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19 May 1980

Dear Dr. Lettau:

congratulations on your retirement: Dr. Wahl
has told me of it and I wanted to write a short note
in appreciation of your work on my Ph.D. committee.
I can remember your comments as being helpful,
educational, and constructive; aimed at giving me some
new perspective on the work to add to it, rather than
merely being a criticism of what and how I had done
and written. As such, not only that thesis, but also
my subsequent research ventures have benefitted from
that critique.

Also, I remember taking and T.A. ling your
courses. You always presented intriguing information
in a manner which provoked thought. I especially
remember you micro-meteorology course. I was thankful
for that solid background last summer when I suddenly
found myself leading a 3-day field trip to study the
micro-meteorology of a valley and pond area here In
the Pocono Mountains!

Thanks again for your fine comments and
instruction. Good luck and happiness in your
retirementl

Sincerely,
~

Dr. Bruce F. Berryman, Chmn.
Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences



NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON. DC 20550

DIVISION OF ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES
May 8, 1980

Professor Heinz Lettau
The Department of Meteorolo9Y
1225 W. Dayton Street
University of Wisconsin
Madison, WI 53706
Dear Professor Lettau:
Recently. I received an invitation to attend a banquet honoring your
retirement and that of Professor Schwerdtfeger on May 24. 1980. Unfortu-
nately, I shall not be able to attend the banquet, but the invitation did
prompt me to write you a note upon your retirement.
Actually. I did not know you were retiring until I got the invitation. Be
that as it may, I do want to wish you happiness and good health in the
future years. Your role in meteorology, especially in micrometeorology,
has been profound. I recall as a graduate student at the University of
Michigan how excited I was when the two volume set entitled Exploring the
Atmosphere1s First Mile was published. I recall only a short while ago
how impressed I was with the report entitled Exploring the World1s Driest
Climate and so it has been over the years - the works of Heinz Lettau have
been scientifically sound, tantalizing to the mind, and quite provocative.
We meteorologists have been fortunate to have you lead us in many exciting
research adventures.
Now the time has come not to cease that work. but. perhaps, to slow the
pace and choose much more carefully what to do and, even more importantly.
when you want to do it. We. here in the Atmospheric Sciences Division of
the National Science Foundation, send you our very best wishes for the
future. May the years ahead be many and fulfilling to you and your wife.

Sincerely yours,

~j4
.~gene ~BierlY

Director







DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINE:I!!:R TOPOGRAPHIC LABORATORIES

FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22080

30 April 1980

Dear Dr. Wahl,

I presume that when the male member of a meteorological family retires that
this also includes his better half. as it has always appeared to me that
the two Lettaus were always as close as a dry bulb thermometer and a wet
bulb thermometer on a sling psychrometer. But I was never able to ascertain
which one was the dry bulb! Over 35 years aRo Dr. Lettau was a P.O.W. in
my country. I was a P.O.W. in his country. but there is no one whom I
respect more than Dr. Lettau and it is a great pleasure to be able to
write him a letter of appreciation and to send both the Lettaus best wishes.

WPen I carneback from two years in the Antarctic. 1957-58. with hundreds
of rolls of L&N strip charts with countless little dots supposedly
representing valid temperatures on two lO-meter micromet towers at Little
America V and at the South Pole, the late Dr. Harry Wexler had a letter
awaiting my return with the message to go to Madison to study and work
under Dr. Lettau. There were already tOO many penguins at Madison with
all of Woollard's geophysicists on campus. and I thought it might he nice
to renew acquaintances with my Massachusetts based family. But I did go
to Madison to show Dr. Lettau some of our data and we entered into a
relationship which was to prove not only most beneficial to me, but also
to the military and to our national government. I like to feel that his
directed analysis of the South Pole micrometeorological data was and is
the premier work of its kind for an extreme cold-dry environment. The
late Dr. Herfried Hoinkes. speaking at the National Academy of Sciences
lOath Anniversary Symposium at UCLA on Results of the IGY in August 1963
said "the thorough analysis of the data may be said to be the most
remarkable contribution to glacial micrometeorology during the IGY-IGYC."

Several years later Dr. Lettau assisted us again in the planning and
establishment of a micrometeorological program in a vastly different
environment. the tropical, dry. evergreen forest of Southeast Asia. The
site was on the northeast edge of the so-called Khorat Plateau 1n Thailand,
and we had the pleasure this time of having both the Lettaus with us in
the bush. Our program had matured, we now had two towers, they were 46

.meters high, one was in a clearing, one was in the forest, and the data
spilled out onto reels and reels of magnetic tapes.



But this was not the end of our association with Dr. Lettau, as we
established a micrometeorological program at Plateau in the most remote
highlands of East Antarctica. This high elevation, high latitude site has
the lowest mean annual temperature of any place in the world. and a 3D-meter
tower wa~ again instrumented with micrometeoro1ogical sensors. The program
ran for two consecutive years. 1967 and 1968. and it was most successful
due in large part to the participation of Dr. Lettau in an advisory
capacity. This tower still stands above the snow surface in East Antarctica.
and it probably represents one of the largest Lettau erections.

There have been many other bonuses associated with working with Dr. Lettau.
We have been most fortunate in having many of his students workin~ for us
on the micrometeorological programs. Tom Frostman. Joe Zabransky. and
Marty Sponholz all went into the field to run meteorological programs for
us; Walt Dabberdt and Allen Riordan worked for us in the laboratory as did
the above three. But over and above the great contributions that Dr. Lettau
has made to the Army. they all pale in significance to the pleasure. the
honor. the privilege of knowing both of the Lettaus on a personal basis.
They are two of the nicest persons that I have ever met. and they both
deserve a long and enjoyable retirement. Please convey this letter to them
on Retirement Day with all our best wishes.

Sincerely.

~e:~Le
PAUL DALRYMPLE

2
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Board of Regents of
The University of Wisconsin System

July 2, 1980

Professor Heinz H. Lettau
Department of Meteorology
OW-Madison
1307 Meteorology and Space Science
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Dear Professor Lettau:

On behalf of the Board of Regents, I am writing to express our most
sincere gratitude for your 22 1/2 years of dedicated service to the
University System and the citizens of this state.

As you are granted emeritus status, it is particularly appropriate to
recognize your many accomplishments in the field of Meteorology. We all
are justly proud of the University of Wisconsin System's national
reputation for excellence. This stature has been attained through the
achievements of a distinguished faculty, and your special contributions
to those efforts are deeply appreciated.

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Board, to
commend you for your commitment to the education of Wisconsin's young
people and to extend to you our best wishes for happiness and fulfill-
ment in the years ahead.

~w~
Herbert J. Grover
President

HJG:JAT



Department of
Atmospheric Sciences

Dear Heinz:

O[e~on
UstiIte .

n1Verslty Corvallis, Oregon 97331 l!mj rM.m7

~~IY2, 1980

Larry 510tta just informed me that you are retiring soon, and that
your many frienos and associates plan to mark the occasion in a suitable
manner.

I recalled with Larry my visit in the winter of 1935-36 to the Geo-
physical Institute in Leipzig as the guest of Dr. Woidmann and how you
and I met there. I also told him how you had reminded me of that earlier
meeting when we first met here in the U.S.A., when you were with the AFCRC
and I was at Round Hill. Another recollection of that Leipzig visit was
Dr. Weickmann's introduction to me of "Danzig golden water." It must be
more expensive nowl

The whole field of the atmospheric sciences is greatly indebted to
you for your many contributions. I am also personally indebted to you
for your helpfulness in a number of ways, and on more occasions than you
probably realize. Please accept my thanks.

Here's to many enjoyable years ahead
we will meet again in one of those years.

for you and your family.
1 hope so.

Yours sincerely,

~
F..Wt>nde11 Hewson
Professor

Perhaps
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WISCONSIN STATE SENATE
235 SOUTH, STATE CAPITOL

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53702
(608) 266.1627

FRED A. RISSER
PRESIDENT 009 eo/mOREJ

June 4, 1980

Professor Heinz H. Lettau
122 Bascom Place
Madison, WI 53705

Dear Heinz;

Congratulations on receiving emeritus status at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison!

I noticed the enclosed news clipping in the Wisconsin State Journal
recently and thought you might like an extra copy.

Please feel free to contact me at any time on legislative matters
of concern to you.

Most sincerely,

FAR:jr

~ RISSER
Se,nator

This i. HlO% Recylced Paper,ItlJI

WISCONSIN STATEJOURNAL,' TUESDAY JUNE 3, 1980, ------e-"'-----"-- - - _ ,"" .,', ," ~'.,~,---_
...,Thirty-~ven racuUy\memberSwith Heinz If. Lettau. meteorology; Hi]. Chester. II. Ruedisili•.1 aSSOCJllU~

lolal service of nearly 1,130years at mar 1",'Luckhardt, music; Vilas W.dean ementus and protessor emerl.
the University of Wisconsin.Madison Matthias, University Experimentallu:>. Colle~eof Letter~ and Science ad.
wi!: receive emeritus status, farms; Frederic E, Mohs, MedicalmmlstratlOr;t;Carl.O, Rydberg, meat

The group includes: "School; J, Duain' Moore, 'director and animal science: AntonioSanchez.
Gordon C, Abrams, general Ii. emeritus, University Experimental Barbudo; I,SpanIsh!and "Portuguese;

brary; Betlina .Bjorksten, music; Eu.' t'arros, and professor emeritus, plant F.dwardJ, Schanlz"tood microbiology
gene P, Boardman. history: Lee W. pathology; Theodore Morgan, eco..and t~xicology;,Dorothy_Sch~ltz,gen.
Crandall, civil and environmental en. nomies; Jo::dwardF, Obert, mechan!. erallibrary. " 'I; ';; ••1, "Ii' """'.
gineerlng; Jonathan W. Curvin, com.' cal engineering. . Wemer"Schwerd~feger, meteorol.
municaUon arts, theater and drama; Millon O. Pella, education; Edwir og.y~~.C. Scott, theater and dr~ma;
George II. Dury. geography" geology' B. '\ Petersen, business' Glenn S William H, Sewell, sociology; 'James

~and geophysics.'" . _ \ Po'und,i ,dean emeritus,' College;.0 R. VilJ~mon~e.civil and environJ}1en.
Frances II. Grimstad,. Medical Agriculluraf, and Ute Sciences, anc tal engme~nng; WolfgangR, ~asow,

School; Robert H. Grummer. meat professor emeritus. plant pathology mat~ematics; ,and,J".Crove WOlf,
and ;animal science. Aaro~,)hd~. Ar1:hur H., \ RObinson,.• geography phYSICaleducati~'!-and dance. \£1' -1
chemlStry and history of~cience; Wal. GeorRe.8. R2dman,Y;nglish. ~"ler Ii."Jaeschke, Medical School; - -,c~_= ~ _
Emma M'i,J~Fdre, family'resources ,
and c!Jn.~.,:,m~Isciences; Donald W. '
Kerst, phy~ics; Margaret A,',KO\ili.
physical ti;erapy; Joseph J. 'Lalich,
MedicalSchool.

Enclosur,



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

CHANCELLOR
Ba5com Hall. 500 lincoln Ori~c
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
608-262.9946

flay 16, 1980

Professor Heinz H. Lettau
1307 Meteorology & Space Science
Campus
Dear Professor Lettau:

The Department of Meteorology and Dean E. David Cronon have re-
commended that your contributions to the University of Wisconsin-Madison
be recognized by conferral of emeritus status upon your retirement. I
am glad to concur in that recommendation, and glad to have the occasion
to acknowledge your contributions as an excellent teacher and distinguished
researcher.

The many national and international honors and awards you have
received are genuine tributes not only to you but also to this University,
whose cause you have so richly served.

I JOln your friends in the Department and throughout the University
in the hope that your retirement years will be enjoyable and satisfying.

S;;:;lj;~
Ir'ling Shain
Chancellor

IS:sm



Northern illinois University a
DeKalb, illinois 60115

Department of Geography
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Davis Hall
815 753 0631

M&y 1, 1980

Dear ProfeSBor Lettau,

Youcan certainly retire with a veIl-a.served senSe of
accomplishment. Not only have you contributed a great deal
to meteorological understanding, particularly in turbulence
studies, but you have provided other Doctor. Lettau to carry
on the tine vorl. It bas been a pleasure to k.novyou, lOlJr
wite and children.

Thanli.stor serving on m;rPhDcommittee. I'm very grateful
tha t my dear Pro!'eS8or SChwerdtfeger helped me past the scrutiny
of you, and Professors Wahl and Houghton. The atmospheric
boundary layer \018.8 not my favorite subject, but I did become
convinced of ita importance. While I attended NYU. Ben
Dav1d80n'WasonG of m,..teachers and then to encounter you at
Wisconsin certainly helped me in "Exploring the Atmosphere'.
Firs t Mile."

All Wisconsin Meteorology graduates li.no\l about the bushel-
basket experiment, later came the christmas trees. I suppose
those illustrate that good work.doesnl t necessarily have to
involve a lot ot monel". Carrying that a step tarther and
being careful to point at m-r ow vorl, I'll state that some
o! it is good, tor noth1I1g. That sentence shows the need for
good punctuation, and what do you put atter the \lord retirement?
A pause, semi-eolon or exclamation point. One thing is certain,
you can target about grants and reports, but do as you l1k.e.
What are your plans?

Anyway, thanl..s again.

Sincerely ,ours,

Allen staver

Northern IIlinolll UnMlf5ity ia an EQUIlI Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MAOISON

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

Prof. Heinz H. Lettau
122 B,scom Place
Madison, Wis. 53705
Dear Prof. Lettau:

139 Birge Hall
430 Lincoln Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
Telephone: 608/262-1057

May 23. 1980

Of course we know that the inevitable occurs and people
retire. Even when we think that they are going strong andshould be around forever. They are a part of our lives.Now it seems that your turn has come and that we are going to
miss your presence and help.

Olive and I appreciate so much the help you have been inguiding the career of our son Dennis. And we join, we are sure,
many others in wishing you a long and enjoyable time in your
retirement.

Most sincerely,
~ 0-& CQQ~ -(FlJ\.<.o.So...,

John and Olive Thomson





Board of Regents of
The University of Wisconsin System
OfFICE OF THE SECRETARY
1866 Van Hise Hall/1220 linden Drive I Madison, Wisconsin 53706/608/262.2324

June 9. 1980

Professor Heinz H. Lettau
Department of Meteorology
lJI,l-Madison
1307 Meteorology and Space Science
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Dear Professor Lettau:

At its meeting on Friday, June 6. 1980. the Board of Regents was
presented with the names of those members of the System faculty
and staff who had been granted emeritus status by the President
and the Chancellors, effective July I, 1980. The Board formally
adopted the following resolution of appreciation for your service
and requested that it be transmitted to you:

That. for their many years of dedicated service to
higher education in the state of Wisconsin, the Board
of Regents expresses its deepest gratitude to the
members of the faculty and staff who have been granted
emeritus status by the President and the Chancellors.
Further, the Board of Regents extends to emeritus
faculty and staff its best wishes for many productive
years ahead.

Sincerely,

W1nter;~
Secretary

RWW: sern
cc: Each Regent

President 0 'Neil
Chancellor Shain

Univ~r.iti",,: Eau Clair~, Gr~~n Bay, LaCrOlle, MadilOn, Milwaukee, OlhkOlh, Parklide, Platteville, River Falll, Stnen. Point, Stout, Superior, Whitewater.
University C~nt~n: Baraboo/Sauk County, Barron County, Fond du lac, FOll Valley, Manitowoc County, MMathon County, MarinellI' County,
Marlhfield[Wood County, Medford, Richland, ROCk County, Sheboygan County, Walhington County, Waukelha County. btenlion: Statewide.
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NUH'L'll VAllOLINA
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success I am enjo)'tng nOll Is directly Ittrlbutable to the student contact I had~-1{4V"Vl"'" ,~" ,..olIrnent01 !',lte "
with you and )'ollr stiff. Your aCldtailc Ind research PrQgrl~ ~lped me understar 7}~/'h' ot C.•••••[ngInMrtng\~U~"~'~'~'~"~"::.;Y
fluId lIlt'Chlnics II I disclpHn. but Ilso the re"ards of applications involving ,<.•.1'1't••••o1'
crQufield or interdhclpl1nll')' problems. 91'O~'_. - _.- _ .._-_., -

, !l"'1I hpt tU.ek e' !l'0lIIt 4tu.dtJI.U' p"'eNIWIC.t ell ucli- tll10l
QlIUUcll. 11M lhVl gl1l1t U4 tht oppo!l1.ullUf/ to tLUe ••u fACh tltl1M Uo !l'0llil.
oUtet. T l1pp\«-iAttd too !l'0<l.\l<li.tt.UtglltU to 11U0MI4tu.d0u\'u Oil thUil 0"""
jw.t W\.til lhtf/ IIU.dtd 4upV!...u.t.oll.

Dw:ing prep.r.tion. lor •• nd the n.ld pIla', 01. the ClAllPAtlantio"
TTopi".I I:l<perl-ent (1974). I had lrlo<j•••nt oc"•• ion to "" •.110 <>1o•• Iy UNlTfD STAUS DfPAATMfNTD' CDMMfACII
••Hh the adentitl" nAft of •• venl loYiet r •••.••.<:hv•••• le •• nd .ap"~ NUlon.1 De•• nle .nlf Atmupherle Admlnluruion
"l.Uy the IoCADDIICIAIIJ(l)ROt.OV."y .bu.l1n•••• vhit. COthe.a .hip. """"_, •••••.••••••2OlI~ ~ ••~
•••.••I<! tor _, I .1>o"ld "Y. the r"pe<:t d•••• "oU •• .,u., a "o-pe.•.ticl~ ( _v.. \
P6'1t ln • I'''g. unde"Uki"9 01 vel ••• and puhap. hl.tori" Ii.,nitloanc.. • r;n .
Thh atet. 01 .Ud •.• "ontin,,1Id ••ithl1ut any _rk.d chlll9' until. on. \ CIJ)
4&y in a ""Ull COnv.n,uon, I r_rkl<! th.t !'rol ••• or Lette" had been _ ••
"y _jor prote •• or at qnd"'te a<:hool. .XQ!l~ Prct •• aor ~ !.!
~ _jOt prole •• or? the capuin'. ,,&bin "I>oru.ed. The tm-M .1Ob-
•.,qu'nt convu"Uon conveyl<! the thoull"ht that I •••n be """'"9 thl •••• t
lortunate of .tu<l.nta. (I 'quad,l CI•• rlr. 1n thair '1"'. "y .to<:k
had rocknlod. -

0••.•••••.:.;;.-, 'o~-"-.-,,-.-.-.-,-"-,---n,.P~;dltl.Oiljirovld.<t an OPlK>rtunTt';tO'"'couiaet"• .in1'1u.-"•• t' of" .1ero-
\I••••••••••r>'•••••.,_.S<; •••• IIo"~••• _t.oroloI1cal due ••ht"h provid.d the _Utiel tor rt !'h.D. thaal" ••hleh I hid

Il1J ~,., !lo,'''' s,.... b.en lVotd10' lor .0 •• U_. On. 01 the _ri •• 01 thlt proe•• a •••• to hind YOll
'I••.•••••, a••,,",,,. 1J100 ••••••• tuhl ••hL"h you wo"U raid very ••all. Than you ••ould run aorou .0 ••

l.poalibh atU_llt - •• y "Wh_" and t"rn .round 1n rour oha1r and •• k "Hotl e'n
you •• y thhT" Tha oth.r it ••• I ••111 nevu tor •• e •••• y .Lxlnl up 01 than and
tha ••• and your patiant uphioln. ot the tel.tion.hip. bu ••••n Daacon n_b.n Ind
Uehard.on ••_b.n.

1 •••••• n fondly tha fiald work ••• did on Lib Kendot. under YOUt
.upnvhi"n. W. dndop.d the labontory 1•• th. "otUI', Ind the tOlln 1a
the 11k. w1ch for •• d the b••• for thl 'bu.hd_buket Ind Chrht •• e tn'
upariMnu. the Ie •• "inl 1 11i".d then under you .nd Chuck Stalln. h••
••• v.d __ 11. 1 cont1n". to b•• cth. in fidd work II the d1nctor of
the IIl.h rldnl bpnl. •• nt (RUllI) for the WaUt and p•••••r beourc ••
sa •.••1c. (for_rly Bu••• u of hch_Hoo). In the lu_r of 1981 I ••Hl
be • field ,,0-41•• ctor for the Cooperativ. Conv.etiv. rredplutl.on
bp.n1_nt (ccon) to be enriad out by ~y ••• ney. HCAlI,.nd oth.... My
.blUty to •• rn 1" th ••• rol •• h, to. eo".ld ••• ble ••.t.nt, b••• d on
., nparhnc" •• your .tlld."t It L.ke Mendot••
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, I hid the load lortllna to ba inttoduced by .ueh •••• bar 01
the hClllty. YOllrult. to the "llY >fOnd••• &••d challl".11 01 "phyde&l"
•• t.otolo.y. the prlvU'I' of •• veral yura 01 your utute and killdly
luld.nca follo-d. SlM', lt h•• al"ay. bun. _tu.r of pride for •• to
b•• bl. to IIY "Kailll lAtt.u _r •• inn Doktotvatn". lut 1t ie .1.0 only
- II • htulty ••••• r of .".. y•• n' npnien". that I r"lly und.rat.nd
the val ••• of the "L.ttl" .ppro.ch": 111te.eh1nl. the b"llty of e1l1plicity
10 or•• niU11ol1 .nd pn"ntetlOIl; and 1n r•••• reh. tho b.n.Uu "t .ubtly
.u14inl '11 1nd.p.nd"'t .llort.

".)I1'y

UNIVERStTY
NEW SOUTH

OF NEWCASTLE
WALES, 23D8

DC••• to •••• ' Do .1 •••••••_ ~

(1.1,.. -J"t!'" IJ-'€b,I J.C.TlIJ'n.... ~.

TH E
11•• 01'1•• of lI.d1l0D ••.• with •• olten. It '1'''' tor •• aU •• 01 r10b
"'parhnu 'lld. our.ll. 01 h.ppln •••. Dl CO\l1''', in the •• .arh ••
tll.r. 11 • I ••••• Ioro •• teo •.ol0rlo.l .l •• ent I ,..,na.t otb ••.••
Chrl.t ••.• tr ••• , buaheU b•• kete Ind I p1nk Jill' On the 10•• nd
.n in.t •.••••ntod conc•.• t. 'l.b '\I1'ro\lndld b7 'lI ••• r palt"r •• nd
"orn. I'll ala'7' oount it • ara.t priv11era to h.". b••••••• oct.ted
.lth TOUand Chllck 1n tho •• pione'''illa dar. of the .ar17 196D'••

---Isee.to recllrih.fYou'rrilfi1ilJi]Tfe, durlng the flrstyrn=-r spent It
U.W•• was closer to In adopted .Plpa. than thlt of I tucher or scientist: After GEOMET TECHNOLOGIES,INC.
buntlHng lround for nlne lIIOntlll, trylng to deYilop I fteld researcll prollrllll. I
bet."" Ylr)' fl'\lstrlted. I WISIbout to throw tn til, tow,1 when)'11\1Sit 1Mdown I II"kSTFtUllIl».D• CmUtI.lIlJIC,WD_
.1Id winl)' painted out thlt restlrcl! don !WItIlwl)'1 Min obtllning ortglnll dltl: _
After th.t. tt was on to like H,fner Ind the .CMcken Coop.: Your encouflqHll!nt - t;:,
and undentandlng Wlrt neYlr IIlOrtIppreciated. Dr. Lettau, Jr

'"hl;:, lOIIe Ylry special NlIlOr!n of th, •••lIow enntngs of .G~tl1Chk.lt. ,)0 eph hbr.ns"'~' '
thlt yow Ind Kite hOlt.d for ws 1n your hQlnltjyow u., hath 'oIInIIand llrlcll1lll
friend,. It Is, Iho. I Joy to let thl prDhsslonll pertnllr,htp Ind p'tlonll
clJqIlntomhtp thlt yOIlboth Ihart Ind .nJoy 10 weh tll!/llll.r!


