach 41.1C in Danbury, Connecticut, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
2001 Seoul, South Korea records its heaviest rain since 1964. 310mm rain falls, at a rate of nearly 100mm per hour. 40 people are killed in Seoul and Kyonggi. 7 

July 16 
1916 North Carolina registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 564.4mm rain falls at Altapass. 11 

July 17 
1942 Pennsylvania registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 876.3mm rain falls at Smethport. 11 

July 18 
1889 West Virginia registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 482.6mm rain falls at Rockport. 11 
1942 Smethport, USA records 782mm rain in four and a half hours. 6 
1955 The UK's wettest day on record; 279mm rain falls in 24 hours at Martinstown, Dorset. Two people are killed during this rainstorm. 1 
1996 Illinois registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 429.5mm rain falls at Aurora. 11 
2001 Savonlinna in south-eastern Finland records a high of 31.9C, the highest temperature recorded in Finland in 2001. 17 

July 19 
1886 A hurricane moving from the Gulf of Mexico across northern Florida causes huge damage from Cedar Keys to Jacksonville. 7 
1926 Hong Kong recorded it's wettest day on record when 534.1mm rain fell in 24 hours. 33 
1960 Boise, Idaho records its hottest day on record as highs peak at 43.9C. 
1977 Slow moving thunderstorms over the Johnstown, Pennsylvania area dump 216mm rain on the town in just 7 hours and 305mm rain nearby causing flash flooding which kills 76 and causes $424 million in damage. 19 
1986 Charleston, South Carolina records it's hottest day on record as temperatures reach 40C, beating the previous record of 39.4C set the day before. 

July 20 
1913 1033.8mm rain falls in 24 hours at Funkiko, Japan. 23 
1921 Montana registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 292.1mm rain falls at Circle. 11 
1930 Washington DC's hottest day on record. Temperatures reach 41.1C. 20 
1934 Iowa's hottest day on record; highs reach 47.8C in Keokuk. 20 
1965 Missouri registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 461.8mm rain falls at Edgarton. 11 
1976 South Australia records its coldest night on record when lows at Yongala drop down to -8.2C. 13 
1986 Savannah, Georgia's joint hottest day on record. Highs reach 40.6C, the same value reached on July 12 1879. 20 
1994 Seattle's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 37.8C at the airport, the highest recorded there since records began in 1945. 20 
1997 Alabama registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 826mm rain falls at Dauphin Island Sea Lab during the slow passage of Hurricane Danny. In total 932.4mm rain was dumped by Danny here, 659.9mm of which fell in just 7 hours on the 19th! Find out more about Hurricane Danny here, here and here. 11 

July 21 
1911 The USA's coldest July night on record; lows drop to -12.2C in Painter, Wyoming. 20 
1930 Temperatures reach 43.3C in Millsboro, Delaware, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1934 Ohio records its hottest day on record as highs reach 45C in Gallipolis. 9 
1944 Finland's wettest day on record; 198.4mm rain falls in less than 24 hours in Espoo, Lahnus. 
1983 The world's lowest minimum temperature on record; Vostock, Antartica records a low of -89.6C. The highest temperature ever recorded here is -15.6C. Meanwhile, on the same date temperatures reached a high of 37.8C in Milan, Italy, the highest temperature recorded here since 1980. 25 
1987 Unusually severe thunderstorms over the Teton Wilderness in northwestern Wyoming produced an F4 tornado, the highest elevation at which a F4 tornado has been observed. The tornado travelled 24.3 miles, blew down a lot of trees and was 2.5 miles at one point. 2 
1991 Highs at Providence, Rhode Island reach 38.9C the hottest July day on record here. It was also the second day in a row that highs had topped 100F, something which hardly ever happens here. 20 

July 22 
1926 Temperatures reach 42.2C in Troy, New York, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1972 Minnesota registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 275.3mm rain falls at Fort Ripley. 11 

July 23 
1987 Thunderstorms in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area of Minnesota dump 254mm rain in 6 and a half hours, 133.6mm of which falls in just 2 hours. The ensuing flash flooding kills 2 and causes $21.3m damage. Streets become rivers, car parls lakes and storm sewers spout like geysers. 20 

July 24 
1930 A tornado cuts an 80km long swath of damage through the Treviso-Udine area of northeastern Italy killing 22 or 23 people. 
1936 Temperatures reach 49.4C in Alton, Kansas, the state's hottest day on record. It's also Nebraska's hottest day on record; highs reach 47.8C in Minden. 9 
1952 Temperatures reach 44.4C in Louisville, Georgia, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1995 Madrid, Spain's hottest day on record as highs peak at 42.2C. 10 
2002 Sydney, Australia's joint second longest dry spell on record comes to an end. This dry spell lasting 34 days started on 20 June. Normally 129.8mm rain falls here in June and 98.9mm in July. 24 

July 25 
1933 Japan's hottest day on record; temperatures reached 40.8C in Yamagata. 

July 26 
1874 A 30 minute cloud burst over Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania causes flash flooding which kills more than 133 people. 7 
1890 A F3 tornado hit Lawrence, Mass at 9:10 in the morning. Tornadoes of this strength are rare New England, nevermind this early in the day. 35 homes were destroyed and 60 were damaged and 8 people were killed and further 63 injured. 20 
1943 Oklahoma's hottest day on record; highs at Tishomingo reach 48.9C. 20 
1957 One of the, if not the, wettest 24 hour period on record in Japan occurs on the 25-26 July. 1109.2mm rain falls in 24 hours at Saigo in the Nagasaki prefecture in the north-western part of the southern Japanese island Kyushu. This area is prone to very heavy rain, and during the 24 hour period in question several stations registered more than 800mm rain in a 24 hour period. 4 
1960 Salt Lake City's hottest day on record; highs reach 41.7C. 20 
1970 Sydney, Australia's joint second longest dry spell on record comes to an end. This dry spell lasting 34 days started on 23 June. Normally 129.8mm rain falls here in June and 98.9mm in July. 24 
1979 The USA and Texas registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 1092.2mm rain falls at Alvin. 11 

July 27 
1897 Maryland registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 374.7mm rain falls at Jewell. 11 
1983 Germany's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 40.2C at Gärmersdorf bei Amberg. Meanwhile across the border in Austria it's also the hottest day on record as temperatures reach 39.7C in Dellach im Drautal. 
1989 A thunderstorm at Yuma, Arizona proved to be one of the worst on record here. Winds gusting to 90 mph reduced visibility to near zero in blowing dust and sand. 64.8mm rain fell in the storm, the record 24 hour total for July and this is more than the city normally gets in a whole year. Flash flooding and high winds caused property damage totalling millions of dollars. 
2002 Locally heavy thunderstorms and flash flooding affected parts of Ohio. Among the worst hit places were Dayton and Wilmington with 95.8mm and 94.5mm rain respectively. 
2002 Frequent thunderstorms had been affecting Italy and the Balkans for a little while, and on this day 109mm rain fell at Bari on Italy's southern Adriatic coast in the 30 hours ending at 1200 GMT. The monthly average here is just 25mm. 

July 28 
1819 The southern Mississippi was struck by what became known as the Bay St. Louis Hurricane. This storm was considered to be the worst in 50 years in this area which desolated much of the Mississippi coast. 20 
1921 Temperatures reach 39.3C in Basel, one of Switzerland's hottest days on record. Meanwhile, at the same time there was a heatwave over France; on the 27th highs reached 38.3C at Toulouse and 38.9C at Strasbourg whilst on the 28th highs reached 38.3C in Paris and 40C in Strasbourg. Meanwhile, the Netherlands records its hottest July day on record when highs reach 36.9C in Maastricht. 23 
1930 Temperatures reach 45.6C in Greensburg, Kentucky, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1934 Temperatures reach 47.8C in Orofino, Idaho, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1995 Temperatures in Yuma, Arizona reached 51.1C, the hottest day on record here. 20 
1997 5 people were killed, $200 million worth of property damage was caused and 120 mobile homes and 19 houses were destroyed when thunderstorms dumped 254mm rain just west of Fort Collins, Colorado and 156.7mm in the city itself. 20 

July 29 
1898 Temperatures reach 48.3C in Prineville, Oregon, the state's joint hottest day on record. 20 
1930 Temperatures reach 46.1C in Holly Springs, Mississippi, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1986 Intense thunderstorms over Rhode Island dumped 141.5mm rain and hail close to 1.5cm in diameter on the aiport in Providence. 158.8mm rain fell at Point Judith whilst Narrangansett recorded 153.1mm rain and hail accumulated to a depth of 10cm here. 20 
1987 A thunderstorm at Janesville, Wisconsin generated gusts up to about 165km/h which flipped 2 planes over and blew another 100m down the runway. 20 

July 30 
1963 Portland, Oregon's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reach 41.7C. 

July 31 
1976 A stationary thunderstorm dumps more than 250mm rain over the Thompson River Canyon in northeastern Colorado. This rain funnels down the narrow canyon producing a wall of water between 2 and 2.5 metres high which causes a 40km long path of destruction from Estes Park to Loveland, Colorado killing 156. 7 
1987 27 people were killed when Canada's second worst tornado affected Edmonton and parts of Strathcona County. The tornado track was 40km long and up to 1km wide. Softball size hail and 40-50mm rain fell, causing flooding in parts of the city. 27 people perished and a further 253 were injured. 
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AUGUST


Aug 1 
1975 Montreal records it's hottest day on record as temperatures reach 37.6C. 
1977 840mm rain falls in just 6 hours at Muduocaidang, China. After 10 hours an incredible 1400mm rain had fallen. 6 
1985 Wyoming registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 153.9mm rain falls at Cheyenne. 11 

Aug 2 
1975 The hottest day on record on Rhode Island as temperatures reach 40C in Providence. Meanwhile, it was also the hottest day on record in nearby Massachussetts where New Bedford and Chester registered highs of 41.7C. Temperatures also reached 38-40C in coastal areas of Maine. Later the day became known as 'Hot Saturday'. 9 
1990 Wales' hottest day on record; temperatures reach 35.2C at Hawarden Bridge, Clwyd. 
2002 August 2002 was very wet in northern England. Between 2100GMT on the 1st and 1200GMT on the 2nd 90mm rain fell in Leeming, North Yorkshire, 26mm in just one hour, leading to flood warnings on a number of rivers. At Leeming 122.9mm rain had fallen between 0900GMT on 30th July and 0600GMT 2nd August. The average August rainfall here is 62mm. Meanwhile, in Scarborough close to 50mm rain fell in 2 days, leading to local flooding. Here it was some of the worst weather in 50 years. 

Aug 3 
1898 One of Philadelphia's worst thunderstorms on record; 148.3mm rain falls in just 2 hours. 20 
1948 The Netherlands registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 208mm rain falls at Voorthuizen. 
1970 One of the worst hurricanes on record in Texas. Hurricane Celia makes landfall near Port Aransas. Corpus Christie bore the brunt of the storm - winds reached 125mph (200kmh) gusting 161mph (258kmh) and caused severe damage to the city. Peak gusts were estimated to have reached 180mph (288kmh) at Aransas Pass and even 250 miles inland at Del Rio Celia still gusted to 89mph (142kmh). Celia killed 11, inhured 466, caused $454 million damage and destroyed 8950 homes along the coastal bend of Texas. 20 
1987 A thunderstorm at Cheynne, Wyoming causes $37 million damage and dumps hail up to 5cm in diameter on the city. 20 
1990 The UK's secod hottest day on record; temperatures reach 37.1C at Cheltenhan, Gloucestershire. 
1995 South Bend, Indiana records its wettest 24 hours ever as 122.7mm rain falls. 20 

Aug 4 
1881 Iberia and Europe's hottest day on record. Temperatures in Seville, Spain reach 50.0C whilst across the border in Los Riodades registers both Europe's and Portugal's record high of 50.5C. 
1980 In Dallas, the last 42 days had seen highs above 38.7C (100F), a record in the city. There were another 18 '100 degree days' in August and 4 in September. July was the hottest month on record here (perhaps not surprisingly) and there was just one day with rain in July and none in August. 20 
1987 Morning thunderstorms in western Nebraska dumped 221.2mm rain on Dalton whilst in Dix hail up to 10cm in diameter fell up to a depth of more than a metre in some places. 20 

Aug 5 
1961 Temperatures reach 47.8C in Ice Harbor Dam, Washington, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1994 Temperatures reached a high of 36.2C in Milan, Italy, the hottest day of the 1990's here. Meanwhile on the same day temperatures in Fairbanks, Alaska reached 33.4C, the hottest August day on record here. 20, 25 
2002 Tropical Storm Bertha became the first tropical system of the 2002 Atlantic hurricane to make landfall over the US. Bertha dumped 181.4mm rain on Pascagoula, Mississippi in the 24 hours between 0000 GMT on the 5th and 0000 GMT on the 6th. Meanwhile, in the 6 hours between 0600 and 1200 GMT on the 6th Bertha dumped 68mm on St. Louis, Missouri. 

Aug 6 
1905 Indiana registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 266.7mm rain falls at Princeton. 11 
1918 A heavtwave extending along the US Atlantic coast from the Carolinas to southern New England led to highs reaching 41.1C in Washington DC, the hottest day on record here (a record equalled on July 20th 1930) whilst in Maryland highs reached 42.8C in both Cumberland and Keedysville, the highest temperature ever recorded in Maryland. The next day highs peaked at 41.1C in Philadelphia, the hottest day on record here. 20 
1958 Hurricane Dot crossed Kauai in the Hawaiian islands producing mean winds of 103mph (165kmh) gusting to 125mph (200kmh) and over 150mm rain. On Hawaii itself Dot dumped more than 230mm rain. 20 
1969 Iowa registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 424.2mm rain falls at Decatur County. 11 
1986 An intense thunderstorm at Milwaukee dumped 173.7mm rain in 24 hours on the city. At one various stages of the storm 27.8mm fell in 5 minutes, 61.5mm fell in half an hour and 133.1mm fell in two hours. Most of the rainfall fell within a 6 hour period. 20 
1993 Severe thunderstorms produced 18 tornadoes in Virginia in a 5 hour period. One, a F4, killed 4 and injured 246 in Petersburg. 20 
2002 103mm rain falls in the 30 hours ending 1200 GMT on the 6th in Warsaw, Poland. The average August rainfall here is 70mm. Meanwhile, showers and thunderstorms dump a fair amount of rain over Florida; between 0100 on the 6th and 0100 on the 7th (local time) 65.8mm fell at St. Petersburg-Clearwater airport, 65.0mm at Tampa, 19.3mm at Miami International Airport and 28.2mm at Orlando Executive Airport. 

Aug 7 
1904 89 train passengers were drowned during flash flooding near Pueblo, California when a bridge collapsed. 20 
1969 Cuba's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.6C at Guantánamo. 
2003 The Netherlands records one of its hottest days on records; temperatures reach 37.8C in Arcen. 

Aug 8 
1878 Denver, Colorado's hottest day on record; highs reach 40.6C. 20 
1883 A ship on Lake Michigan (one of the Great Lakes) and shore points around the lake report snow showers. 20 
1923 Temperatures in Toulouse, France reach 43.9C. At the time this was believed to be the hottest day ever recorded in France. 23 
1989 Early evening thunderstorms over Las Vegas generate gusts up to 116mph (186 kmh) which damage or destroy 82 aircraft at Henderson Sky Harbor Aiport and McCarran International Airport. 20 
1995 Ohio registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 273.1mm rain falls at Lockington Dam. 11 
2002 Between 0000 GMT 5th August and 1200 GMT 8th August 435mm rain fell in Wando, just off the south coast of South Korea. The average August rainfall here is 166mm. 212mm of this rain fell in the the 12 hours between 0000 GMT and 1200 GMT on the 7th and 278mm of it fell in the 36 hours between 0000 GMT on the 6th and 1200 GMT on the 7th. 

Aug 9 
1930 Temperatures reach 45C in Perryville, Tennessee, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
2003 Temperatures reach 32.9C in Greycrook, Scotland which is Scotland's hottest day on record. 36 

Aug 10 
1898 Temperatures reach 48.3C in Pendleton, Oregon, the state's joint hottest day on record. 9 
1936 Temperatures reach 48.9C in Ozark, Arkansas, the state's hottest day on record. It's also Lousiana's hottest day on record as temperatures at Plain Dealing reach 45.6C. 9 
1951 Romania's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 44.5C in Ion Sion. 
1975 Temperatures reach 36.4C in Holstebro, Denmark, Denmark's hottest day on record. 
2003 The hottest day on record in the UK. Gravesend records 38.1C and Brogdale (near Faversham) records 38.5C. On the same day parts of northeastern England were affected by an intense thunderstorm; at Carlton-in-Cleveland 47mm rain fell in just 12 minutes, 30mm of it in just 5 minutes. This is the highest 5 minute rainfall total ever recorded in the UK. Hail up to 20mm in diameter also fell. This rainfall rate (which equates to between 360 and 235 mm/hr) is the most intense on record in the UK for a sub 10 minute storm. 35 

Aug 11 
1831 A violent hurricane strikes Barbados on the 10th and 11th leaving 1500 to 2000 dead. 7 
1933 Highs in San Luis, Mexico reaches 58C. 7 
2003 Switzerland records its hottest day on record as temperatures reach 41.5C in Grono. 

Aug 12 
1936 Texas' hottest day on record. Temperatures peak at 48.9C at Seymour. 
2002 Temperatures on the north coast of Crete reach highs of 41.6C at Souda Airport and 44.4C at Iraklion. Temperatures here generally only reach 36-39C at best and in fact prior to the 11th and 12th August temperatures at Iraklion had only twice been close to or over 40C since 1980; once on 4th July 1998 when highs came close to 44C and again on 11th September 1989 when highs were just short of 40C. The 44.4C on this day may well be a record, and incredibly temperatures here were already up to 42C by 0900GMT, just before a sea breeze kicked in to prevent temperatures getting too high, and say, topping 45C! 

Aug 13 
1947 Victoria in Australia records its coldest night on record when lows at Mt. Hotham drop down to -12.8C. 13 
2002 Germany registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 312mm rain falls between the morning of the 12th and the morning of the 13th at Zinnwald-Georgenfeld in Erzgebergte. The storm responsible dumped 374mm rain in 36 hours. 
2003 The joint hottest day on record in Germany; temperatures reach 40.2C in Karlsruhe. 

Aug 14 
1936 Temperatures in eastern Kansas widely exceed 43C whilst Kansas City, Missouri records its hottest day in record when highs reach 45C. 7 
1975 The Hampstead Storm, London. A localized torrential downpour produces 170.8mm rain in 155 minutes at Hampstead Heath. Just two miles away London Weather Centre recorded about 5mm rain from the same storm. One man died in the storm, the Underground was flooded, sewer manhole covers were forced up and within 5 minutes of the start of the storm a hundred homes were flooded with more than a metre of water. 14 
1987 Thunderstorms dumped lots of rain on Chicago's northern and western suburbs. O'Hare airport had 237.5mm rain in 18 hours which thrashed the city's previous 24 hour precipitation record of 158.5mm. The ensuign floods closed the airport, the first time it had been closed due tot weather outside of winter. 20 
2002 Highs in Boston, Massachussetts reached 38.3C, equalling their August record high set on August 2nd 1975. The August average here is about 27C. Their record high was set on July 4th 1911 when highs peaked at 40C. 
2002 136mm rain fell on Vienna, Austria during the 3 days to 0600 GMT on the 14th. The monthly average here is 69mm. In the nearby mountains 4 or 5 times the monthly average rainfall fell. 

Aug 15 
1281 A typhoon over the Sea of Japan becomes known as "The Divine Wind" or Kamikaze when it destroys an approaching Chinese invasion fleet. 7 
1987 Temperatures reach 38.4C in Barcelona, the hottest day on record here. 10 
2002 In Odessa, on the Black Sea coast of Ukraine, recorded 106mm in the 12 hours up to 1800 GMT on the 15th. The average August rainfall here is 32.6mm. The rain was caused by the same weather system responsible for some of central Europe's worst flooding on record. 

Aug 16 
1977 Elvis dies in Memphis, Tennessee where it was a sunny day with highs reaching 34.4C after an overnight low of 24.4C. 

Aug 17 
1885 Amos, California records the USA's highest August temperature on record. Highs reached 54C. 20 
1915 A hurricane made landfall near Galveston, Texas producing sustained winds of 120mph and killing 275. 20 
1969 Hurricane Camille made landfall at Pass Christian, Mississippi producing a storm surge over 7m high. Sustained winds reached 190mph with gusts over 200mph and 146 were killed and 5,571 injured. Damage from the hurricane cost more than a billion a dollars. Camille turned out to be the 11th deadliest and 12th costliest hurricane to strike the USA in the 20th century. Camillie is also the 2nd most intense hurricane to strike the USA in the 20th century and one of the top 100 deadliest hurricanes to strike the North Atlantic Basin since 1492. 20, 28 
2002 36mm rain fell in just 6 hours during the morning and early afternoon in Alexandroupolis, northeastern Greece; the August average rainfall here is 18mm. 
2002 Between the 14th and 17th East London on the southeastern coast of South Africa was very wet; during a 72 hour period 327mm rain fell, 292mm of it in a 42 hour period between 0600 GMT on the 14th and 0000 GMT on the 16th of which an incredible 210mm fell in just 3 hours during the evening of the 15th. The average August rainfall here is 43mm. East London wasn't the only place hit by severe weather during this period; Port Alfred recorded 76.0mm, Patensie 59.6mm, Port Elizabeth 68.5mm and Uitenhage 80.6mm. 

Aug 18 
1936 The hottest afternoon on record in Iowa. The average high of for the 113 weather reporting stations was 41.4C. 20 
1955 Boston's wettest 24 hour period occurs during 18-19th; the passage of Hurricane Diane (after making landfall over the Carolinas) dumps 213.4mm rain in 24 hours on Boston and causes devastating floods across much of New England. 27 
1983 Measuring category 3 on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale, Hurricane Alicia made landfall near Galveston, Texas. On Galveston Island winds gusted to 130mph and there was a storm surge nearly 4m high. Meanwhile, in Houston winds gusted to 78mph. The hurricane also spawned 22 tornadoes in a 24 period, killed 13 people and injured 1800. Alicia was the ninth costliest hurricane to strike the USA during the 20th century. 20, 28 
1990 Hong Kong's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reached 36.1C. 

Aug 19 
1559 The first hurricane on record as affecting the USA drove 5 Spanish ships ashore at Pensacola, Florida. 20 
1845 One of Europe's worst tornado disasters. A tornado destroys homes and textile and paper mills at and near Monville, France killing at least 70 people and possibly as many as 200 people. 21 
1900 Hong Kong's joint hottest day on record; temperatures reached 36.1C. 
1939 New Jersey registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 376.2mm rain falls at Tuckerton. 11 
1955 Connecticut registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 324.4mm rain falls at Burlington. Meanwhile, on the same nearby Massachusettes also recorded its record maximum 24 hour precipitation with 461.0mm rain falling at Westfield. 11 
1985 Highs in Los Angeles reach 40.9C, the hottest August day on record here. 20 
1986 Highs in San Antonio, Texas reach 42.2C, the hottest August day on record here. At the time this was also the hottest day on record at any time of the year here, but an early September heat wave in 2000 saw this record tumble. The previous hottest day on record here was 41.7C set on 20 August 1909. 20 
1991 Hurricane Bob hit southern New England. Winds reached 80mph gusting 110mph at the New Bedford Hurricane Barrier and gusts reached 125mph at Block Island, Rhode Island, 105mph at Newport Rhode Island, 100mph over Cape Cod and 93mph at Blue Hill, Maine. 198.9mm fell in 24 hours at Portland, Maine, the wettest 24 hour period on record here. 17 people were killed by Bob and as well as being the USA's joint 10th costliest hurricane of the 20th Century Bob was also the worst hurricane to hit New England since Donna in 1960. 20 

Aug 20 
1890 901.7mm rain falls in 24 hours at Tanabe, Japan on the 19th and 20th. 23 
1969 Hurricane Camille (see August 17th) was merely a tropical depression by the 20th when she moved across the Mid-Atlantic states. Nevertheless this tropical depression still packed a punch and produced some very wet weather over Virginia where extreme flooding killed 109 people. Virginia also registered its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 685.8mm rain fell at Nelson County. 11, 20 
1997 The remnants of Tropical Storm Ignacio produced some unusually heavy rain for the time of year in San Francisco, California; 18.5mm rain fell, making this the second wettest August day ever. Meanwhile, across on the other side of the USA, 282.4mm rain fell in 24 hours at Atlantic City International Airport. This is the greatest single day rainfall here. The storm responsible for this wet weather dumped a total of 343.4mm rain on the airport. 7 
2002 Southern Turkey is normally very dry in the summer. For example, the average August rainfall at Mugla in southwestern Turkey is just 8mm. However in the 3 hours between 0900GMT and 1200GMT 26mm fell during a thunderstorm. 

Aug 21 
1889 15mm rain falls at Los Angeles, the record 24 hour rainfall here. This spell of rain ensured that Aug 1889 became Los Angeles’ wettest August on record. 7 
1925 Temperatures reach 43.3C in Fayetteville, North Carolina, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1992 It snowed in central and southern Alberta. In some places in snowed until the 23rd and snow was 60cm deep in places. It was also Edmonton's earliest snowfall since records began in 1884. 
1997 140 are killed when one of China’s worst typhoons in a decade hits Zhejiang and Jiangsu. 7 

Aug 22 
1976 Newfoundland, Canada records its hottest day on record when temperatures peak at 36.7C in Botwood. It's the hottest day on record in St. John, New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia too as temperatures reach 34.4C in both these cities. 
1994 Hurricane John became the strongest hurricane on record in the central Pacific when sustained winds 390 miles south of Hilo, Hawaii reached 170mph and the pressure in the eye of the storm dropped to 920mb. John was the third catergory 5 hurricane in a month in the central pacific, something which had never happened since records began. 20 
2002 96mm rain fell in just 6 hours during the early hours in Chicago casuing local flooding and transport problems. On average 56mm falls in the whole of August here. The system that led to this wet weather caused flooding in other parts of Illinois on the 21st. 

Aug 23 
1921 55.9mm rain fell in just one hour at Denver, Colorado. 20 
1933 The Mid-Atlantic region was hit by a major hurricane, the only time on record this has happened. The hurricane made landfall at Nag's Head, North Carolina and then tracked into Chesapeake Bay where it generated the highest tidal bore on record there. The hurricane produced gusts up to 88mph at Norfolk, Virginia and flooded 60% of Atlantic City and parts of Philadelphia. 20 
1944 The Netherlands' hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.6C at Warnsveld near Zutphen in the east of the country. 
1992 Record early snow and cold temperatures in central parts of northern Montana. 12-13cm snow fell at Great Falls, Montana the first time in 100 years that snow had fallen here in August. Meanwhile, at Many Glacier 33-34cm snow fell. Great Falls and Billings also recorded their record August lows as temperatures dipped to 0C and 4C respectively. 20 
1992 Hurricane Andrew struck Eleuthera Island in the northern Bahamas producing 150mph winds and a storm surge close to 7m high. 3 people were killed. Meanwhile in Nassau winds gusted to 115mph. 20 
1998 The remnants of Tropical Storm Charley hit Del Rio, Texas dumping 432.6mm rain on the city, the largest one day rainfall total on record here. 20 

Aug 24 
1906 235mm rain fell in just 40 minutes at Guinea, Virginia. 20 
1918 A shower of fish fell at Sunderland, northeastern England. 23 
1984 The remnants of Tropical Storm Holly bring heavy rain and snow to parts of southern Alaska. 7 
1990 Thunderstorms over Lomg Island dumped 125-175mm rain over the area and in Islip 173.5mm rain fell in 8 hours. Flooding led to parts of some highways to be closed. 20 
1992 Measuring catergory 5 on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale, Hurricane Andrew hit southern Florida making landfall at Homestead where winds were 165mph gusting 181mph. The central pressure in the eye of the hurricane was 922 millibars. At the National Hurricane Center at Coral Gables winds reached 115mph gusting 164mph. Andrew generated a storm surge of just over 5 metres. 41 people were killed in Florida by Andrew, more than 250,000 were left homeless and more than 125,000 homes were destroyed. Andrew is the costliest hurricane ever to strike the USA and the behind Hurricane Camille in 1969 and the Labor Day hurricane of 1935 the third strongest hurricane on record to affect the USA. 7, 20 
2002 Tlemce, northwestern Algeria gets on average 2.5mm rain in the whole of August but between 0600 GMT on the 23rd and 0600 GMT on the 24th 45mm rain fell as thunderstorms moved across northern Algeria. Meanwhile, in Ibiza 60mm rain fell between 1800 GMT on the 23rd and 1200 GMT on the 24th. The average August rainfall here is 60mm. 
2002 Prolonged heavy showers and thunderstorms affected the Netherlands dumping more than 50mm rain in 21 places in less than 24 hours, something which has only happened 13 times previously since 1951. There was widespread flooding from the rain and the wettest places included Zevenbergen (near Rotterdam) with 130mm, Weesp (near Amsterdam) with 101mm and 88mm in Gouda. 

Aug 25 
1814 What is thought to be a tornado hit Washington DC, killing about 30 British troops occupying the city. 20 
1948 3 people are killed and 80 are injured when a tornado hits the towns of Hamilton and Frankton in New Zealand. 21 
1948 Toronto's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 38.3C. 
2002 77mm rain falls in the 18 hours to 1200 GMT at Perpignan, southern France. This around two and half times their average August rainfall. 

Aug 26 
1895 Snow flurries affected parts of Pennsylvania, New York and New England with snow observed as far south as Hartford, Connecticut. 20 
1976 A weak tornado struck the Hockley Hills near Kiana, Alaska which is just inside the Arctic Circle. 20 
1992 A few days after hitting southern Florida and moving away into the Gulf of Mexico, Hurricane Andrew made landfall for a second time near Burns Point, Louisiana this time as a catergory 3 storm. 92mph winds gusting to 108mph were recorded in Morgan City, Louisiana and in Hammond, Louisiana 302.8mm rain fell in 24 hours. Andrew also spawned a tornado which tracked 9 miles from Laplace to Reserve, Louisiana killing 2 and injuring another 32. All in all this second landfall from Andrew killed 6 people and the remnants of Andrew went on to spawn 47 tornadoes in the next 2 or 3 days in southern and mid-Atlantic states. 20 
1948 Niagara Falls records its hottest day on record as highs reached 38.3C. 
2002 In the 30 hours ending 1200 GMT on the 26th 107mm rain fell in Nimes, southern France causing local flooding. The average August rainfall here is 45mm. 

Aug 27 
1881 335 people were killed when a hurricane hit Georgia. Savannah and Charleston were among the worst affected places. 20 
1893 More than 1,000 people were killed by a hurricane induced storm surge at Charleston, South Carolina. The hurricane made landfall at Savannah, Georgia where winds reached 120mph. 20 
1948 Temperatures reached 37.2C in Buffalo, New York, the hottest day on record here. 20 
1964 Miami and south Florida was hit by a hurricane for the first time since 1950. Hurricane Cleo brought 100mph winds gusting 135mph to Miami. 20 
1970 93mm rain fell in just one hour at Elko, Nevada. 20 
1973 Canada's heaviest ever recorded hailstone falls at Cedoux in Saskatchewan. It weighs 290g which, in European Union countries, is just a little bit more than a pack of butter weighs! 
1986 Rain, snow and ice pellets fell at Sault Ste Marie, Michigan during the evening. This is the first time wintry precipitation fell here in August since records begun in July 1888. 20 
1995 South Carolina registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 431.8mm rain falls at Antreville. 11 

Aug 28 
1961 La Coruna on the tip of northwestern Spain records its hottest day on record as temperatures peak at 39.6C. Oh, and by the way, if it thunders in La Coruna there's a 50% chance that it'll thunder it the Netherlands within the next 24 hours! 10 
1971 For the second day in a row New Jersey was hit by heavy rain from Tropical Storm Doria which made landfall over western Long Island and southwestern Connecticut before moving away north northeastwards. Winds on the southern New England coast gusted to 75mph whilst Newark, New Jersey recorded their record 24 precipitation when 199.1mm rain fell in 24 hours. The Princeton-Millstone area of New Jersey was even wetter with around 280mm rain falling in 36 hours. Needless to day there were problems with flooding. This was the worst tropical storm/hurricane activity in New England since Hurricane Donna in 1960. 20 
1990 29 were killed and 350 injured when an F5 tornado struck Kendall and Will Counties in northern Illinois. 20 
1992 Typhoon Omar hit Guam in the western Pacific with winds of 125mph. Gusts of 150mph and 170mph were recorded at Andersen Air Force Base, where 416.9mm rain fell, and Agana Naval Air Station respectively. This was Guam's strongest typhoon since Typhoon Pamela in 1976. 20 

Aug 29 
1962 Louisiana registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 558.8mm rain falls at Hackberry. 11 
1965 The USA’s snowiest August day on record is recorded when around 6cm snow falls on Mount Washington, New Hampshire. Meanwhile, overnight lows dropped below freezing in parts of Vermont. 7 
2002 Thunderstorms dumped 120mm rain on Kerkyra, Corfu in the 6 hours between 0600 GMT and 1200 GMT. The average August rainfall here is 18mm. 

Aug 30 
1839 A hurricane off the northeastern US coasts dumps snow on the Catskill Mountains in New York State. 20 
1982 Cold in the northeastern US; 7-8cm snow fell in parts of Vermont and 31 cities in New England recorded record lows. 20 
2000 Little Rock, Arkansas and Audubon Park, New Orleans siet record highs reaching 43.9C and 39.4 respectively. 20 
2002 Late August 2002 saw Typhoon Rusa strike South Korea causing widespread flooding. Among the rainfall highlights was a fall of 671mm rain in 24 hours on this day at Gangneung in northern South Korea just east of Seoul. This is close to three times their average August rainfall. Meanwhile in Kangnung 915mm fell in 30 hours. 187 people were killed by Rusa, the strongest typhoon to hit South Korea since Sarah in 1959 when 840 died. Rusa also gave eastern and southern South Korea their wettest weather since records began in the 1930's. 

Aug 31 
1889 15.5mm rain falls in Los Angeles, the wettest 24 hour period in August here, and the largest monthly total for August. 7 
1911 1033.8mm rain falls in 24 hours at Funkiko, Japan. 23 
1954 Hurricane Carol made landfall in New England producing gusts up to 120mph in southern New England. In Boston winds reached 86mph gusting 100mph. 60 people were killed. This was New England's second worst hurricane of the 20th century and only one in 1938 was worse. 20 
1987 Lows dropped to freezing in Aberdeen, North Dakota the first time on record this happened here in August. 20 
1993 Hurricane Emily hit the outer banks of North Carolina. Winds at Cape Hatteras gusted to 98-107mph and 190.8mm rain fell. After the eye passed this region winds increased to a peak of 103mph gusting 148mph. 20 
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SEPTEMBER


Sept 1 
1914 Michigan registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 248.4mm rain falls at Bloomington. 11 
1955 Los Angeles' hottest day on record; highs reach 43C. 19 
1970 A trace of snow fell at Long Falls Dam, Maine and a centimetre or two of snow fell on Mount Washington, New Hampshire. 20 
1979 Whoever said lightning doesn't strike twice was lying. On this day a house in Centerville, Tennessee was struck by lightning by for the third time since 1970 and was destroyed. 20 
2002 In Tapachula, southern Mexico 144mm thundery rain fell in the 24 hours up to 1200 GMT on the 1st. 139mm of this fell in the 6 hours between 0600 GMT and 1200 GMT. The average September rainfall is 449.4mm. 

Sept 2 
1906 The UK records its hottest September day on record when highs reach 35.6C in Bawtry. It's also one of the 10 hottest days on record in the UK. 
1935 A hurricane measuring 5 on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale hits Florida Keys. Known as the Labor Day Hurricane it produces 155mph winds with gusts up to 208mph and kills 423 people, many of them World War One veterans building a bridge from the Florida mainland to the Keys. This is the first category 5 hurricane known to hit the USA. It was also the 5th deadliest hurricane to hit the USA in the 20th century. Finally, during the hurricane sea level pressure dropped to 892mb, the lowest sea level pressure recorded in the USA. 7, 20 
1950 The USA recorded its hottest September day on record as highs reached 52.2C in Mecca, Calfornia. 20 
1961 A little more than 10cm snow fell at Denver, Colorado, the earliest measurable snow on record here. 20 
1985 Hurricane Elena made landfall at Dauphin Island, just off the Alabama coast. Elena produced gusts up to 120mph from Florida to Louisiana and gusts up to 135mph were recorded at Gulfport, Mississippi. 20 
1995 Sydney, Australia's longest dry spells ends. Between 18 July and 2 September no measurable precipitation falls at Sydney. August 1995 is the only dry calender month on record here. 24 
2002 The remnants of Typhoon Rusa dumped 99mm rain in 18 hours on Sakhalin Island just north of Japan. 

Sept 3 
1821 A hurricane made landfall near where Kennedy Airport is in New York and then moved north through western Connecticut. 20 
1970 A hailstone 45cm in circumference and weighing 758g fell at Coffeyville, southeastern Kansas. 19 

Sept 4 
1929 The Netherlands records its hottest September day on record when highs reach 35.2C in Maastricht. 
1939 112mm rain fall in just 2 hours at Washington DC. 19 
1941 5 people were killed when a tornado struck Minneapolis, Minnesota. 20 
1970 Torrential rain caused Arizona's worst natural disaster in record. Rivers in central Arizona flooded killing 23 people and a new state 24 hour 
rainfall record was set when 289.6mm rain fell in 24 hours at Workmans Creek. 20 
2000 Houston and College Station (both in Texas) recorded their hottest day on record when highs reached 42.8C and 44.4C respectively. 20 

Sept 5 
1925 Temperatures reach 44.4C in Centerville, Alabama, the state's hottest day on record. 9 
1933 40 people are killed when a hurricane hits Brownsville, Texas. 20 
1944 Temperatures in Portland, Oregon reach 38.9C, the only time highs here have exceeded 37.8C (100F) in September. 20 
1950 Florida registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 983.0mm rain falls at Yankeetown during the passage of Hurricane Easy. 11 
1970 Utah records its record maximum 24 hour precipitation record (incidentally the lowest of all the US states) when 152.4mm rain falls at Bug Point. 11 
1996 Packing 115mph winds, Hurricane Fran made landfall near Cape Fear in North Carolina. Fran killed 34 people and dumped between 150mm and 350mm rain in parts of North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia causing widespread flash flooding. With damage totaling $3.2 billion, Fran is North Carolina's costliest natural disaster. Some of the areas struck by Fran had only just finished clearing up from Hurricane Bertha which struck 2 months earlier. 20 
2000 Record heat across southern Texas; highs reached 46.1C in Del Rio, 44.4C in Austin, 43.9C in San Antonio and Victoria, 42.8C in Corpus Christie and 40C in Galveston, the hottest day on record in all these places. In San Antonio the old record was 42.2C set on 19th August 1986. 20 

Sept 6 
1929 During mid morning snow falls at Alton, Iowa, the earliest recorded snowfall here. 7 
2002 Typhoon Sinlaku was affecting Japan. In the 36 hour period 0000 GMT on the 5th to 1200 GMT on the 6th 171mm rain fell in Naha, Okinawa; the September average here is 181mm. In Miyakoshima 257mm rain fell in the 24 hours ending 1200 GMT on the 6th. The September average here is 204mm. 

Sept 7 
1881 Many parts of the northeastern USA recorded their hottest September day on record. Among the record breakers were Boston at 38.9C, New York City at 38.3C and 40C in Washington DC. 20 
1991 Calgary suffers Canada's costliest hailstorm on record. $450 million worth of damage is caused. 

Sept 8 
1900 A storm surge caused by a hurricane swamps Galveston, Texas killing 8,000 people and destroying 3,636 homes. Winds peaked at 125mph and this is the largest hurricane death toll in US history. 7 
1987 Temperatures in Miami reach 36.1C, the hottest September day on record here. The previous record was 35C set on September 9 1949. 20 

Sept 9 

1921 224 people are killed at Thrall in Texas as a weakening depression dumps 970.3mm rain on the town. 924.6mm of the rain falls in 18 hours. 19, 20 
1994 After 29 in existence Hurricane John finally became extratropical in the central north Pacific Ocean. John is the longest lived hurricane on record, breaking the old record held by Hurricane Ginger who spent 27 days over the Atlantic Ocean in 1971. 20 
2002 168mm rain fell at Nimes, southern France between 0600 GMT on the 8th and 1200 GMT on the 9th. The average September rainfall here is 65mm. In 
Orange 68mm fell in the 6 hours between 0600 GMT and 1200 GMT on the 9th, 46mm of it in just one hour. The average September rainfall here is 88mm. The storms responsible for this wet weather kill 20 people in southeastern France where some mountain regions report close to 600mm rain. 20 

Sept 10 
1900 South Dakota registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 203.2mm rain falls at Elk Point. 11 
1960 Hurricane Donna hit the Florida Keys with winds gusting up to 180mph. Naples was inundated with flood water and Fort Myers was in the eye for 71 minutes - usually the eye passes in 10-15 minutes at most! 12 people were killed and a further 1794 were injured. 20 
1964 Hurricane Dora hit northeastern Florida. Winds reached 100mph gusting 125mph at St. Augustine and 82mph in Jacksonville - the first time hurricane force winds had been recorded here - whilst 602.7mm rain fell at Mayo, Florida. 20 
1976 Tropical Storm Kathleen hit Yuma, Arizona with sustained winds of 57mph, the highest sustained winds on record associated with an eastern Pacific tropical cyclone in the southwestern USA. 20 

Sept 11 
1877 Locally heavy rain affected some parts of India; 823.0mm rain fell in 24 hours at Nagina and 772.2mm fell at the same time in Janipur. Meanwhile, at Purnea 889.0mm rain fell in 24 hours whilst 1018.5mm fell in the same time period at Jowai. 23 
1961 Measuring 4 on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale Hurricane Carla makes landfall at Port Lavaca, Texas. The central Texas coast gets hit by winds gusting up to 175mph and as much as 406mm rain. A tornado spawned by the hurricane strikes Galveston Island killing 8 people. In total 45 are killed as a result of the hurricane. 7 
1970 A tornado causes a pleasure cruiser to capsize off the Italian Adriatic coast and a nearby campsite was wrecked too. 47 died and hundreds were injured. 
1995 Hurricane Luis off the coast of Newfoundland generated a 30m high wave which struck the QE2. This wave is the highest measured in the world! The remnants of Luis affected southern Burin peninsula in Newfoundland washing out roads and bridges. Winds up to 175 km/h damaged homes, yachts and aeroplanes. 

Sept 12 
1979 Measuring 4 on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale Hurricane Frederick makes landfall at Mobile Bay, Alabama. Winds reach 132mph and gusts reach 145mph at Dauphin Island, Alabama. 7 

Sept 13 
1922 The World's hottest day on record! Al'azizyah in Libya records a high of 58.0C. 
1927 700 were killed and the towns of Kojima and Nakamura near Nagasaki, Japan were destroyed by a typhoon and its inevitable storm surge. 23 

Sept 14 
1927 A tornado 50-70m wide was reported in Yokohama, Japan whilst at the same time floods and heavy rain affected Tokyo. 23 
1987 The snowiest September day on record at Barrow, Alaska where 13cm snow falls. 7 
2001 Tropical Storm Gabrielle dumps 162.1mm rain in 24 hours on Tampa, Florida. 

Sept 15 
1974 Between the 12th and 15th 3,721mm rain fell at Cherrapunji, India. 6 

Sept 16 
1928 A hurricane moving from Puerto Rico into southern Florida made landfall at Palm Beach and went on to cause floods at Lake Okeechobee which drowned 1,836 people and injured another 1,870 others. 19 

Sept 17 
1828 Japan's most catastrophic typhoon - the so-called Siebold Typhoon - causes damage over much of Japan and in particular over the southern island Kyushu where a storm surge in the Ariake Sea kills 10,000. 4 
1932 Rhode Island registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 308.1mm rain falls at Westerly. 11 

Sept 18 
1988 18cm snow falls at Great Falls, Montana and more than 30cm falls on some mountain areas in Montana. 7 

Sept 19 
2000 A F3 tornado killed 3 people in Montpellier, southern France when the construction site hut they were sheltering in was hit by a falling crane. 2 

Sept 20 
1919 It snowed, the earliest in the autumn widespread snow has been recorded around the UK. 14 

Sept 21 
1938 The Great New England Hurricane moves across Long Island, New York and New Haven, Connecticut before moving into Massachusetts and Vermont. The storm causes forest damage, flooding and coastal damage as well as killing more than 600 people. 7 

Sept 22 
1810 One of the two strongest tornadoes on record in the UK affects the area between Old Portsmouth and Southsea Common. Wind speeds are estimated to have been in the 213-240mph range. 

Sept 23 
1551 A waterspout hits the harbour at Valetta, Malta destroying a shipping armada about to go into battle and killing at least 600 before moving inland. 7 
1815 A hurricane at least as powerful as the 1938 The Great New England Hurricane makes landfall at Long Island, New York and then moves across Massachusetts and New Hampshire. It was the worst storm in nearly 200 years in this area. 7 
1998 Hurricane Georges hits Haiti and the Dominican Republic on the 22nd and 23rd. The ensuing flash flooding and landslides are the main culprit behind the 580 deaths caused by the hurricane. 7 

Sept 24 
Watch this space! 

Sept 25 
1939 A tropical Storm hit southern California and dumped 138mm rain in 24 hours on Los Angeles. 45 people were killed in southern California by floods from the storm. 19 

Sept 26 
1963 San Diego's hottest day on record; temperatures reach 44C. 19 

Sept 27 
1936 54cm snow falls in 60 hours at Denver. 7 
1959 Typhoon Vera hit Honshu on the 26th and 27th killing more than 5,000, injuring more than 40,000 injured and leaving 1.5 million homeless as 40,000 homes are destroyed. Vera is Japan’s greatest typhoon disaster. 7 

Sept 28 
1893 Albuquerque, New Mexico records a 24 rainfall record when 57mm rain falls. 7 

Sept 29 
1927 The USA's 24th deadliest tornado on record strikes St. Louis, Missouri killing 80 people. It is one of only two of the USA deadliest 25 tornadoes to occur outside of April, May and June. 22 
1983 Golf ball sized hail destroys crops inn Sydney, Australia. 7 

Sept 30 
1932 111mm rain falls in 7 hours at Tehachapi, southern California when a tropical cyclone hits. 15 are killed in the ensuing flooding. 7 
1987 Afternoon thunderstorms dump wet snow at South Bend, Indiana. 7 
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OCTOBER


Oct 1 
1976 Hurricane Liza hits Mexico. The ensuing rain causes a dam on the Cajoncito River to break. 630 people are then killed as the ensuing cascade of water hits La Paz. 7 
1985 The UK records its hottest October day on record when highs reach 29.4C in March. 

Oct 2 
Watch this space! 

Oct 3 
1912 The USA longest dry spell on record begins at Bagdad, California where it doesn’t rain again for until 9 November 1914, a period of 767 days. 7 
1988 Around 200mm rain falls in 3 hours at Nimes in southern France causing floods and mudslides which go on to kill 8 people. 7 

Oct 4 
Watch this space! 

Oct 5 
1917 Highs in Sentinel, Arizona reach 47C, the hottest October day on record in the USA. 19 

Oct 6 
1836 An early season snowstorm over New York and Pennsylvania dumps 28cm snow at Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania and 66cm at Auburn, New York. Snow had already fallen earlier in the season and on the 12th it would snow in this area again. 7 
1967 Canada registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 489.2mm rain falls at Ucluelet Brynnor Mines in western British Columbia. 
1981 The Netherland's worst tornado disaster. 17 people are killed as a plane flying from Rotterdam to Eindhoven flies into the circulation of a tornado and crashes near the western Dutch town of Moerdijk. 21 

Oct 7 
Watch this space! 

Oct 8 
Watch this space! 

Oct 9 
1903 New York registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 283.7mm rain falls at Central Park, New York City. 11 

Oct 10 
1804 An offshore hurricane induces northerly gales over New England. These gales bring with them some heavy snow, including 90cm at the crest of the Green Mountains and 30cm snow over the Berkshire Mountains at Goshen, Connecticut. 7 
1921 The Netherlands records its hottest October day on record when highs reach 30.1C in Sittard. 

Oct 11 
1737 As many as 300,000 people are killed when a cyclone and storm surge hit the Hooghly River, Calcutta, India. 7 
1846 On the 10th and 11th a hurricane strikes Cuba sinking, damaging or wrecking 92 ships in Havana harbour. 7 
1973 Oklahoma registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 398.3mm rain falls at Enid. 11 

Oct 12 
1982 Alaska registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 386.1mm rain falls at Angoon. 11 

Oct 13 
1975 Widespread snow falls across the Netherlands. This is the earliest in the autumn that snow is observed here in the 20th century. 

Oct 14 
Watch this space! 

Oct 15 
1954 The remnants of Hurricane Hazel affect southern Ontario killing 83 people and dumping up to 178mm rain in some places and 121mm rain in 24 hours in Toronto. Before hitting Canada Hazel killed more than 1,000 people on Haiti on the 12th. 7 
1987 In the evening and night of 15/16 October 'The Great Storm' affected much of the southern half of England. Among the peak gusts were Shoreham, Sussex 180.8km/h, Langdon Bay, Kent 172.8km/h, Sheerness, Kent 171.2km/h, Ashford, Kent 169.6km/h and London Weather Centre, central London, 150.4km/h. This storm is one of the worst, if not the worst, of the 20th century in southeastern England and certainly the most infamous. 16 

Oct 16 
1780 Between the 10th and 16th the western hemisphere’s deadliest hurricane on record lingers over the Caribbean killing 22,000 people on Martinique, St. Eustatius, and Barbados. 7 
1913 San Francisco’s joint hottest October day on record; highs reach 38.3C. 7 

Oct 17 
Watch this space! 

Oct 18 
1930 Early season lake-effect snow on the shores of Lakes Erie and Ontario. Just south of Buffalo 122cm snow falls. 19 

Oct 19 
1989 Rain over Ohio turned to snow leaving 10-15cm snow over southwestern and western parts, 5-10cm in central and northwestern parts and at least a covering of snow in most other parts. The 12-13cm snow that fell in Drayton made it the snowiest October day on record here. 31 

Oct 20 
1956 The warmest day on record on Antarctica; temperatures reach 14.0C at Esparanza at 63 degrees south. 

Oct 21 
1996 Maine registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 338.3mm rain falls at Portland. 11 

Oct 22 
1965 During a heat wave over southern Calfornia temperatures top 38C in Los Angeles and reach 40C at San Diego. 19 

Oct 23 
1093 One of the two strongest tornadoes on record in the UK occurs at St. Mary le Bow in London. Wind speeds are estimated to have been in the 213-240mph range. 

Oct 24 
2003 Widespread snow across most of the Netherlands. Although the snow is short-lived several centimetres of snow lie on the ground for a time in some parts. Places affected by the snow include Tilburg, Arnhem, Utrecht, Enschede, Groningen, Hoogeveen and Lelystad. The far west of the country tended to avoid the wintry weather, but sleet did affect Rotterdam for a time. 

Oct 25 
Watch this space! 

Oct 26 
1919 Lows in Bismarck, North Dakota drop to -23C, the record October low here and the earliest subzero low on record here. 7 

Oct 27 
1913 One of Britain's worst tornado disasters; six people are killed when a tornado struck Edwardsville, near Cardiff. 

Oct 28 
1982 Softball sized hail and 4 hours of heavy rain damage vehicles and buildings and kills 11 at Al-Khafqi, Saudi Arabia. 7 
1991 Typhoon Thelma hits the Philippines killing at least 6,000 people, 3,000 of them after a storm surge hit Leyte Island. 7 
2003 Hurricane Peter dissipated making the 2003 Atlantic Hurricane season the longest on record. The season began with the formation of Tropical Storm Ana on April 21st. 

Oct 29 
1942 29 are killed when a tornado strikes Berryville, Arkansas. 19 

Oct 30 
Watch this space! 

Oct 31 
1876 100,000 people drown at the Ganges Delta, Bangladesh when a storm surge hits. 7 
1968 Northern Ireland's wettest day on record; 158.9mm rain falls in 24 hours at Tollymore Forest, Co. Down. 3 
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NOVEMBER


Nov 1 
Watch this space! 

Nov 2 
1961 Highs reach 28.9C at Atlanta, Georgia, the hottest November day on record here. 7 

Nov 3 
1924 Temperatures at Geneva, Switzerland reached 23C; between 1851 and 1900 temperatures over 23C were recorded just once here. 23 

Nov 4 
1927 Vermont registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 222.8mm rain falls at Somerset. 11 
1946 The UK records its hottest November day on record when highs reach 21.7C in Prestatyn, Wales. 
1994 The Netherlands records its hottest November day on record when highs reach 21.1C in Oost Maarland and Beek 

Nov 5 
1948 A waterspout makes landfall on the northern Dutch island of Vlieland and crosses the weather station there. A gust of 202km/h is measured as the whirlwind crosses the weather station and this is the strongest gust of any sort ever recorded in the Netherlands. 
2001 Hurricane Michelle crosses Cuba, killing 5 people, devastating crops and leaving the western half of the island without electricity. 100,000 - 500,000 are evacuated and in Havana 180 buildings collapse and 1200 trees are blown down. With winds up to 135mph it's the strongest hurricane here in 50 years and Michelle goes on to cause some damage in Nassau, the Bahamas. 

Nov 6 
1921 Winds gust to 162km/h at Hook of Holland in the Netherlands, the strongest non tornadic gust ever recorded in the Netherlands. 
1951 Heavy snow fell over an area extending from the Texas Panhandle to the Lower Great Lakes. Record amounts of snow fell in some places, including 31-32cms at St. Louis, Missouri and 35-36cms at Springfield, Missouri. Meanwhile at Nevada, Missouri just over 50cms snow fell. 
1953 An intense storm over the eastern seaboard of the USA produced 98mph gusts at Block Island just off the Rhode Island coast. The storm also dumped 68-69cms snow on the mountains in Pennsylvania, just over 10cms snow on Washington DC and just over 20cms snow on Philadelphia. 
1959 Hawkins Hill on North Island, New Zealand records winds touching 248 km/h, the windiest weather ever recorded on North Island. 12 
1988 A deep low over the Great Lakes dumped 61cms snow on the shore of Lake Superior and 91-92cms snow on the Porcupine Mountain area of upper Michigan. The 44cms snow that fell on Marquette, Michigan is a November 24 hour snowfall record here. 
1994 157.2mm rain fell in 24 hours on Downtown San Francisco, the wettest 24 hour period on record here. 

Nov 7 
2001 Typhoon Lingling kills 54 and leaves 110 missing in Camiguin, southern Phillipines. 5 days later Lingling struck Vietnam killing at least 18. 

Nov 8 
1966 San Francisco records its hottest November day on record when highs peak at 30C. 19 

Nov 9 
1914 After 767 the USA's longest dry spell on record at Bagdad, Calfornia comes to an end and it finally rains here. 7 

Nov 10 
1915 11 people are killed when a tornado strikes Great Bend, Kansas. 19 

Nov 11 
1099 A violent North Sea storm kills approx. 100,000 people in England and the Netherlands. 7 
1929 Wales' wettest day on record; 211mm rain falls in 24 hours at Rhondda, Gwent. 4 
1990 A F4 tornado strikes Mobara, Japan causing severe damage and injuring 60. A tornado of this magnitude in this area is extremely unusual. 7 

Nov 12 
1906 Highs in Craftonville, California reach 41C, the hottest November day on record in the USA. 19 

Nov 13 
1963 The wettest day on record in Madrid, Spain with 73.4mm rain falling. 10 
1970 500,000 people are killed in Bangladesh as a cyclone sweeps across the nation bringing a 15 metre storm surge with it. Over 50 million people end up being affected by the rain, wind and storm surge. 7 

Nov 14 
Watch this space! 

Nov 15 
2001 219.7mm rain falls in 24 hours in Austin, Texas. 

Nov 16 
Watch this space! 

Nov 17 
1910 464.8mm rain falls in 24 hours at Riposto, Sicily, Italy. 23 

Nov 18 
1421 The St. Elizabeth's flood, the Netherlands. 10,000 people are killed and 72 villages are swept away when waves from an intense North Sea storm breach coastal defences. 7 
1931 Winds gust to 201.1km/h at Cape Hopes Advance in Quebec, the strongest gust ever recorded in Canada. 

Nov 19 
1996 Oregon registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 295.9mm rain falls at Port Orford. 11 

Nov 20 
2001 5 people are killed during thunderstorms on Tenerife. 87mm rain falls in Las Palmas whilst in Santa Cruz 84mm rain falls; the average November rainfall here is 45mm. 

Nov 21 
1798 A snowstorm between the 19th and 21st dumps deep snow over an area extending from Maryland to Maine. 30cm snow falls on New York City and New Haven and up to 90cm snow falls on parts of Maine and New Hampshire. 7 
1981 The UK's largest tornado outbreak. 150 tornadoes broke out over England and Wales during a 5 and a quarter hour period. Most of the tornadoes were very weak. 

Nov 22 
Watch this space! 

Nov 23 
1909 Idaho registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 182.1mm rain falls at Rattlesnake Creek. 11 

Nov 24 
1981 The Philippines is struck by Typhoon Irma. 236 are killed and hundreds of thousands are left homeless. It's the worst typhoon here in a decade. 7 
1986 Washington registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 362.2mm rain falls at Mount Mitchell #2. 11 
1999 A rare fall of snow affected northern Spain where some mountain villages were isolated and where snow fell as far south as Barcelona. 29 

Nov 25 
1926 53 people are killed as a tornado hits Belleville and Portland, Arkansas. 7 

Nov 26 
1970 The world's wettest minute on record; 38mm rain falls in just 60 seconds at Barot on Guadeloupe in the Caribbean. 6 

Nov 27 
1912 It snowed in northern Florida, the only time on record snow has fallen in this region during November. 7 
2001 82.3mm rain falls in 24 hours in Honululu. Since March 1997 less rain than this fell every month! 

Nov 28 
Watch this space! 

Nov 29 
Watch this space! 

Nov 30 
Watch this space! 
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DECEMBER


Dec 1 
Watch this space! 

Dec 2 
1896 The southeastern USA is affected by an early season snow and ice storm. 28cm snow fall at Charlotte, North Carolina and 15cm at Atlanta, Georgia. 7 
1948 The UK records its mildest December day on record when highs reach 18.3C in Achnashellach, Scotland. 

Dec 3 
1982 Arkansas registers its record maximum 24 hour precipitation as 357.1mm rain falls at Big Fork. 11 

Dec 4 
1953 The Netherlands records its hottest December day on record when highs reach 17.8C in Buchten. 

Dec 5 
1953 39 people are killed when a tornado strikes Vicksburg, Mississippi. A further 270 are injured. 19 

Dec 6 
1971 The wettest day on record in Barcelona with 196.0mm rain falling. 10 

Dec 7 
1987 493mm rain falls at Las Piedras, Puerto Rico causing about $5 million in damage. 7 

Dec 8 
1938 Temperatures reach 37.8C (100F) at La Mesa, California. 7 

Dec 9 
Watch this space! 

Dec 10 
1946 New York City records its warmest December day on record when highs reach 21C. 19 

Dec 11 
1905 The hottest day on record in both Argentina and South America. Highs reach 48.9C at Rivadavia. 13 

Dec 12 
Watch this space! 

Dec 13 
1941 Sweden's coldest night on record; lows drop to -53.0C in Malgovik. 
1987 64cm snow falls at Cedar Quest, New Mexico. This early season snowfall dumps as much as 90cm at higher elevations whilst winds up to 75mph gusting 124mph are recorded in the region northeast of Albuquerque. 7 
1997 Northern Mexico is hit by a rare cold snap and snowstorm. In Guadalajara it snows for the first time since 1881 whilst in Chihuahua temperatures drop to -15C. 12 people die and the area is left paralyzed. 7 

Dec 14 
1987 Record snowfall in El Paso. Almost 57cms snow falls on the 13-14 December. Click here to see a photo of the snow! 

Dec 15 
1997 Freak snowstorms and bitterly cold weather hit northern Mexico, killing 12 people. In Guadlajara in snowed for the first time since 1881 and as much as 40cms snow fell whilst temperatures in Chihuahua state fell as low as -15C. 34 
1999 Cyclone John hit the sparsely populated northwest coast of Australia with winds gusting to 185mph. John was the strongest cyclone to hit Australia in over 100 years. 29 

Dec 16 
1897 807.8mm rain falls in 24 hours on the 15th and 16th at Nedunkem, Sri Lanka. 23 
1988 Some wierd weather in Fairbanks, Alaska. Freezing rain is reported but later in the day highs reach 5C, some 23.9C above normal for the time of year. 7 
2001 93.5mm rain falls in 24 hours in Little Rock, Arkansas, the wettest 24 hour period here since 18 August 1997. 

Dec 17 
1997 Typhoon Paka crossed Guam on the 16th-17th. 535mm rain fell at Tiyan before the rain measuring equipment failed 2 hours before the eye passed close by whilst unofficial sources at Andersen Air Force Base beleive winds gusted to 380kmh (236.7mph) during the storm. 7 

Dec 18 
Watch this space! 

Dec 19 
1924 The Riverside Ranger Station in Yellowstone Park, Wyoming records a low of -50.6C, the coldest December low on record in the USA. 7 
2001 Highest sea level pressure on record recorded; barometers in Tosontsengel, about 700km west of Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia recorded 1085.6mb. 

Dec 20 
Watch this space! 

Dec 21 
Watch this space! 

Dec 22 
Watch this space! 

Dec 23 
1924 A storm at Sydney, Australia produced winds up to 70mph which disrupted traffic. 23 

Dec 24 
1972 Queensland in Australia records one of its hottest day on record when highs at Birdsville reach 48.0C. 13 

Dec 25 
1836 The UK's heaviest Christmas snowstorm on record leaves drifts more than 7 metres high in some places and many are killed. 14 
1974 Cyclone Tracey destroys much of Darwin in the Northern Territory, Australia. 60 people are killed and winds peak at 217 km/h. 7 
1988 A winter snowstorm over Las Vegas produces a white Christmas here for the first time on record. 7 

Dec 26 
1924 It snowed in Baghdad, the first snow here since 1916. Snowfall was followed by a low of 8F. 23 
1927 The UK's worst Christmas blizzard in 100 years or so started on the 25th and ended on the 26th. Southern England was worst hit and snow drifted up to 4.5 metres in places. 7 
1947 A snowstorm over New York dumps 61cm snow on Central Park and 81cm in the New York City suburbs. This snowstorm is the worst on record at Central Park. 7 
1999 Temperatures at this time of the year are usually in the mid 20's Celsius in Phnom Penh and many other parts of Kampuchea, but on this day a temperature of just 16C was reported in Phnom Penh, the lowest temperature recorded here since 1934. 29 

Dec 27 
1998 Severe gales on the night of the 26th/27th over the UK. Worst affected was southern Scotland, northern England, Isle of Man and Northern Ireland. Winds gusted to 109mph at Malin Head (northwestern Eire), 106mph at Belmullet (northwestern Eire), 103mph at Prestwick, southwestern Scotland and 100mph at Capel Curig, north Wales. 

Dec 28 
1879 The Tay Bridge Disaster, caused by a waterspout and gales. This is the UK's deadliest waterspout; 74 were killed when 2 or 3 waterspouts hit a train crossing the River Tay in Scotland during a storm. 

Dec 29 
1894 A severe cold snap over Florida destroys fruit and damages trees. 7 
1964 Winds reach 209km/h during a severe non-tropical storm at Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, Australia. 7 

Dec 30 
1917 The coldest night on record in both Tennessee and West Virginia. Lows drop to -35.6C (Mountain City) and -38.3C (Lewisburg) respectively. 9 
1930 Vermont's coldest night on record; lows drop to -45.6C at Bloomfield. 9 
1968 Washington's coldest night on record; lows drop to --44.4C at both Mazama and Winthrop. 9 
1995 The UK's joint coldest night on record and the coldest December night on record; temperatures drop to a low of -27.2C at Altnaharra, Highland in Scotland. 
2003 Cold winds with temperatures of just 0.6 Celsius brought snow to Las Vegas. This snow deposited 4mm water equivalent of rainfall. The average December rainfall for Las Vegas is just 6.3mm. Snow accumulation is rare in Las Vegas. Flurries are observed once or twice during most winters, but snowfall of an inch or more occurs only once every four to five years. However, freezing temperatures do occur with some regularity. Based on the 1961-90 period of record, the average first occurrence of 32 degrees in the fall is November 25; the average last occurrence is February 28. 

Dec 31 
1882 A snowstorm over San Francisco dumps close to 10cm snow on the city. This is the second biggest snowstorm on record here. 19 
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