MARCH HISTORIC WEATHER EVENTS

From records of Aviation Weather Center, Kansas City 

(http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/wxfact/march.html) and Intellicast 14 March 1997.

From the Weather Doctor http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/almanac/diarymar.htm

Significant Weather Events

Canada

2 March 1947, Ottawa, Ontario: 73 cm (28.7 inches) of snow covers the Ottawa region. 

4 March 1971, Montreal, Quebec: 47 cm (18.5 inches) of snow covers Montreal. Snowfall drifts to great heights under storm winds of 110 km/h (70 mph) buffet city. Electric power out for two to seven days.

5 March 1910, Rogers Pass, British Columbia: An avalanche rushes down the slopes near Rogers Pass striking a passing train and hurtling it 500 metres (1670 ft) into Bear Creek below. Sixty-two train men and labourers perish. 

7 March 1999, Moncton, New Brunswick: Canada's snowiest major city sets a new record for a one-day snowfall of 116 cm (45.7 inches), but prior to that date the winter's total had been a meager (for the city) 117 cm (46 inches)of snow.

9 March 1997, Victoria, British Columbia: High winds reaching 67 km/h (40 mph) lash south Vancouver Island. Trees toppled and 15,000 without power.

5-10 March 1916, Morden, Manitoba: 121.9 cm (48 inches) of snow bury town over five-day period.

16-21 March 1885, Pointe-des-Monts, Quebec: Great snowfall: 248.9 cm (98 inches).

17 March 1878, Halifax, Nova Scotia: Late-winter thunderstorm strikes with thunder that booms like cannon fire. Lightning bolt enters home, hurling young woman sitting at the family piano across the room.

17 March 1998, Calgary, Alberta: The city experiences its worst March snowstorm in 113 years, measuring 32 cm (13 inches) of snow at the airport and from 40 to 45 cm (15-18 inches) in other parts of the city.

19 March 1964, Cape Whittle, Quebec: 99 cm (39 inches) of snow fall for Quebec's greatest one-day snow total.

21 March 1876, Montreal, Quebec: More than a metre (40 inches) of snow stops traffic in Montreal. Trains are delayed, and mail carriers resort to snowshoes.

25 March 1961, Prince Edward Island: The fifth major snowstorm of the month prompts the provincial government to declare a state of emergency. Snow drifts of 10-metres (33 ft) or more reach overhead power lines.

26 March 1997, Fraser Canyon, British Columbia: Mudslide wipes out 50 m (164 ft) of CN rails causing an eastbound freight train to plunge from the tracks. Two crewmen die and fears of chemical spill abound.

29-31 March 1848, Niagara Falls, Ontario: Ice dam on Lake Erie near Buffalo, New York stops flow of water over Niagara Falls for 30 hours. 

United States

1 March 1910, Stevens Pass, Washington: Deadliest avalanche in U.S. history thunders down the mountains near Wellington Station. Snow sweeps three large locomotive train engines and some passenger cars off the tracks and into canyon burying them under tons of snow. Avalanche claims the lives of more than 100 people.

1-3 March 1983, California Coast: The last in a succession of storms to strike the California coast ends. Waves 15 to 20 feet (4.5 to 6 m) high have pounded the coastline for two days. In a four-day period up to 18 inches (457 mm) of rain drenched the Los Angeles and Santa Barbara area. On the morning of the 1st, severe thunderstorms spawn two tornadoes which moved through the Los Angeles area.

3-5 March 1960, Massachusetts: Eastern Massachusetts' greatest March snowstorm howls. The storm produces record 24-hour snowfall totals of 27.2 inches (69 cm) at Blue Hill Observatory, 17.7 inches (45 cm) at Worcester, and 16.6 inches (42 cm) at Boston. Winds gusted to 70 mph (112 km/h). 

3 March 1953, Oahu, Hawaii: Snow falls on the island of Oahu.

5 March 2000, Minneapolis, Minnesota: The city establishes a new record for the fewest number of days between 70 oF (21 oC) temperature readings..from the last date in the autumn to the first date in the spring. This season only 113 days passed, the previous record was 131 days, the average, 175 days. 

8 March 1717, Long Island, New York: On Fishers Island in Long Island Sound, 1200 sheep are discovered buried under a snow drift for four weeks. When finally uncovered, one hundred sheep are still alive.

12 March 1923, Chicago, Illinois: Chicago records its lowest pressure ever -- 28.70 inches (971.9 mb) as a heavy rain/snow/ice mix blasts the city on gale force winds.

11-15 March 1988, Marquette, Michigan: More than one hundred hours of continuous snow bury city under 43 inches (109.2 cm).

15-16 March 1941, North Dakota and Minnesota: Beware the Ides of March. The most severe blizzard in modern history strikes North Dakota and Minnesota. The blizzard began on a Saturday night while many are traveling, and thus claims 71 lives. Winds gust to 75 mph ((120 km/h) at Duluth, Minnesota, and reach 85 mph (136 km/h) at Grand Forks, North Dakota. Snow drifts twelve feet high (3.66 m) are reported in north central Minnesota. A cold front traveling 30 mph (50 km/h) crosses Minnesota in just seven hours.

18 March 1925, Missouri, Illinois and Indiana: The Tri-State Tornado of 1925 reeks havoc across portions of three states. An estimated 695 deaths are attributed along the 219-mile (350 km) long storm path, the most deaths ever recorded in the US from a single tornado.

20-21 March 1948, Juneau, Alaska: The city receives 31 inches (32 cm) of snow in 24 hours, a record for the state capitol. 

22 March 1954, Chicago, Illinois: The Chicago River overflows its banks as 6 to 10 inches (152 to 250 mm) of rain drench the City and surrounding area.

23 March 1913, Omaha, Nebraska: Vicious tornado hits the city during the late afternoon on Easter Sunday. In just twelve minutes, it cut a swath of total destruction five miles (8 km) long and two blocks wide. Storm kills 94 persons and causes 3.5 million dollars property damage.

25 March 1914, Society Hill, South Carolina: Society Hill is buried under 18 inches (45 cm) of snow, establishing a state record.

26 March 1954, Allaket, Alaska: The temperature at Allaket plumets to minus 69 oF (minus 56 oC).

28-31 March 1935, Amarillo, Texas: A great dust storm descends on Amarillo, reducing visibility to zero for one six-hour period.

30 March 1823, Northeastern States: A great storm with hurricane-force winds rages from Pennsylvania to Maine. The storm is most severe over New Jersey with high tides, uprooted trees and heavy snow inland.

World

March 1901, Western Europe to Ural Mountains: 150 million tonnes of red dust from the Sahara Desert spreads over western Europe as far east as the Ural Mountains of Russia.

1 March 1990, Europe: Much of Europe is affected by a major storm system. The barometer drops to 939.7 millibars (27.75 inches Hg) in Finland to set a national record. The storm fells as much timber in Germany as would normally be cut in an entire year.

4-5 March 1899, Great Barrier Reef, Australia: Cyclone Mahina crosses the Great Barrier Reef killing 400. Central pressure estimated at 91.4 kPa (26.90 inches).

8 March 1972, Thule, Greenland: Wind gust of 333 km/h (207 mph) recorded at Thule AFB.

9-13 March 1891, Southern England and Wales: Great Blizzard strikes southern England and Wales with storm winds on the seas. 220 people are reported dead; 65 ships founder in the English Channel; 6000 sheep perish. Countless trees are uprooted and trains buried in snow. Up to a foot of snow and snowdrifts of 3.5 metres (11.5 ft) were recorded at Dulwich, London, Torquay, Sidmouth and Dartmouth. 

9 March 1911, Aibonito, Puerto Rico: Coldest temperature ever on this Carribean Island: 4.4 °C (40 °F).

9 March 2001, Zahony, Hungary: The rain-swollen Tisza River reaches its highest level in 100 years peaking at 7.50 m (25 feet) in the village of Zahony. Twenty villages are evacuated and more than 30,000 individuals have fled their homes due to the flooding.

15 March 1952, Cilaos, Reunion Island: Over 183 cm (72 inches) of rain fall on the western Indian Ocean island, greatest global 24-hour total rainfall.

20 March 1986, Cairngorm Mountains, Scotland: Wind gust of 278 km/h (173 mph) recorded, the highest ever recorded in the United Kingdom.

1 MARCH

· ...1910...The deadliest avalanche of record in the U.S. thundered down the mountains near Wellington Station, WA sweeping three huge locomotive train engines and some passenger cars, snowbound on the grade leading to Stevens Pass, over the side and into a canyon, and burying them under tons of snow.  The avalanche claimed the lives of more than 100 people.  The station house at Wellington was also swept away. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1914...High winds and heavy snow crippled New Jersey and New York State.  Two feet of snow were reported at Ashbury Park, and at New York City the barometric pressure dropped to a record 28.38 inches.  The storm caused complete disruption of electric power in New Jersey. (David Ludlum)

· ...1980...Norfolk, VA received 13.7 inches of snow to push their season total to a record 41.9 inches exceeding their previous record by more than four inches. (David Ludlum)
An unusually large Florida tornado, 500 yards in width at times, killed one person and caused six million dollars damage near Fort Lauderdale. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1983...A ferocious storm battered the Pacific coast.  The storm produced heavy rain and gale force winds resulting in flooding and beach erosion, and in the mountains produced up to seven feet of snow in five days. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A storm crossing the Great Lakes Region produced heavy snow and gale force winds from Wisconsin to northern New England, with eight inches of snow reported at Ironwood, MI. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds in north central Texas.  Baseball size hail was reported at Lake Kickapoo.  Hail fell continuously for thirty minutes in the Iowa Park area of Wichita Falls. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...March came in like a lion, with snow and high winds, in the northwestern U.S.  Winds gusted to 86 mph in the Rosario Strait of western Washington State. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A series of low pressure systems moving out of the Gulf of Alaska spread high winds and heavy snow across western Alaska.  Winds in the Anchorage area gusted to 69 mph at Glen Alps, and Talkeetna was buried under three feet of snow in two days.  Valdez received 21.4 inches of snow, raising their total for the winter season to 482.4 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 1, 1914 -


heavy wet snow and high winds "the worst since '88", crippled New York and New Jersey.  The Congressional Limited was lost.  Asbury Park, New Jersey, received 24 inches of snow and at New York City the barometric pressure dropped to 28.38 inches, a record low reading.  Many downed wires and telephone poles disrupted power and communications in New Jersey.


March 1, 1962 -


a record march cold wave occurred in the upper midwest, with Couderay, Wisconsin dropping to 48 degrees below zero and places in Iowa bottoming out at 35 degrees below zero.


March 1, 1980 -


a snowstorm with near blizzard conditions struck eastern North Carolina and southeastern Virginia.  By the time the storm ended on the 2nd, Elizabeth City, North Carolina was buried under 25 inches of snow.  13.7 inches fell at Norfolk, Virginia to boost its season snowfall to 41.9 inches -- its snowiest winter ever.


March 1, 1983 -


a strong Pacific storm and associated cold front moving into California produced an F2 tornado at Los Angeles.  30 people were injured and 100 homes were damaged.


March 1, 1991 -


a very strong Pacific storm dumped heavy snows in the mountains of northern Arizona starting the 28th and continuing into this day.  31.5 inches of snow fell at Flagstaff and the Fairfield Snowbowl reported 50 inches.

· 
March 1, 1993 -

· 
4.5 inches of snow fell at Dodge City, Kansas on this date to raise its seasonal snowfall total to 58.8 inches.  This set a new all-time seasonal snowfall record for the city.  The old record was 57.5 inches set back in the winter of 1911-12.
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· ...1846...A great storm hit Virginia and the Carolinas.  The storm caused half a million dollars damage, and in North Carolina drowned fifty families and a thousand cattle on Notts Island. (David Ludlum)

· ...1927...Raleigh, NC was buried under 17.8 inches of snow in 24 hours, a record for that location. Nashville, NC received 31 inches of snow.  The average snow depth in the state of Carolina was fourteen inches. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1975...The "governor's Tornado" in Atlanta did considerable damage to the governor's mansion and surrounding areas resulting in three deaths and 56.5 million dollars damage. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1985...A massive winter storm struck the Northern Plains Region.  The storm produced up to 33 inches of snow in northeastern South Dakota, at Summit and at Milbank, and also produced high winds which whipped the heavy snow into drifts twenty feet high. (Storm Data)

· ...1987...A storm in the northeastern U.S. produced heavy snow in Maine, with 16 inches reported at West Grand Lake and Guilford. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  A tornado at Baton Rouge, LA injured two persons, and another tornado caused five million dollars damage at the airport in Lafayette, LA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Snow and high winds plagued the western U.S.  Up to 16 inches of snow was reported south of Seattle, WA, and more than two feet of snow blanketed the Sierra Nevada Range of California.  Winds gusted to 89 mph at Hidden Peak, UT, and reached 92 mph at Peavine, CA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Mild weather continued across the northern tier of states.  Highs of 52 degrees at Saint Johnsbury, VT, 63 degrees at Olympia, WA, and 64 degrees at Seattle, WA were records for the date. (The National Weather Summary)


March 2, 1927 -


Raleigh, North Carolina was buried under 17.8 inches of snow in 24 hours to establish a record snowfall for the city.  Nashville, North Carolina received 31 inches of snow.


March 2, 1975 -


the "Governor's tornado" in Atlanta, Georgia did considerable damage to the governor's mansion and surrounding areas resulting in 3 deaths and 56.5 million dollars in damage.


March 2, 1996 -


another east coast snowstorm deposited 4.6 inches of snow at Central Park in New York City to bring its seasonal snowfall total to 66.3 inches, breaking the old season snowfall record of 63.2 inches set in 1947-48.
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· ...1966...A tornado hit Jackson, MS killing 54 persons. (David Ludlum)

· ...1980...A coastal storm produced 25 inches of snow at Elizabeth City, NC, and 30 inches at Cape Hatteras, NC.  At Miami, FL the mercury dipped to 32 degrees.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1983...The last of a series of storms to strike the California coast finally came to an end.  Waves fifteen to twenty feet high pounded the coast for two days, and in a four day period up to 18 inches of rain drenched the Los Angeles and Santa Barbara area.  On the morning of the first, thunderstorms spawned two tornadoes which moved through the Los Angeles area. (Storm Data)

· ...1987...A storm brought heavy rain and gale force winds to Washington and Oregon.  Quillayute, WA received 2.67 inches of rain in 24 hours, and winds gusted to 60 mph at Astoria, OR. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A small but intense low pressure system roared across west central Mississippi at 90 mph early in the morning.  A tornado in southern Mississippi picked up an automobile, carried it 150 feet, and tossed it through the brick wall of an unoccupied retirement home. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Wintry weather prevailed from the southern Rockies to the Upper Great Lakes.  Neguanee, MI received 19 inches of snow, and up to 24 inches of snow blanketed Colorado.  Blizzard conditions were reported in Minnesota. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...An upper level weather disturbance produced snow in the Colorado Rockies, with eight inches reported at Winter Park, and a storm moving off the Pacific Ocean began to spread rain and snow across the western U.S.  March continued to start off "like a lamb" elsewhere around the country. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 3, 1896 -


the temperature in downtown San Francisco, California fell to 33 degrees, which was the lowest ever for the city in March.


March 3, 1942 -


Asheville, North Carolina had a record breaking snowfall when 15.8 inches fell in 24 hours.


March 3, 1947 -


Vermont and northwestern Massachusetts had their biggest snowstorm in this century when Readsboro, in southern Vermont, received 50 inches in 3 days, and Peru, in northwestern Massachusetts, received 47 inches in 3 days.


March 3, 1966 -


an F5 tornado moved through Hinds, Rankin, Scott, and Leake counties in Mississippi.  A portion of the city of Jackson was devastated.  The death toll was 57 with 504 injured.  Damage was set at 18 million dollars.


March 3, 1971 -


an extremely intense coastal storm blasted the northeastern US on this day and continued into the 4th.  The barometric pressure dropped to 960 millibars (28.36 inches) at Worcester, Massachusetts for the lowest pressure ever recorded at the location.  The same record was set at Concord, New Hampshire with a reading of 963 millibars (28.44 inches).  Wind gusts 70 to 100 mph lashed eastern New England with major wind damage occurring.  Tides ran 4 to 5 feet above normal resulting in extensive coastal damage and beach erosion.  Snow amounts exceeded 35 inches in the Adirondacks in northeastern New York and up to 27 inches of snow fell in northern Vermont.


March 3, 1991 -


freezing rain commenced over central and northwestern New York State late on this day and by the time it ended on the 4th, one to two inches of ice had accumulated in many places, resulting in the most costly natural disaster in the history of the state.  19 counties were declared state disaster areas.  At one point, nearly 325,000 customers were without power and some did not get power back until the 16th.  Storm damage exceeded 375 million dollars.


March 3, 1994 -


a major coastal storm was in progress over the mid-Atlantic and the northeast.  Winds gusts hit 75 mph at Dover, Delaware.  Big snows buried interior sections.  Two day snowfall totals 33 inches at Burdett, New York, 30 inches at Frankfort Center, New York, 29 inches at Loganton, Pennsylvania, 26 inches at Jay Peak, Vermont, and 22 inches at Frostburg, Maryland.  The 8.7 inches of snow at Allentown, Pennsylvania raised its seasonal snowfall to 69.2 inches for its snowiest winter ever.  Boston's 8 inches pushed its seasonal snow to 89.5 inches for its snowiest winter as well.
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· ...1909...Though fair weather was forecast, President Taft was inaugurated amidst a furious storm.  About ten inches of wet snow disrupted travel and communications.  The storm drew much criticism against the U.S. Weather Bureau. (David Ludlum)

· ...1953...Snow was reported on the island of Oahu in Hawaii. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1966...A severe blizzard raged across Minnesota and North Dakota.  The blizzard lasted four days producing up to 35 inches of snow, and wind gusting to 100 mph produced snow drifts 30 to 40 feet high.  Bismarck, ND reported zero visibility for 11 hours.  Traffic was paralyzed for three days. (2nd-5th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Rain and high winds prevailed in the northwestern U.S.  A wind gust to 69 mph at Klamath Falls, OR was their highest in 25 years, and winds at the Ashland Ranger Station in the Siskiyou Mountains of northern California reached 85 mph. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Snow and freezing rain made travel hazardous in Ohio and Indiana.  A six car pile-up resulted near Columbus OH, with seven injuries reported.  Up to two inches of ice glazed central Indiana.  Up to ten inches of snow blanketed northern Ohio. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Lower Mississippi Valley.  A strong (F-3) tornado injured five persons near Brownsville, MS, and killed seven cows and two hogs in one pasture.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 90 mph at Canton, MS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A Pacific cold front working its way across the western U.S. produced heavy snow over parts of Idaho, Nevada and Utah.  Up to eleven inches of snow blanketed the valleys of northwest Utah, while 12 to 25 inches fell across the mountains of northern Utah.  Up to six inches of snow blanketed the valleys of east central Nevada, while more than a foot of snow was reported in the high elevations.  In Idaho, 6 to 8 inches of snow was reported around Aberdeen and American Falls. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 4, 1953 -


snow was reported on the island of Oahu in Hawaii.


March 4, 1960 -


a savage blizzard which began on the 3rd struck the mid Atlantic and northeast.  Some snowfall totals included 17 inches at Roanoke, Virginia and 18 inches at Scranton, Pennsylvania.  The storm was especially fierce in eastern New England where the winds approached hurricane force.  Blue Hill in Milton, Massachusetts totaled 30 inches, Nantucket, Massachusetts was buried under 31 inches, and Boston, Massachusetts recorded 20 inches.


March 4, 1966 -


the worst blizzard on record in terms of duration blasted the northern Plains from the 2nd to the 5th.  Broken Bow, Nebraska recorded wind gusts in excess of 100 mph with snow drifts to 40 feet.  Bismarck, North Dakota had near zero visibility for 42 consecutive hours and had 22.4 inches of snow to set a new single storm snowfall record.  35 inches fell at Mobridge, South Dakota.  13 people died as a result of the blizzard and livestock losses were heavy.


March 4, 1985 -


a blizzard, which began on the 2nd, battered the upper midwest.  15 to 25 inches of snow was common across South Dakota with drifts up to 20 feet.  24 inches was recorded at Benson, Minnesota and Duluth, Minnesota had a wind gust to 71 mph.  Most highways and state roads were closed for 2 days.  Thunderstorms with brilliant lightning displays were also reported with the heavy snow.

5 MARCH

· ...1960...Eastern Massachusetts' greatest March snowstorm of record began to abate.  The storm produced record 24 hour snowfall totals of 27.2 inches at Blue Hill Observatory, 17.7 inches at Worcester, and 16.6 inches at Boston.  Winds gusted to 70 mph. (3rd-5th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1962...A tremendous storm raged along the Atlantic coast.  The great Atlantic storm caused more than 200 million dollars property damage from Florida to New England.  Winds along the Middle Atlantic Coast reached 70 mph raising forty foot waves, and as much as 33 inches of snow blanketed the mountains of Virginia.  The Virginia shoreline was rearranged by historic tidal flooding caused by the combination of the long stretch of strong onshore winds and the "Spring Tides". (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...A storm in the western U.S. produced heavy rain and high winds in California.  Up to six inches of rain soaked the San Francisco Bay area in 24 hours, and winds gusted to 100 mph at the Wheeler Ridge Pumping Plant near the Tehachapi Mountains. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...While snow blanketed eastern Kansas and northern Oklahoma, eight cities in North Dakota reported new record high temperatures for the date.  The afternoon high of 61 degrees at Bismarck, ND was 27 degrees warmer than that at Chanute, KS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the southeastern U.S.  A strong (F-2) tornado killed one person and injured six others in Heard County GA.  A strong (F-3) tornado injured 23 persons and caused more than five million dollars damage around Grantville, GA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms over eastern Colorado, developing ahead of a major storm system, produced up to three inches of small hail around Colorado Springs in the late morning and early afternoon.  Strong thunderstorms swept through southeastern sections of the Denver area during the evening hours.  These strong thunderstorms also produced up to three inches of small hail, along with wind gusts to 50 mph, and as much as 2.4 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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· ...1872...A cold wave hit the East coast sending the mercury plunging to 8 degrees below zero at Boston.  It was the most severe March cold wave in modern history. (David Ludlum)

· ...1900...A chinook wind blowing down the slopes of the Rockies through Havre, MT raised the temperature 31 degrees in just three minutes. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1954...Florida received its greatest modern-day snowfall of record, with 4.0 inches at the Milton Experimental Station.  Pensacola, FL equaled their 24-hour record with 2.1 inches of snow. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Twenty-eight cities in the north central U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date.  Pickstown, SD was the hot spot in the nation with a reading of 83 degrees.  The high of 71 at Saint Cloud, MN smashed their previous record by 21 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Wintry weather developed in the Rockies and the Plateau Region as arctic air swept in from the northwest.  Blizzard conditions in southeast Idaho claimed the lives of two teenagers.  Thunderstorms developed in Utah and Idaho. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...A winter storm in the south central U.S. left parts of Missouri and Arkansas buried under more than a foot of snow.  Heavier snowfall totals in Missouri included 14 inches at Springfield and 16 inches at Lebanon.  Totals in Benton County AR ranged up to 14 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Colorado's strongest winter storm of the season moved northeastward across the state producing 50 inches of snow at Echo Lake, 46.5 inches on Buckhorn Mountain, and 46 inches near the top of Coal Canyon.  Snow fell at the rate of several inches per hour during the height of the storm, while winds gusted above 50 mph.  Several hundred rush hour commuters, including the state governor, were stranded in blizzard conditions along Highway 36 between Denver and Boulder. Drifts up to twelve feet high had to be cleared southeast of Boulder. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 6, 1954 -


Florida received its greatest modern day snowfall of record with 4 inches at the Milton experimental station.  Pensacola equaled its 24 hour record with 2.1 inches of snow.


March 6, 1962 -


the Great Atlantic Coast Storm of 1962 destroyed over $200 million worth of property from Florida to New England.  The storm caused major shoreline erosion from North Carolina to Long Island.  A 3 mile long boardwalk in Ocean City, Maryland was wiped out.  The storm caused greater alteration of the coastline from Cape Hatteras northward than any previous storm, including hurricanes.  A new inlet was cut through Hatteras Island and more than 10 miles of outer banks barrier dunes were obliterated.  Winds of up to 75 mph raised waves to heights of 40 feet.  42 inches of snow fell at Big Meadows, located in the mountains of Virginia -- a state record.


March 6, 1984 -


heavy rains soaked Florida for 24 hours with rainfall totals reaching as high as 9 inches at Whigham and 9.55 inches at Marianna.


March 6, 1987 -


at 3:30 PM CST the temperature at Saint Cloud, Minnesota reached a summery 71 degrees, setting a new record temperature for the date.  The previous record of 50 degrees, set in 1983, was exceeded by 21 degrees!


March 6, 1989 -


a winter storm in the south-central US left parts of Missouri and Arkansas buried under more than a foot of snow.  Totals in Missouri ranged up to 16 inches at Lebanon with 14 inches reported at Springfield.  Sections of Benton county in Arkansas recorded 14 inches.


March 6, 1990 -


at the University of Denver High Altitude Lab, Mount Evans reported 50 inches of snow in a 24 hour period.  Winds gusting up to 40 mph caused whiteout conditions.


March 6, 1992 -


severe thunderstorms dumped large amounts of hail over sections of Georgia and Florida.  Hail accumulated to a depth of 6 inches at Marietta, Georgia.  Hail the size of golfballs covered the ground 3 to 4 inches deep uniformly at Longwood and Altamonte Springs, Florida.  Hail damage was extensive with broken windows and vehicle and roof damage widespread.  Total damage in Florida amounted to 25 million dollars, the most damaging hailstorm in Florida's history (until March 25, 92).
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· ...1717...The "Great Snow", a composite of four winter storms to hit the eastern U.S. in nine days, finally came to an end.  Snow depths averaged 60 inches following the storm.  Up to four feet of snow fell around Boston, MA, and snow drifts 25 feet high were reported around Dorchester, MA. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1932...A severe coastal storm set barometric pressure records from Virginia to New England.  Block Island, RI reported a barometric pressure reading of 28.20 inches. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Forty-five cities in the north central and northeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date.  Huron, SD hit 80 degrees, and Pickstown, SD reached 81 degrees.  Rochester, MN and Rockford, IL smashed their previous record for the date by sixteen degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...High winds along a sharp cold front ushered snow and arctic cold into the Central Rocky Mountain Region and the Northern Plains.  Snowfall totals in Utah ranged up to sixteen inches at Brighton.  Winds gusted to 66 mph at Rapid City, SD. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Blustery northwest winds ushered arctic cold into eastern U.S.  Burlington, VT reported a record low of 14 degrees below zero.  Snow and ice over the Carolinas replaced the 80 degree weather of the previous day.  High winds and heavy surf caused five million dollars damage along the North Carolina coast. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A major ice storm left much of Iowa under a thick coat of ice.  It was the worst ice storm in at least twenty-five years for Iowa, perhaps the worst of the century.  Up to two inches of ice coated much of western and central Iowa, with three inches reported in Crawford County and Carroll County.  As much as five inches of ice was reported on some electrical lines.  The ice downed 78 towers in a 17-mile stretch of a high voltage feeder near Boone costing three electric utilities fifteen million dollars.  Damage to trees was incredible, and clean-up costs alone ran into the millions.  Total damage from the storm was more than fifty million dollars. (Storm Data)


March 7, 1717 -


the "Great Snow of 1717" (a series of 4 storms to hit the east in 9 days) finally came to an end.  Snow depths averaged 60 inches following the storm.  Up to 4 feet of snow fell around Boston, Massachusetts and snow drifts 25 feet high were reported around Dorchester, Massachusetts.  There was no traveling or rural church going for 3 weeks.


March 7, 1987 -


45 cities in the north central and northeastern US.  reported record high temperatures for the date.  Huron, South Dakota reached 80 degrees and Pickstown, South Dakota hit 81 degrees.  Rochester, Minnesota and Rockford, Illinois smashed previous records for the date by 16 degrees.


March 7, 1996 -


6.5 inches of snow fell at Boston, Massachusetts on this date to bring its seasonal to 96.4 inches -- the city's snowiest winter in 105 years of record keeping.  The old record was 96.3 inches set in the 1993-94 winter season.  Now all major cities along this east coast had broken their seasonal snowfall records in the 1995-96 winter season.
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· ...1717...On Fishers Island in Long Island Sound, 1200 sheep were discovered to have been buried under a snow drift for four weeks.  When finally uncovered, one hundred sheep were still alive. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1909...The town of Brinkley, AR was struck by a tornado which killed 49 persons and caused 600,000 dollars damage.  The tornado, which was two-thirds of a mile in width, destroyed 860 buildings.  Entire families were killed as houses were completely swept away by the tornado.  Tornadoes killed 64 persons and injured 671 others in Dallas and Monroe counties during the Arkansas tornado outbreak. (David Ludlum)

· ...1984...A freak "thunder snowstorm" produced high winds, vivid lightning, and up to seven inches of snow in the northern suburbs of Washington, DC  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1987...Thirty-two cities in the eastern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date, including Madison, WI with a reading of 71 degrees.  Afternoon highs of 68 degrees at Houghton Lake, MI and 72 degrees at Flint, MI smashed their previous records for the date by fourteen degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A cold front brought wintry weather to the north central U.S.  Snowfall totals in northwestern Minnesota ranged up to eight inches at Roseau and Hallock.  Winds in South Dakota gusted to 61 mph at Brookings. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...While arctic cold gripped the northeastern U.S., unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the southwestern states.  Albany NY reported a record low of 2 degrees below zero.  Tucson AZ reported a record high of 90 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Late afternoon thunderstorms produced severe weather in east central Iowa and west central Illinois.  Thunderstorms spawned a tornado south of Augusta, IL which traveled 42 miles to Marbleton.  Golf ball size hail was reported at Peoria, IL and near Vermont, IL. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 8, 1909 -


Brinkley, Arkansas was devastated by an F4 tornado.  49 people were killed and 600 were injured.  800 buildings were destroyed and over 2000 others were damaged.  Total damage was 600,000 dollars.


March 8, 1971 -


a snowstorm dropped 10 to 20 inches of new snow across Vermont to raise snow depths to record levels.  116 inches was measured on the ground on top of Mount Mansfield, the second highest snow depth ever recorded on the mountain up to the time.  The town of Orange measured 88 inches on the ground for a new state low elevation snow depth record.


March 8, 1987 -


a record 24 hour temperature fall began at Detroit, Michigan.  It started at 1:00 PM EST with a temperature of 74 degrees when a sharp cold front dropped the temperature down to 23 degrees at 1:00 PM EST on the 9th.  The total temperature fall for the 24 hour period was 51 degrees.


March 8, 1992 -


in the first 8 days of March, Las Vegas, Nevada recorded 1.87 inches of rain.  This set a new monthly record for rainfall in March.  The previous record was 1.83 inches set in 1973.


March 8, 1994 -


a major snowstorm buried sections of Oklahoma, Missouri, and Arkansas.  Ozark Beach, Missouri recorded 19 inches of snow, while Harrison, Arkansas checked in with 18 inches.  Tulsa, Oklahoma had 12.9 of snow, for its greatest single storm snowfall ever.


March 8, 1996 -


Elkins, West Virginia received 2.1 inches of snow on this day to bring its seasonal snowfall to 125.8 inches -- its snowiest winter on record.

9 MARCH

· ...1956...A whopping 367 inches of snow was measured on the ground at the Rainier Paradise Ranger Station in Washington.  The snow depth was a state record and the second highest total of record for the continental U.S. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1960...A winter storm produced a narrow band of heavy snow from north central Kentucky into Virginia and the mountains of North Carolina.  Snowfall amounts ranged from 12 to 24 inches, with drifts up to eleven feet high in western Virginia. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Gale force winds ushered arctic air into the north central U.S.  Some places were 50 degrees colder than the previous day.  Northeast winds, gusting to 60 mph, produced 8 to 15 foot waves on Lake Michigan causing more than a million dollars damage along the southeastern shoreline of Wisconsin.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A cold front brought high winds to the southwestern U.S.  Winds in the Las Vegas Valley of Nevada gusted to 70 mph, and one person was injured by a falling tree. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Twenty-two cities in the southwestern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date.  In New Mexico, afternoon highs of 72 at Los Alamos, 76 at Ruidoso, and 79 at Quemado, were records for March. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in West Texas.  Thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 71 mph at Lubbock, and golf ball size hail was reported at several other locations.  Strong thunderstorm winds injured two persons north of the town of Canyon. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 9, 1956 -


a whopping 367 inches of snow was measured on the ground at the Rainier Park Ranger station in Washington.  The snow depth was a state record and the second highest total of record for the US


March 9, 1992 -


the first 9 days of March in Cincinnati, Ohio were very warm.  The temperature averaged 58.7 degrees -- or 21.0 degrees above normal!! Within this 9 day stretch, high temperatures were 70 degrees or above on 5 consecutive days.  Never before had this occurred so early in the season.


March 9, 1943 -


the temperature at Lac Frontiere, Maine fell to 40 degrees below zero.  This is the coldest ever in March in New England.


March 9, 1960 -


a winter storm produced a narrow band of heavy snow from north central Kentucky into Virginia and the mountains of North Carolina.  Snowfall totals ranged from 12 to 24 inches with drifts up to 11 feet high in western Virginia

10 MARCH

· ...1912...The barometric pressure reached 29.26 inches at Los Angeles, CA, and 29.46 inches at San Diego, CA, setting all-time records for those two locations.  (David Ludlum)

· ...1922...Dodge City, KS reported a record 24 hour total of 17.5 inches of snow. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Strong northwesterly winds ushered arctic air into the eastern U.S.  Gales lashed the middle and northern Atlantic coast.  Winds gusted to 50 mph at Manteo, NC and Cape Hatteras, NC. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A winter storm produced snow and high winds in the Central Rocky Mountain Region.  Snowfall totals in Utah ranged up to 42 inches at Alta, with 36 inches reported at the Brian Head Ski Resort in 24 hours.  Winds gusted to 72 mph at La Junta, CO and Artesia, NM. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thirty-four cities in the central and southwestern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date.  The high of 85 degrees at Hanksville, UT was a record for March, and Pueblo, CO equaled their March record of 86 degrees.  Hill City, KS warmed from a morning low of 30 degrees to an afternoon high of 89 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather from southeast Iowa to central Indiana and north central Kentucky.  Thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Fort Knox, KY, and hail two inches in diameter west of Lebanon, IN.  Evening thunderstorms over central Oklahoma deluged Guthrie with 4.5 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 10, 1922 -


Dodge City, Kansas was buried under 17.5 inches of snow in 24 hours -- the city's biggest 24 hour snowfall on record.


March 10, 1960 -


a heavy snowstorm left 10 inches in Georgia, 22 inches in Tennessee, 24 inches in Kentucky and 15 inches in Virginia.  Many buildings collapsed from the weight of the snow.


March 10, 1986 -


severe thunderstorms and tornadoes hit Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio.  A total of 19 tornadoes occurred.  3 of the tornadoes in Indiana reached F3 intensity (winds 158-206 mph).  A densely populated subdivision of southeast Lexington, Kentucky was heavily damaged by a tornado.  20 people were injured and 900 homes were damaged or demolished.  A very strong thunderstorm downburst hit the Cincinnati area.  At the Greater Cincinnati airport, windows were blown out of the control tower, injuring the 6 controllers on duty.  At Newport, Kentucky, 120 houses were destroyed from winds estimated from 100 to 140 mph.


March 10, 1988 -


a severe blizzard struck western Nebraska and South Dakota.  Winds up to 65 mph were recorded.  By the time the storm ended early on the 12th, Chadron, Nebraska had 33 inches of new snow with drifts up to 10 feet.  Up to 70 inches of new snow fell in the Fort Meade area in western South Dakota.


March 10, 1989 -


34 cities in the central and southwestern US reported record high temperatures for the date.  The high of 85 degrees at Hanksville, Utah was a record for March and Pueblo, Colorado equaled their March record of 86 degrees.  Hill City, Kansas warmed from a morning low of 30 degrees to an afternoon high of 89 degrees.

11 MARCH

· ...1911...Tamarack, CA reported 451 inches of snow on the ground, a record for the U.S. (David Ludlum)

· ...1948...Record cold followed in the wake of a Kansas blizzard.  Lows of -25 degrees at Oberlin, Healy and Quinter established a state record for the month of March.  Lows of -15 at Dodge City, -11 at Concordia, and -3 at Wichita were also March records. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1962...One of the most paralyzing snowstorms in decades produced record March snowfalls in Iowa.  Four feet of snow covered the ground at Inwood following the storm. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S., and a storm over the Gulf of Mexico spread rain and sleet and snow into the Appalachian Region.  Sleet was reported in southern Mississippi. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A blizzard raged across the north central U.S.  Chadron, NE was buried under 33 inches of snow, up to 25 inches of snow was reported in eastern Wyoming, and totals in the Black Hills of South Dakota ranged up to 69 inches at Lead.  Winds gusted to 63 mph at Mullen, NE.  Snow drifts thirty feet high were reported around Lusk, WY. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Twenty-one cities in the central and southwestern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date.  The afternoon high of 95 degrees at Lubbock, TX equaled their record for March. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Forty-four cities in the central and eastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date. Record highs included 71 degrees at Dickinson, ND and Williston, ND, and 84 degrees at Lynchburg, VA, Charleston, WV and Huntington, WV.  Augusta, GA and Columbia, SC tied for honors as the hot spot in the nation with record highs of 88 degrees.  A vigorous cold front produced up to three feet of snow in the mountains of Utah. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 11, 1888 -


the Great Blizzard of '88 commenced as light rain, then changed to freezing rain at New York City.


March 11, 1911 -


the US snow depth record of 451 inches was measured at Tamarack, California.


March 11, 1923 -


Deanburg and Pinson, Tennessee were struck by a tornado rated F5 on the Fujita scale.  20 people were killed and 1/4 of Pinson was obliterated.


March 11, 1948 -


record cold followed in the wake of a Kansas blizzard.  Lows of 25 degrees below zero at Oberlin, Healy, and Quinter, Kansas established a state record for the month of march.  Lows of 15 degrees below zero at Dodge City, 11 degrees below zero at Concordia, and 3 degrees below zero at Wichita were records for March at these locations.  The low of 3 degrees below zero at Kansas City, Missouri was their latest subzero reading of record.


March 11, 1962 -


a record heavy snowfall occurred in Iowa, leaving up to 48 inches (at Inwood) on the ground.  It was described as "one of the most paralyzing snowstorms in decades".


March 11, 1992 -


a major winter storm (central pressure 978 millibars or 28.88 inches) struck he northeastern US.  Heavy snow occurred over western Pennsylvania and New York with Bradford, Pennsylvania recording 23 inches, Rochester, New York 21.9 inches, and Buffalo, New York 15 inches.  On the warm side of the storm in Vermont, heavy rains combined with snowmelt and ice breakup caused massive ice jams on the Winooski river in Montpelier, resulting in severe flooding.  The downtown section was under 5 feet of water with millions of dollars of damage done.

12 MARCH

· ...1888...A blizzard paralyzed southeastern New York State and western New England.  The storm produced 58 inches of snow at Saratoga, NY, and 50 inches at Middletown, CT.  The blizzard was followed by record cold temperatures, and the cold and snow claimed 400 lives.  New York City received 20.9 inches of snow, Albany, NY reported 46.7 inches. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1954...A blizzard raged from eastern Wyoming into the Black Hills of western South Dakota, while a severe ice storm was in progress from northeastern Nebraska to central Iowa.  The ice storm isolated 153 towns in Iowa.  Dust from the Great Plains caused brown snow, and hail and muddy rain over parts of Wisconsin and Michigan. (11th-13th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1967...A tremendous four day storm raged across California.  Winds of 90 mph closed mountain passes, heavy rains flooded the lowlands, and in sixty hours Squaw Valley, CA was buried under 96 inches (eight feet) of snow. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S., with gale force winds along the Middle Atlantic Coast.  A storm in the Pacific Northwest produced rain and gale force winds.  Crescent City, CA received 2.27 inches of rain in 24 hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A powerful storm produced high winds and heavy snow in the Upper Mississippi Valley and the Upper Great Lakes Region.  Winds gusting to 70 mph produced snow drifts six feet high in Minnesota, and sent twelve foot waves on Lake Superior over the breakwalls of the ship canal at Duluth, MN. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...An early season heat wave continued in the southwestern and central U.S.  Nineteen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Wichita Falls, TX, which six days earlier reported a record low of 8 above, reported a record high of 95 degrees.  Childress, TX was the first spot in the country in 1989 to hit the century mark. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed from the Southern and Central Plains to the Southern and Middle Atlantic Coast, with afternoon highs in the 70s and 80s.  Seventy-six cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Downtown Baltimore, MD was the hot spot in the nation with a record high of 95 degrees, which smashed their previous record for the date by nineteen degrees.  Other record highs included 89 degrees at Washington, DC and 90 degrees at Raleigh, NC. (The National Weather Summary)


March 12, 1888 -


one of the most vicious blizzards ever to strike the US was in progress across northeast.  When the storm finally ended on the 13th, Saratoga, New York was buried under 58 inches of new snow and 50 inches was recorded at Middletown, Connecticut.  Winds to hurricane force whipped drifts over 30 feet deep.  The combination of snow, wind, and record cold temperatures claimed 400 lives.  New York City received 20.7 inches of snow and Albany, New York had 46.7 inches.


March 12, 1923 -


the record low pressure of 28.70 inches for Chicago, Illinois was set during a storm which produced heavy snow, a thick glaze, gales, and much rain which caused $800,000 damage.


March 12, 1954 -


a blizzard raged from eastern Wyoming into the Black Hills of western South Dakota while a severe ice storm was in progress from northeastern Nebraska to central Iowa.  The ice storm isolated 153 towns in Iowa.  Dust from the Great Plains caused brown snow, while hail and muddy rain fell over parts of Wisconsin and Michigan.


March 12, 1967 -


a tremendous 4 day storm was in progress across California.  Winds to 90 mph closed mountain passes, heavy rains flooded the lowlands, and in 60 hours Squaw Valley was buried under 96 inches of snow.


March 12, 1990 -


unseasonably warm temperatures occurred from the Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic coast.  Over 90 high temperature records for this date were broken or tied.  Many of the records were topped by 15 degrees or more and some of the records broken had been set 100 years ago or more.  The high temperature for the nation was recorded in Baltimore, Maryland where the temperature reached 95 degrees.  Washington, DC and Richmond, Virginia both recorded 89 degrees.

13 MARCH

· ...1907...A storm produced a record 5.22 inches of rain in 24 hours at Cincinnati, OH. (12th-13th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1951...The state of Iowa experienced a record snowstorm.  The storm buried Iowa City under 27 inches of snow. (David Ludlum)

· ...1977...Baltimore, MD received an inch of rain in eight minutes. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1987...A winter storm produced heavy snow in the Sierra Nevada Range of California, and the Lake Tahoe area of Nevada.  Mount Rose, NV received 18 inches of new snow. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Unseasonably cold weather prevailed from the Plateau Region to the Appalachians.  Chadron, NE, recently buried 33 inches of snow, was the cold spot in the nation with a low of 19 degrees below zero. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Residents of the southern U.S. viewed a once in a life-time display of the "Northern Lights".  Unseasonably warm weather continued in the southwestern U.S.  The record high of 88 degrees at Tucson, AZ was their seventh in a row.  In southwest Texas, the temperature at Sanderson soared from 46 degrees at 8 AM to 90 degrees at 11 AM. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northwest Texas to Wisconsin, Iowa and Nebraska during the day, and into the night.  Severe thunderstorms spawned 59 tornadoes, including twenty-six strong or violent tornadoes, and there were about two hundred reports of large hail or damaging winds.  There were forty-eight tornadoes in Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa, and some of the tornadoes in those three states were the strongest of record for so early in the season, and for so far northwest in the United States.

The most powerful tornado of the day was one which tore through the central Kansas community of Hesston.  The tornado killed two persons, injured sixty others, and caused 22 million dollars along its 67-mile path.  The tornado had a life span of two hours.  Another tornado tracked 124 miles across southeastern Nebraska injuring eight persons and causing more than five million dollars damage during its three hour life span. (Storm Data)


March 13, 1924 -


heavy wet snow blanketed a large part of northern and central Alabama.  The snow clung to everything and caused a lot of damage and major interruptions in communications.  Final accumulations ranged from 6.5 inches in Birmingham to 1.4 inches at Montgomery.


March 13, 1953 -


an F4 tornado cut a 18 mile path through Haskell and Knox counties in Texas.  17 people were killed and a 8 block area of Knox City was leveled.


March 13, 1990 -


a major outbreak of tornadoes occurred in the midwest.  59 tornadoes touched down.  A tornado rated F5 on the Fujita scale tore through Hesston, Kansas, killed one person and did 20 million dollars in damage.  Another tornado formed close to the Hesston tornado while it was weakening and absorbed it.  This new tornado was also a F5 and killed one person in Gossel, Kansas.  A family of tornadoes up to f4 in intensity tracked 124 miles through Nebraska.  In York county, 12 farms were hit and 10,000 geese were killed.  This outbreak produced the strongest tornadoes on record for so early in the season so far northwest in the United States.


March 12, 1993 -


what was to become the "Great Blizzard of '93" began to develop as a huge mesoscale convective complex formed in the western Gulf of Mexico.  As the low pressure area moved eastward and intensified, howling north winds exceeding hurricane force behind the storm were reported by platforms in the Gulf.  One platform near 28.5n/92.5w recorded sustained winds of 85 mph with gusts to 99 mph.  As the low crossed the coast around midnight near Panama City, Florida, the central pressure was already down to 980 millibars (28.94 inches).  During the late evening into the early morning hours of the 13th, a vicious squall line swept through Florida and spawned 11 tornadoes resulting in 5 fatalities.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 110 mph at Alligator Point and 109 mph at Dry Tortugas.  Extremely high tides occurred along the western Florida coast.  A 13 foot storm surge occurred in Taylor county, Florida, resulting in 10 deaths with 57 residences destroyed.  A 5 to 8 foot storm surge moved ashore in Dixie county.  Over 500 homes were destroyed with major damage to another 700 structures.


March 13, 1993 -


the "Great Blizzard of '93" clobbered the eastern US on this day and produced perhaps the largest swath of heavy snow ever recorded.  Heavy snow was driven to the Gulf Coast with 3 inches falling at Mobile, Alabama and up to 5 inches reported in the Florida panhandle, the greatest single snowfall in the state's history.  13 inches blanketed Birmingham, Alabama to set not only a new 24 hour snowfall record for any month, but also set a record for maximum snow depth, maximum snow for a single storm, and maximum snow for a single month.  Tremendous snowfall amounts occurred in the Appalachians.  Mount Leconte in Tennessee recorded an incredible 60 inches.  Mount Mitchell in North Carolina was not far behind with 50 inches.  Practically every official weather station in West Virginia set a new 24 hour record snowfall.  Further to the north, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania measured 25 inches, Albany, New York checked in with 27 inches, and Syracuse, New York was buried under 43 inches.  The major population corridor from Washington, DC to Boston, Massachusetts was not spared this time as all the big cities got about a foot of snow before a changeover to rain.  A rather large amount of thunderstorm activity accompanied the heavy snow.  Winds to hurricane force in gusts were widespread.  Boston recorded a gust to 81 mph, the highest wind gust at the location since hurricane Edna in 1954.  Numerous cities in the south and mid Atlantic states recorded their lowest barometric pressure ever as the storm bottomed out at 960 millibars (28.35 inches) over Chesapeake Bay.  208 people were killed by the storm and total damage was estimated at 6 billion dollars -- the costliest extratropical storm in history.

14 MARCH

· ...1870...The term "blizzard" was first applied to a storm which produced heavy snow and high winds in Minnesota and Iowa. (David Ludlum)

· ...1944...A single storm brought a record 21.6 inches of snow to Salt Lake City, UT. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1960...Northern Georgia was between snowstorms.  Gainesville, GA received 17 inches of snow during the month, and reported at least a trace of snow on the ground 22 days in March.  Snow was on roofs in Hartwell, GA from the 2nd to the 29th. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A powerful storm in the western U.S. produced 15 inches of snow in the Lake Tahoe Basin of Nevada, and wind gusts to 50 mph at Las Vegas, NV.  Thunderstorms in the Sacramento Valley of California spawned a tornado which hit a turkey farm near Corning. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Squalls in the Great Lakes Region continued to produce heavy snow in northwest Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, and produced up to 14 inches of snow in northeast Ohio.  Poplar, WI reported 27 inches of snow in two days. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...High winds in Colorado and Wyoming gusted above 120 mph at Horsetooth Heights, CO.  High winds in the Central Plains sharply reduced visibilities in blowing dust as far east as Kansas City, MO.  Winds gusting to 72 mph at Hill City, KS reduced the visibility to a city block in blowing dust.  Soil erosion in northwest Kansas damaged nearly five million acres of wheat. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Fifty-three cities reported record high temperatures for the date as readings warmed into the 70s and 80s from the Gulf coast to the Great Lakes Region.  Charleston, WV was the hot spot in the nation with a record high of 89 degrees.  It was the fourth of five consecutive days with record warm temperatures for many cities in the eastern U.S.  There were 283 daily record highs reported in the central and eastern U.S. during between the 11th and the 15th of March. (The National Weather Summary)


March 14, 1870 -


a severe snow/wind storm struck Iowa and Minnesota.  During this storm, the term "blizzard" was first used to describe a severe snowstorm.  The "new" word appeared in the "Estherville (Iowa) Vindicator".


March 14, 1933 -


a strong (F3) tornado cut through the center of Nashville, Tennessee.  1400 homes were damaged or destroyed.  11 people were killed and total damage was 1.5 million dollars.


March 14, 1984 -


a coastal storm dumped very heavy snow over northern New England.  Caribou, Maine received 28.6 inches of snow in 24 hours, by far its greatest 24 hour snowfall on record.  36 inches of snow fell at Telos Lake, Maine.  Some sections of Vermont recorded 30 inches and up to 26 inches fell in portions of New Hampshire.


March 14, 1993 -


record cold followed in the wake of the "blizzard of '93" over the eastern US with 57 daily record low temperatures broken.  Birmingham, Alabama plunged to 2 degrees, by far breaking its previous march record low of 11 degrees.  Orlando, Florida recorded 33 degrees to smash its old daily record low by 9 degrees.  It was also the coldest temperature ever recorded for so late in the season.

15 MARCH

· ...1941...The most severe blizzard in modern history struck North Dakota and Minnesota.  The blizzard hit on a Saturday night while many are traveling, and thus claimed 71 lives.  Winds gusted to 75 mph at Duluth, MN, and reached 85 mph at Grand Forks, ND.  Snow drifts twelve feet high were reported in north central Minnesota.  A cold front traveling 30 mph crossed Minnesota in just seven hours. (15th-16th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A winter storm in the western U.S. produced heavy snow in central Nevada, with 23 inches reported at Austin.  High winds raked the desert areas of southern California and southern Arizona.  Winds gusted to 59 mph at Douglas, AZ. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...More than one hundred hours of continuous snow finally came to an end at Marquette, MI, during which time the city was buried under 43 inches of snow.  Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S., with forty-one cities reporting record low temperatures for the date. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather from Alabama to the Middle Atlantic Coast.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 80 at Virginia Beach, VA.  Low pressure in southeastern Ontario produced high winds in the northeastern U.S.  Winds gusted to 70 mph at Saint Albins, VT.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Low pressure crossing the Upper Mississippi Valley produced high winds from the Northern and Central Plains to the Great Lakes Region and Ohio Valley.  Winds gusted to 73 mph at Iowa City, IA, and wind gusts reached 79 mph at Waukesha, WI.  Winds of 75 mph were reported around Rapid City, SD, with gusts to 100 mph.  Up to a foot of snow was reported in western Iowa, western Minnesota, and extreme eastern North Dakota.  Blizzard conditions were reported in northeastern North Dakota and northwestern Minnesota. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 15, 1941 -


the most severe blizzard in modern history struck North Dakota and Minnesota.  The blizzard hit on a Saturday night while many were traveling and resulted in the tragic loss of 71 lives.  Winds gusted to 75 mph at Duluth, Minnesota and to 85 mph at Grand Forks, North Dakota.  Snow drifts reached 12 feet in north central Minnesota.


March 15, 1984 -


severe thunderstorms in Arkansas produced 2 violent (F4) tornadoes.  The first tornado tracked 48 miles through Van Buren, Cleburne, and Independence counties.  2 people were killed and 13 were injured.  63 homes and 22 mobile homes were destroyed.  The tornado lifted the highway 16 bridge and threw it into Greers Ferry Lake.  The bridge was 1/4 mile long and had a large steel superstructure.  The second tornado tore through Jackson and Poinsett counties with 5 people killed and 12 injured.


March 15, 1988 -


more than 100 hours of continuous snow finally came to an end at Marquette, Michigan during which time the city was buried under 43 inches of snow.  Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern US.  41 cities reported new record low temperatures for the date.


March 15, 1993 -


69 daily low temperature records were broken over the eastern US as cold air persisted behind the "blizzard of '93".  Elkins, West Virginia recorded 5 degrees below zero to break its old record by 15 degrees and New Orleans, Louisiana dropped to 31 degrees to break its old record by 9 degrees.  Fort Myers, Florida shivered at 39 degrees.


March 15, 1992 -


intense snow squalls that began back on the 12th finally came to an end over Oswego and Onondaga counties in central New York.  Palermo was buried under an incredible 85 inches of snow over the 4 day period.  Parish checked in with 60 inches and Fulton recorded 51 inches.  Syracuse recorded 7.7 inches of "normal" snow from the big storm back on the 11-12th, but this was peanuts compared to the 24 inches the squalls deposited on the city.


March 15, 1994 -


.9 inches of snow on this day brought the seasonal snowfall total at Binghamton, New York to 123.2 inches -- the city's snowiest winter ever.

16 MARCH

· ...1942...Two tornadoes, 24 minutes apart, struck Baldwin, MS resulting in 65 deaths. (David Ludlum)

· ...1975...A single storm brought 119 inches of snow to Crater Lake, OR establishing a state record. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1986...A small but rare tornado touched down perilously close to Disneyland in Anaheim, CA. (Storm Data)

· ...1987...Softball size hail caused millions of dollars damage to automobiles at Del Rio, TX.  Three persons were injured when hailstones crashed through a shopping mall skylight. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1988...A winter storm produced heavy snow in the Central Rockies.  Winds gusted to 80 mph at Centerville, UT.  Eighteen cities in the southeastern U.S. reported new record low temperatures for the date, including Tallahassee, FL with a reading of 24 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...A winter storm brought heavy snow and high winds to the southwestern U.S. Winds gusted to 60 mph at Lovelock, NV, Salt Lake City, UT, and Fort Carson, CO.  Snow fell at a rate of three inches per hour in the Lake Tahoe area of Nevada. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced large hail and damaging winds from northwest Florida to western South Carolina.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 75 mph at Floridatown, FL.  Sixteen cities across the northeastern quarter of the nation reported record high temperatures for the date.  The afternoon high of 78 degrees at Burlington, VT smashed their previous record for the date by 23 degrees.  New York City reported a record high of 82 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 16, 1843 -


a great northeast snowstorm swept from the Gulf of Mexico to Maine.  Natchez, Tennessee received 4 inches and Shelbyville, Tennessee received 21 inches.  Philadelphia and New York City each received 12 inches, and Concord, New Hampshire recorded 8 inches.


March 16, 1942 -


a widespread outbreak of tornadoes occurred across Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana.  25 tornadoes were of F2 intensity or greater.  75 fatalities occurred in Mississippi.  Baldwyn, Mississippi was hit by 2 tornadoes (one F4 and the other F3) only 35 minutes apart.  A violent (F5) tornado tore through Peoria and Marshall counties in Illinois, killing 7 and injuring 70.


March 16, 1986 -


a small tornado touched down perilously close to Disneyland in Anaheim, California.


March 16, 1987 -


a severe thunderstorm dumped huge hailstones, 4.5 inches in diameter, on Del Rio, Texas.  3 people were injured when hailstones crashed through a shopping mall skylight.

17 MARCH

· ...1892...A winter storm in southwestern and central Tennessee produced 26 inches of snow at Riddleton, and 18.5 inches at Memphis.  It was the deepest snow of record for those areas. (David Ludlum)

· ...1906...The temperature at Snake River, WY dipped to 50 degrees below zero, a record for the U.S. for the month of March. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders -1987)

· ...1987...A powerful spring storm produced severe thunderstorms over the Central Gulf Coast States, and heavy snow in the High Plains Region.  A tornado caused three million dollars damage at Natchez, MS, and six inches of rain in five hours caused five million dollars damage at Vicksburg, MS. Cactus, TX received 10 inches of snow.  Western Kansas reported blizzard conditions. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A winter storm produced heavy snow from the northeast Texas panhandle to the Ozark area of Missouri and Arkansas.  Up to fifteen inches of snow was reported in Oklahoma and Texas.  Snowfall totals in the Ozark area ranged up to 14 inches, with unofficial reports as high as 22 inches around Harrison, AR. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Strong northerly winds ushered snow and arctic cold into the north central U.S.  Winds gusted to 58 mph at Sydney, NE and Scottsbluff, NE.  Cadillac, MI received 12 inches of snow, and International Falls MN reported a record low of 22 degrees below zero. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Showers and thunderstorms associated with a slow moving cold front produced torrential rains across parts of the southeastern U.S. over a two day period.  Flooding claimed the lives of at least 22 persons, including thirteen in Alabama.  Up to 16 inches of rain deluged southern Alabama, with 10.63 inches reported at Mobile, AL in 24 hours.  The town of Elba, AL was flooded with 6 to 12 feet of water causing more than 25 million dollars damage, and total flood damage across Alabama exceeded 100 million dollars.  Twenty-six counties in the state were declared disaster areas. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 17, 1892 -


a winter storm in southwestern and central Tennessee produced 26 inches of snow at Riddleton, and 18.5 inches at Memphis - the deepest snow of record.


March 17, 1906 -


the temperature at Snake River, Wyoming dipped to 50 degrees below zero -- a record for the US for the month of March.


March 17, 1956 -


"St. Patrick's big snow" fell at Boston, Massachusetts.  Nearby Blue Hill observatory recorded 12.6 inches.


March 17, 1985 -


a strong (F3) tornado tore through Venice, Florida during the early morning hours.  55 homes were destroyed and 220 were damaged.  2 people were killed and 45 were injured.

18 MARCH

· ...1925...The great "Tri-State Tornado" occurred, the most deadly tornado in U.S. history.  The tornado claimed 695 lives (including 234 at Murphysboro, IL and 148 at West Frankfort, IL), and caused seventeen million dollars property damage.  It cut a swath of destruction 219 miles long and as much as a mile wide from east central Missouri to southern Indiana between 1 PM and 4 PM.  The tornado leveled a school in West Frankfort, IL, and picked up sixteen students setting them down unharmed 150 yards away.  Seven other tornadoes claimed an additional 97 lives that day. (David Ludlum)

· ...1971...High winds accompanied a low pressure system from the Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes.  Winds gusted to 100 mph at Hastings, NE, and reached 115 mph at Hays, KS.  High winds caused two million dollars damage in Kansas.  Fire burned 50,000 forest acres in eastern Oklahoma. (17th-19th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A storm in the central U.S. produced up to 10 inches of snow in western Nebraska, and up to six inches of rain in eastern sections of the state.  The heavy rains pushed the Elkhorn River out of its banks, submerging the streets of Inman under three feet of water. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Light rain and snow prevailed east of the Mississippi River.  Fair weather prevailed west of the Mississippi. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...A storm in the western U.S. produced heavy rain in California, with heavy snow in the Sierra Nevada Range.  Venado, CA was drenched with 5.40 inches of rain in 24 hours.  A dozen cities in the eastern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date, including Baltimore, MD with a reading of 82 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Heavy rain caused extensive flooding of rivers and streams in Georgia, with total damage running well into the millions.  Flooding also claimed six lives.  Nearly seven inches of rain caused 2.5 million dollars damage around Columbus, and up to nine inches of rain was reported over the northern Kinchafoonee Basin in Georgia. (Storm Data)


March 18, 1899 -


a tornado, rated F4, killed 12 people and injured 30 on a 17 mile track through Calhoun and Cleburne counties in Alabama.


March 18, 1914 -


San Francisco, California reached its highest temperature ever recorded in March.  The mercury rose to 86 degrees.


March 18, 1925 -


the 'Great Tri-state Tornado' tore a 219 mile path through Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana, resulting in the greatest US tornado disaster ever.  695 people were killed, the largest death toll from a single tornado in US history.  234 deaths occurred at Murphysboro, Illinois, the biggest death toll within a single city from a tornado on record.  At one point, the tornado was moving at a record setting 73 mph.  This tornado was easily an F5 on the Fujita scale with winds exceeding 260 mph.  Instead of occurring along a cold front or in a squall line, the tornado was closely associated with a surface low pressure area.  In all respects, it was a remarkable tornado and stands alone in its own class of tornadic events.


March 18, 1971 -


high winds accompanied a powerful low pressure system tracking from the Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes.  Winds gusted to 100 mph at Hastings, Nebraska and to 115 mph at Hays, Kansas.  High winds caused 2 million dollars in property damage in Kansas.

19 MARCH

· ...1950...Timberline Lodge reported 246 inches of snow on the ground, a record for the state of Oregon. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1935...Suffocating dust storms occurred frequently in southeastern Colorado between the 12th and the 25th of the month.  Six people died, and many livestock starved or suffocated.  Up to six feet of dust covered the ground.  Schools were closed, and many rural homes were deserted by tenants. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1956...The second heavy snowstorm in just three days hit Boston.  Nearby Blue Hill received 19.5 inches contributing to their snowiest March of record. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...A storm in the western U.S. produced rain and snow from the northern and central Pacific coast to the northern and central Rockies.  Heavier snowfall totals included 13 inches at Clear Creek, UT, 12 inches at Snow Camp, CA and Glacier Park, MT, and 10 inches at Kayenta, AZ.  Wind gusts reached 54 mph at Winslow, AZ. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Seven cities in California and Nevada reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 80s and lower 90s.  Los Angeles, CA reported a record high of 89 degrees.  Five cities in south central Texas reported record lows, including El Paso, with a reading of 22 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Six cities reported new record low temperatures for the date as cold arctic air settled into the Upper Midwest for Palm Sunday, including Marquette, MI with a reading of 11 degrees below zero. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Rather wintry weather in the eastern U.S. replaced the 80 degree weather of the previous week.  Freezing temperatures were reported in northern sections of the Gulf Coast States, and snow began to whiten the Northern and Central Appalachians.  Up to eight inches of snow was reported in western Virginia. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)


March 19, 1948 -


an F4 tornado moved through Fosterburg, Bunker Hill, and Gillespie, Illinois, killing 33 people and injuring 449.  2000 buildings in bunker hill were damaged or destroyed.  Total damage was 3.6 million dollars.


March 19, 1956 -


New England had its second heavy snowstorm in 3 days.  20 inches piled up at Putnam, Connecticut, 19.5 inches fell at Blue Hill Observatory in Milton, Massachusetts, and Boston, Massachusetts recorded 13 inches.  Traffic was paralyzed.  This storm made a contribution to the snowiest march ever in southern New England (until 1993).


March 19, 1984 -


a major winter storm produced blizzard conditions in northwestern Kansas and southern Nebraska.  This storm, which began affecting the region on the 18th, dumped 10 to 20 inches of snow over the above mentioned areas.  A severe ice storm occurred in northeastern Kansas with 1 inch ice accumulations common.  The 1400 foot radio tower for KLDH-TV near Topeka buckled and then collapsed from the weight of a 3 inch coating of ice.  This ice storm ranks as one of the worst ever to hit Kansas.

20 MARCH

· ...1924...A late winter storm in Oklahoma produced nearly a foot of snow at Oklahoma City and at Tulsa. (David Ludlum)

· ...1948...The city of Juneau received 31 inches of snow in 24 hours, a record for the Alaska capitol. (20th-21st) (David Ludlum)

· ...1984...A severe three day winter storm came to an end over the Central Plains.  The storm produced up to twenty inches of snow in Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas, and left a thick coat of ice from eastern Kansas across northwestern Missouri into Iowa. (Storm Data)

· ...1987...A storm produced blizzard conditions in Wyoming and eastern Nebraska, and severe thunderstorms in central Nebraska.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 12 inches at Glenrock, WY and Chadron, NE.  Thunderstorms in central Nebraska produced wind gusts to 69 mph at Valentine, and wind gusts to 76 mph at Bartley. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Squalls in the Great Lakes Region left up to eight inches of new snow on the ground in time for the official start of spring.  Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the western U.S.  Seven cities reported new record high temperatures for the date, including Tucson, AZ with a reading of 89 degrees.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Snow and high winds created blizzard conditions in western Kansas to usher in the official start of the spring season.  Thunderstorms produced severe weather from east Texas to Alabama and northwest Florida, with nearly fifty reports of large hail and damaging winds during the afternoon and evening hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...The northeastern U.S. was in the midst of a snowstorm as spring officially began at 4:19 PM.  Snowfall totals in the Green Mountains of Vermont ranged up to thirty inches, and up to 15 inches of snow was reported in the Catskills and Adirondacks of eastern New York State.  Totals in eastern Pennsylvania ranged up to 12 inches at Armenia Mountain.  The storm resulted in one death, and forty-nine injuries. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 20, 1924 -


a late season winter storm in Oklahoma produced nearly a foot of snow at Oklahoma City and Tulsa.


March 20, 1948 -


an F3 tornado tracked through Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City and destroyed 52 aircraft.  More than 10 million dollars damage was done making this the costliest tornado on record up to the time in Oklahoma.


March 20, 1948 -


31 inches of snow fell in 24 hours at Juneau for the heaviest 24 hour snowfall ever at Alaska's capitol.


March 20, 1958 -


a coastal storm dumped heavy, wet snow fell in southeastern Pennsylvania and Maryland.  38 inches fell at Morgantown in 24 hours with 50 inches in 3 days which is a Pennsylvania state record.  Mt. Airy, Maryland was buried under 33 inches while Allentown, Pennsylvania checked in with 20 inches.

21 MARCH

· ...1932...A tornado swarm occurred in the Deep South.  Between late afternoon and early the next morning severe thunderstorms spawned 31 tornadoes in Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Tennessee.  The tornadoes killed 334 persons and injured 1784 others. Northern Alabama was hardest hit.  Tornadoes in Alabama killed 286 persons and caused five million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1952...Severe thunderstorms spawned thirty-one tornadoes across Arkansas, Tennessee, Missouri, Mississippi, Alabama and Kentucky.  The tornadoes killed 343 persons and caused 15 million dollars damage.  Arkansas and Tennessee each reported thirteen tornadoes.  The towns of Judsonia, AR and Henderson, TN were nearly wiped off the map in what proved to be the worst tornado outbreak of record for Arkansas.  A tornado, one and a half miles wide at times, left a church the only undamaged building at Judsonia. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A winter storm in the Northern High Plains Region produced blizzard conditions in western South Dakota.  Winds gusted to 70 mph at Rapid City, SD, and snowfall totals ranged up to 20 inches at Lead, SD.  The high winds produced snow drifts six feet high. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Bitterly cold weather prevailed across the northeastern U.S.  Portland, ME reported their coldest spring day of record with a morning low of 5 above, and an afternoon high of just 21 degrees.  Marquette, MI reported a record low of 15 degrees below zero. (The National Weather Summary) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1989...Snow blanketed the northeastern U.S. early in the day, with six inches reported at Rutland, VT.  Morning and afternoon thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds from southwestern Mississippi to southwest Georgia. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...The first full day of spring was a cold one for the eastern U.S.  Freezing temperatures damaged 62 percent of the peach crop in upstate South Carolina, and 72 percent of the peach crop in the ridge area of South Carolina.  Elkins, WV, which a week earlier reported a record high of 82 degrees, was the cold spot in the nation with a morning low of 16 degrees. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)


March 21, 1932 -


a severe tornado outbreak occurred from Mississippi eastward to South Carolina northward to Indiana.  36 tornadoes were rated F2 or greater on the Fujita scale with 10 violent (F4) tornadoes.  A total of 268 people were killed and over 2100 were injured.  Nearly all the deaths occurred in Alabama making this the worst tornado day in the state's history.


March 21, 1952 -


killer tornadoes ravaged Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, and Mississippi.  17 tornadoes were rated F2 or greater in intensity with 7 of those rated F4.  Judsonia and Bald Knob, Arkansas were hit by one of these F4 tornadoes.  50 people were killed and 325 were injured.  Damage was set at $3.5 million.  Another F4 tornado tore up Bolivar and Henderson, Tennessee with 38 killed and 157 injured.  A total of 202 people were killed and 1226 were injured in this outbreak.


March 21, 1992 -


intense snow squalls associated with a stalled cold front and a "norlun" instability trough buried Kennebunkport, Maine under 14 inches of snow in only 4 hours.  Goose Rocks Beach reported an amazing two feet in the same time period.  Portland, Maine recorded 4 inches of snow in just one hour with a total of 11.4 inches.  Nearly 6 inches of snow fell in one hour in the Beverly, Massachusetts area, resulting in a 27 car pile up on route 128 and the closing down of the route for 1.5 hours.

22 MARCH

· ...1920...A spectacular display of the Northern Lights was visible as far south as Bradenton, FL, El Paso, TX, and Fresno, CA.  At Detroit, MI, the display was described "so brilliant as to blot out all stars below first magnitude". (22nd-23rd) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1936...A great flood crested on rivers from Ohio to Maine.  The flood claimed 107 lives and caused 270 million dollars property damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1954...Six to ten inch rains caused the Chicago River to overflow its banks. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...An intense storm produced heavy snow in the southern and central Rockies, and high winds from southern California to West Texas.  Wolf Creek Pass, CO received 24 inches of snow, and winds gusted to 69 mph at Ruidoso, NM.  Blizzard conditions were reported in eastern Colorado. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Rain and high winds battered the Northern Pacific Coast Region, with wind gusts to 78 mph at Ocean Shores, WA.  The high winds uprooted trees and down power lines.  Ten cities in the northeastern U.S. reported new record low temperatures for the date.  Eight cities in the central U.S. reported record highs.  Southerly winds gusting to 60 mph helped push the mercury at Ottumwa, IA to a record warm reading of 83 degrees. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Six cities in the Great Lakes Region, and three in southern Texas, reported new record low temperatures for the date, including Alpena, MI with a reading of 9 above zero, and Brownsville, TX with a reading of 38 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...A surge of arctic air kept temperatures in the teens and 20s during the day in the north central U.S., and heavy snow fell over parts of Montana.  Record warmth was reported in the western U.S., and in Alaska.  Phoenix, AZ reported a record high of 94 degrees, and the town of Barrow, located along the arctic coast of Alaska, reported a record high of 20 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)


March 22, 1936 -


great floods were at their crest on rivers from Maine to Ohio.  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania reached 6.1 feet, Harrisburg hit 3.5 feet, and Hartford hit 8.6 feet, a depth greater than ever before.  107 lives were lost and damage was placed at $270 million.


March 22, 1977 -


a blockbuster coastal storm lashed New York and New England.  Norfolk, Connecticut was buried under 33 inches of snow.  24 inches was reported at Pittsfield, Massachusetts and 18 inches piled up at Gardner, Massachusetts.  Snow amounts exceeded 30 inches in the Catskills in southeastern New York.  3 to 5 inches of rain deluged south coastal New England and wind gusts reached 60 to 90 mph.  A 450 foot radio tower in Framingham, Massachusetts was toppled by the high winds.

23 MARCH

· ...1913...A vicious tornado hit the city of Omaha, NE.  The tornado struck during the late afternoon on Easter Sunday, and in just twelve minutes cut a swath of total destruction five miles long and two blocks wide across the city killing 94 persons and causing 3.5 million dollars property damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1916...Pocatello, ID received a record 14.6 inches of snow in 24 hours. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A blizzard raged across western Kansas, and the panhandle of Texas and Oklahoma.  Pampa, TX received 21 inches of snow, and winds gusted to 78 mph at Dodge City, KS, Altus OK.  Governor Hayden declared forty-six counties in western Kansas a disaster area.  In southwest Kansas, the storm was described as the worst in thirty years. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms developing along a strong cold front spawned tornadoes near Roberts, ID and Bridger, MT.  Strong and gusty winds prevailed in the western U.S.  Wind gusts in the southwest part of Reno, NV reached 89 mph. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Charlotte, NC and Wilmington, NC reported rainfall records for the date as showers and thunderstorms prevailed in the southeastern U.S.  Freezing rain glazed parts of North Carolina and southern Virginia.  Gale force winds produced a heavy surf along the coast of North Carolina. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...An upper level storm system produced heavy snow in the Lower Missouri Valley.  Snowfall totals ranged up to nine inches at Kansas City, MO, with eight inches reported at Falls City, NE, Columbia, MO and Saint Louis, MO.  Thunderstorms produced heavy snow in the Kansas City area during the evening rush hour. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 23, 1765 -


a major snowstorm hit from Pennsylvania to Massachusetts.  From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania came this report: "On Sunday night last there came on here a very severe snowstorm, the wind blowing very high, which continued all the next day, when it is believed there fell the greatest quantity of snow that has been known for many years past; it being generally held to be two feet, or two feet and a half, on the level, and in some places deeper".


March 23, 1912 -


residents of Kansas City, Missouri began to dig out from a storm that dumped 25 inches for snow in 24 hours.  This snowfall total was nearly twice that of any other storm of modern record in Kansas City before or since that time.  A record 40 inches of snow fell during the month of March that year and the total of 67 inches for the winter season was also a record.  Olathe, Kansas received 37 inches of snow in the storm establishing a single storm record for the state.


March 23, 1913 -


an F4 tornado cut a devastating 1/4 mile wide swath through the western and northern part of Omaha, Nebraska.  The death toll was 94 and 600 homes were destroyed.


March 23, 1987 -


a 3 day snowstorm commenced over the central Plains.  It left amounts exceeding one foot in a south to north band from the Texas Panhandle to South Dakota.  Blizzard conditions prevailed with winds gusting to 78 mph at Dodge City, Kansas and Altus, Oklahoma.  Pampa, Texas was buried under 20 inches of snow, the worst in the area in at least 70 years.  24 inches of snow was recorded at Neligh, Nebraska.

24 MARCH

· ...1912...Residents of Kansas City began to dig out from a storm produced 25 inches of snow in 24 hours.  The snowfall total was nearly twice that of any other storm of modern record in Kansas City before or since that time.  A record 40 inches of snow fell during the month of March that year, and the total for the winter season of 67 inches was also a record.  By late February of that year Kansas City had received just six inches of snow.  Olathe, KS received 37 inches of snow in the snowstorm, establishing a single storm record for the state of Kansas. (23rd-24th) (The Kansas City Weather Almanac) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A winter-like storm in the central U.S. produced blizzard conditions from South Dakota to western Kansas.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 24 inches at Neligh, NE, with 19 inches at Winner, SD.  Winds gusting to 60 mph created twelve foot snow drifts in Nebraska stranding thousands on the highways.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms developing along a cold front produced severe weather from Minnesota to northeastern Texas.  The thunderstorms spawned ten tornadoes, including one which injured five persons near Raymondville, MO. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Low pressure off the coast of Virginia brought heavy rain to the Middle Atlantic Coast States, and heavy snow to the Northern Appalachians.  Cape Hatteras, NC was soaked with 5.20 inches of rain in 24 hours, and snowfall totals in Vermont ranged up to 12 inches.  Winds gusted to 52 mph at New York City. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...The storm system which produced heavy snow in the Lower Missouri Valley the previous day, spread heavy snow across parts of the Upper Ohio Valley and the Middle Atlantic Coast Region.  Snowfall totals of 2.2 inches at Philadelphia, PA and 2.4 inches at Atlantic City, NJ were records for the date.  Up to six inches of snow blanketed southern Ohio.  In the Middle Atlantic Coast Region, snow coated the blossoms of cherry trees which had bloomed in 80 degree weather the previous week. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)


March 24, 1983 -


record late snow fell in Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina.  Atlanta, Georgia measured 7.9 inches, Athens, Georgia recorded 8.7 inches, and Charlotte, North Carolina checked in with 10 inches.


March 24, 1993 -


what was to be called "the winter of the return of the big snows" continued to set records.  Boston, Massachusetts had 8.6 inches of snow on this day to push its monthly total to 38.9 inches which set a new march monthly snowfall record.  The old record was 33.0 inches set in 1916.  Boston's seasonal snowfall total now stood at 81.7 inches, the third snowiest winter season on record.

25 MARCH

· ...1843...A second great snowstorm hit the northeastern U.S.  The storm produced snow from Maine all the way to the Gulf of Mexico.  Natchez, MS received three inches of snow, and up to 15 inches buried eastern Tennessee.  Coastal Maine received 204 inches of snow that winter. (David Ludlum)

· ...1914...Society Hill, SC was buried under 18 inches of snow, establishing a state record. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1934...A spring storm produced 21 inches of snow at Amarillo, TX in 24 hours.  However, much of the snow melted as it fell, and as a result, the snow cover was never any deeper than 4.5 inches. (David Ludlum)

· ...1948...For the second time in less than a week airplanes were destroyed by a tornado at Tinker AFB in Oklahoma City, OK.  A March 20th tornado destroyed fifty planes at Tinker AFB causing more than ten million dollars damage, and the March 25th tornado destroyed another thirty-five planes causing six million dollars damage.  The first tornado struck without warning, and caused more damage than any previous tornado in the state of Oklahoma.  The second tornado was predicted by Fawbush and Miller of the United States Air Force, and their accurate tornado forecast ushered in the modern era of severe weather forecasting. (The Weather Channel) (Storm Data) (The National Severe Storms Forecast Center)

· ...1975...The town of Sandberg reported a wind gust to 101 mph, a record for the state of California. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Heavy rain left rivers and streams swollen in Kansas and Nebraska, causing considerable crop damage due to flooding of agricultural areas.  The Saline River near Wilson Reservoir in central Kansas reached its highest level since 1951.  March rainfall at Grand Island, NE exceeded their previous record of 5.57 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...An early season heat wave prevailed in the southwestern U.S.  The high of 93 degrees at Tucson, AZ was a new record for March.  Windy conditions prevailed across the central and eastern U.S.  Winds gusted to 60 mph at Minneapolis, MN, and reached 120 mph atop Rendezvous Peak, WY. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...A Pacific storm brought wet weather to much of the western third of the country, with heavy snow in some of the higher elevations.  La Porte, CA was drenched with 3.56 inches of rain in 24 hours.  Up to 24 inches of snow blanketed the Sierra Nevada Range. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Temperatures dipped below zero in the Northern Rocky Mountain Region.  Hardin, MT was the cold spot in the nation with a morning low of 10 degrees below zero.  Freezing drizzle was reported in the Southern Plains Region, with afternoon highs only in the 30s from the Southern High Plains to Missouri and Arkansas. (The National Weather Summary)


March 25, 1843 -


the second great northeast snowstorm of the season spread from the Gulf of Mexico to Maine.  3 inches of snow fell at Natchez, Mississippi and 15 inches fell in eastern Tennessee.  The storm contributed to a total 204 inch season total on the Maine coast.


March 25, 1934 -


a spring storm produced 21 inches of snow at Amarillo, Texas in 24 hours.  However, much of the snow melted as it fell and, as a result, the snow cover was never any deeper than 4.5 inches.


March 25, 1948 -


for the second time in less than a week, Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City was struck by a tornado rated F3 on the Fujita scale.  This time 35 aircraft were destroyed and damage totaled 6 million dollars.  The first tornado back on the 20th hit without warning but this second tornado was predicted by Fawbush and Miller of the United States Air Force and their accurate tornado forecast ushered in the modern era of severe weather forecasting.


March 25, 1992 -


severe thunderstorms moving through Lake, Orange, and Seminole counties in Florida dropped hailstones up to 4 inches in diameter and resulted in what is called "the most economically destructive force ever to hit the Orlando area" -- worse even than Hurricane Donna which struck Florida in 1960.  Damage totaled $60 million making this the costliest hailstorm ever in Florida, exceeding the damage done by another hailstorm which occurred only 19 days earlier on March 6th.  The nursery industry in southern Lake county and western Orange county was virtually shut down by the hailstorm.  Literally millions of glass panes were broken.


March 25, 1993 -


a severe thunderstorm produced hailstones up to 2 inches in diameter across the west, north, and northeast sections of Austin, Texas resulting in the worst and costliest hailstorm in the city's history.  An estimated 75 million dollars in damage was done to cars, roofs, skylights, greenhouses, and vegetation.  60 people were injured by the hail as they scrambled to protect the vehicles and other valuables.


March 25, 1995 -


the first of three big hailstorms of the spring struck the Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas area.  A severe thunderstorm moved across Dallas county, dumping hailstones up to 3 inches in diameter.  Total damage reached $80 million.

26 MARCH

· ...1913...The Ohio River Basin flood reached a peak.  Ten inch rains over a wide area of the Ohio River Basin inundated cities in Ohio, drowning 467 persons, and causing 147 million dollars damage.  The Miami River at Dayton reached a level eight feet higher than ever before.  The flood, caused by warm weather and heavy rains, was the second mostly deadly of record for the nation. (David Ludlum)

· ...1954...The temperature at Allaket, AK plunged to 69 degrees below zero. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1971...Parts of northern and central Georgia experienced their worst snow and ice storm since 1935.  Two day power outages ruined two million eggs at poultry hatches.  Two persons were killed when a tree landed on their car. (25th-26th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A cold front crossing the Plateau Region produced high winds in Utah causing some property damage.  Winds gusted to 51 mph at Salt Lake City. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Twenty cities in the southwestern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 73 degrees at Flagstaff, AZ, 90 degrees at Sacramento, CA, 95 degrees at Santa Maria, CA, 95 degrees at Los Angeles, CA, 99 degrees at Tucson, AZ, and 100 degrees at Phoenix, AZ set records for March. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...The "Easter Bunny" brought record warm temperatures to the central U.S. while such records were still welcome.  A dozen cities reported record warm readings, including Dodge City, KS with an afternoon high of 88 degrees.  Strong southerly winds gusted to 51 mph at Dodge City, and reached 55 mph at Salina, KS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Fair weather prevailed across the nation for the second day in a row.  Freezing temperatures were reported in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region in the wake of an early spring snowstorm.  Afternoon highs were again in the 70s and 80s in the southeastern U.S., and for the ninth day in a row, temperatures in the southwestern U.S. reached the 90s. (The National Weather Summary)


March 26, 1913 -


the Miami river in Ohio reached a record flood crest after 10 inches of rain deluged a wide area of the Ohio River Basin.  Severe flooding killed 467 people drown and total damage was 147 million dollars.  This flood was the second most deadly of record for the nation.


March 26, 1930 -


19.2 inches of snow fell at Chicago, Illinois in 2 days.  This is greatest modern snowfall on the record books at Chicago.


March 26, 1954 -


the temperature at Allakaket, Alaska, dropped to 69 degrees below zero.  This set a record for the lowest temperature ever for March.


March 26, 1983 -


a heavy snowstorm struck from eastern Nebraska to southwestern Minnesota.  A general 10 to 20 inches of snow fell.  Lyons, Nebraska recorded 24 inches.  The 13.3 inches that fell at Omaha, Nebraska set a new record for the heaviest spring snowfall on record.


March 26, 1988 -


20 cities in the southwest reported record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 73 degrees at Flagstaff, Arizona, 90 degrees at Sacramento, California, 95 at Santa Maria, California, 95 degrees at Los Angeles, California, 99 at Tucson, Arizona, and 100 at Phoenix, Arizona were records for March.

27 MARCH

· ...1890...An outbreak of tornadoes occurred in the Ohio Valley.  One of the tornadoes struck Louisville, KY killing 78 persons and causing four million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1950...A three day snowstorm in the High Plains Region finally came to an end.  The storm produced 34 inches of snow in 24 hours at Dumont, located in the Black Hills of South Dakota, and a total of 50 inches. (David Ludlum)

· ...1984...The temperature at Brownsville, TX soared to 106 degrees, and Cotulla, TX reached 108 degrees, equaling the March record for the U.S. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...The second blizzard in less than a week hit eastern Colorado and western Kansas.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 24 inches at San Isabel, CO.  Winds gusted to 50 mph at Goodland, KS.  The high winds piled snow into massive drifts, closing roads for days and killing thousands of cattle.  Snow drifts thirty feet high were reported in northwest Kansas. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Temperatures rose quickly, then dropped just as rapidly, in the central U.S.  Eight cities reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 80s.  In southeastern Colorado, the temperature at Lamar, CO reached 91 degrees.  Strong southerly winds gusted to 63 mph at Gage, OK.  Strong northwesterly winds, gusting to 61 mph at Goodland, KS, then proceeded to usher much colder air into the area. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Two tornadoes were reported, and there were 77 other reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Baseball size hail was reported at Willow, OK and Bartlesville, OK.  Twenty-six cities in the central and eastern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date, including Yankton, SD with a reading of 84 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Temperatures dipped into the teens and single numbers in the northeastern U.S.  Scranton, PA tied their record for the date with a morning low of 18 degrees.  Temperatures warmed into the 60s and lower 70s in the Pacific Northwest.  The afternoon high of 65 degrees at Astoria, OR equaled their record for the date. (The National Weather Summary)


March 27, 1890 -


75 people were killed in Louisville, Kentucky when an F4 tornado ripped through the city.  44 people were killed when the Falls City Hall was struck, making it one of the highest death tolls on record in a single building from a tornado.


March 27, 1950 -


a 3 day snowstorm in the high plains finally came to an end.  The storm produced 34 inches of snow in 24 hours at Dumont, located in the Black Hills of South Dakota and a total of 50 inches of snow in 3 days.


March 27, 1931 -


a blizzard which struck western Kansas and adjoining states was called the "worst since January 1888".  The low temperature of 3 degrees below zero which was reached during the blizzard stands as the coldest recorded so late in the season.


March 27, 1984 -


a strong storm system traversing northern Texas pulled very hot air northeastward into southern Texas.  Brownsville hit 106 degrees, which broke not only the monthly record high temperature but the all-time record as well.  Cotulla reached 108 degrees to tie the all-time record high for the month of March.


March 27, 1991 -


severe thunderstorms were widespread over the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys and the Great Lakes area with more than 300 reports of severe weather, including 28 tornadoes.  Four F3 tornadoes struck Michigan.  Another F3 tornado injured 18 people and did $12 million dollars in damage in the Nettle Lake area in Ohio.  Huge hailstones, 4.5 inches in diameter, fell at Portage, Michigan and a wind gust of 89 mph was recorded at Franklin, Wisconsin.


March 27, 1994 -


an F4 tornado tracked 50 miles through St. Clair, Calhoun, and Cherokee counties in Alabama, killing 22 people and injuring 150.  20 people were killed when the tornado destroyed the Goshen United Methodist Church in Cherokee County.

28 MARCH

· ...1917...Thane Creek, AK reported a snow cover of 190 inches. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1920...The worst tornado disaster of record occurred in Chicago, IL as a tornado killed 28 persons and caused three million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1984...A violent outbreak of tornadoes hit the Carolinas.  Thunderstorms spawned 22 tornadoes during the late afternoon and evening hours which killed 57 persons and injured 1248 others.  Nearly half the deaths occurred in mobile homes.  A tornado from near Tatum, SC to southern Cumberland County, NC was 2.5 miles in width at times. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A blizzard raged from southern Nebraska to central Iowa.  Snowfall totals ranged up to 17 inches at Blue Hill, NE.  Winds gusted to 68 mph at Carroll, IA.  High winds produced snow drifts twenty feet high in western Iowa, and produced wind chill readings as cold as 30 degrees below zero in Nebraska.  The snowfall total of 9.4 inches at Omaha, NE was a record for the date. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Severe thunderstorms in central Oklahoma produced hail up to four inches in diameter causing 35 million dollars in southern Oklahoma County.  Baseball size hail and seven inches of rain caused another eighteen million dollars damage in Stephens County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed from the Southern and Central Plains to the Atlantic coast.  Eighteen cities reported new record high temperatures for the date.  The afternoon high of 81 degrees at Beckley, WV was a record for March, and the high of 90 degrees in downtown Baltimore, MD tied their March record. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...A storm system brought heavy snow to the west central and southern mountains of Wyoming, and high winds to the Wasatch Mountains of northern Utah.  Snowfall totals in Wyoming ranged up to ten inches at the Snowy Ski Range Area, and the storm pushed the snowfall total for the month at Cheyenne above 37 inches, surpassing their previous record for March of 35 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 28, 1920 -


20 people were killed and 300 were injured as an F4 tornado ripped through Will and Cook counties in Illinois.  Total damage was 2 million dollars.


March 28, 1945 -


a record heat wave hit the northeast, bringing temperatures of 90 degrees in Rhode Island and 91 degrees in New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland.


March 28, 1980 -


although springtime was starting in the Rocky Mountains, the snow just kept on coming! One foot or more of snow fell over portions of eastern Colorado, southwest Nebraska, northwest Kansas and southeastern Wyoming.  Winds reached 40 mph and Valentine, Nebraska received 13 inches of snow.  North Platte, Nebraska checked in with 15 inches.


March 28, 1984 -


severe thunderstorms in the southeastern US spawned 36 tornadoes which tore paths of devastation across the Carolinas during the afternoon and evening hours killing 59 people and injuring 1248 others.  One tornado near Tatum, South Carolina, an F4 on the Fujita scale, was 2.5 miles wide at one point.  This outbreak was the worst in the area in 60 years.


March 28, 1987 -


the second blizzard in less than a week was in progress across the central plains.  16 inches of snow was recorded at Blue Hill, Nebraska and 14 inches piled up at Omaha, Nebraska.  12 to 18 inches of snow was common across northwestern Kansas.  Winds gusting up to 70 mph whipped drifts 20 to 30 feet high in some places.  The storm took a great toll on cattle as well.


March 28, 1988 -


severe thunderstorms unloaded hail up to 4 inches in diameter in the Oklahoma City area.  1500 new cars at a General Motors plant were totaled.  Several large aircraft were heavily damaged at Tinker Air Force Base.  Damage in Oklahoma county alone totaled 35 million


March 28, 1992 -


1.6 inches of snow fell on this date at Syracuse, New York.  This brought the seasonal snowfall total to 162.8 inches which set a new all-time seasonal snowfall record for the location.  The old seasonal record was 162.0 inches set back in the winter of 1989-90


March 28, 1996 -


Williamsport, Pennsylvania recorded .8 inches of snow on this day to bring its seasonal snowfall total to 83.9 inches -- the city's snowiest winter ever.

29 MARCH

· ...1886...Atlanta, GA was drenched with a record 7.36 inches of rain in 24 hours. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1920...Clear Spring, MD received 31 inches of snow in 24 hours to establish a state record. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1921...The temperature in Washington, DC dropped from 82 degrees to 26 degrees thus ending an early spring. (David Ludlum)

· ...1935...A severe duststorm blanketed Amarillo, TX for 84 hours.  During one six hour period the visibility was near zero. (28th-31st) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1945...Providence, RI hit 90 degrees to establish a March record for the New England area. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms spawned tornadoes in Mississippi, and produced high winds and heavy rain in Louisiana.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 92 mph at Houma, LA, and caused a million dollars damage in Terrebonne Parish.  Avondale, LA was deluged with 4.52 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Severe thunderstorms in the Lower Mississippi Valley spawned a tornado which injured two persons at Bunkie, LA, and produced high winds which down a large tree onto a trailer at Bastrop, LA claiming the life of one child and injuring another. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced torrential rains in northeastern Texas and southwestern Arkansas.  Longview, TX reported 14.16 inches of rain.  More than eleven inches of rain at Henderson, TX caused a dam to give way, and people left stranded in trees had to be rescued by boat. Total damage in northeastern Texas was estimated at 10 to 16 million dollars. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather in southeastern Texas and southern Louisiana.  Thunderstorms spawned seven tornadoes, including one which injured seven persons at Gray, LA.  Thunderstorms also produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 70 mph at Port O’Connor, TX, and produced up to six inches of rain in Beauregard Parish, LA. (Storm Data)


March 29, 1879 -


the temperature at Los Angeles, California climbed to 99 degrees, which is 3 degrees higher than any other March day had ever reached in the city.


March 29, 1920 -


Clear Spring, Maryland received 31 inches of snow in 24 hours to establish a state record.


March 29, 1921 -


Washington, DC had a sharp temperature drop from 82 degrees to 29 degrees.  This put an abrupt end to an early "false spring" in the nation's capitol.


March 29, 1942 -


the "Palm Sunday snowstorm" buried Baltimore, Maryland under 22 inches of snow in 24 hours.  This was the heaviest 24 hour snowfall ever for the city for the month of March as well as the heaviest snow for so late in the season.


March 29, 1980 -


heavy rains produced mudslides in Natchez, Mississippi.  The slides covered two buildings on silver street, killing 3 people and injuring 4.


March 29, 1984 -


a savage "nor'easter" battered New England.  The central pressure of the low dropped to 963 millibars over the Atlantic east of New Jersey.  Winds gusted to 108 mph at Blue Hill Observatory in Milton, Massachusetts and to 97 mph at Martha's Vineyard.  8 to 16 inches of heavy wet snow fell in interior southern New England.  Numerous thunderstorms also accompanied this spring blizzard.  One thunderstorm produced a microburst at Southborough, Massachusetts which flattened about 5 acres of red pines -- a most unusual occurrence for a nor'easter.


March 29, 1989 -


a stalled line of thunderstorms produced heavy rains and flash flooding in northeastern Texas.  13.25 inches fell at Longview.  More than 70 bridges were washed out or damaged beyond repair.


March 29, 1992 -


a severe thunderstorm dumped 0.73 inches of rain in a little over an hour at the National Weather Service office in San Antonio, Texas.  This brought the march rainfall to 6.11 inches and this set a new monthly record for rainfall in March.  The old record was 5.91 inches set back in 1921.


March 29, 1996 -


2.9 inches of snow on this day at Newark, New Jersey brought its seasonal snowfall to 77.7 inches.  This broke the old seasonal snowfall record of 75.2 inches that had stood for 128 years.

30 MARCH

· ...1823...A great Northeast storm with hurricane force winds raged from Pennsylvania to Maine.  The storm was most severe over New Jersey with high tides, uprooted trees, and heavy snow inland. (David Ludlum)

· ...1899...A storm which buried Ruby, CO under 141 inches of snow came to an end.  Ruby was an old abandoned mining town on the Elk Mountain Range in the Crested Butte area. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1977...Hartford, CT hit 87 degrees to establish a record for the month of March. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A storm spread heavy snow across the Ohio Valley and Lower Great Lakes Region.  Cleveland, OH received sixteen inches of snow in 24 hours, their second highest total of record.  Winds gusting to 50 mph created 8 to 12 foot waves on Lake Huron.  The storm also ushered unseasonably cold air into the south central and southeastern U.S., with nearly one hundred record lows reported in three days. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A winter-like storm developed in the Central Rockies.  Snowfall totals in Utah ranged up to 15 inches at the Brian Head Ski Resort, and winds in Arizona gusted to 59 mph at Show Low. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along and ahead of a slow moving cold front produced large hail and damaging winds at more than fifty locations across the southeast quarter of the nation, and spawned a tornado which injured eleven persons at Northhampton, NC. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Low pressure produced heavy snow in central Maine and northern New Hampshire, with up to eight inches reported in Maine.  A slow moving Pacific storm system produced 18 to 36 inches of snow in the southwestern mountains of Colorado in three days.  Heavier snowfall totals included 31 inches at Wolf Creek Pass and 27 inches at the Monarch Ski Area. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)


March 30, 1899 -


a storm which buried Ruby, Colorado under 141 inches of snow finally came to an end.  Ruby was an old mining town located in the Elk Mountain range in the Crested Butte area.


March 30, 1987 -


a low pressure area spread heavy snow across the Ohio Valley and lower Great Lakes region.  Cleveland, Ohio recorded 16 inches of snow in 24 hours -- their second highest total of record.  Winds gusting to 50 mph created 8 to 12 foot waves on Lake Huron and the storm ushered in unseasonably cold air into the south central and southeastern US with nearly 100 record lows in 3 days.

31 MARCH

· ...1890...Saint Louis, MO received 20 inches of snow in 24 hours.  It was the worst snowstorm of record for the St Louis. (David Ludlum)

· ...1954...The temperature at Rio Grande City, TX hit 108 degrees, which for thirty years was a U.S. record for the month of March. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1962...A tornado struck the town of Milton, FL killing 17 persons and injuring 100 others.  It was the worst tornado disaster in Florida history. (David Ludlum)

· ...1973...A devastating tornado took a nearly continuous 75 mile path through north central Georgia causing more than 113 million dollars damage, the highest total of record for a natural disaster in the state. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...March went out like a lion in the northeastern U.S.  A slow moving storm produced heavy snow in the Lower Great Lakes Region, and heavy rain in New England.  Heavy rain and melting snow caused catastrophic flooding along rivers and streams in Maine and New Hampshire.  Strong southerly winds ahead of the storm gusted to 62 mph at New York City, and reached 87 mph at Milton MA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...March went out like a lion in eastern Colorado.  A winter-like storm produced 42 inches of snow at Lake Isabel, including 20 inches in six hours.  Fort Collins reported 15 inches of snow in 24 hours.  Winds gusted to 80 mph at Centerville, UT.  Albuquerque, NM received 14 inches of snow. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Afternoon thunderstorms produced severe weather from North Carolina to Pennsylvania.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 76 mph at Cape Henry, VA.  While squalls blanketed northwest Pennsylvania with up to 9 inches of snow, thunderstorms in eastern Pennsylvania produced golf ball size hail at Avondale. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...The month of March went out just as it came in, like a lamb.  Marquette, MI, which started the month with a record high of 52 degrees, equaled their record for the date with a reading of 62 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)


March 31, 1890 -


St. Louis, Missouri was buried under 20 inches of snow in 24 hours, making this snowstorm the worst in history for the St. Louis area.


March 31, 1933 -


37 people were killed and 170 were injured as an F4 tornado moved through Jones, Jasper, Clarke counties in Mississippi.


March 31, 1954 -


the temperature at Rio Grande City, Texas hit 108 degrees.  This is the highest temperature ever recorded in the United States for the month of March.


March 31, 1962 -


the worst tornado disaster in Florida's history occurred when an F3 tornado ripped through Milton, in the northwestern section of the panhandle.  17 people were killed, 100 were injured, and damage was set at $1.5 million.


March 31, 1992 -


Seattle, Washington closed out its first snowless winter ever (November through March).

Las Vegas, Nevada recorded 4.80 inches of rain during the past month which set 2 records -- the wettest March ever (old record 1.83 inches set in 1973) and the wettest month ever (old record 3.39 inches in September 1939).  Also, the normal yearly rainfall for the city is only 4.19 inches!!

