ICE STORMS -- 

From the History Files obtained for AMS

· 19 NOVEMBER 1921...The Columbia Gorge ice storm finally came to an end.  In Oregon, 54 inches of snow, sleet and glaze blocked the Columbia River Highway at the Dalles.  Apart from traffic on the river itself, all transportation between Walla Walla, WA and Portland, OR came to a halt.  Nine trains were stopped as railroads were blocked for several days.  (David Ludlum)

· 2 DECEMBER 1896...An early season snow and ice storm struck the southeastern U.S.  It produced 11 inches of snow at Charlotte, NC, and six inches at Atlanta, GA.  (David Ludlum)

· 10 DECEMBER1699...A severe ice storm hit Boston, MA causing much damage to orchards.  (The Weather Channel)

· 17 DECEMBER 1924...A severe ice storm struck central Illinois.  It coated the ground with nearly two inches of glaze at Springfield.  The storm caused 21 million dollars damage along with much hardship.  Ice was on the trees until the 4th of January, and electricity was not restored until January 10th.  (David Ludlum)

· 17 DECEMBER 1929...An ice storm in western New York State resulted in much damage and hardship.  A Buffalo report stated, "one was kept awake by the breaking limbs, which snapped off with a report much louder than a rifle shot." (17th-18th) (The Weather Channel)

· 22 DECEMBER 1988...An ice storm paralyzed parts of Upper Michigan during the day.  The freezing rain left roads around Marquette, MI blocked by cars and semi-trucks.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· 31 DECEMBER 1962...A disastrous ice storm was over Georgia and South Carolina.  It ravaged the two states for days causing more than seven million dollars damage.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· 3 JANUARY 1961...A three day long ice storm was in progress over northern Idaho which produced an accumulation of ice eight inches thick, a U.S. record.  Heavy fog, which blanketed much of northern Idaho from Grangeville to the Canadian border, deposited the ice on power and phone lines causing widespread power outages.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· 8 JANUARY 1953...A severe ice storm in the northeastern U.S. produced up to four inches of ice in Pennsylvania, and two to three inches in southeastern New York State.  In southern New England the ice coated a layer of snow up to 20 inches deep.  The storm resulted in 31 deaths and 2.5 million dollars damage.  (David Ludlum)

· 8 JANUARY 1973...A severe ice storm struck Atlanta, GA.  The storm paralyzed the city closing schools and businesses, and damage from the storm was estimated at 25 million dollars.  One to four inches of ice coated northern Georgia leaving 300,000 persons without electricity for up to a week.  Between 7 PM and 9 PM on the 7th, 2.27 inches (liquid content) of freezing rain, sleet and snow coated Atlanta, as the temperature hovered at 32 degrees.  (7th-8th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· 1 FEBRUARY 1951...The greatest ice storm of record in the U.S. produced glaze up to four inches thick from Texas to Pennsylvania causing twenty-five deaths, 500 serious injuries, and 100 million dollars damage.  Tennessee was hardest hit by the storm.  Communications and utilities were interrupted for a week to ten days.  (David Ludlum))

· 10 FEBRUARY 1994 -A severe ice storm occurred over portions of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  Heavy rainfall of over 5 inches in some sections resulted in one of the worst icing in many years for this region.  Ice accumulation reached 6 inches in Mississippi, resulting in damage to 3.7 million acres of commercial forest land valued at an estimated $1.3 billion.  Over 80,000 utility poles were pulled down by the weight of the ice.  Some residents of Mississippi were without power for up to a month.  Damage and cleanup costs exceeded $50 million in Arkansas. (Weather Notebook)

· 16 FEBRUARY 1987 -A massive ice storm struck Kentucky, Virginia, and the Carolinas.  In some areas, ice accumulations reached 3 inches.  Across south central Kentucky, 16,000 people were without power for 3 days, making this the worst ice storm in 35 years for the area.  In North Carolina, 5 inches of sleet fell at Raleigh and up to 8 inches was reported in Person and Granville counties.  Roadways were made impassable due to the thick coating of ice. (Weather Notebook) (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· 7 MARCH 1990...A major ice storm left much of Iowa under a thick coat of ice.  It was the worst ice storm in at least twenty-five years for Iowa, perhaps the worst of the century.  Up to two inches of ice coated much of western and central Iowa, with three inches reported in Crawford County and Carroll County.  As much as five inches of ice was reported on some electrical lines.  The ice downed 78 towers in a 17-mile stretch of a high voltage feeder near Boone costing three electric utilities fifteen million dollars.  Damage to trees was incredible, and clean-up costs alone ran into the millions.  Total damage from the storm was more than fifty million dollars. (Storm Data)

· 12 MARCH 1954...A blizzard raged from eastern Wyoming into the Black Hills of western South Dakota, while a severe ice storm was in progress from northeastern Nebraska to central Iowa.  The ice storm isolated 153 towns in Iowa.  Dust from the Great Plains caused brown snow, and hail and muddy rain over parts of Wisconsin and Michigan. (11th-13th) (The Weather Channel)

· 19 MARCH 1984 - A major winter storm produced blizzard conditions in northwestern Kansas and southern Nebraska.  This storm, which began affecting the region on the 18th, dumped 10 to 20 inches of snow over the above mentioned areas.  A severe ice storm occurred in northeastern Kansas with 1 inch ice accumulations common.  The 1400 foot radio tower for KLDH-TV near Topeka buckled and then collapsed from the weight of a 3 inch coating of ice.  This ice storm ranks as one of the worst ever to hit Kansas. (Weather Notebook)

· 26 MARCH 1971...Parts of northern and central Georgia experienced their worst snow and ice storm since 1935.  Two day power outages ruined two million eggs at poultry hatches.  Two persons were killed when a tree landed on their car. (25th-26th) (The Weather Channel)

