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A Brief History of Camp Ruston

During the early months of World War II, the United States Army anticipated success over Axis troops in
the European and North African campaigns. Recognizing the need for internment facilities, they began
planning construction of prisoner of war camps in the United States. Most of the camps were designated
as extensions of existing military bases, but in Louisiana, Camps Livingston and Polk were determined to
be too small. After scouting locations in several parishes, a new sight in north central Louisiana was
chosen for a new internment facility - Camp Ruston. The T.L. James Company of Ruston was awarded
the building contract. Construction began in September 1942 and was completed in time for the camp's
dedication on Christmas Day 1942.

Due to the delay in the expected influx of captured soldiers, Camp Ruston first functioned as Branch "A"
of the Women Army Corps Training Command from 23 March 1943 to 14 July 1943. On 14 August
1943 enlisted men from Erwin Rommel's elite Afrika Korps arrived to become Camp Ruston's first
internees. This flow of prisoners continued culminating in October in a peak population of 4,315 men (
including 181 officers), all of whom were Afrika Korps veterans. However, Camp Ruston's population
eventually included Italians, Russians, Hungarians, Poles, Czechs, Yugoslavs, Rumanians, Vichy French,
Austrians, Mongolians, and even an American national.

An interesting chapter in Camp Ruston's history opened in the late summer of 1944, when fifty - seven
captured crew members of the German submarine U - 505 arrived at the facility. Captured by the
Guadalcanal Task Force on 4 June 1944, the U - 505 was the first man - of - war captured on the high
seas by the U.S. Navy since 1815. Because of the discovery of secret naval codes and the technology ofa
new acoustic torpedo on board the submarine, the crew members were secretly shipped to Camp Ruston,
where they were held incommunicado.

After Japan's surrender in September 1945, Camp Ruston acted as a center for repatriation of prisoners
out of the United States. On 3 February 1946, the last prisoners left Camp Ruston, and the camp was
officially closed on 5 June 1946.

(This history was written by Louisiana Tech history students for a public symposium on Camp Ruston in
1995.)

~ 1997 The Camp Ruston Foundation, Inc.
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A BRIEF HISTORY

During the early months of World War II, the
United States Army anticipated success over Axis
troops in the European and North African
campaigns. Recognizing the need for internment
facilities, they beRan planning for the COn!\troction
ofprisoner ofwar camps in the United States. Most
of the camps were designated as extensions of
existing military bases, but in Louisiana, Camps
Livingston and Polk were determined to he too
small. After scouting locations in several parishes,
a site in north central Louisiana was chosen for a
new internment facility."Camp Ruston. The T. L.
James Company of Ruston was awarded the
building contract. Constructionbegan in September
1942 and was completed in time for the camp's
dedication on Christmas Day 1942.

Due to the delay in the expected influx of captured
soldiers, Camp Ruston first functioned as Branch
"A"of the Women Army COfJISTraining Command
from 23 March 1943 to 14 July 1943. On 14 August
1943 approximately 300 enlisted men from Erwin
Romme]"s elite Afrika Korps arrived to become
Camp Ruston's firllt interneell. This flow of
prisoner~ continued, culminating in October in a
peak population of 4, 315 men (including 181
officenl), all of whom were Afrika Korps veterans.
However, Camp Ruston's population eventually
included Italians, Russians, Hungarians, Poles,
Czechs, Yugoslavs, Rumanians, Vichy French,
Austrians, and even Mongolians.

An interesting chapter in Camp Ruston's history
opened in the Fall of 1944, when fifty.seven
captured crew members of the Gennan submanne
U-505arrived at the facility. Captured by the USB
Guudalcunal Task Force on 4 June 1944, the U.505
was the first man-of.war captured on the high seas
by the U. S. Navy since 1815. Because of the
discovery of naval codes and the technology of th('
new acoustic tOfJIedoon board the submarine, the
crew members were secretly shipped to Camp
Ruston, where they were held incommunicado.

After Japan's surrender in September 1945, Camp
Ruston acted as a center for the repatriation of
prisoners out of the United States. On 3 February
1946, the last prisoner left Camp Ruston, and the
camp was officiallyclosedon 6 June 1946.
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THE CAMPRUSTON FOUNDATION

The CAMPRUSTON .FOUNDATION,INC. was organized
in 1994, exduaively for the PUrpollllof researching the
history, and preserving and restoring the ••ite and
remaining buildings of CAMP RUSTON, a World War II
era prisoner of war camp. For alm06t three years, CAMP
RUSTON functioned as an internment in"tallation for
thouBands of German, Italian and numerous other
nationa],. who 'IK1rvedthe Axi" cause. In 1992, the
Temaining buildings and sight of CAMP RUSTON were
placed on the NATIONAL REGISTER of HISTORICAL
PLACES by the federal government. The purpose of the
CAMP RUSTON FOUNDATION is to guide the efforh of
interested persons in the collection of historically
significant information with the expressed goal of someday
creating a museum commemorating the significance of

CAMP RUSTON's
unique contribution
to the American war
effort. In 1995,
noted author and
expert on the POW
experience in
America, Dr. Arnold
Krammer noted that
"the Camp Ruston
lo'oundation has by
far done the best job
of preserving thi"
type of American
history. ~ The
foundation's

continued success will
depend on the support of persons interested in saving the
wonderful story of One small town'a compassion for irs
enemy during World War II.

THE FOUNDATIONNEEDS YOURASSISTANCE

In order to achieve the Foundation's goals. Wtl need your
help! Ifyou have any itema or pel"8Onal"tories about Camp
Ruaton we want to hear from you!

All donation" of artifactll and mementos are greatly
appre<:iatedand al"O:!houlllldin the archives at LOUISIANA
TECH UNIVERSITY.

Monetary donation" are welcomedand greatly needed to
8Ilsist the foundation in it.. efforta to collectand preserve
the history of Camp Ruston.

For further information on how to donate, please contact;

VinceSpione,Presidcnt
2101 Walnut Ave, Ruston, La. 71270

James Evans, Treasurer
612 Center St, Ruston, La. 71270
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Layout Map of Camp Ru"ton. 1942.1946 GordOI\William". Secretary
PO Boll;912, Rust()Q, La. 71273



Dankwarl Gral von Arnim, 19xx,. Ais Brandenburg noch die Mar;""hiess,
Erinnerungen, herausgegeben von Gaby Gralin vpn Arnim (im Siedler Verlag)

Excerpts from pages 262 and 279 concerning PoW Camp. Rusfon, Louisiana

Na~h cinigen 'A.'oo:hcnbm cin neuer Sdmb von An{inazis
in unser Lager, nun auch 01l1lierc. Darunler befand sieh cin
Polizeih;Juptmann Sauerhier. Fr war vor 1933 OlTizier der
Hreslaucr I'o!izci gewescn, dOlh als Mitglied {jer SI'D aus dell
Dienst cntfernt wordell. Lrsl illl Krieg hane er seine Arbeil
wieder aufnehmen kbnn..::n. Sauerbier waf cine seltsame und
mcnschlich liebcnswerte Mischung aus eincm Liberzeugten
Sozialdernokrllten und einem gcfcstigten Anhiinger der
gesel1schaftlichen Onlnung des Kaiserreichcs. Er hatte noch
vor dem ersten Wcltkrieg bei den "crslen Kiirassieren\< in
Breslau gedient, woauch mein Vater und GroBvatergestanden
hatten_ Ein kluger, gutiger und durch viekrlei Erfahrungen
weiser 1-1ann. Er erkallnte sngleich meine hilarre Situation,
und wir verhrachten viele Stunden in Gespriichen. Er war ein
begeisterter Anhiingcr des Pl1rlamenlarismus, ein Regrin:
gegen den uns 1m Geslhichhunterrieht der Schulc nur Hall
und Verachtung eingetrilhtert worden W<lren.Ich lernte sozu-
sagen die Well, wenigstens die jungere deuisehe Geschichte,
aus dem B1ickwinkcl cines uhcrzcllgkn SOlillldcmokrliten,
cincs Mitglieds des unten::n MiUclstand..::s kcnnen. Wir spr<l-
chen auch ubcr die Zukunli. Er meinte fest. d'lB Schlesien ver-
lorengehen wenJe. aber Brandenburg, Sperrenwalde dl1rin,
werde bleibcn. aueh unter den bisherigcn Strukturen, und wir
malten uns aus, dilB jeh ihm bei Sperrenwalde ein Sti.ickLM,U
schenken wollle. Er war ein bcgeisterter Landrreund und
Kleingiirtner, und immer wieder kamen wir in unseren
Gcspriichen auf dl1s Stuck Land, ml1chlen Lageskizzen, plan-
ten Hepflanzung mit Hlumen und Strauchern.

In unserem Lager war ein standigcs Kommen und Gehen.
Es war ein reines Durchgangslagcr, und wir waren darauf
gefaBt, bald in ein sogen'lnntes Stammlagervcrlcgl lU werden.
Anfang De7ember 1944wurde ich mit uem gaOlen Gepiick zur
Lagcrleilung gerufen und mil dorl schon versammellcn
Gefangenen aus andcren Lagern in einen bereitstehenden
lug mit gemutlichen PullnHlll-Wagen gelciteL Wir waren viel-
leiehl achtundvierzig Stunden unte,wegs durch den Osten,
den Sudosten und durch die Staaten, die mir aus der lekHire
von ;Gone with the wind( vertraut waren. Beim Anhalten auf
den Uahnhofen war unser Gefangcnensonderzugcine AUrak-
tion. die sich schnell herumsprach. 1m Nu waren wir von ciner
Mengejunger Farbiger umringl, die sich mit uns w unterhal-
ten suehten. Sic waren von bcsonderer Lebhaftigkeit unu zeig-

ten ihr freUlHbeh ••llJiches Interessc tiir uns aufjede Weise,
schcnkten uns ),canuicsI,. ma.:htcn Faxen, lanzten llns etwas
vor. wic mir (iberhaupt aullid, daB die Farhigen in der Darste1-
lung ihrer Cicliihlc vid Illehr als wir ihrcn g,lIllell Kiirller.
Arm..: und Beine wr inlerpreticrenden Uestik verwenden, Wir
saBen in den hrciten und geriiumigen Wagen, deren gepoJ-
sterte Silze man in jede gew(inschte Lage bringen konnte.
Unserc Bcw<leher waren hochst nachlassig. Niemand hegle
Fluchlgedanken.

iit am Abend Jail 'ten wir in Kuston im Staat LOllisianaan,
Nichls als cine Eisenb<lhnstatlOn, lin um crt eler vom
Lager entfernL Ruston, das fUr fast flinfzehn ~10natc meine
Ileimal werden sollie, lag in uer Nahe der Kleillstadt Shreve-
port, gUI hundcrtzwanlig Kilometer nordlieh von New Orle-
ans. nicht weil '10m MissbsiPlli. All cine Lmuschaft im enge-
ren Sinne kann iell mieh nkhl mchrerinneTll.F- c::::::- .

llnser Lager war ni~ht wie die andercn Ciefall£l'ncnlager 1Il
01TIliere und Mannschalien g..::lrennl, ahcr die Gefangenen
waren in der Obcrlahl 011izkrc. Das brachte cs mit sich, daB
geistige Ikrufe uhl.:rwogen, I.ehrl.:r. "rofessIJren 1I.nd.aktive
Ollilierc. Itdd tal sidl einl.' Inilialive :1lIf, um (hc III IIllS
schlurlllllerndcn Kriilie zu \Iecken llnu lU null.en. Unser
La eriiltester .••.ar ein Mdeoro!oge, Prol~ss()r Lellal!. der a Ie
nurmog u: ~n» c cremeil'l anspTi.n: . Ult ~o <1mcs III ein.er
d,ageruniver>;iliil". Ciclchrt \HlHkll" Spraeh';;'l, ~lalhlOmallk,
t'"lcteoruioglc Ph)'~i" und Lanuwirbchall - fllr let/leres war
ich als DIllent ausersehcn, denn ieh hau~ja ~L:honlwei Seme-
sier in Berlin studiert. Wie irnrner in sokhen FliIkn: Anfangs
war die Beleilif'un~ grol.\, bcgci~telt---

~- ~---- - 0 ••• Die Sehwi..::-
rif'keitcn begannen. als (icsL:hiehICgelchrt v,'urde und die ver-
schiedcncn, ,lusein,llllkrld,llli:nden Ansidllen unu ]Joliti-
schcn Tempemmcntc, bi.•her nodl unbcmcrkt. lul,lge traten_
Dufur hoten uns die Amcril.aner b~dd (iekgenhcil, uns in
Fernkursen an der Universiliit Ikrkcley in Calil(xnien einLu-
schreibcn, !eh beleg\(: anfangs J.andwirbdlal"t. .•piiler M..::uilin.

__L - - ~ _ Weihnachten sland vor der TuT. !eh
hatte auf dcr Fahrl einenjungcn "farrer aus Hreslau kenncnge-
lcrnt, Ileroid mil Namell, und ging mil ihm, der kein Englisch
konnle, Will Cum pound-ToT. Wir HeBen uns den Weg zum
amerikanischcn Lagcrplilrrer weisen. [ler Amipfarrer war ein
drahtiger, sclbstbewuBter, etwas finstcrcr Dane, Jacobsen
oder so iihnlich. dessen Eltern vor dem ersten Krieg n<lch
Amerika ausgewandert waren und dessen Haltung uns gcgen-
(iber nid1\ frei von einer sclmknfrohcn. deutschleindlichen
iiherheblichkeil war. Seine Aufgabe besldnd darin, unserem
kirchliehen Lehen illl Lager :tufdic Beille oder besscr auf die
HiigcJ zu hellen. Er leigte unseine kkine, halb verfallene Kir-
ehcnbaraeke, lOiniidlzendes Harmonium, cincn bruchigen,
hi\l/lOrncn Altar llnd eine winzigc Sakrislei. kh erhidt sogleieh
einen Sondcrau~\~eis. mil dcm ich iU allen Tageszeiten dus
Lager verlassen durl"le - im Diensl Jer Kirche. In allen niede-
ren Dienstleistungen des llroll.:stantischcn Gotlcsdicnstcs war
iehja durch meinejahrelangc Sehule hei Paslor Mullerbeslens
ge(ibt. Ein I'lan IUrdie Weihnachtsgot!esdiensle wurde aufge-
stell\. !eh probic mil Pfarrer Ileroid die sehlesisehe Liturgic,
uhte auf dem aiterssc:hwal.:hen IldTmoniulll. Von PI:lTTer
Jacohsen hckamen wir eincn etwas zu weiten Talar, Altardek-
ken und dn Krulifix. Wiillrt::IIUHerold seine I'redigten lernte,
machtc ieh mich daran, aus kleinen Leinenstiiekchen Biitf-
chcn zu niih..::n.Die kannte man ill Arnerika nieht; aber mir
kam ein !,lvangelischer PI:lrrcr ohnc die wci13cn Iliitrchen min-
tier gcweiht vor. Bald sldlle sich ein wilL:hsenues kirchliehes
lehen ein, und die Kirehcnb,lral"ke •••.ar immlOrplatz_end voll.
IJllter l1lciner ()rgdH.ihrung erscho/lell die alien Licd..::r,in vic-
len haTten Get:lIlgenenseelcn ErinnlOrungen weekend, die
Will NadHknkcn llihrten.

!eh war also Kirehenuiencr. K;llltor. Iblu slclltc sieh hemus,
daB unler den Gefangcllen, die an Zahl stiinuig zunahmen,
noeh andere PaslOrcn aus anderen \>Landeskirchen({ waren,
z.B. Pastor Seh. aus llamburg, ein strummer Reservehaupt-
mann mit dem scibstbewuUten und hoehlahrenden Au/helen
eines RcJigionslehrers vor seiner Konfirrnanuenklasse. Er war
der AltcslC, haue (woruber man sich bei seinem Auftrelen
nid11 zu wundern bmuehte und was noch kcinc Garantie Hir
die Kcinhcil des \Vortes bedculele) mit den Nazis Sch .••...ierig-
keilen gehabt und sich uaraufzum llet::rvt::rsdzen lassen. -~-



HeinzLetBu,1551BenSawyerBM:l,#6A
Mount Pleasant. SC, 29464-5510

Oct 31, 1999
Vince Spione

2101 Walnut Avenue

Ruston, Louisiana 71270

Dear Mr. Spione,

my son provided two printouts which intormed me about all what I
needed to know about your admirable personal interest in the history 01 Camp Ruston.

I started putting together copies 01documents which might be at interest to The Camp
Ruston Foundation, Inc. Four samples are inclosed.

A. Documents. (~FrOm Ruston, by order of Col. A.C. Kennedy (?) signed by

compound cammander 1st Lt.Watts. (~From the war diary at Regiment 155 (W), with the

entry about "Reg. Rat "H. L "missed on travel duty" by order of Oberst (Col) Wolf

(3) The certificate by the USA War Dept.. This was the signal lor start of my travel, by

Liberty Ship trom Boston to LeHavre, and back by rail to Frankfurt into civilian life.

Note: Just as a joke, I had put the insignia of my german army rank on the shoulders of my GI-

shirt. when I posed in 1945 for the camera at the commissary. The cap which I wore lor the

photo, made 1944 in France. had traveled with me to Ruston. When I said good bye to 1st Lt

Watts, I lett it on the desk in his office. J.
Bhranslation of my first letter written home atter arrival at Camp Ruston. I~ l XO.uX "/ Of"!"'"
C. Samples 01 rubberstampings by german and US censors. Above, the "Wehrmachl"

stamp staling thai my first PoW mail. August, 1944, from England, had been "opened" and r
examined. Below, front pages 01a german-Irench dictionary which I had bought at the 7, /"
commissary at Rusfon, LA. I met lsf Lt. E.T. Baillie again in Madison, WI, in 1959, where B. ",'1,"2: "7"?<
was a hydrologist wifh Ihe State of Wisconsin and I professor at the University. "'0 "-'(',

D. Two pages wifh my commentaries on statements in A. Krammer's 1979 book on ..!.z, ..,

"Nazi PaWs in America. ~

Well, this might suffice for now. If you should like my way of reporting I would be

willing to exlract some more tidbits about PoW life in camp Ruslon from my letters mailed to

my wife. More than two-thirds 01these never arrived.

Looking forward to hear Irom you,
cordially yours



THE CAMP RUSTON FOUNDATION INC.
A Non-Profit Corporation

November 10, 1999

Dear Mr. Lettau:
Thank you ,

What a great surp~
with you. As 1tokl: '
write this letter the '
State Commemora
we have collected

'(':-,:>P~ol
ing me t~wo , Camp Ruston.

was for me to ,have had the opportunity to find and also speak
..I have been worlJng on this project fur many years uow. As 1
',' .. ',' "',' -"',' -,.... .,' ~". " ....,.: ',:': ,", . :'_..... ,' ,,' -,
'siam legislature is working to make the site of the camp into a

. With the many artifacts. letters interviews and photos that
years we ..hat we hl.ve the n1akings of a fine museum.

~" , .ft "" 't
fuundatlon an mcts. letters,

photos and any pe Imemories On may have related at the camp.
Of course originals are a\wilys Preferm! bat a good digital cop , welcomed!
The information that yousentto me Is v.ry,valuable 10 os. I hope you will consider
making original siz<ccopies that wetan Use for display:' We have been rortunate in
receiving many gre'afdigil'" copies "f" ' ..as well as many originals. 1 hope that you
and your family wlll oonsider shar' , , item that yon feel would help tell the
great story ofeamP Ruston ~ii~~I""_:' ii;?~]'!l!

##0$v < 1
::':.":'::"_' ]

My hest wishes to you,'Thaiiks u aga , r m rmahon t t you sent. 1 have read it
with great interest and -~onwill ~ec~~~'~()~ur:website based on your comments.
In this way I hope to coDtinue to mOOifymy research and eventually tell the story of the
camp. Please know'tl",i'aIl information sen! WillsOon be added to our archives They will
be cataloged soon at LouisiarulTech University. The collection wlll be placed in your
name. Researchers will have full access to all that you chose to sh3fe with us.

\ . ,','. ~,',

"~',c, <.-"

:Mr.Heinz Lettau
1551 Ben Sawyer Blvd.
MOWltPleasant, S 294<;4-5510

Thanks again fur your time and information sent. Again I hope that you will
continue to keep in touch and share as much as you can with us.

42.'1'
2101 Walnut Avenue Ruston, Louisiana 71270 Telephone: 318-247-3+2'1 or 318-255-3441



The attached xerox copy shows text and address on the two sides of the one-

page form (reduced to 66% of original) provided evel)l week to PoW's in England as
well as in the U.S.A This was my first letter written after arrival in Ruston, LA.

Translation of text follows, with supplemental)l notes (italics).

Nov., 18,44, My dear Kate! Now we hav moved a good distance farther inland -- from

the Washington D.C. area --. The journey --by raif -- was long, from Monday evening

at 6 p.m., to Thursday noon. However, our car -- a day coach -- was several times

shifted to another train. Hence, there were a number of stops and waiting periods.

We-- Martin Kornrumpf and I - were in group of 43 other PoW's in the car with seats for

70 people. There seemed to be several detours. Early on Tuesday, we stopped for

more than several hours at Cincinnati, Ohio. From there, on a westerly course we

reached Sl. Louis in the evening. During the night, we travelled southwards and

arrived at Memphis, Tennessee, in the morning. There, we remained stationary

throughout the day on shunting yards. Because one of thePoW's became ill and was

transferred to an Army Hospital, we had missed the originally scheduled connection.

There had been C.rations carried in our car for the 45 PaWs enough tor the originally scheduled

duration of the journey. During the unscheduled stop-over day at Memphis, we were marched across
numerous tracks to a nearby restaurant. There we were seated at a long table and served a very
statistactory lunch. Of course, this restaurant was .on the wrong side of the tracks', For most of the
PoW's it was a first experience to be served by lady's of colour, who appeared to be kind and friendly.

Next morning saw us at Jackson, from where on a westerly course we crossed the

mighty Mississippi near Vicksburg into northern L<i1sianawere Ruston is located.

The censor has blackened three and a half lines. I cannot recall what' may have written. Left

standing is my reference to a workshop in our compound and what I had been able to produce.

The first result of my handicraft were three coat hangers which are already in use. A

chair, an armchair, and a table will be produced next. Then I will purchase a few

things. As PoW I receive 40.-$ per month, really more than 1 can use here. Now I am

at the end of the lined space provided for the text of my letter. Next week I shall

continue with my account of PoW l~e and hope that meanwhile I receive a letter from

home. With most hearty greetings to you, the boys and the parents your Heinz

My address is: Dr. Lettau, Heinz, Major- Reg.-Ral. -- 31 G - 14,602

PoW.- Camp. Ruston, La.

Box 20, General Postoffice, New York, N.Y., U.S.A.
This letter, adrresed to my wife Kate clo her parents, was delivered at Plauen i. V.

(russian occupied zone of Germany) in May, 1946, one year after the end of fighting

at all theaters of war, and months after Ihad returned and seen my famify in Plauen.
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Krammer, Arnold, 1979: Nazi Prisoners of War in America
New York, 338 pp
Statements on indicated pages of K. 's book, with commentaries based on my experience as spokesman
of the officers compound, PoW Camp, Ruston LA, March, 45 through August,1945

Krammer, p 48: Sample ot a 'lypicat PoW menu, May 1944":

B.: Corn flakes, Cake or Bread, Marmetade, Coftee. Milk, Sugar:L.: Polalo Satad,

Roasl Pork,Carrols, Ice Waler D.: Meatloat, Scrambled or Boiled Eggs, Coffee, Milk,

Bread

Ruston: The usual fare af Ruslon.was like Ihe above. Kitchen personal al the
Officer's Compound were non-commissioned PoW's. Meals were served in a

messhall for about 200 people. I never heard complaints about food by officer PaWs.

A corporal from Ihe kilchen once came to me 10 complain thai one of our officers had

demanded thai green salad should be plucked and not cut by knife. I had no Irouble to

seltle the argumenl between the Iwo "inmales". A highlight was Ihe thanksgivings

feast. The chef sent two man parading around our lables each holding a plale wtlh a

big nicely roasted whole turkey over his head. Weekly there was a "guided tour" for

PoW officers 10Ihe commissary, offering juices, cigarettes, soap, toilel articles,

newspapers, books, etc. The salesman, a Iruly merchant-minded friendly person was

delighted when the "rich people" from Ihe otticers compound came. lance boughl two

gold rings, paying with dollars in loken or coupon equivalenfs, I embedded Ihe rings

in an ashtray which I sculpfured oul of local clay. AMer its sun-hardening I ~nscribed it:

"Souvenir de Louisiana". This ruse lef me smuggle fhe rings home. I sold Ihem for

food on Ihe black markel in Frankfurt during my hunger year of 1946.

Krammer, p 166: US WarDeparlment 1944 sanctions "raised-arm satute"

ordered by Hitler tor he "Wehrmacht" afler the assassination aflempt. on July, 20.

Ruston: Everybody af our compound avoided Ihe "raised-sliff-arm salute".

Once a PoW lieutenant rushed into my barracks room and said Ihat Col. K. had just

verbally "smashed him up" for nol saluling the Camp Commander as he drove fhrough

the compound. He said, he had followed Wehrmachf regulafion prior fa Ihe ordering of

fhe "raised stiff-arm salule" . Betore, iI bare-headed, Ihe soldier saluled by sfanding

upnght al attenlion with "hands at the trouser's seams". Well, Col. K. amved a minule

later. lei me explain, and settled Ihe argument by advising fhe officer eilher to wear a

cap outside or, if bare-headed, 10raise the nghl arm wifh bent elbow. This was

tolerable fa all PaWs. (Mr .Spione: Whal you have in campruslon web-side about

Ihe political meanings of "slitt-arm" versus "bent-arm" saluting should be reversed).
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Krammer,p 176/177: Lnt. Dankward von Amim (taken PoW after the German

military occupalion command in Paris surrendered formally and peacetully to the

approaching US-torces) is quoted that during an "intelligence interrogation" he was

advised not to chose an "anti-Nazi" PoW camp.

Ruston: In winter and spring 1944/45. I became befriended with Lnf. von Amim

and an elder German Social Democrat who had been police superintendent in the

southeastermost big city of Breslau. As deeply religious persons fhey had joined the

Wehrmacht to escape otherwise unavoidable civilian Nazi organizations. Both had
served in Paris as legal liaison ofticers with the trench city adminisdtration. Von Amim

when interrogated as PoW, had teamed thaf there were camps only for either the

"raised stitt-arm saluting" type ot soldiers of the Rommel's Africa Corps or the "raised

closed -tist saluting" communists forced to serve in Northatrica. Amim had argued

that in France the US-Forces would capture Germans who wore un"orm to serve as

specialists in different civilian tie Ids. Well, this may have helped to classily Ruston
inofficially as "non-Nazi" rather than "anti-Nazi" camp. At least it helped me to wind up
in Ruston, Louisiana.

Krammer,p 191: Reterence to a leiter to the New York Times in April, 1943, by

H. Landsberg suggesting re-education at PoW's. Also: p. 219/220: Description at

the organization at the US Provost Marshall's "re-education camps".

Helmut Landsberg and I had become friends in 1929130 as students at Prof.

linke's Institut 01Geophysics and Meteorology at the University of Frankfurt / Main.

Helmut L. immigrated 1931 to USA and became a citizen. Before WWII he was
teaching meteorology at the University 01Chicago. At begin of the war he was

instrumenfal in establishing training schools for USAF weather office~~ DU~i~g August
through October, 1944, at the interrogation camp near Alexandria, ~, I was

informed that my stay there was unduly extended because a "VIP" wanted to see me,

and that they had orders to delay my transfer to a regular PoW camp until this "VIP"

could come to Washington, D.C. II turned out that the "VIP" was my friend Helmuf. The

camp provided civilian clothes. On a tine afternoon, a US Lt. drove with me to the

Cosmos Club, located in 1944 opposite the Blair House. Helmut awaited me at the

door, asked the lieutenant to pick me up at 9 p.m. Helmut dined with me "in style" . We

talked not only about old acquaintances, but moslly about the tuture 01science in

Germany after WWII. He advised me ot plans presenlly underway to establish re-

education camps lor PoWs in the US. Eleven months later, I aflended the second one

of these at Fort Gefly, R.I., after 9 months at Camp Ruston.
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~ ~. PRISONER OF WAR EDUCATION PROGRAM i1m
~ -$0 THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . ~
~ ~. WAR DEPARTMENT ~

~ ; Office of Ihe Provost Marshal General ~ rJ$$
~ -$0 Prisoner of War Camp t ~
~ ; Fort Getty. R.I. + ~
~-$o -$0
~ -$0 This CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT is awarded 10 -$0~~-$o -$o~
~ ~ . Heinz Lettau t ~
~ -$0 who has successfully compleled Ihe "oining course for Prisoners of •. 1m
t;;t{I. -$0 War conducted 01 Fori Gelly. Rhode Island and established for the -$0~
~ ~ education of selected citizens of Germany. ~ ~

~ ~ In wilness Ihereof. Ihe undersigned hoye hereunlo set their :t ~m~
iiJJ -$0 names this. 20 day at October. 1945. .••.
~-$o -$o~

~~~n! 1~1C}i:;:: :;: ~_..-e-\........r-\.....'---~L
ARCHER L. LERCH

~
1 :t Major General. USA '"
'" • .••. I.a. "L 'to-$0 \ iN.,),.,.:.J The .Proyosl Marshal General -$0

~ -$0 AI heus W. Smith -$0ij{} ~ Lieulenont Colonel, CMP (AUS) ~
~ -$0 Commandant -$0
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