MAY HISTORIC WEATHER EVENTS

From records of Aviation Weather Center, Kansas City 

(http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/wxfact/may.html) and Intellicast  1997.

From The Weather Doctor http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/almanac/diarymay.htm

Significant Weather Events

Canada

1 May 1988, Vancouver, British Columbia: A small tornado races through the eastern sections of Greater Vancouver.

4 May 1971, St-Jean-Vianney, Quebec: Tragedy strikes the village of St-Jean-Vianney, when heavy rains caused a sinkhole 600 m (1800 ft) wide and 30 m (92 ft) deep to appear in a residential area. The crater/mudslide killed 31 people and swallowed up 35 homes, a bus and several cars. 

5 May 1945, Yukon River, Yukon: The US Air Forces vainly attempts to destroy ice jam near Bishop Rock with 33 250-kg bombs and 44 50-kg bombs.

12 May 2000, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario: A strong, two-minute downburst slams into Niagara-on-the-Lake, bringing hail, 140 km/h (85 mph) winds and 40 to 50 mm (1.6-2.0 inches) of rain. The storm disrupts a performance at the Shaw Festival and knocks out power to the floral clock in nearby Queenston. 

14 May 2001, Halifax, Nova Scotia: A storm stalled south of Nova Scotia drenchs Halifax with 98.7 mm (3.89 inches), the greatest daily May rainfall since records began in 1871.

14-15 May 1986, Southern Alberta: Late season blizzard whips knee-deep snow on 80 km/h (50 mph) winds. Considered worst Spring snowstorm in Alberta history.

17 May 1998, Dryden and Fort Francis, Ontario: Hail the size of tennis balls pelt two northwestern Ontario communities in a 5-minute blitz. Much damage to auto glass and house roofs.

18 May 1950, Winnipeg, Manitoba: 100,000 people evacuated as the Red River crests at 9.2 metres (30.3 ft) above normal water level. Flood waters damage 5,000 homes and buildings.

19 May 2001, Between Red Deer and Calgary, Alberta: Drivers face blackout conditions, as the wind whips topsoil off farmers' fields over the roads, reducing visibility. A blinding wall of soil contributes to a 15-car pileup near Carstairs. Two hours later, a freak snowstorm pounds Calgary, changing blackouts to whiteouts.

18 May 1999, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan: Three tornadoes approach close to the western limits of Saskatoon.

21 May 1953, Lambton and Middlesex Counties, Ontario: Tornadoes rage across southwestern Ontario leaving five dead and property damage of $8 million in the Sarnia region.

26 May 2001, St John's, Newfoundland: The 2000-2001 snowfall season finally comes to an end in St John's, during which time a grand total of 648.4 cm (255.3 inches) of snow fell. The total snow, which broke a century-old mark, is estimated to have weighed 500 million tonnes! 

29 May 1914, St Lawrence River, 300 km from Quebec City: Shallow river fog contributes to the collision of the CP Liner Empress of Ireland and a Norwegian coal ship, The Storstad. The liner sinks in 25 minutes drowning 1,024 passengers. 

29 May 1986, Montreal, Quebec: Hailstones up to 8 cm (3.2 inches) in diameter pound South Shore causing over $65 million in damage.

30 May, 1961, Buffalo Gap, Saskatchewan: Thunderstorm drops over 250 mm (10 inches) of rain in less than an hour, breaking long drought.

31 May 1973, Eureka, Northwest Territories: Canada's sunniest month ends as Eureka records 621 hours of sunshine.

31 May 1985, Barrie, Ontario region: Swarm of tornadoes leave 8 dead, 155 injured and $100 million in damage.

United States

1-2 May 1935, Minneapolis, Minnesota: Snow, ice and sleet blanket parts of southeast Minnesota. Minneapolis receives 3 inches (7.5 cm) of snow.

3 May 1982, Kanab, Utah: Sinbad the Sailor, the horse which US President Ronald Reagan's rode in the Death Valley Days TV show, is struck by lightning and killed .

3 May 2001, Portland, Maine: Maximum temperature reaches 92 °F (33.3 °C) destroying the old record of 74 °F (23.3 °C) set in 1969. The airport station also set the warmest low and warmest average with temperatures of 57 °F (13.9 °C) and 75 °F (23.9 °C), respectively

6 May 1937, Lakehurst, New Jersey: The Hindenburg Disaster; was weather to blame for infamous Zeppelin fire? Thunderstorms reported in area delay docking for two hours .

6 May 1999, Orlando, Florida: Double record day in Orlando. High temperature reaches 94 °F (34.4 °C) and late day cloudburst dumps short-period record rainfall of 1.21 inches (30.7mm) of rain.

8 May 1784, Winnsborough, South Carolina: Deadly hailstorm in South Carolina hits the town of Winnsborough. The hailstones, measuring as much as nine inches ( 22.9 cm) in circumference, killed several persons, and a great number of sheep, lambs and birds.

10 May 1905, Snyder, Oklahoma: A deadly tornado hits the town of Snyder killing 87 persons and leveling 100 homes. The large, violent tornado kills 97 persons along its 40-mile (64 km) path across southwestern Oklahoma.

13 May 1930, Lubbock, Texas: A severe hailstorm kills a man caught in an open field northwest of Lubbock TX. It was the first authenticated death by hail in U.S. weather records. 

15 May 1968, Anchorage, Alaska: Only tornado of record to have ever touched down in Alaska strikes near Anchorage 

17 May 1979, Mauna Kea, Hawaii: All time record low for the state of 12 °F (-11 °C) is observed at Mauna Kea Observatory.

19 May 1780, New England States: A smoky blackness settles over New England, possibly due to massive forest fires burning in western states. It is so dark that by noon, people have to light candles and lamps to see.

19 May 1955, Lake Maloya, New Mexico: Lake Maloya records 11.28 inches (28.65 cm) of rain in 24 hours, the state record. 

20 May 1916, 1917, 1918, Codell, Kansas: Codell is hit by a tornado on May 20th for three consecutive years. Each successive one is more damaging. The tornadoes are estimated to be F2, F3 and F4 respectively on the Fujita Scale.

21 May 1860, Ohio Valley: A swarm of tornadoes strike the cities of Louisville, Kentucky, Cincinnati, Ohio, Chillicothe, Ohio, and Marietta, Ohio, causing an estimated million dollars in damage.

24 May 1894, Kentucky: Second major snowfall in less than a week whitens parts of Kentucky.

27 May 1896, St Louis, Missouri: Massive tornado strikes Saint Louis killing 306 persons and causing thirteen million dollars damage. The tornado path is short, but cut across a densely populated area. The tornado was the most destructive of record in the U.S. up until that time.

28-29 May 1877, Yuma Arizona: Two-day long sandstorm blasts Yuma.

31 May 1889, Johnstown, Pennsylvania: Great flash flood kills over 2200 residents as dam bursts.

World

May 1141, Wellesbourne in Warwickshire, Britain: The earliest known severe hailstorm in Britain strikes, one or more fatalities may have been caused by hail.

1 May 1986, China: 1986 - Hailstones up to 5 kg (11 lb) are reported in China. 16 people are killed and 125 injured.

5 May 1993, Mongolia and Northwest China: Four-day sandstorm rages on hurricane-force winds. Reports of 47 deaths come from Sansu Province. As many as 300,000 head of livestock die in Inner Mongolia.

8 May 1360, Chartres, France: Thousands are reported killed in severe hailstorm.

9 May 1978, Tummel Bridge, (Tayside) Great Britain: Greatest 24-hour temperature range in Britain: 29 °C (52.2 °F), from -7 °C (19.4 °F) to 22 °C (71.6 °F) 

9 May 1990, Coastal India: Cyclone hits India, killing 1000 people. Storm surge measured at 6.7 m (22 ft).

10 May 1899, Hondo Coal Mine, Mexico (100 miles south of Eagle Pass, Texas): Tornado strikes coal mine, killing 22 and tossing coal cars over 100 yards (91 metres).

12 May 1916, Plumb Point, Jamaica: 452 mm (17.80 inches) of rain falls in 15 minutes to set a world record.

13 May 1996, Tangail, Bangladesh: Several towns near Tangail (northwest of Dhaka) are levelled by a large tornado that lasted about 20 minutes. The final death toll exceeds 1,000, with 34,000 injuries and 100,000 are left homeless.

15–24 May 1951, The Bahamas: Hurricane Able does loop-the-loop north of the Bahamas and reaches Category 3 strength off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.

17–21 May 1887, Cuba and The Bahamas: Early season tropical storm rakes Cuba and The Bahamas.

19 May 1257, Windsor to St Albans, England: On St. Dunstan's Day, a tornado travels from Windsor to St Albans is described as a "marvellous sore tempest of weather, the air being darkened on every side from the four corners thereof, and withal chanced such a thunder as few the like had been heard." 

20 May 1729, Bexhill, Sussex, England: A waterspout moves on land at Bexhill and becomes a tornado. The tornado levels many buildings along its path of destruction, 19 km (12 miles) long and on average 342 metres (380 yards) wide. 

20 May 1857, Baghdad, (present day Iraq): A dust storm blows all day, and then at about 5 pm, a darkness set in "deeper than the darkest night", terrorizing local residents.

20 May 1999, Southeastern Pakistan: A devastating cyclone, packing winds of up to 270 km/h (170 mph) and a high storm surge, strikes the Sindh Province in southern Pakistan. Some 600 villages are devastated and more than 400 people die.

21 May 1950, Great Britain: A tornado touches down at Little London (Buckinghamshire) and tracks 107.1 km (67 mi) to Coveney (Cambridgeshire). From there it continues as a funnel cloud, another 52.6 km (32.9 mi) to Shipham (Norfolk) where it disappearing out across the North Sea. 

22-24 May 1948, Dominican Republic: A rare early season hurricane strikes the Island of Hispanola, killing an estimated 80 people.

31 May 1911, Southeastern England: Violent Derby Day thunderstorms kill four horses on Epsom Downs. Local flooding/landslides, lightning, and gusts inflict damage across lowland England. Seventeen people are killed in the London area.

MAY HISTORIC WEATHER EVENTS

Check 10 May 1990...

From records of Aviation Weather Center, Kansas City

(http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/wxfact/may.html) and Intellicast 1 May 1997.

1 MAY

...1854...After 66 hours of steady rain, the Connecticut River reached a level of nearly twenty-nine feet (28 feet 10.5 inches) at Hartford, CT (the highest level of record up until that time).  The record height was reached in the midst of a great New England flood which followed sixty-six hours of steady rain.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1883...At Cape Lookout, NC, a storm tide swept over the island drowning sheep and cattle.  (Intellicast)

  ...1895...An F5 tornado nearly one mile wide cut a 22 mile path through Sedgwick and Harvey Counties in Kansas.  8 people were killed and 25 were injured.  25 farms were "completely devastated" and a few "entirely vanished".  (Intellicast)

  ...1933...The most deadly tornado in Louisiana's history struck Minden.  Twenty eight people were killed and 400 were injured.  500 homes were damaged or destroyed with 1.3 million dollars in damage.  The tornado reportedly sounded like "mad lions on a speeding train".  (Intellicast)

  ...1935...Snow, ice and sleet brought winter back to parts of southeast Minnesota.  Minneapolis received three inches of snow to tie their May record which was established in 1892.  (1st-2nd) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1954...The temperature at Polebridge, MT dipped to 5 degrees below zero to establish a state record for the month of May.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1967...A full blizzard was in progress across the Dakotas.  Wind gusts reached 70 mph at Dickinson, ND.  16 inches of snow fell at Lemmon, SD and 30 inches was reported in the Northern Black Hills.  Frequent vivid lightning displays also accompanied this storm.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms produced large hail and heavy rain in Texas.  Baseball size hail pounded Dublin, and 3.75 inches of rain soaked Brady.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Strong southerly winds ahead of a cold front crossing the Rocky Mountain Region gusted to 90 mph at Lamar, CO.  High winds created blinding dust storms in eastern Colorado, closing roads around Limon.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms produced heavy rain in the southeastern U.S.  Rainfall totals of 1.84 inches at Charlotte, NC and 2.86 inches at Atlanta, GA were records for the date.  Strong thunderstorm winds uprooted trees in Twiggs County, GA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northern Alabama to North Carolina.  There were sixty-three reports of large hail or damaging winds, with hail four inches in diameter reported near Cartersville, GA.  Ten cities in the southeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date as readings warmed into the 90s.  Jacksonville, FL reported a record high of 96 degrees.  Late night thunderstorms over central Texas produced up to ten inches of rain in southern Kimble County and northern Edwards County.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 2 MAY

  ...1762...A tornado struck Port Royal Island, SC.  It left a path 400 yards wide, tore up trees by the roots, and carried away houses and bridges.  (Intellicast)

  ...1899...A storm buried Havre, MT under 24.8 inches of snow, an all-time record for that location.  The water equivalent of 2.48 inches was a record 24 hour total for the month of May.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1920...A swarm of tornadoes in Rogers, Mayes and Cherokee Counties in Oklahoma killed 64 persons.  Peggs, OK was completely destroyed by an F4 tornado.  Seventy one people were killed which was 30 percent of the town's population.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1929...Virginia's worst tornado disaster occurred.  Six tornadoes, two of which were west of the Blue Mountains, killed 22 people.  Twelve children and a teacher were killed at Rye Cove, in Scott County.  Four schools were destroyed by the storms.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1954...A major late season snowstorm struck the Arrowhead of Minnesota, leaving 18 inches of new snow at Virginia.  (Intellicast)

  ...1983...Severe thunderstorms spawned twenty tornadoes across Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York State.  The tornadoes caused five deaths.  Five were F2 tornadoes and one was a F3 tornado in New York with 3 people killed.  A large part of the small town of Boonville was demolished with a damage total of $15 million in the town alone.  Golfball size hail accumulated to a depth of 6 inches at Pine City.  (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in the Lower Mississippi Valley produced golf ball size hail in northern Louisiana, and wind gusts to 77 mph at Lake Providence, LA. Thunderstorms in Arkansas produced 4.20 inches of rain at Arkadelphia and 4.00 inches at Bismarck.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A powerful storm produced snow and high winds in the Central Rockies and the Central High Plains Region.  Snowfall totals in Colorado ranged up to 12 inches at Strasburg, and winds in southeastern Colorado gusted to 87 mph at Lamar.  Snow and high winds created blizzard conditions in eastern Colorado and southeastern Wyoming.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing to the north of a warm front produced severe weather in Oklahoma and Texas.  There were 93 reports of severe weather.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 80 mph at Beattie, and baseball size hail was reported at Ranger and Breckenridge.  Juneau, AK reported a record high temperature of 72 degrees while Honolulu equaled their record low for the month of May with a reading of 60 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Fourteen cities in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 90s.  Tampa, FL reported a record high of 97 degrees, and Fort Stewart, GA was the hot spot in the nation with a reading of 100 degrees.  Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northeastern Texas to western Arkansas during the evening and early nighttime hours.  Thunderstorms spawned a tornado which injured thirteen persons at Paris, TX, and produced baseball size hail at Rio Vista, TX.  Thunderstorm rains of four to seven inches caused flash flooding in west central Arkansas, southern and eastern Oklahoma, and northern Texas.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 3 MAY

  ...1761...Large tornadoes swept the Charleston, SC harbor when a British Fleet of 40 sails was at anchor.  It raised a wave 12 feet high, leaving many vessels on their beam ends.  4 people drowned.  (Intellicast)

  ...1774...a May snowstorm from New York City to Virginia covered the ground.  A severe frost killed fruit in North Carolina.  (Intellicast)

  ...1895...An F5 tornado carved a 13 mile path through Sioux County in Iowa.  Nine people were killed and 35 were injured.  (Intellicast)

  ...1978...Persistent thunderstorms caused widespread flooding in southeastern Louisiana and extreme southeastern Mississippi.  Rainfall totals of ten to thirteen and a half inches were reported around New Orleans causing the worst flooding in thirty years.  The water depth reached three to four feet in several hundred homes, and total property damage was estimated at one hundred million dollars.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1981...Severe thunderstorms dumped 5.1 inches of rain on Keenesburg, CO in 45 minutes.  Six to twelve inches of hail piled up in Keenesburg/Hudson area with extensive damage to crops occurring.  Snowplows were needed to clear the hail off of local roads.  (Intellicast)

  ...1984...A powerful (F3) early morning tornado ripped through Montgomery, AL. Five people were killed and 37 were injured.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.  Softball size hail was reported at Center Point, TX, and a tornado caused three million dollars damage near Satanta, KS.  Heavy snow blanketed the foothills of eastern Colorado, with 18 inches reported at Divide.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms brought much needed rains to the drought-stricken central U.S.  Evening thunderstorms produced large hail in North Carolina.  Baseball size hail was reported west of Mooresville, NC.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern and Central Plains Region.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 72 mph at Graford, TX, and baseball size hail was reported at Graham, TX and Lake Kemp, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A stubborn late season storm slowly crawled across southern Colorado the first three days of the month producing heavy snow from the San Juan Mountains to the southeast plains.  The storm produced up to three feet of snow in the higher elevations of southern Colorado, and 18 to 22 inches of snow along the eastern slopes of the Central Mountains of New Mexico.  Pueblo, CO reported a record 10.6 inches of snow for the month as a result of the storm, and a record total for the winter season of 69.6 inches.   On the other hand,  record heat was occurring in California.  Sacramento recorded a new high temperature of 93 degrees.(The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1993...Strong winds buffeted the Owens Valley area and the Eastern Sierra of Southern California.  A USGS anemometer on Crowley Lake recorded a wind gust to 140 mph before blowing away.  Bishop Airport had a wind gust to 65 mph.  One person was killed when he was hit by a flying projectile.  Many trees were downed and power outages were widespread.  (Intellicast)

 4 MAY

  ...1812...A storm produced snow from Philadelphia to Maine.  A foot of snow fell near Keene, NH, and in Massachusetts, nine inches fell at Waltham, located near Boston.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1917...A late season snowstorm in northwest Texas produced up to eight inches of snow in Potter County and Armstrong County.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1922...Austin, TX was hit twice by tornadoes which struck within thirty minutes of each other.  The first, referred in local newspapers as the "western cloud", was F2 in intensity and injured 5 people.  The second (eastern cloud) was far more damaging as it killed 12, injured 50, and did $500,000 in damage.  This tornado was a F4 on the Fujita Scale.  (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1977...A tornado 500 yards in width struck Pleasant Hill, MO severely damaging the high school and grade school.  Only minor injuries were reported among the more than 1000 teaches and students due to excellent warnings and prior tornado drills.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1978...An F3 tornado moved in from the Gulf of Mexico and tore a path of devastation through the High Point Section of Pinellas County in Florida.  The path length was only 1.5 miles but 3 people were killed, 94 were injured, and damages totaled $43 million.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the southeastern U.S., with South Carolina hardest hit.  Thunderstorm winds toppled trees seventy feet high in Spartanburg County, SC, and knocked homes off their foundations near Bishopville, SC, while downpours deluged Gadsden, AL with an inch of rain in just a matter of minutes and produced more than 4 inches in half an hour..  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary) (Intellicast)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced large hail in North Carolina, but brought welcome rains to much of the rest of the eastern U.S.  Residents of New England finally saw sunshine after about a week of clouds and rain.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern Plains Region and the Lower Mississippi Valley.  Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes, and there were 340 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Hail three inches in diameter, and 9.39 inches of rain, resulted in more than 130 million dollars damage at Monroe, LA.  Reports of continuous lightning displays were widespread.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 100 mph at Epps, LA and Fort Worth, TX.  A thunderstorm north of Mineral Wells, TX produced high winds which unroofed a nightclub, turning it into a "topless club".  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Lower Ohio Valley to Virginia and the Carolinas.  A tornado at Augusta Springs, VA killed two people and injured ten others, and another tornado caused 1.7 million dollars damage at Colonial Heights, VA.  Temperatures soared into the 90s in northern California.  The high of 98 degrees in downtown Sacramento was their hottest reading of record for so early in the season.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 5 MAY

  ...1917...The same storm which a day earlier produced eight inches of snow in the Texas Panhandle, produced a foot of snow at Denver, CO, their heaviest snow of record for the month of May.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1930...The temperature at College Park, VA soared from 43 degrees to 93 degrees to begin an exceptional heat wave.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders -1987)

  ...1981...Mobile, AL had its worst flash flooding ever as thunderstorms unloaded 8 to 16 inches of rain over the metropolitan area in a couple of hours.  Damage was set at 36 million dollars.  (Intellicast)

  ...1986...Sacramento, CA hit the 100 degree mark, breaking the previous record for this day of 92 degrees which was set in 1944.  This is the earliest in the season Sacramento has hit the 100 mark.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the western U.S.  A dozen cities in California reported record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 93 degrees at San Francisco, 98 degrees at San Jose, 100 degrees at Sacramento, and 101 degrees at Redding, were the warmest of record for so early in the season.  The high of 94 degrees at Medford, OR was also the warmest of record for so early in the season.  (The National Weather Summary)  Parts of the western U.S. were in the midst of a blistering May heat wave.  The reading of 100 degrees in Downtown Sacramento, CA was their earliest of record.  Sacramento, CA established daily record highs on nine of eleven days between the 4th and the 14th.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1988...A stubborn low pressure system continued to drench the eastern U.S. with rain.  Thunderstorms again produced large hail in North Carolina.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms swept across Georgia and the Carolinas during the late afternoon and evening hours spawning seventeen tornadoes.  A tornado at Toccoa, GA injured 15 persons, and a tornado at Chesnee, SC killed two persons and injured 35 others.  Five tornadoes in North Carolina accounted for five deaths, 88 injuries, and sixty million dollars damage.  Thunderstorms also produced baseball size hail at Lake Murray, SC, and wind gusts to 78 mph at Brooklyn, MD.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A strong Pacific cold front moving rapidly inland caused weather conditions at the east end of the Strait of Juan de Fuca in Washington State to quickly change from sunny and calm to westerly winds of 60 mph and ten-foot waves.  Three recreational fishing boats capsized in heavy seas off Port Angeles resulting in five deaths.  In California, temperatures soared above 90 degrees across much of the state.  The high of 101 degrees in downtown Los Angeles was eight degrees hotter than their previous record for the date.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1995...A supercell thunderstorm rapidly developed just ahead of a fast moving bow echo squall line and blasted Tarrant County, Texas.  Large hail up to 5 inches in diameter, driven by 80 mph winds, caused a tremendous amount of damage. 10,000 people were caught out in the open at Mayfest in Downtown Forth Worth, resulting in 109 injuries from the large hail.  Torrential rains of up to 3 inches in 30 minutes and 5 inches in one hour across Dallas caused unprecedented flash flooding, resulting in 16 deaths.  Total damage in Forth Worth alone was estimated at 2 billion dollars, making this the costliest thunderstorm event in U.S. history.  This was the third severe hailstorm to strike the area in only a little over a month. (Intellicast)

 6 MAY

  ...1876...A severe local windstorm resulted in $250,000 damage at Chicago, IL.  (Intellicast)

  ...1930...An F4 tornado tracked through Hill, Navarro, and Ellis Counties in Texas. The town of Frost was completely destroyed.  41 people lost their lives and 200 were injured.  Total damage exceeded $1 million.  (Intellicast)

  ...1933...Charleston, SC was deluged with 10.57 inches of rain, an all- time 24 hour record for that location.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1975...A massive F4 tornado hit Omaha, NE killing three persons, injuring 133 others, and causing 150 million dollars damage, destroying 287 homes and damaging 1400 others.  The tornado struck during the late afternoon moving northeastward through the industrial and residential areas of west central Omaha, and lifting over the northern section of the city.  The twister, which cut a swath ten miles long and as much as a quarter of a mile wide, was the mostly costly in U.S. history up until that time.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1978...A record late season snowstorm struck Colorado.  Estes Park recorded 32 inches of snow, Boulder had 25 inches, 20 inches piled up at Colorado Springs, and Denver checked in with 14 inches for its greatest May snowstorm on record.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Eighteen cities in California and Oregon reported record high temperatures for the date.  Highs of 91 degrees at Portland, OR, 101 degrees at Medford, OR, and 104 degrees at Sacramento, CA, were the warmest of record for so early in the season.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A major storm brought high winds to the western half of the country.  A wind gust of 74 mph at Pueblo, CO broke their May record established just four days earlier, and winds in the Arapahoe Ski Basin area of Colorado reached 85 mph.  In North Dakota, the high winds reduced visibilities to near zero in blowing dust closing many roads.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Sixteen cities in the north central U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date.  Morning lows of 17 degrees at Bismarck, ND and 26 degrees at Minneapolis, MN were the coldest of record for so late in the season.  A reading of 43 degrees at the start of the Kentucky Derby was the coldest in 115 years of records.  Light snow was reported in the Upper Midwest, with an inch reported at Chicago, IL.  Milwaukee, WI recorded 0.6 inches of snowfall on this date, the first ever measurable snowfall amount for the date and the fifth greatest snowfall for the month of May.(The National Weather Summary) (Intellicast)

  ...1990...Snow and high winds prevailed behind a Pacific cold front crossing the northwestern U.S.  Wind gusts above 50 mph were reported in southeastern Idaho, and heavy snow blanketed the Cascade Mountains of Washington State, with twelve inches reported at Stampede Pass.  (The National Weather Summary)

 7 MAY

  ...1840...A powerful tornado wrecked many boats at the Natchez Landing in Mississippi, then plowed through the city on the bluff.  The tornado killed 317 persons, and caused a million dollars damage.  The force of the storm caused houses to burst open.  The tornado was the most deadly and destructive in early American history.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1927...Two massive F5 tornadoes combined for a 95 mile path of destruction through Comanche, Barber, Kingman, Reno, and McPherson Counties in Kansas.  The death toll was 10 and 300 were injured.  Damage was set at 1.3 million.  The tornado path width reached 2 miles at one point.  (Intellicast)

  ...1964...The temperature at White Mountain 2, located in California, dipped to 15 degrees below zero to set a record for May for the continental U.S.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Thirty-one cities in the western U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date under a large high pressure area over the region.  Highs of 93 degrees at Portland, OR and San Jose, CA were the warmest of record for so early in the season.  The high of 92 degrees at Quillayute, WA was a record for the month of May.  The temperature at Sacramento, CA hit 105 degrees, Fresno reached 103 degrees and Bakersfield had a high reading of 101 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A powerful storm in the north central U.S. produced up to three feet of snow in the Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming and the mountains of south central Montana.  Up to five inches of rain drenched central Montana in less than 24 hours, and flash flooding in Wyoming caused a million dollars damage.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thirty-two cities in the central and eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date, and 24 hour snowfall totals of 7.2 inches at Buffalo, NY and 10.7 inches at Rochester, NY were records for the month of May.  While northerly winds ushered unseasonably cold air into the eastern U.S., temperatures warmed rapidly in the Great Plains Region, reaching the 90s in Kansas.  The temperature at Manhattan, KS soared from a low of 30 degrees to a high of 88 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Gale force winds lashed the northern and central Pacific coast.  A wind gust of 52 mph at Eureka, CA established a record for the month of May.  Strong winds over northeastern Colorado, associated with a fast moving Pacific cold front, gusted to 63 mph at Peetz.  Snow developed over the northwest mountains of Wyoming late in the day, and Yellowstone National Park was whitened with 6 to 14 inches.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1995...An F3 tornado cut a 34 mile path across Love and Carter Counties in south-central Oklahoma, killing 3 people and doing over $100 million in damages --$75 million in Ardmore alone.  (Intellicast)

  8 MAY

  ...1784...A deadly hailstorm in South Carolina hit the town of Winnsborough.  An account was found in the South Carolina Gazette: "hailstones, or rather pieces of ice measured about 9 inches in circumference: it killed several persons.  a great number of sheep, lambs, geese, and the feathered inhabitants of the woods without number".  Piles of hail were reported still in existence 46 days later.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1803...A freak spring storm produced heavy snow from southern Indiana to New England.  The storm made sleighing possible in Massachusetts, but also ruined shade trees in Philadelphia.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1981...The Dallas/Fort Worth area experienced its worst hailstorm of record as baseball to grapefruit size hail, accompanied by 100 mph winds, caused nearly 200 million dollars damage.  Two homes were destroyed and many more were damaged.  These figures made it the worst severe thunderstorm in American weather history until 1990.  Hail accumulated eight inches deep at Cedar Hill, TX. (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Twenty-eight cities in the northwestern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date.  The record high of 95 degrees at Redding, CA was their fifth in a row, and the record high of 102 degrees at Hanover, WA was just one degree shy of their record for May.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms in the Mississippi Valley spawned a total of 57 tornadoes, including 24 in Wisconsin, and a record 22 tornadoes in one day in Iowa.  One of the tornadoes in Iowa was on the ground for 67 miles from Bloomfield to Conesville.  There were also more than 200 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Baseball size hail was reported at Terre Bonne, MO.  At Rockford, IL one person was temporarily trapped inside a portable toilet toppled by thunderstorm winds gusting to 80 mph.  Fortunately, not a single person was killed in the "Mother's Day" tornado outbreak.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1989...Twenty-one cities in the eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date.  Lows of 28 degrees at Asheville NC and 31 degrees at Greer, SC were records for May.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in northwestern and north central Kansas during the evening and night.  Thunderstorms produced hail three inches in diameter at Brewster, and wind gusts to 92 mph south of Wakeeney.  Thunderstorms over northwest Iowa deluged the town of Boone with five inches of rain flooding basements and leaving some areas under four feet of water.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...A vigorous upper level low pressure system stalled out over the Carolinas for the past 3 days unloaded tremendous amounts of snow over the western North Carolina mountains above 4000 feet.  Mt.  Pisgah (elevation 5721 feet) recorded an incredible 60 inches over the 3 day period, tying the all-time single storm snowfall record for the state.  Mt.  Mitchell (elevation 6684 feet) was buried under 30 inches of very wet snow.  On the previous day, the Greenville-Spartanburg Weather Service Office in Greer, SC had snow mixed with rain, making this the latest date and the first time in may that snow had fallen at this location.  (Intellicast)

  ...1995...Thunderstorms with torrential rains struck the New Orleans, LA area.  Audubon Park recorded 8.5 inches of rain in only 2 hours.  Several locations had over 14 inches total ending early on the 9th.  5 people were killed in the flooding and damage exceeded one billion dollars.  (Intellicast)

 9 MAY

  ...1894...Portland, OR had its latest freeze when the temperature fell to 32 degrees.  This is the only may freeze in Portland's history.  (Intellicast)

  ...1926...It was the latest opening of navigation on record at Buffalo, NY.  (Intellicast)

  ...1927...A major tornado outbreak occurred from Texas to Michigan.  There were 28 tornadoes rated F2 or greater.  Nine separate tornadoes killed 5 or more people making this day one of the worst tornado days in U.S. history.  Popular Bluff, MO was devastated by a tornado rated F4 on the Fujita scale. Ninety eight people were killed and 300 were injured.  Thirty one business and residential blocks were destroyed in the city.  Strong, AR was leveled by another F4 tornado with 24 people killed.  (Intellicast)

  ...1933...A tornado, rated F4 on the Fujita Scale, moved through Monroe, Cumberland, and Russell Counties in Kentucky.  36 people were killed.  (Intellicast)

  ...1966...Record snows fell in the northeastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania,  including 3.1 inches at Pittsburgh, PA and 5.4 inches at Youngstown, OH.  Snow also extended across parts of New York State, with eight inches reported in the southern Adirondacks.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1977...A late season snowstorm hit parts of Pennsylvania, New York State, and southern and central New England.  Heavier snowfall totals included 27 inches at Slide Mountain, NY and 20 inches at Norwalk, CT.  At Boston it was the first May snow in 107 years of records.  The heavy wet snow caused extensive damage to trees and power lines.  The homes of half a million persons were without power following the storm.  (9th-10th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1985...Lightning struck some trees about 150 yards away from a home in Alabama, and followed the driveway to the home.  The charge went through the house and burned all the electrical outlets, ruined appliances, and blasted a hole in the concrete floor of the basement.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather spread from the Pacific Northwest to the Upper Mississippi Valley.  Fifteen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  It was the fourth day of record warmth for Eugene, OR and Salem, OR.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A massive cyclone in the central U.S. produced severe thunderstorms from eastern Texas to the Upper Ohio Valley.  A strong (F-3) tornado ripped through Middleboro KY causing more than 22 million dollars damage.  Thunderstorms in east central Texas produced hail three and a half inches in diameter at Groesbeck, and near Fairfield.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front in the south central U.S. produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 62 mph at Mira, LA, and during the morning hours drenched Stuttgart, AR with five inches of rain.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the central U.S. during the evening hours, mainly from southeastern Missouri to southwestern Indiana.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, including two strong (F-2) tornadoes in southern Illinois.  Strong thunderstorm winds gusted to 85 mph at Orient IL, and to 100 mph at West Salem.  Thunderstorms drenched northeastern Illinois with up to 4.50 inches of rain.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 10 MAY

  ...1905...A deadly F5 tornado that was approximately one half mile wide hit the town of Snyder, OK killing 87 persons.  The tornado leveled 100 homes in Snyder, and destroyed many others.  The large and violent tornado killed a total of 97 persons along its 40 miles path across southwestern Oklahoma.  Its roar could reportedly be heard up to twelve miles away.  Many people thought the approaching tornado was a hailstorm and did not take shelter. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1966...Morning lows of 21 degrees at Bloomington-Normal, IL and Aurora, IL established a state record for the month of May.  Snow flurries were reported at Kansas City, MO and Chicago, IL (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1977...An unprecedented spring snowstorm, hit southern New England and southeastern New York.  This storm, which began on the 9th, was an elevation storm.  Twenty inches of snow fell at Norfolk, CT (elevation 1337 feet) while downtown Hartford received only 1.2 inches.  The highest total occurred at Slide Mountain, NY (elevation 2600 feet) with 26 inches falling.  Extensive damage to trees and power lines occurred with 500,000 people without power following the storm.  This was the first may snow in 107 years of records at Boston, MA although only 1/2 inch fell there.  However, in the nearby suburb of Bedford, 9.5 inches fell.  Of particular interest is the fact that Concord, NH received all rain from the storm, demonstrating latitude further north played no role in this snowstorm.  (Intellicast)

  ...1983...Three feet of snow fell over the Bears Paw Mountains of north central Montana and snow and high winds created near blizzard conditions over portions of central Montana.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Summer-like "Father's Day" type weather prevailed in the north central and western U.S. for "Mother's Day", as seventeen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Jamestown, ND soared to a record high of 96 degrees.  Thunderstorms along the Central Gulf Coast deluged Lillian, AL with 14.5 inches of rain, and nearby Perdido Key, FL with 12.8 inches of rain.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced hail and high winds over the Atlantic Coast Region and the Gulf Coast States marking the end of a five day episode of severe weather associated with a cyclone tracking out of the Great Basin into southeastern Canada.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front crossing the Plateau Region produced wind gusts to 75 mph at Butte, MT, and gusts to 77 mph at Choteau, MT.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...A spring storm produced heavy snow in Upper Michigan and eastern Wisconsin.  Totals ranged up to 12 inches at Marquette, MI, with eight inches reported at Muskego, WI and Hartford, WI.  The heavy wet snow, and winds gusting to 35 mph, damaged or destroyed thousands of trees, and downed numerous power lines.  Total damage from the storm was more than four million dollars.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  May 10, 1990...a spring snowstorm produced heavy snow in Upper Michigan and Eastern Wisconsin.  Marquette, Michigan recorded 22.4 inches of snow to set not only a new single storm snowfall record for may but also a new monthly record for snowfall in may.  The old monthly record was only 1.4 inches set back in 1980.  8 inches fell at Muskegon, Michigan and Hartford, Wisconsin.  The heavy wet snow and winds gusting to 35 mph damaged or destroyed thousands of trees and downed power lines.  Total damage from the storm was more than 4 million dollars. 

  ...1991...Severe thunderstorms blasted western Texas and Nebraska.  Fifteen tornadoes were reported in west Texas.  Three miles northwest of Lazbuddie, a complex of 5 tornadoes touched down within 10 minutes of one another.  This consisted of the main funnel (rated F2) and four 'satellite' tornadoes that rotated around the main vortex at a distance of about 1/4 mile.  Hail 6 inches in diameter broke many windshields and did extensive damage to roofs in Pyote, TX.  Five inch hailstones descended from a supercell thunderstorm near Crawford, NE.  (Intellicast)

 11 MAY

  ...1953...A devastating tornado, rated F5 on the Fujita Scale, tore through downtown Waco, TX, killing 114 people and injuring 597.  Total damage was $41 million.  Another tornado (F4) virtually leveled 15 square blocks of San Angelo, TX with 13 people killed and 159 injured.  (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1966...The 1.6 inch snow at Chicago, IL was their latest measurable snow of record.  Previously the record was 3.7 inches on the 1st and 2nd of May set in 1940.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1970...A very powerful tornado rated F5 on the Fujita Scale struck the city of Lubbock, TX killing 26 persons, injuring more than 500 others, and causing 135 million dollars damage.  It was the most destructive tornado of record up until that time, and came on the 17th anniversary of the twister which struck Waco, TX killing 114 persons.  A second tornado killed two others persons in Lubbock, and the two tornadoes damaged or destroyed nearly a quarter of the city.  Six hundred apartment units were destroyed along with 430 houses, while 250 businesses were damaged or destroyed.  Eighty percent of the windows in the downtown area were broken.(David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Early morning thunderstorms produced up to four inches of rain in southern Texas, with flooding reported from Maverick County to Eagle Pass.  Evening thunderstorms in northern Illinois produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 70 mph.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the southwestern U.S.  Reno, NV reported a record high of 89 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in the High Plains Region.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 71 mph at Gillette, WY, and baseball size hail was reported at Pecos, TX and Fort Stockton, TX.  Fort Stockton, TX was deluged with 7.75 inches of rain in less than two hours.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Unseasonably cold weather followed in the wake of a spring storm in the north central U.S.  Seven cities reported record low temperatures for the date, including Madison, WI with a reading of 29 degrees.  Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Kansas, Oklahoma and the northern half of Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes in Texas, and produced high winds which overturned four mobile homes northwest of Abilene, TX injuring ten persons.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 12 MAY

  ...1886...A tornado killed 57 as it passed through Greene and Huron Counties of Ohio leaving 43 dead in Xenia.  (Intellicast)

  ...1934...A dust storm darkened skies from Oklahoma to the Atlantic coast.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1971...Duststorms suddenly reduced visibilities to near zero on Interstate Highway 10 near Casa Grande, AZ.  Chain reaction accidents involving cars and trucks resulted, killing seven persons.  (The Weather Channel) 

  ...1972...In Texas, a cloudburst dumped sixteen inches of rain north of New Braunfels sending a thirty foot wall of water down Blueders Creek into the Comal and Guadalupe Rivers washing away people, houses and automobiles.  The flood claimed 18 lives and caused more than twenty million dollars damage.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1982...A late season snowstorm struck the Front Range of the Colorado Rockies.  The storm produced 46 inches of snow at Coal Creek Canyon, located near Boulder.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1987...A heat wave persisted in central California.  Afternoon highs of 100 degrees at Fresno, CA and 102 degrees at Sacramento CA were records for the date, as well as the sixth day in the month that the mercury rose to the 100 degree mark, easily surpassing the previous record of only two such days within one month.  (The National Weather Summary) (Intellicast)

  ...1988...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the western U.S.  Eight cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including Pendleton, OR with a high of 92 degrees and Phoenix, AZ with a reading of 106 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Showers and thunderstorms associated with a low pressure system stalled over New York State drenched Portland, ME with 4.50 inches of rain in 24 hours.  Rains of 5 to 7 inches soaked the state of Maine over a four day period causing 1.3 million dollars damage.  (The National Weather Summary)  (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Texas and the Central Gulf Coast States into Missouri and Illinois.  Thunderstorms spawned six tornadoes, including one which injured four persons at Doloroso, MS.  Thunderstorms also produced hail three inches in diameter west of Vicksburg, MS, and wind gusts to 83 mph in southern Illinois, north of Vevay Park and at the Coles County Airport.  High winds and heavy rain caused 1.6 million dollars crop damage in Calhoun County IL, and in southeastern Louisiana, Saint Joseph was deluged with eight inches of rain.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 13 MAY

  ..1908...An F4 tornado ripped through Gilliam, Bolinger, and Belcher, LA.  Forty nine people were killed and 135 were injured.  (Intellicast)

  ...1930...A man was killed when caught in an open field during a hailstorm 36 miles northwest of Lubbock, TX.  It was the first, and perhaps the only, authentic death by hail in U.S. weather records.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1980...An F3 tornado cut through the center of Kalamazoo, MI, killing 5 people, injuring 79, and causing $50 million in damage.  (Intellicast)

  ...1981...A tornado 450 yards in width destroyed ninety percent of Emberson, TX.  People did not see a tornado, but rather a wall of debris.  Homes were leveled, a man in a bathtub was hurled a quarter of a mile, and a 1500 pound recreational vehicle was hurled 500 yards.  Miraculously no deaths occurred in the tornado.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A cold front brought an end to the early season warm spell in the north central U.S., but not before the temperature at Sioux City, IA soared to a record warm 95 degrees.  Strong southwesterly winds ahead of the cold front gusted to 52 mph at Marais, MI.  Evening thunderstorms produced golf ball size hail at Rockford, MN, and wind gusts to 75 mph at Belmond, IA.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Strong winds along a cold front ushering cold air into the northwestern U.S. gusted to 69 mph at Myton, UT.  Temperatures warmed into the 80s ahead of the cold front, as far north as Montana.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather in the Southern Plains Region during the afternoon and night.  A thunderstorm at Killeen, TX produced wind gusts to 95 mph damaging 200 helicopters at Fort Hood causing nearly 500 million dollars damage.  Another thunderstorm produced softball size hail at Hodges, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front spawned ten tornadoes from eastern Wyoming to northern Kansas, including seven in western Nebraska.  Thunderstorms forming ahead of a cold front in the eastern U.S. spawned five tornadoes from northeastern North Carolina to southern Pennsylvania.  Thunderstorms over southeast Louisiana deluged the New Orleans area with four to eight inches of rain between 7 AM and Noon.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...Record late season snow came to an end over the Tanana Valley and Yukon Uplands in Alaska.  This storm set two records at Fairbanks.  The 9.4 inches of snow from the storm was by far the greatest May snow on record, shattering the previous record of 4.5 inches set on May 13, 1964.  The total water content of the melted snow and rain was also a new one day record for May (.78 Inches).  Snowfall in excess of two feet occurred at elevations above 2000 feet.  (Intellicast)

  ...1995...Severe thunderstorms were widespread across the Mississippi Valley from Arkansas northward to Iowa and east to Indiana.  There were 184 reports of severe weather, including over three dozen tornadoes.  A thunderstorm produced a downburst over Grissom AFB in Peru, IN where a wind gust to 136 mph was recorded.  Hail 4.5 inches in diameter was reported at Terra Haute, IL and at Monte, AR.  (Intellicast)

 14 MAY

  ...1834...The greatest snowstorm ever to occur in may hit the Northern Atlantic coastal states.  The hills around Newbury, VT were covered with up to 24 inches of snow and the higher elevations around Haverhill, NH received up to three feet.  (Intellicast)

  ...1896...The mercury plunged to 10 degrees below zero at Climax, CO.  It was the lowest reading of record for the U.S. during the month of May.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1898...A severe thunderstorm, with some hailstones up to 9.5 inches in circumference, pounded a four mile wide path across Kansas City, MO.  South-facing windows were broken in nearly every house in central and eastern parts of the city, and several persons were injured.  An even larger hailstone was thought to have been found, but it turned out to be a chunk of ice tossed out the window of a building by a prankster.  (The Kansas City Weather Almanac) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1923...An early morning violent (F5) tornado cut a 45 mile path of destruction Howard and Mitchell Counties in Texas.  Twenty three people lost their lives and 250 sustained injuries.  The path width of the tornado reached 1.5 miles at one point and entire farms were "wiped off the face of the earth".  (Intellicast)

  ...1984...After 55 rainless days at Brownsville, TX, the fourth longest dry stretch ended with 0.01 inch of rain recorded on this date.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Seven cities across the western U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date as unseasonably hot weather made a comeback.  The record high of 103 degrees at Sacramento CA was their ninth in eleven days, and also marked a record seven days of 100 degree heat for the month.  Their previous record was two days of 100 degree heat in May.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Sunny and dry weather prevailed across the nation.  Temperatures warmed into the 80s and lower 90s in the Great Plains Region and the Mississippi Valley.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along a stationary front produced severe weather in south central Texas and the Southern High Plains Region during the afternoon and evening hours.  Thunderstorms produced softball size hail at Spearman, TX and Hitchcock, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from northwest Texas to western Missouri.  Severe thunder- storms spawned seventeen tornadoes, including nine in Texas.  Four tornadoes in Texas injured a total of nine persons.  Thunderstorms in Texas also produced hail four inches in diameter at Shamrock, and hail four and a half inches in diameter near Guthrie.  Thunderstorms over northeastern Kansas produced more than seven inches of rain in Chautauqua County between 9 PM and midnight.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

 15 MAY

  ...1834...The Northern Atlantic Coast States were in the midst of their greatest May snowstorm of record.  The hills around Newbury, VT were covered with two to three feet of snow.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1896...An F5 tornado ripped through Sherman, TX, where sixty people were killed.  (Intellicast)

  ...1949...A violent (F4) tornado moved through Amarillo, TX.  The tornado tracked through the Amarillo Airport and damaged or destroyed 45 aircraft.  7 people were killed and 82 were injured.  Damage was set at 4.8 million dollars. (Intellicast)

  ...1957...An F4 tornado killed 20 people at Silverton, TX.  A 5000 pound gasoline storage tank was reportedly carried 1.5 miles and dropped into a lake.  Local residents said the tornado "looked like red sand, boiling and rumbling".  (Intellicast)

  ...1968...A tornado outbreak occurred across Illinois, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, and Arkansas.  Charles City, IA was devastated by a tornado rated F5 on the Fujita Scale with 13 people killed and 30 million dollars damage done.  A F4 tornado tracked through Jackson, Craighead, and Mississippi Counties in Arkansas, killing 35 people and injuring 361.  164 homes in Jonesboro were destroyed. (Intellicast)

A tornado touched down southwest of Anchorage, AK.  It was the second of just three tornadoes reported in Alaska since 1950.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1972...The worst ice jam flooding of memory for long-time residents took place along the Kuskokwim River and Yukon River in Alaska.  It was the first time since 1890 that the two rivers "flowed as one".  The towns of Oscarville and Napaskiak were completely inundated.  (15th-31st) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather returned to the north central U.S.  Seven cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including Jamestown, ND with a reading of 96 degrees.  Thunderstorms in Utah produced five inches of rain south of Bicknell.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms in Oklahoma produced wind gusts to 80 mph in Oklahoma County, and baseball size hail at Pawnee.  Hail piled up to a depth of 18 inches south of Pawnee.  Hail damage in Oklahoma was estimated at close to 25 million dollars.  Thunderstorms in the Upper Midwest produced golf ball size hail around Cleveland, OH, and wind gusts to 83 mph at Angola, IN.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along and north of a stationary front produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Thunderstorms spawned eleven tornadoes, and there were 145 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Softball size hail caused 2.1 million dollars damage at Sherman, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Central Plains Region and Oklahoma to Indiana and western Kentucky.  Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes, including seven in Oklahoma, and there were 165 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  A tornado killed one person, injured a dozen others, and caused four million dollars damage at Stillwater, OK.  Another tornado injured eight persons at Foyil, OK.  Thunderstorms in Oklahoma also produced wind gusts to 92 mph at Oologah Lake, and softball size hail at Canton and north of Oakwood.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  16 MAY

  ...1874...The Mill Creek disaster occurred west of Northhampton, MA.  Dam slippage after a rain resulted in a flash flood which claimed 143 lives, and caused a million dollars property damage.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1883...A 3 day flood was in progress throughout the Black Hills of South Dakota which resulted in damages over one million dollars in the Rapid City area.  (Intellicast)

  ...1917...Marquette, MI had its latest opening of navigation in history.  (Intellicast) 

  ...1924...The temperature at Blitzen, OR soared to 108 degrees to set a state record for the month of May.  The record was later tied at Pelton Dam on the 31 May 1986.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1952...High winds in the Wasatch Canyon of Utah struck Ogden and Brigham City.  Winds at Hill Air Force Base gusted to 92 mph.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...It was a summer-like day as thunderstorms abounded across the nation. Thunderstorms in Texas drenched Guadelupe County with more than three inches of rain resulting in flash flooding.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from Florida to New York State.  Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the north central U.S.  Havre, MT reported a record high of 95 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Thunderstorms spawned twenty tornadoes, and there were 180 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  A tornado at Cleburne, TX caused 30 million dollars damage.  A violent (F-4) tornado touched down near Brackettville, TX, and a strong (F-3) tornado killed one person and injured 28 others at Jarrell TX.  Thunderstorms also produced softball size hail at Shamrock, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Oklahoma and northeastern Texas to the Upper Ohio Valley.  Thunderstorms spawned seventeen tornadoes, including a twister which killed one person and injured another north of Corning, AR.  There were 128 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Strong thunderstorm winds killed one person and injured six others at Folsomville, IN, and injured another five persons in southeastern Hardin County, KY.  In Arkansas, baseball size hail was reported near Fouke and near El Dorado.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1992...Parts of the Tanana Valley and Upper Yukon Valley in Alaska continued to experience their most prolonged period of snowy weather since before the pioneers arrived around the turn of the century.  In the last 24 hours ending at 10 am local daylight time, 4.5 inches of snow fell at Denali National Park, and 3 inches fell at Manley Hot Springs.  Already this was by far the snowiest May on record in the Central Tanana Valley.  Where it was not snowing, record cold prevailed.  Bettles fell to 12 degrees and Northway dipped to 13 degrees.  Both of these readings set new records for the coldest temperatures for so late in the season.  (Intellicast)

 17 MAY

  ...1883...A three day flood in the Black Hills of western South Dakota resulted in a million dollars damage at Rapid City.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1896...An F5 tornado tracked 100 miles through northeastern Kansas and extreme southeastern Nebraska.  Seneca, Oneida, Sabetha, and Reserve, KS sustained severe damage.  While passing through Reserve the tornado was 2 miles wide.  25 were killed and 200 were injured.  Damaged total $400,000.  (Intellicast)

  ...1979...A reading of 12 degrees at Mauna Kea Observatory established an all-time record low for the state of Hawaii.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1980...Thunderstorms dumped 16 inches of rain in a 24 hour period at Lake Charles, LA.  (Intellicast)

  ...1983...A golfer playing the Fox Meadows Course in Memphis, TN was struck by a bolt of lightning that went through his neck, down his spine, came out a pocket containing his keys, and went into a nearby tree.  Miraculously, he survived! (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...A summer-like weather pattern continued, with warm temperatures and scattered thunderstorms across much of the nation.  A cold front in the north central U.S. produced a sharp contrast in the weather across the state of Minnesota during the afternoon.  At the same time Duluth was 50 degrees with rain and fog, Mankato was 95 degrees with sunny skies.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds over the Carolinas during the afternoon and evening.  A "thunderstorm of a lifetime" in northern Spartanburg County, SC produced hail for forty-five minutes, leaving some places knee-deep in hail.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms ravaged the south central U.S. with severe weather for the third day in a row.  Thunderstorms spawned another nineteen tornadoes, for a total of fifty tornadoes in three days.  A strong (F-2) tornado injured 14 persons and caused two million dollars damage at Apple Springs TX.  Baseball size hail was reported at Matador, TX.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms developing along a cold front produced severe weather in New York State during the late morning and afternoon.  A tornado injured one person at Warren, and wind gusts to 80 mph were reported at Owego.  Evening thunderstorms over southwest Texas produced wind gusts to 80 mph at Marfa, along with golf ball size hail which accumulated to a depth of ten inches.  Late night thunderstorms over southwest Texas produced up to seven inches of rain in western Crockett County.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 18 MAY

  ...1825...A tornado (said to have crossed all of the state of Ohio) smashed into the log cabin settlement of Burlington, northeast of Columbus.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1883...An F4 tornado tracked 20 miles through Kenosha and Racine Counties in Wisconsin.  Eight people were killed and 85 were injured.  The tornado made a spectacular exit as a multiple vortex waterspout over Lake Michigan and was described as: "whirling columns of air seemed like great wreaths of smoke, bearing with them spiral columns of water...a half dozen could be seen at a time, then all would disappear and new ones would reform".  (Intellicast)

  ...1902...An F4 tornado struck the town of Goliad, TX, killing 114 people.  No U.S. tornado disaster of similar magnitude has ever occurred further south than this event.  (Intellicast)

  ...1960...Salt Lake City, UT received an inch of snow.  It marked their latest measurable snowfall of record.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1980...  Mount St. Helens in Washington erupted, ejecting smoke and ash to a height of 63,000 feet.  The smoke plume rose to a height of 80,000 feet.  The earth was covered with heavy ash to the immediate northeast and visibility was reduced to under 1 mile for a downwind distance of 400 miles.  Five deaths were caused and over 2000 people were evacuated due to mudslides and flooding when the snowpack melted.  Small particles in the cloud reached the East Coast in 3 days and circled the world in 19 days.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in Kansas, developing along a cold front, spawned tornadoes at Emporia and Toledo, produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Fort Scott, and produced golf ball size hail in the Kansas City area.  Unseasonably hot weather prevailed ahead of the cold front.  Pomona, NJ reported a record high of 93 degrees, and Altus, OK hit 100 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Low pressure anchored over eastern Virginia kept showers and thunderstorms over the Middle Atlantic Coast Region.  Flash flooding was reported in Pennsylvania.  Up to five inches of rain drenched Franklin County, PA in 24 hours.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from the Central Gulf Coast States to the Lower Missouri Valley during the day and evening.  Thunderstorms spawned sixteen tornadoes, and there were 74 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the central U.S. spawning a sixteen tornadoes, including a dozen in Nebraska.  Thunderstorms also produced hail four inches in diameter at Perryton, TX, wind gusts to 84 mph at Ellis, KS, and high winds which caused nearly two million dollars damage at Sutherland, NE. Thunderstorms deluged Sioux City, IA with up to eight inches of rain, resulting in a record flood crest on Perry Creek and at least 4.5 million dollars damage.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1995...Severe thunderstorms spawned 86 tornadoes over the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, resulting in 4 deaths and 161 injuries.  Five of the tornadoes were rated F4 on the Fujita scale.  (Intellicast)

 19 MAY

  ...1780...The infamous "dark day" in New England tradition.  At noon it was nearly as dark as night.  Chickens went to roost, and many persons were fearful of divine wrath.  The phenomena was caused by forest fires to the west of New England.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1955...Lake Maloya, NM received 11.28 inches of rain in 24 hours to establish a state record.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1962...An all-time May record was set when the temperature climbed to 99 degrees at Central Park in New York City.  (Intellicast)

  ...1975...Thunderstorms produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 110 mph in Minnesota, between Fridley and Hugo.  Fifty persons were injured.  The hail and high winds destroyed fifty mobile homes, and a dozen aircraft, and also destroyed a third of the Brighton Elementary School.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1984...Texas received heavy rain from thunderstorms, with 4.22 inches falling on Beaumont in 6 hours and Port Arthur receiving over 6 inches of rain in about 8 hours.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in Texas produced thirteen inches of rain northwest of Lavernia.  The heavy rain, along with golf ball size hail, destroyed eighty percent of the crops in the area, while high winds toppled trees.  Golf ball size hail was also reported south of Dallas and around San Antonio.  Up to eight inches of rain drenched Guadalupe County.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Severe thunderstorms in southwest Texas produced hail as large as tennis balls around Midland, with the hail accumulating up to a foot deep.  Showers and thunderstorms in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region produced 3.5 inches of rain near Schuylkill, PA.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front spawned ten tornadoes from Illinois to Tennessee during the afternoon and night.  Snow, wind and cold prevailed in the Northern Plateau Region and the Northern Rockies.  Dixie, ID was blanketed with nine inches of snow, winds gusted to 87 mph at Choteau, MT, and the temperature at Crater Lake, OR dipped to 11 degrees.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms deluged Hot Springs, AR with thirteen inches of rain in nine hours resulting in a devastating flood.  Two waves of water, four to six feet deep, swept down Central Avenue flooding stores and the famous bathhouses on Bathhouse Row.  Water released from Lake Hamilton devastated the area between it and Remmel Dam.  The 500 foot Carpenter Dam Bridge across Lake Catherine was completely washed away, as were cabins and mobile homes near the lake, many of which flowed right over the top of Remmel Dam.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 20 MAY

  ...1892...Snow and high winds pelted western New England, leaving 10 inches on the ground at Strafford, VT.  (Intellicast)

  ...1894...A record late snow of two to eight inches whitened parts of central and eastern Kentucky.  Lexington, KY received six inches of snow.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1916...A tornado struck the town of Codell, KS.  A tornado struck the town on the same day the following year (1917), and a third tornado hit Codell on May 20th in 1918.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1957...A tornado touched down near Williamsburg, KS to the southwest of Kansas City and traveled a distance of seventy-one miles cutting a swath of near total destruction through the southeastern suburbs of Martin City, Ruskin Heights and Hickman Mills.  The tornado an F4 on the Fujita Scale, claimed the lives of forty-four persons, injured 531 and left hundreds homeless.  It was the worst weather disaster of record for Kansas City.  About all that remained of one house was a small table and a fish bowl atop, with the fish still swimming about inside the bowl, rather unconcerned.  A canceled check from Hickman Mills was found at Ottumwa, IA -- 165 miles away.  Pilots reported debris at 30,000 feet.(The Kansas City Weather Almanac)  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in southern Texas produced grapefruit size hail, near the town of Dilley ("by dilly"), and produced wind gusts to 73 mph at Lake Amistad.  The large hail broke windows, killed small animals, and damaged watermelon.  Thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather from Indiana to the Dakotas.  Thunderstorms produced baseball size hail at Denver, IA, and wind gusts to 80 mph in southern Henry County, IL.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms in the south central U.S. produced wind gusts to 70 mph at Omaha, NE, and wind gusts to 80 mph at Midland, TX and Dallas, TX.  Temperatures in California soared into the 90s and above 100 degrees.  San Jose, CA reported a record high of 97 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Pre-dawn thunderstorms produced large hail in eastern Oklahoma and northwestern Arkansas.  Later in the morning thunderstorms in North Carolina produced dime size hail at Hanging Dog.  Thunderstorms also produced severe weather from the Lower Mississippi Valley to the Central Plains Region later that day and night, with baseball size hail reported around the Texas towns of Lawn, Novice, and Eola.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across the southeastern quarter of the nation through the day and night.  Severe thunder-storms spawned six tornadoes, including one which injured two persons at Algoma, MS and another which injured nine persons at Rogersville, MO.  There were 119 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Thunderstorms produced baseball size hail at Houston, MO and damaging winds which killed one person at Toccoa, GA.  Nearly 13 inches of rain fell in just 9 hours at Hot Springs, AR.  A wall of water 4 to 6 feet high roared though the city.  Cars, many occupied, were seen floating down Central Avenue.  85 people had to be rescued from flooded cars and buildings.(Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary) (Intellicast)

  ...1996...Bridgeport, CT soared to 97 degrees for its hottest temperature on record in May.  (Intellicast)

 21 MAY

  ...1860...A swarm of tornadoes occurred in the Ohio Valley.  Tornadoes struck the cities of Louisville, KY, Cincinnati, OH, Chillicothe, OH and Marietta, OH causing a million dollars damage.  Four people were killed at Cincinnati.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

  ...1895...The temperature at Norwalk, OH dipped to 19 degrees to set a state record for the month of May.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1896...The mercury soared to 124 degrees at Salton, CA to establish a U.S. record for May.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

  ...1980...The temperature at Williston, ND reached 102 degrees to set a record for May, and the next day the mercury hit 106 degrees.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Severe thunderstorms, developing along a sharp cold front crossing the central U.S., produced 60 mph winds and golf ball size hail at Sedalia, MO, and drenched Hagerstown, IN with six inches of rain in one hour.  Temperatures soared into the 90s ahead of the cold front.  Paducah, KY hit 94 degrees for the second day in a row.  Light snow blanketed Montana, with three inches reported at Butte.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Severe thunderstorms swept across southern Louisiana during the morning hours spawning six tornadoes, and producing wind gusts to 88 mph at Jennings.  Thunderstorms also produced five inches of rain in two hours at Lake Charles, causing local flooding.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms moving southeastward across the Central Plains Region into Oklahoma and Arkansas produced severe weather through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned just four tornadoes, but there were 243 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Baseball size hail was reported at Augusta, KS, and thunderstorm winds gusted to 98 mph at Johnson, KS.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across the southeastern U.S. for the second day in a row.  Severe thunderstorms spawned five tornadoes, including one which injured a person at Richmond, KY.  There were eighty-seven reports of large hail or damaging winds, with hail three inches in diameter reported at Austin, TX.  Thunderstorms produced up to five inches of rain in Macon County, GA, and heavy rains left nearly eight feet of water over roads near Stepstone, KY.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 22 MAY

  ...1876...Denver, CO was drenched with 6.53 inches of rain in 24 hours, an all-time record for that location.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1911...The temperature at Lewiston, ME soared to 101 degrees.  It was the hottest temperature ever recorded in New England during the month of May.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1983...The Pearl River was 10 feet over flood stage at Carthage, MS due to heavy rains.  This was the second worst flood in history for Carthage.  (Intellicast) 

  ...1987...A powerful (F4) tornado virtually wiped the small southwest Texas community of Saragosa off the map.  The twister destroyed eighty-five percent of the structures in the town killing thirty persons and injuring 121 others in the town of population 183.  The tornado hurled trucks and autos through adobe and wood-frame homes, with some vehicles blown 500 feet.  Many of the victims were parents or grandparents of children who died sheltering them from flying debris during a ceremony for Head Start for four-year-olds.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather over the Central Gulf Coast States.  Tennis ball size hail was reported at Ripley, MS.  Showers and thunderstorms in southern Missouri produced 3.20 inches of rain at Springfield to easily surpass their rainfall record for the date.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather continued in southern Texas and parts of the southwestern U.S.  Seven cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including El Paso, TX with a reading of 100 degrees.  Presidio, TX was the hot spot in the nation with a high of 111 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Late afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front in the north central U.S. produced severe weather from northwestern Kansas to central Minnesota and southeastern North Dakota.  There were twenty-nine reports of damaging winds, or dime to golf ball size hail.  Strong thunderstorm winds gusted to 69 mph at Alexandria, MN.  Showers and thunderstorms over eastern North Carolina soaked Wilmington with 2.91 inches of rain, which established a record for the date.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 23 MAY

  ...1882...An unusual late season snow blanketed eastern Iowa, with four to six inches reported around Washington.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1953...The temperature at Hollis, OK soared from a morning low of 70 degrees to an afternoon high of 110 degrees to establish a state record for the month of May.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...It was a busy day for thunderstorms in the central U.S.  Thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Shreveport, LA and golf ball size hail at Marfa, TX.  Hobart, OK received 3.55 inches of rain in the morning, and another 4.03 inches of rain that evening.  Thunderstorms in Nebraska produced 8.5 inches of rain in two hours north of Potter, and 7.5 inches of rain in ninety minutes north of Minatare.  Thunderstorms in Colorado produced five inches of hail at Greeley.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across much of the eastern U.S. Golf ball size hail was reported in Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and Ohio.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Severe thunderstorms developing along a cold front resulted in 98 reports of large hail and damaging winds in the Northern Plains and Upper Mississippi Valley.  Golf ball size hail caused a million dollars damage around Buffalo City, WI, baseball size hail was reported at Northfield, MN and Randolph, MN, and thunderstorm winds gusted to 95 mph at Dunkerton, IA.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

Unseasonably hot weather continued in the south central U.S.  Pueblo, CO equaled their May record with a high of 98 degrees, and the high of 106 degrees at Midland, TX marked a record six straight days of 100 degree heat.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...A cold front crossing the western U.S. produced snow over parts of Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho and Utah, with five inches reported at Austin, NV, and four inches at Crater Lake National Park in Oregon.  Strong winds behind the cold front sharply reduced visibilities in blowing dust over central California, and two multi-vehicle accidents resulted in one death and eighteen injuries.  In northern Idaho, a cloud-burst washed tons of topsoil, and rocks as large as footballs, into the valley town of Culdesac.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1991...Thunderstorms in the Denver, CO metropolitan area produced large hail up to golfball size.  An estimated 5000 homes and 8000 cars received considerable damage.  Hail accumulated to a depth of 6 inches in Aurora.  (Intellicast)

 24 MAY

  ...1894...Six inches of snow blanketed Kentucky.  Just four days earlier as much as ten inches of snow had fallen across Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia.  Six days earlier a violent storm had wrecked nine ships on Lake Michigan.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1930...A tornado touched down near the town of Pratt, KS and traveled at the incredibly slow speed of just 5 mph.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1940...Hail fell near Ada, OK to a depth of six to eight inches, and rainfall runoff left drifts of hail up to five feet high.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Severe thunderstorms in southwest Texas spawned a couple of tornadoes near Silverton, and produced golf ball size hail east of the town of Happy.  Thunderstorms also produced large hail and damaging winds in Louisiana and Texas.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the southeastern U.S. Thunderstorm winds gusted to 88 mph at Columbia NC.  Baseball size hail was reported near Tifton, GA.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather across the Upper Midwest through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned 30 tornadoes, and there were 158 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  A strong (F-3) tornado caused five million dollars damage at Corning, IA, and a powerful (F-4) tornado caused five million dollars damage at Traer, IA.  Thunderstorm winds gusting to 88 mph killed one person and injured five others at Stephensville, WI. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Severe thunderstorms spawned two dozen tornadoes from Montana to Oklahoma.  Four tornadoes carved a 109-mile path across central Kansas.  The third of the four tornadoes blew 88 cars of an 125-car train off the track, stacking them three to four cars high in some cases, and the fourth tornado caused 3.9 million dollars damage.  The third tornado injured six persons who were trying to escape in vehicles.  A woman was "sucked out" of a truck and said that at one time she was "airborne, trying to run but my feet wouldn't touch the ground".  She also saw a live deer "flying through the air".  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 25 MAY

  ...1917...A tornado ripped through southeast Kansas, traveling 65 mph.  The average speed was a record for any tornado.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1955...Two tornadoes struck the town of Blackwell, OK within a few minutes time during the late evening.  The tornadoes killed 18 persons and injured more than 500 others.  Early the next morning a tornado virtually obliterated the small community of Udall, KS killing 80 persons and injuring 270 persons.  More than half the persons in the community were killed or injured by the tornado.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes in West Texas.  One thunderstorm spawned a powerful tornado near Gruver, TX, along with golf ball size hail and 75 mph winds.  A man on a boat on Lake Bistineau in northwest Louisiana was struck and killed by lightning, while the other three persons in the boat were unharmed.  The man reportedly stood up in the boat and asked to be struck by lightning.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Unseasonably cool weather prevailed in the Upper Midwest.  Marquette, MI reported a record low of 26 degrees.  Thunderstorms in the north central U.S. produced wind gusts to 62 mph at Idaho Falls, ID, and produced 4 inches of rain in less than four hours in northern Buffalo County.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a strong cold front produced severe weather from Oklahoma to Ohio through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned nine tornadoes, and there were 155 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Hail three and a half inches in diameter was reported at Dittmer, MO, and thunderstorm winds gusting to 90 mph caused twenty million dollars damage at Rockville, IN.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Evening thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes in Kansas and Missouri, and there were three dozen reports of large hail or damaging winds. Thunderstorms produced hail two inches in diameter at Cole Camp, and wind gusts to 72 mph at Rosebud.  Heavy thunderstorm rains produced flash flooding in central Missouri.  Floodwaters swept through Washington State Park southwest of Saint Louis, and nearly one hundred persons had to be rescued from water as much as twenty feet deep.  The floodwaters swept away a number of vehicles, some were carried as much as four miles away.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

 26 MAY

  ...1771...A famous Virginia flood occurred as heavy rains in the mountains brought all rivers in the state to record high levels.  (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders -1987)

  ...1896...An F5 tornado hit Oakwood, Ortonville, and Thomas, MI.  Forty seven people were killed and 100 were injured.  Trees were debarked "even to the twigs, as though done by the careful hand of an experienced artisan".  Parts of houses were found up to 12 miles away.  (Intellicast)

  ...1917...A tornado touched down near Louisiana, MO about noon and remained on the ground for a distance of 293 miles, finally lifting seven hours and twenty minutes later in eastern Jennings County, IN.  The twister cut a swath of destruction two and a half miles wide through Mattoon, IL.  There were 101 persons killed in the tornado, including 53 at Mattoon, and 38 at Charleston, IL.  Damage from the storm totaled 2.5 million dollars.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1955...An F5 tornado cut through the heart of Blackwell, OK, killed 24 people, destroyed 400 homes, and did 8 million dollars in damage.  The same thunderstorm cell produced another F5 tornado a short time later across the border in Kansas.  Over half the population of Udall was killed (75) as the F5 tornado leveled most of the town.  Damage was set at $2.2 million.  (Intellicast)

  ...1967...A slow moving nor'easter battered New England with high winds, heavy rain, and record late season snow on this day and into the 26th.  Winds 70 to 90 mph in gusts occurred along the coast.  Over 7 inches of rain fell at Nantucket, MA with 6.57 inches falling in 24 hours to set a new 24 hour rainfall record.  Severe damage occurred along the coast from very high tides.  The 24.9 inches of snow that fell at Mount Washington, NH set a new May snowfall record.  Other locations in New Hampshire received 10 inches of snow near Keene and 6 inches at Dublin.  (Intellicast)

  ...1984...Thunderstorms during the late evening and early morning hours produced 6 to 13 inches of rain at Tulsa, OK in six hours (8.63 inches at the airport).  Flooding claimed fourteen lives and caused 90 million dollars property damage.  As many as 4600 cars, 743 houses, and 387 apartments were destroyed or severely damage in the flood.  (Storm Data) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in southwest Iowa spawned five tornadoes and produced up to ten inches of rain.  Seven inches of rain at Red Oak forced evacuation of nearly 100 persons from the town.  Record flooding took place in southwest Iowa the last twelve days of May as up to 17 inches of rain drenched the area.  Total damage to crops and property was estimated at 16 million dollars.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

Severe thunderstorms spawned 15 tornadoes in west Texas.  In Louisiana, a man in a boat on Lake Bistineau was struck and killed by lightning, while the other three people aboard were unharmed.  The man reportedly stood up in the boat and asked to be struck by lightning.  (Intellicast)

  ...1988...There was "frost on the roses" in the Upper Ohio Valley and the Central Appalachian Mountain Region.  Thirteen cities reported record low temperatures for the date, including Youngstown, OH with a reading of 30 degrees.  Evening thunderstorms in North Dakota produced wind gusts to 75 mph at Jamestown.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms in produced large hail in eastern Oklahoma during the pre-dawn hours, and again during the evening and night.  Hail two inches in diameter was reported near Prague, and thunder- storm winds gusted to 70 mph near Kenefic.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Colorado to western Arkansas and northeastern Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned three tornadoes, and there were eighty-eight reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Evening thunderstorms over central Oklahoma spawned strong tornadoes east of Hinton and east of Binger, produced hail three inches in diameter at Minco, and produced wind gusts to 85 mph at Blanchard.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

 27 MAY

  ...1771...As many as 150 lives were lost in the Richmond, VA area in the great James River Flood.  (Intellicast)

  ...1896...A massive F4 tornado struck Saint Louis, MO killing 255 people, injuring at least 1000  persons and causing thirteen million dollars damage.  The tornado path was short, but cut across a densely populated area.  It touched down six miles west of Eads Bridge in Saint Louis and widened to a mile as it crossed into East Saint Louis.  The tornado was the most destructive of record in the U.S. up until that time.  It pierced a five-eighths inch thick iron sheet with a two by four inch pine plank.  A brilliant display of lightning accompanied the storm.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel) (Intellicast)

  ...1917...Sixty seven people were killed and 345 were injured when an F4 tornado tracked 50 miles through Lake County in Tennessee and Fulton, Hickman, and Graves Counties in Kentucky.  (Intellicast)

  ...1931...A tornado struck the "Empire Builder" near Moorhead, MN.  Five coaches weighing 70 tons each were lifted off the track.  One was carried 80 feet.  Fifty seven of the 117 passengers were injured and one was blown through a window and killed.  (Intellicast)

  ...1984...Thunderstorms unloaded 8.63 inches of rain on Tulsa, Oklahoma in only 6 hours.  The resultant flash flooding killed 14 people and total damage was $89.6 million.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Severe thunderstorms in West Texas produced baseball size hail at Crane, hail up to three and a half inches in diameter at Post, and grapefruit size hail south of Midland.  Five days of flooding commenced in Oklahoma.  Thunderstorms produced 7 to 9 inches of rain in central Oklahoma.  Oklahoma City reported 4.33 inches of rain in six hours.  Up to six inches of rain caused flooding in north central Texas.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...Sunny and warm weather prevailed across much of the nation to kick off the Memorial Day weekend.  Afternoon thunderstorms in southern Florida caused the mercury at Miami to dip to a record low reading of 69 degrees.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S.  Ten cities reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 90s.  Lakeland, FL reported a record high of 99 degrees, and Biloxi, MS reported a temperature of 90 degrees along with a relative humidity of 75 percent.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from north central Texas to the Central Gulf Coast Region.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, and there were eighty-one reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Late afternoon thunderstorms over southeast Louisiana produced high winds which injured twenty-seven persons at an outdoor music concert in Baton Rouge, and high winds which gusted to 78 mph at the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

 28 MAY

  ...1809...Three tornadoes crossed through the town of Cincinnati, OH and then traveled up the Ohio Valley.  (Intellicast) 

  ...1880...Savoy, TX was hit by an F4 tornado, resulting in 14 fatalities and 60 injuries.  The tornado leveled the entire business and northeast residential sections.  The tornado was described as "a funnel blazing with balls of fire".  (Intellicast)

  ...1887...The temperature reached 97 degrees at San Francisco, CA, establishing a record high temperature for the month of May for the city.  (Intellicast)

  ...1942...The latest snowstorm of record for the state of Iowa left ten inches at LeMars, eight inches at Cherokee, and 7.5 inches at Waukon.  Afternoon highs were in the lower 30s in parts of northwestern Iowa.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1947...A storm produced heavy snow across Wisconsin, with ten inches reported at Gay Mills.  The snow damaged fruit and other trees, and downed power lines. The storm was followed by the coldest weather of the month for much of the High Plains Region and Missouri Valley.  Williston, ND reported a low of 21 degrees the morning of the 28th, and the next morning Cheyenne, WY reported a morning low of 16 above zero.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1984...Sacramento, CA had its hottest temperature ever recorded in the month of May, when the temperature reached 110 degrees, breaking the old record of 100 degrees set in 1932.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms produced torrential rains in Oklahoma and northern Texas.  Lake Altus, OK was deluged with nine inches of rain.  Up to eight inches drenched northern Texas, and baseball size hail was reported north of Seminole and at Knickerbocker.  Ten to 13 inch rains soaked central Oklahoma the last five days of May resulting in an estimated 65 million dollars damage, and forcing several thousand persons to evacuate their homes, many by boat or helicopter.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1988...A sharp cold front began to usher cold, wet and windy weather into the western U.S.  Thunderstorms in the Great Plains Region produced wind gusts to 80 mph near Brookings, SD.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather continued in Florida.  Five cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  The record high of 98 degrees at Lakeland, FL was their fifth in a row.  Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Florida late in the day, with golf ball size hail reported at Kissimmee.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Two to five inches of rain over southeastern Ohio on the 28th and 29th capped an exceptionally wet month of May, and triggered widespread flooding.  Flooding which resulted claimed three lives, and caused millions of dollars damage.  Numerous roads in southeast Ohio were flooded and impassable, and many other roads were blocked by landslides.  (Storm Data)

 29 MAY

  ...1877...A "terrific" two day long sandstorm (sand) blasted Yuma, AZ.  (28th-29th) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1951...A massive hailstorm, from Wallace to Kearney County in Kansas, caused six million dollars damage to crops.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1953...A tornado, 600 yards wide at times, killed two persons on its 20 mile path from southwest of Fort Rice, ND into Emmons County.  Nearly every building in Fort Rice was damaged.  The Catholic church was leveled, with some pews jammed four feet into the ground.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1982...Marion, IL was devastated by a tornado rated F4 on the Fujita Scale.  Ten people were killed, 181 injured, and damage was estimated at 93 million dollars. (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in West Texas produced softball size hail at Lamesa, and hail up to twelve inches deep east of Dimmitt.  Thunderstorms also spawned seven tornadoes in West Texas, including one which injured three persons at Wolfforth.  Thunderstorms deluged the Texas Hill Country with up to eleven inches of rain. Severe flooding along the Medino, Hondo, Seco, Sabinal and Frio rivers caused more than fifty million dollars damage.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...A powerful cold front brought snow and high winds to parts of the western U.S.  Austin, NV was blanketed with ten inches of snow, and winds gusted to 75 mph at the Mojave Airport in California.  Strong southerly winds and unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the north central U.S.  Glasgow, MT equaled their record for the month of May with a high of 102 degrees.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Wintry weather gripped parts of the northwestern U.S. for the second day in a row.  Great Falls, MT was blanketed with 12 inches of snow, which pushed their total for the winter season to a record 117.4 inches.  Six inches of snow whitened the Cascade Mountains of Oregon.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather from north central Colorado to the northern half of Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, and there were seventy reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Midday thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 90 mph at Hobart, OK, and produced up to three and a half inches of rain in eastern Colorado in four hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1995...An F3 tornado ripped through Great Barrington, MA, killing 3 people, injuring 24, and doing $25 million in damage.  Debris were carried for more than 45 miles.  (Intellicast)

 30 MAY

  ...1879...A major outbreak of severe weather occurred in Kansas and western Missouri.  In Kansas, tornadoes killed eighteen persons at Delphos, and thirty persons at Irving.  Two tornadoes struck the town of Irving within a few minutes time virtually wiping the small Kansas community off the map.  The second tornado was perhaps two miles wide, and exhibited multiple vortices.  (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

  ...1909...A very narrow but intense tornado, rated F4 on the Fujita Scale, cut across the sleeping town of Zephyr, TX shortly after midnight.  Thirty four people were killed and 70 were injured.  Many homes were literally swept away with nothing left on the sites, just vacant lot after vacant lot.  (Intellicast)

  ...1948...  The Columbia River reached its highest stage since 1894.  A railroad bed acting as a dam gave way during a flood along the Columbia River destroying the town of Vanport, OR.  The nearly 18,700 residents escaped with little more than the clothes on their backs.  Damage was estimated at 101 million dollars and 75 lost their lives.  (David Ludlum) (Intellicast)

Twenty carloads of glass were needed in Denver, CO to replace that destroyed by a severe hailstorm.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1983...Unusually high temperatures throughout the western United States caused great runoff from snowpack in Rocky Mountains.  The flooding washed out bridges and caused mudslides in Nevada.  (Intellicast)

  ...1985...The temperature in Oklahoma City, OK reached a sizzling 104 degrees, making it the highest ever for so early in the season.  This also marked the very first time the temperature had reached the 100 degree plateau in the month of May at Oklahoma City.  (Intellicast)

  ...1986...Hanford, WA hit a scorching 104 degrees, breaking the all-time record high temperature for May for Eastern Washington.  Yakima, WA hit 102 degrees, a record high for the month of May for Yakima.  Records also fell at Boise, ID and Reno, NV.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the eastern U.S.  Eighteen cities, from Virginia to Ohio and Michigan, reported record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 97 degrees at Baltimore, MD and Washington, DC, and 98 degrees at Newark, NJ, were records for the date.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Memorial Day heralded heavy snow in some of the mountains and higher passes of Wyoming, closing roads in Yellowstone Park.  McDonald Pass, MT was blanketed with eight inches of snow, while the temperature at Miles City, MT soared to 94 degrees.  A "supercell" thunderstorm in west Texas produced baseball size hail in Bailey and Lamb counties, and up to five inches of rain in less than an hour.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Upper Mississippi Valley to the Upper Ohio Valley during the day.  A powerful (F-4) tornado injured three persons and caused a million dollars damage at New Providence, IA.  Baseball size hail was reported at Blue Earth, MN.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1990...Thunderstorms developing along a warm front spawned fourteen tornadoes in northeastern Texas during the late afternoon and evening hours.  The thunderstorms also produced baseball size hail near Marshall, wind gusts to 77 mph at Commerce, and up to five inches of rain.  Thunderstorms over southwestern Kansas produced up to six inches of rain.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1991...Three thunderstorms produced 5.65 inches of rain in a 3 hour period across new Marlboro and Sheffield, MA resulting in severe flooding.  Many roads and several bridges were washed out eventually isolating the 2 towns.  About 89 miles of road were damaged.  Typical washouts ranged up to 8 feet deep and roads that were 25 feet wide were reduced to only 10 feet.  Power outages were widespread and a state of emergency was declared.  The flooding was the worst since 1955 for the area and total damage was estimated near 10 million dollars.  (Intellicast)

 31 MAY

  ...1830...A tornado with a 400 yard wide track swept through Shelbyville, KY.  The tornado, which killed many people, was described in the "American Journal of Science".  (Intellicast)

  ...1889...The Johnstown, PA disaster occurred, the worst flood tragedy in U.S. history.  Heavy rains 4 to 10 inches over the previous 36 hours collapsed the South Fork Dam sending a thirty foot wall of water rushing down the already flooded Conemaugh Valley.  The wall of water, traveling as fast as twenty-two feet per second, swept away all structures, objects and people, practically wiping out Johnstown.  About 2100 persons perished in the flood.  (David Ludlum)

  ...1941...Thunderstorms deluged Burlington, KS with 12.59 inches of rain to establish a 24 hour rainfall record for the state.  (The Weather Channel)

  ...1961...A severe freeze caused heavy crop damage in New England.  Burlington, VT reported a low reading of 25 degrees.  (Intellicast)

  ...1983...Albany, NY experienced its wettest spring (March-May) in 109 years of records as 19.54 inches of precipitation was recorded.  (Intellicast)

  ...1985...  A vicious tornado outbreak struck southern Ontario, central and eastern Ohio, western and central Pennsylvania, and western New York State.  Forty two tornadoes ripped through the area.  Eighty eight people were killed and total damage was over $200 million.  Eight of the tornadoes were rated F4 on the Fujita scale.  The tornado that devastated Niles, OH was classified as F5 (winds above 260 Mph).  A huge F4 tornado had a 69 mile path length in central Pennsylvania, mostly through Moshannon State Forest.  An estimated 88,000 trees were destroyed as the tornado's path width reached 2.2 miles at one point.  (Storm Data) (Intellicast)

  ...1986...The Weather Service Office in Washington, DC reported its driest spring on record with only 3.47 inches of precipitation from 1 March  to 31 May.  (Intellicast)

  ...1987...Thunderstorms in New England produced wind gusts up to 90 mph at Worcester, MA and Northboro, MA, and hail an inch and a half in diameter at Williston, VT.  Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the northeastern U.S.  The afternoon high of 94 degrees at Portland ME was a record for the month of May. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1988...Hot and humid weather prevailed in the eastern U.S.  Thirteen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Cape Hatteras, NC reported their first ninety degree day in May in 115 years of records.  "Dust buster" thunderstorms in northwest Texas drenched Amarillo with more than three inches of rain.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather and torrential rains in northern Indiana, northern Ohio and southern Lower Michigan.  Saint John, IN was drenched with four inches of rain in two hours, and Woodland, MI was deluged with two inches in twenty minutes.  Pittsburgh, PA reported a record 6.55 inches of rain for the month of May, with measurable rain reported on twenty-five days during the month.  (The National Weather Summary)

  ...1990...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather from northwest Texas to southeastern Louisiana.  The thunderstorms spawned sixteen tornadoes, including thirteen in northwest Texas.   One tornado hit the town of Spearman, TX causing more than a million dollars damage, and seven other tornadoes were reported within twenty-five miles of Spearman.  Thunderstorms over northwest Texas also produced baseball size hail at Monahans, and wind gusts to 80 mph at Paducah.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

  ...1991...Norfolk, VA hit 100 degrees, setting a new all-time record high for the month of May.  (Intellicast)

  ...1992...This May was the driest on record for Chicago, IL and Rockford, IL.  Only 0.30 inches of rain fell at Chicago and Rockford had a paltry 0.48 inches.  The total rainfall at El Paso, TX of this past month was 4.22 inches, making this the wettest May ever for the city.  The normal rainfall for May is only 0.24 inches, which means that this month rainfall total was 1758 percent of normal!!! (Intellicast)




1 MAY

· ...1854...The Connecticut River reached a level of nearly twenty-nine feet at Hartford (the highest level of record up until that time).  The record height was reached in the midst of a great New England flood which followed sixty-six hours of steady rain. (David Ludlum)

· ...1935...Snow, ice and sleet brought winter back to parts of southeast Minnesota.  Minneapolis received three inches of snow to tie their May record which was established in 1892. (1st-2nd) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1954...The temperature at Polebridge, MT dipped to 5 degrees below zero to establish a state record for the month of May. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms produced large hail and heavy rain in Texas.  Baseball size hail pounded Dublin, and 3.75 inches of rain soaked Brady. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Strong southerly winds ahead of a cold front crossing the Rocky Mountain Region gusted to 90 mph at Lamar, CO.  High winds created blinding dust storms in eastern Colorado, closing roads around Limon. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced heavy rain in the southeastern U.S.  Rainfall totals of 1.84 inches at Charlotte, NC and 2.86 inches at Atlanta, GA were records for the date.  Strong thunderstorm winds uprooted trees in Twiggs County, GA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northern Alabama to North Carolina.  There were sixty-three reports of large hail or damaging winds, with hail four inches in diameter reported near Cartersville, GA.  Ten cities in the southeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date as readings warmed into the 90s.  Jacksonville, FL reported a record high of 96 degrees.  Late night thunderstorms over central Texas produced up to ten inches of rain in southern Kimble County and northern Edwards County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

2 MAY

· ...1899...A storm buried Havre, MT under 24.8 inches of snow, an all-time record for that location.  The water equivalent of 2.48 inches was a record 24 hour total for the month of May. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1920...A swarm of tornadoes in Rogers, Mayes and Cherokee Counties in Oklahoma killed 64 persons. (David Ludlum)

· ...1929...Virginia's worst tornado disaster occurred.  Six tornadoes, two of which were west of the Blue Mountains, killed 22 people.  Twelve children and a teacher were killed at Rye Cove, in Scott County.  Four schools were destroyed by the storms. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1983...Severe thunderstorms spawned twenty tornadoes across Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York State.  The tornadoes caused five deaths. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in the Lower Mississippi Valley produced golf ball size hail in northern Louisiana, and wind gusts to 77 mph at Lake Providence, LA.  Thunderstorms in Arkansas produced 4.20 inches of rain at Arkadelphia and 4.00 inches at Bismarck. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A powerful storm produced snow and high winds in the Central Rockies and the Central High Plains Region.  Snowfall totals in Colorado ranged up to 12 inches at Strasburg, and winds in southeastern Colorado gusted to 87 mph at Lamar.  Snow and high winds created blizzard conditions in eastern Colorado and southeastern Wyoming. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing to the north of a warm front produced severe weather in Oklahoma and Texas.  There were 93 reports of severe weather.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 80 mph at Beattie, and baseball size hail was reported at Ranger and Breckenridge.  Juneau, AK reported a record high temperature of 72 degrees while Honolulu equaled their record low for the month of May with a reading of 60 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Fourteen cities in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 90s.  Tampa, FL reported a record high of 97 degrees, and Fort Stewart, GA was the hot spot in the nation with a reading of 100 degrees.

· Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northeastern Texas to western Arkansas during the evening and early nighttime hours.  Thunderstorms spawned a tornado which injured thirteen persons at Paris, TX, and produced baseball size hail at Rio Vista, TX.  Thunderstorm rains of four to seven inches caused flash flooding in west central Arkansas, southern and eastern Oklahoma, and northern Texas. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

3 MAY

· ...1978...Persistent thunderstorms caused widespread flooding in southeastern Louisiana and extreme southeastern Mississippi.  Rainfall totals of ten to thirteen and a half inches were reported around New Orleans causing the worst flooding in thirty years.  The water depth reached three to four feet in several hundred homes, and total property damage was estimated at one hundred million dollars. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.  Softball size hail was reported at Center Point, TX, and a tornado caused three million dollars damage near Satanta, KS.  Heavy snow blanketed the foothills of eastern Colorado, with 18 inches reported at Divide. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms brought much needed rains to the drought-stricken central U.S.  Evening thunderstorms produced large hail in North Carolina.  Baseball size hail was reported west of Mooresville, NC. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern and Central Plains Region.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 72 mph at Graford, TX, and baseball size hail was reported at Graham, TX and Lake Kemp, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A stubborn late season storm slowly crawled across southern Colorado the first three days of the month producing heavy snow from the San Juan Mountains to the southeast plains.  The storm produced up to three feet of snow in the higher elevations of southern Colorado, and 18 to 22 inches of snow along the eastern slopes of the Central Mountains of New Mexico. Pueblo, CO reported a record 10.6 inches of snow for the month as a result of the storm, and a record total for the winter season of 69.6 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

4 MAY

· ...1812...A storm produced snow from Philadelphia to Maine.  A foot of snow fell near Keene, NH, and in Massachusetts, nine inches fell at Waltham, located near Boston. (David Ludlum)

· ...1917...A late season snowstorm in northwest Texas produced up to eight inches of snow in Potter County and Armstrong County. (David Ludlum)

· ...1922...Austin, TX was hit twice by tornadoes which struck within thirty minutes of each other.  Twelve persons were killed in the tornadoes. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1977...A tornado 500 yards in width struck Pleasant Hill, MO severely damaging the high school and grade school.  Only minor injuries were reported among the more than 1000 teaches and students due to excellent warnings and prior tornado drills. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the southeastern U.S., with South Carolina hardest hit.  Thunderstorm winds toppled trees seventy feet high in Spartanburg County, SC, and knocked homes off their foundations near Bishopville, SC. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced large hail in North Carolina, but brought welcome rains to much of the rest of the eastern U.S.  Residents of New England finally saw sunshine after about a week of clouds and rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the Southern Plains Region and the Lower Mississippi Valley.  Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes, and there were 340 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Hail three inches in diameter, and 9.39 inches of rain, resulted in more than 130 million dollars damage at Monroe, LA.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 100 mph at Epps, LA and Fort Worth, TX. A thunderstorm north of Mineral Wells, TX produced high winds which unroofed a nightclub, turning it into a "topless club". (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Lower Ohio Valley to Virginia and the Carolinas.  A tornado at Augusta Springs, VA killed two people and injured ten others, and another tornado caused 1.7 million dollars damage at Colonial Heights, VA.  Temperatures soared into the 90s in northern California.  The high of 98 degrees in downtown Sacramento was their hottest reading of record for so early in the season. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

5 MAY

· ...1917...The same storm which a day earlier produced eight inches of snow in the Texas Panhandle, produced a foot of snow at Denver, CO, their heaviest snow of record for the month of May. (David Ludlum)

· ...1930...The temperature at College Park, VA soared from 43 degrees to 93 degrees to begin an exceptional heat wave. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1987...Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the western U.S.  A dozen cities in California reported record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 93 degrees at San Francisco, 98 degrees at San Jose, 100 degrees at Sacramento, and 101 degrees at Redding, were the warmest of record for so early in the season.  The high of 94 degrees at Medford, OR was also the warmest of record for so early in the season. (The National Weather Summary)

· Parts of the western U.S. were in the midst of a blistering May heat wave.  The reading of 100 degrees in Downtown Sacramento, CA was their earliest of record.  Sacramento, CA established daily record highs on nine of eleven days between the 4th and the 14th. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1988...A stubborn low pressure system continued to drench the eastern U.S. with rain.  Thunderstorms again produced large hail in North Carolina. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms swept across Georgia and the Carolinas during the late afternoon and evening hours spawning seventeen tornadoes.  A tornado at Toccoa, GA injured 15 persons, and a tornado at Chesnee, SC killed two persons and injured 35 others.  Five tornadoes in North Carolina accounted for five deaths, 88 injuries, and sixty million dollars damage.  Thunderstorms also produced baseball size hail at Lake Murray, SC, and wind gusts to 78 mph at Brooklyn, MD. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A strong Pacific cold front moving rapidly inland caused weather conditions at the east end of the Strait of Juan de Fuca in Washington State to quickly change from sunny and calm to westerly winds of 60 mph and ten-foot waves.  Three recreational fishing boats capsized in heavy seas off Port Angeles resulting in five deaths.  In California, temperatures soared above 90 degrees across much of the state.  The high of 101 degrees in downtown Los Angeles was eight degrees hotter than their previous record for the date. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

6 MAY

· ...1933...Charleston, SC was deluged with 10.57 inches of rain, an all- time 24 hour record for that location. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1975...A massive tornado hit Omaha, NE killing three persons, injuring 133 others, and causing 150 million dollars damage.  The tornado struck during the late afternoon moving northeastward through the industrial and residential areas of west central Omaha, and lifting over the northern section of the city.  The twister, which cut a swath ten miles long and as much as a quarter of a mile wide, was the mostly costly in U.S. history up until that time. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Eighteen cities in California and Oregon reported record high temperatures for the date.  Highs of 91 degrees at Portland, OR, 101 degrees at Medford, OR, and 104 degrees at Sacramento, CA, were the warmest of record for so early in the season. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A major storm brought high winds to the western half of the country.  A wind gust of 74 mph at Pueblo, CO broke their May record established just four days earlier, and winds in the Arapahoe Ski Basin area of Colorado reached 85 mph.  In North Dakota, the high winds reduced visibilities to near zero in blowing dust closing many roads. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Sixteen cities in the north central U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date.  Morning lows of 17 at Bismarck, ND and 26 at Minneapolis, MN were the coldest of record for so late in the season.  A reading of 43 degrees at the start of the Kentucky Derby was the coldest in 115 years of records.  Light snow was reported in the Upper Midwest, with an inch reported at Chicago, IL. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Snow and high winds prevailed behind a Pacific cold front crossing the northwestern U.S.  Wind gusts above 50 mph were reported in southeastern Idaho, and heavy snow blanketed the Cascade Mountains of Washington State, with twelve inches reported at Stampede Pass. (The National Weather Summary)

7 MAY

· ...1840...A powerful tornado wrecked many boats at the Natchez Landing in Mississippi, then plowed through the city on the bluff.  The tornado killed 317 persons, and caused a million dollars damage.  The force of the storm caused houses to burst open.  The tornado was the most deadly and destructive in early American history. (David Ludlum)

· ...1964...The temperature at White Mountain 2, located in California, dipped to 15 degrees below zero to set a record for May for the continental U.S. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thirty-one cities in the western U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date.  Highs of 93 degrees at Portland, OR and San Jose, CA were the warmest of record for so early in the season.  The high of 92 degrees at Quillayute, WA was a record for the month of May.  The temperature at Sacramento, CA hit 105 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A powerful storm in the north central U.S. produced up to three feet of snow in the Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming and the mountains of south central Montana.  Up to five inches of rain drenched central Montana in less than 24 hours, and flash flooding in Wyoming caused a million dollars damage.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thirty-two cities in the central and eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date, and 24 hour snowfall totals of 7.2 inches at Buffalo, NY and 10.7 inches at Rochester, NY were records for the month of May.  While northerly winds ushered unseasonably cold air into the eastern U.S., temperatures warmed rapidly in the Great Plains Region, reaching the 90s in Kansas.  The temperature at Manhattan, KS soared from a low of 30 degrees to a high of 88 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Gale force winds lashed the northern and central Pacific coast.  A wind gust of 52 mph at Eureka, CA established a record for the month of May.  Strong winds over northeastern Colorado, associated with a fast moving Pacific cold front, gusted to 63 mph at Peetz.  Snow developed over the northwest mountains of Wyoming late in the day, and Yellowstone National Park was whitened with 6 to 14 inches. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· 8 MAY

· ...1784...A deadly hailstorm in South Carolina hit the town of Winnsborough.  The hailstones, measuring as much as nine inches in circumference, killed several persons, and a great number of sheep, lambs and birds. (David Ludlum)

· ...1803...A freak spring storm produced heavy snow from southern Indiana to New England.  The storm made sleighing possible in Massachusetts, but also ruined shade trees in Philadelphia. (David Ludlum)

· ...1981...The Dallas/Fort Worth area experienced its worst hailstorm of record as baseball to grapefruit size hail, accompanied by 100 mph winds, caused nearly 200 million dollars damage.  Hail accumulated eight inches deep at Cedar Hill, TX. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Twenty-eight cities in the northwestern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date.  The record high of 95 degrees at Redding, CA was their fifth in a row, and the record high of 102 degrees at Hanover, WA was just one degree shy of their record for May. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms in the Mississippi Valley spawned a total of 57 tornadoes, including 24 in Wisconsin, and a record 22 tornadoes in one day in Iowa.  There were also more than 200 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Baseball size hail was reported at Terre Bonne, Mo.  At Rockford, IL one person was temporarily trapped inside a portable toilet toppled by thunderstorm winds gusting to 80 mph.  Fortunately, not a single person was killed in the "Mother's Day" tornado outbreak. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Twenty-one cities in the eastern U.S. reported record low temperatures for the date.  Lows of 28 degrees at Asheville NC and 31 degrees at Greer, SC were records for May. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in northwestern and north central Kansas during the evening and night.  Thunderstorms produced hail three inches in diameter at Brewster, and wind gusts to 92 mph south of Wakeeney.  Thunderstorms over northwest Iowa deluged the town of Boone with five inches of rain flooding basements and leaving some areas under four feet of water. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

9 MAY

· ...1966...Record snows fell in the northeastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania, including 3.1 inches at Pittsburgh, PA and 5.4 inches at Youngstown, OH.  Snow also extended across parts of New York State, with eight inches reported in the southern Adirondacks. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1977...A late season snowstorm hit parts of Pennsylvania, New York State, and southern and central New England.  Heavier snowfall totals included 27 inches at Slide Mountain, NY and 20 inches at Norwalk, CT.  At Boston it was the first May snow in 107 years of records.  The heavy wet snow caused extensive damage to trees and power lines.  The homes of half a million persons were without power following the storm. (9th-10th) (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1985...Lightning struck some trees about 150 yards away from a home in Alabama, and followed the driveway to the home.  The charge went through the house and burned all the electrical outlets, ruined appliances, and blasted a hole in the concrete floor of the basement. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather spread from the Pacific Northwest to the Upper Mississippi Valley.  Fifteen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  It was the fourth day of record warmth for Eugene, OR and Salem, OR. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A massive cyclone in the central U.S. produced severe thunder- storms from eastern Texas to the Upper Ohio Valley.  A strong (F-3) tornado ripped through Middleboro KY causing more than 22 million dollars damage.  Thunderstorms in east central Texas produced hail three and a half inches in diameter at Groesbeck, and near Fairfield. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front in the south central U.S. produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 62 mph at Mira, LA, and during the morning hours drenched Stuttgart, AR with five inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the central U.S. during the evening hours, mainly from southeastern Missouri to southwestern Indiana.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, including two strong (F-2) tornadoes in southern Illinois.  Strong thunderstorm winds gusted to 85 mph at Orient IL, and to 100 mph at West Salem.  Thunderstorms drenched northeastern Illinois with up to 4.50 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

10 MAY

· ...1905...A deadly tornado hit the town of Snyder, OK killing 87 persons.  The tornado leveled 100 homes in Snyder, and destroyed many others.  The large and violent tornado killed a total of 97 persons along its 40 miles path across southwestern Oklahoma.  Its roar could reportedly be heard up to twelve miles away. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1966...Morning lows of 21 degrees at Bloomington-Normal, IL and Aurora, IL established a state record for the month of May. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Summer-like "Father's Day" type weather prevailed in the north central and western U.S. for "Mother's Day", as seventeen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Jamestown, ND soared to a record high of 96 degrees.  Thunderstorms along the Central Gulf Coast deluged Lillian, AL with 14.5 inches of rain, and nearby Perdido Key, FL with 12.8 inches of rain. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced hail and high winds over the Atlantic Coast Region and the Gulf Coast States marking the end of a five day episode of severe weather associated with a cyclone tracking out of the Great Basin into southeastern Canada. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front crossing the Plateau Region produced wind gusts to 75 mph at Butte, MT, and gusts to 77 mph at Choteau, MT. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...A spring storm produced heavy snow in Upper Michigan and eastern Wisconsin.  Totals ranged up to 12 inches at Marquette, MI, with eight inches reported at Muskego, WI and Hartford, WI.  The heavy wet snow, and winds gusting to 35 mph, damaged or destroyed thousands of trees, and downed numerous power lines.  Total damage from the storm was more than four million dollars. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

11 MAY

· ...1953...A tornado hit Waco, TX killing 114 persons and burying some downtown streets under five feet of fallen bricks. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1966...The 1.6 inch snow at Chicago, IL was their latest measurable snow of record.  Previously the record was 3.7 inches on the 1st and 2nd of May set in 1940. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1970...A very powerful tornado struck the city of Lubbock, TX killing 26 persons, injuring more than 500 others, and causing 135 million dollars damage.  It was the most destructive tornado of record up until that time, and came on the 17th anniversary of the twister which struck Waco, TX killing 114 persons.  A second tornado killed two others persons in Lubbock, and the two tornadoes damaged or destroyed nearly a quarter of the city. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Early morning thunderstorms produced up to four inches of rain in southern Texas, with flooding reported from Maverick County to Eagle Pass.  Evening thunderstorms in northern Illinois produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 70 mph. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the southwestern U.S.  Reno, NV reported a record high of 89 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in the High Plains Region.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 71 mph at Gillette, WY, and baseball size hail was reported at Pecos, TX and Fort Stockton, TX.  Fort Stockton, TX was deluged with 7.75 inches of rain in less than two hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Unseasonably cold weather followed in the wake of a spring storm in the north central U.S.  Seven cities reported record low temperatures for the date, including Madison, WI with a reading of 29 degrees.

· Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Kansas, Oklahoma and the northern half of Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes in Texas, and produced high winds which overturned four mobile homes northwest of Abilene, TX injuring ten persons. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

12 MAY

· ...1934...A dust storm darkened skies from Oklahoma to the Atlantic coast. (David Ludlum)

· ...1971...Duststorms suddenly reduced visibilities to near zero on Interstate Highway 10 near Casa Grande, AZ.  Chain reaction accidents involving cars and trucks resulted, killing seven persons. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1972...In Texas, a cloudburst dumped sixteen inches of rain north of New Braunfels sending a thirty foot wall of water down Blueders Creek into the Comal and Guadalupe Rivers washing away people, houses and automobiles.  The flood claimed 18 lives and caused more than twenty million dollars damage.  (The Weather Channel)

· ...1982...A late season snowstorm struck the Front Range of the Colorado Rockies.  The storm produced 46 inches of snow at Coal Creek Canyon, located near Boulder. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...A heat wave persisted in central California.  Afternoon highs of 100 degrees at Fresno, CA and 102 degrees at Sacramento CA were records for the date.  (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the western U.S.  Eight cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including Pendleton, OR with a high of 92 degrees and Phoenix, AZ with a reading of 106 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Showers and thunderstorms associated with a low pressure system stalled over New York State drenched Portland, ME with 4.50 inches of rain in 24 hours.  Rains of 5 to 7 inches soaked the state of Maine over a four day period causing 1.3 million dollars damage. (The National Weather Summary)  (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Texas and the Central Gulf Coast States into Missouri and Illinois.  Thunderstorms spawned six tornadoes, including one which injured four persons at Doloroso, MS.  Thunderstorms also produced hail three inches in diameter west of Vicksburg, MS, and wind gusts to 83 mph in southern Illinois, north of Vevay Park and at the Coles County Airport.  High winds and heavy rain caused 1.6 million dollars crop damage in Calhoun County IL, and in southeastern Louisiana, Saint Joseph was deluged with eight inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

13 MAY

· ...1930...A man was killed when caught in an open field during a hailstorm northwest of Lubbock, TX.  It was the first, and perhaps the only, authentic death by hail in U.S. weather records. (David Ludlum)

· ...1981...A tornado 450 yards in width destroyed ninety percent of Emberson, TX.  People did not see a tornado, but rather a wall of debris.  Homes were leveled, a man in a bathtub was hurled a quarter of a mile, and a 1500 pound recreational vehicle was hurled 500 yards.  Miraculously no deaths occurred in the tornado. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A cold front brought an end to the early season warm spell in the north central U.S., but not before the temperature at Sioux City, IA soared to a record warm 95 degrees.  Strong southwesterly winds ahead of the cold front gusted to 52 mph at Marais, MI.  Evening thunderstorms produced golf ball size hail at Rockford, MN, and wind gusts to 75 mph at Belmond, IA. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Strong winds along a cold front ushering cold air into the northwestern U.S. gusted to 69 mph at Myton, UT.  Temperatures warmed into the 80s ahead of the cold front, as far north as Montana. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather in the Southern Plains Region during the afternoon and night.  A thunderstorm at Killeen, TX produced wind gusts to 95 mph damaging 200 helicopters at Fort Hood causing nearly 500 million dollars damage.  Another thunderstorm produced softball size hail at Hodges, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front spawned ten tornadoes from eastern Wyoming to northern Kansas, including seven in western Nebraska.  Thunderstorms forming ahead of a cold front in the eastern U.S. spawned five tornadoes from northeastern North Carolina to southern Pennsylvania.  Thunderstorms over southeast Louisiana deluged the New Orleans area with four to eight inches of rain between 7 AM and Noon. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

14 MAY

· ...1896...The mercury plunged to 10 degrees below zero at Climax, CO.  It was the lowest reading of record for the U.S. during the month of May. (David Ludlum)

· ...1898...A severe thunderstorm, with some hailstones up to 9.5 inches in circumference, pounded a four mile wide path across Kansas City, MO.  South-facing windows were broken in nearly every house in central and eastern parts of the city, and several persons were injured.  An even larger hailstone was thought to have been found, but it turned out to be a chunk of ice tossed out the window of a building by a prankster. (The Kansas City Weather Almanac) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Seven cities across the western U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date as unseasonably hot weather made a comeback.  The record high of 103 degrees at Sacramento CA was their ninth in eleven days, and also marked a record seven days of 100 degree heat for the month.  Their previous record was two days of 100 degree heat in May. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Sunny and dry weather prevailed across the nation.  Temperatures warmed into the 80s and lower 90s in the Great Plains Region and the Mississippi Valley. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along a stationary front produced severe weather in south central Texas and the Southern High Plains Region during the afternoon and evening hours.  Thunderstorms produced softball size hail at Spearman, TX and Hitchcock, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from northwest Texas to western Missouri.  Severe thunder- storms spawned seventeen tornadoes, including nine in Texas.  Four tornadoes in Texas injured a total of nine persons.  Thunderstorms in Texas also produced hail four inches in diameter at Shamrock, and hail four and a half inches in diameter near Guthrie.  Thunderstorms over northeastern Kansas produced more than seven inches of rain in Chautauqua County between 9 PM and midnight. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

15 MAY

· ...1834...The Northern Atlantic Coast States were in the midst of their greatest May snowstorm of record.  The hills around Newbury, VT were covered with two to three feet of snow. (David Ludlum)

· ...1968...A tornado touched down southwest of Anchorage, AK.  It was the second of just three tornadoes reported in Alaska since 1950. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1972...The worst ice jam flooding of memory for long-time residents took place along the Kuskokwim River and Yukon River in Alaska.  It was the first time since 1890 that the two rivers "flowed as one".  The towns of Oscarville and Napaskiak were completely inundated. (15th-31st) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather returned to the north central U.S.  Seven cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including Jamestown, ND with a reading of 96 degrees.  Thunderstorms in Utah produced five inches of rain south of Bicknell. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms in Oklahoma produced wind gusts to 80 mph in Oklahoma County, and baseball size hail at Pawnee.  Hail piled up to a depth of 18 inches south of Pawnee.  Hail damage in Oklahoma was estimated at close to 25 million dollars.  Thunderstorms in the Upper Midwest produced golf ball size hail around Cleveland, OH, and wind gusts to 83 mph at Angola, IN. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing along and north of a stationary front produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Thunderstorms spawned eleven tornadoes, and there were 145 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Softball size hail caused 2.1 million dollars damage at Sherman, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Central Plains Region and Oklahoma to Indiana and western Kentucky.  Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes, including seven in Oklahoma, and there were 165 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  A tornado killed one person, injured a dozen others, and caused four million dollars damage at Stillwater, OK.  Another tornado injured eight persons at Foyil, OK.  Thunderstorms in Oklahoma also produced wind gusts to 92 mph at Oologah Lake, and softball size hail at Canton and north of Oakwood. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· 16 MAY

· ...1874...The Mill Creek disaster occurred west of Northhampton, MA.  Dam slippage resulted in a flash flood which claimed 143 lives, and caused a million dollars property damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1924...The temperature at Blitzen, OR soared to 108 degrees to set a state record for the month of May.  The record was later tied at Pelton Dam on the 31st of May in 1986. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1952...High winds in the Wasatch Canyon of Utah struck Ogden and Brigham City.  Winds at Hill Air Force Base gusted to 92 mph. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...It was a summer-like day as thunderstorms abounded across the nation.  Thunderstorms in Texas drenched Guadelupe County with more than three inches of rain resulting in flash flooding. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from Florida to New York State.  Unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the north central U.S.  Havre, MT reported a record high of 95 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Thunderstorms spawned twenty tornadoes, and there were 180 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  A tornado at Cleburne, TX caused 30 million dollars damage.  A violent (F-4) tornado touched down near Brackettville, TX, and a strong (F-3) tornado killed one person and injured 28 others at Jarrell TX.  Thunderstorms also produced softball size hail at Shamrock, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Oklahoma and northeastern Texas to the Upper Ohio Valley.  Thunderstorms spawned seventeen tornadoes, including a twister which killed one person and injured another north of Corning, AR.  There were 128 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Strong thunderstorm winds killed one person and injured six others at Folsomville, IN, and injured another five persons in southeastern Hardin County, KY.  In Arkansas, baseball size hail was reported near Fouke and near El Dorado. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

17 MAY

· ...1883...A three day flood in the Black Hills of western South Dakota resulted in a million dollars damage at Rapid City. (David Ludlum)

· ...1979...A reading of 12 degrees at Mauna Kea Observatory established an all-time record low for the state of Hawaii. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1983...A golfer playing the Fox Meadows Course in Memphis, TN was struck by a bolt of lightning that went through his neck, down his spine, came out a pocket containing his keys, and went into a nearby tree.  Miraculously, he survived! (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...A summer-like weather pattern continued, with warm temperatures and scattered thunderstorms across much of the nation.  A cold front in the north central U.S. produced a sharp contrast in the weather across the state of Minnesota during the afternoon.  At the same time Duluth was 50 degrees with rain and fog, Mankato was 95 degrees with sunny skies. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds over the Carolinas during the afternoon and evening.  A "thunderstorm of a lifetime" in northern Spartanburg County, SC produced hail for forty-five minutes, leaving some places knee-deep in hail. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms ravaged the south central U.S. with severe weather for the third day in a row. Thunderstorms spawned another nineteen tornadoes, for a total of fifty tornadoes in three days.  A strong (F-2) tornado injured 14 persons and caused two million dollars damage at Apple Springs TX.  Baseball size hail was reported at Matador, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing along a cold front produced severe weather in New York State during the late morning and afternoon.  A tornado injured one person at Warren, and wind gusts to 80 mph were reported at Owego.  Evening thunderstorms over southwest Texas produced wind gusts to 80 mph at Marfa, along with golf ball size hail which accumulated to a depth of ten inches. Late night thunderstorms over southwest Texas produced up to seven inches of rain in western Crockett County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

18 MAY

· ...1825...A tornado (said to have crossed all of the state of Ohio) smashed into the log cabin settlement of Burlington, northeast of Columbus. (David Ludlum)

· ...1960...Salt Lake City, UT received an inch of snow. It marked their latest measurable snowfall of record. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1980...Mount Saint Helens (in Washington State) erupted spewing ash and smoke sixty-three thousand feet into the air. Heavy ash covered the ground to the immediate northwest, and small particles were carried to the Atlantic coast. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in Kansas, developing along a cold front, spawned tornadoes at Emporia and Toledo, produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Fort Scott, and produced golf ball size hail in the Kansas City area.  Unseasonably hot weather prevailed ahead of the cold front.  Pomona, NJ reported a record high of 93 degrees, and Altus, OK hit 100 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Low pressure anchored over eastern Virginia kept showers and thunderstorms over the Middle Atlantic Coast Region.  Flash flooding was reported in Pennsylvania.  Up to five inches of rain drenched Franklin County, PA in 24 hours. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather from the Central Gulf Coast States to the Lower Missouri Valley during the day and evening.  Thunderstorms spawned sixteen tornadoes, and there were 74 reports of large hail and damaging winds. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the central U.S. spawning a sixteen tornadoes, including a dozen in Nebraska.  Thunderstorms also produced hail four inches in diameter at Perryton, TX, wind gusts to 84 mph at Ellis, KS, and high winds which caused nearly two million dollars damage at Sutherland, NE.  Thunderstorms deluged Sioux City, IA with up to eight inches of rain, resulting in a record flood crest on Perry Creek and at least 4.5 million dollars damage. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

19 MAY

· ...1780...The infamous "dark day" in New England tradition.  At noon it was nearly as dark as night. Chickens went to roost, and many persons were fearful of divine wrath.  The phenomena was caused by forest fires to the west of New England. (David Ludlum)

· ...1955...Lake Maloya, NM received 11.28 inches of rain in 24 hours to establish a state record. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1975...Thunderstorms produced golf ball size hail and wind gusts to 110 mph in Minnesota, between Fridley and Hugo.  Fifty persons were injured.  The hail and high winds destroyed fifty mobile homes, and a dozen aircraft, and also destroyed a third of the Brighton Elementary School. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in Texas produced thirteen inches of rain northwest of Lavernia.  The heavy rain, along with golf ball size hail, destroyed eighty percent of the crops in the area, while high winds toppled trees.  Golf ball size hail was also reported south of Dallas and around San Antonio.  Up to eight inches of rain drenched Guadelupe County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Severe thunderstorms in southwest Texas produced hail as large as tennis balls around Midland, with the hail accumulating up to a foot deep.  Showers and thunderstorms in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region produced 3.5 inches of rain near Schuylkill, PA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front spawned ten tornadoes from Illinois to Tennessee during the afternoon and night.  Snow, wind and cold prevailed in the Northern Plateau Region and the Northern Rockies.  Dixie, ID was blanketed with nine inches of snow, winds gusted to 87 mph at Choteau, MT, and the temperature at Crater Lake, OR dipped to 11 degrees. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms deluged Hot Springs, AR with thirteen inches of rain in nine hours resulting in a devastating flood.  Two waves of water, four to six feet deep, swept down Central Avenue flooding stores and the famous bathhouses on Bathhouse Row.  Water released from Lake Hamilton devastated the area between it and Remmel Dam.  The 500 foot Carpenter Dam Bridge across Lake Catherine was completely washed away, as were cabins and mobile homes near the lake, many of which flowed right over the top of Remmel Dam. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

20 MAY

· ...1894...A record late snow of two to eight inches whitened parts of central and eastern Kentucky. Lexington, KY received six inches of snow. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1916...A tornado struck the town of Codell, KS.  A tornado struck the town on the same day the following year (1917), and a third tornado hit Cordell on May 20th in 1918. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1957...A tornado touched down to the southwest of Kansas City and traveled a distance of seventy-one miles cutting a swath of near total destruction through the southeastern suburbs of Ruskin Heights and Hickman Mills.  The tornado claimed the lives of forty-five persons, and left hundreds homeless.  It was the worst weather disaster of record for Kansas City.  About all that remained of one house was a small table and a fish bowl atop, with the fish still swimming about inside the bowl, rather unconcerned. (The Kansas City Weather Almanac)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in southern Texas produced grapefruit size hail, near the town of Dilley ("by dilly"), and produced wind gusts to 73 mph at Lake Amistad.  The large hail broke windows, killed small animals, and damaged watermelon.  Thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather from Indiana to the Dakotas.  Thunderstorms produced baseball size hail at Denver, IA, and wind gusts to 80 mph in southern Henry County, IL.  (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms in the south central U.S. produced wind gusts to 70 mph at Omaha, NE, and wind gusts to 80 mph at Midland, TX and Dallas, TX.  Temperatures in California soared into the 90s and above 100 degrees.  San Jose, CA reported a record high of 97 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Pre-dawn thunderstorms produced large hail in eastern Oklahoma and northwestern Arkansas. Later in the morning thunderstorms in North Carolina produced dime size hail at Hanging Dog.  Thunderstorms also produced severe weather from the Lower Mississippi Valley to the Central Plains Region later that day and night, with baseball size hail reported around Lawn, TX, Novice, TX, and Eola, TX. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across the southeastern quarter of the nation through the day and night.  Severe thunder-storms spawned six tornadoes, including one which injured two persons at Algoma, MS and another which injured nine persons at Rogersville, MO.  There were 119 reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Thunderstorms produced baseball size hail at Houston, MO and damaging winds which killed one person at Toccoa, GA. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

21 MAY

· ...1860...A swarm of tornadoes occurred in the Ohio Valley.  Tornadoes struck the cities of Louisville, KY, Cincinnati, OH, Chillicothe, OH and Marietta, OH causing a million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

· ...1895...The temperature at Norwalk, OH dipped to 19 degrees to set a state record for the month of May. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1896...The mercury soared to 124 degrees at Salton, CA to establish a U.S. record for May. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders - 1987)

· ...1980...The temperature at Williston, ND reached 102 degrees to set a record for May, and the next day the mercury hit 106 degrees. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Severe thunderstorms, developing along a sharp cold front crossing the central U.S., produced 60 mph winds and golf ball size hail at Sedalia, MO, and drenched Hagerstown, IN with six inches of rain in one hour.  Temperatures soared into the 90s ahead of the cold front.  Paducah, KY hit 94 degrees for the second day in a row.  Light snow blanketed Montana, with three inches reported at Butte. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Severe thunderstorms swept across southern Louisiana during the morning hours spawning six tornadoes, and producing wind gusts to 88 mph at Jennings.  Thunderstorms also produced five inches of rain in two hours at Lake Charles, causing local flooding. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms moving southeastward across the Central Plains Region into Oklahoma and Arkansas produced severe weather through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned just four tornadoes, but there were 243 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Baseball size hail was reported at Augusta, KS, and thunderstorm winds gusted to 98 mph at Johnson, KS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across the southeastern U.S. for the second day in a row.  Severe thunderstorms spawned five tornadoes, including one which injured a person at Richmond, KY.  There were eighty-seven reports of large hail or damaging winds, with hail three inches in diameter reported at Austin, TX.  Thunderstorms produced up to five inches of rain in Macon County, GA, and heavy rains left nearly eight feet of water over roads near Stepstone, KY. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

22 MAY

· ...1876...Denver, CO was drenched with 6.53 inches of rain in 24 hours, an all-time record for that location. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1911...The temperature at Lewiston, ME soared to 101 degrees.  It was the hottest temperature ever recorded in New England during the month of May. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...A powerful tornado virtually wiped the small southwest Texas community of Saragosa off the map.  The twister destroyed eighty- five percent of the structures in the town killing thirty persons and injuring 121 others in the town of population 183.  The tornado hurled trucks and autos through adobe and wood- frame homes, with some vehicles blown 500 feet. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather over the Central Gulf Coast States.  Tennis ball size hail was reported at Ripley, MS.  Showers and thunderstorms in southern Missouri produced 3.20 inches of rain at Springfield to easily surpass their rainfall record for the date. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather continued in southern Texas and parts of the southwestern U.S.  Seven cities reported record high temperatures for the date, including El Paso, TX with a reading of 100 degrees.  Presidio, TX was the hot spot in the nation with a high of 111 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Late afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front in the north central U.S. produced severe weather from northwestern Kansas to central Minnesota and southeastern North Dakota.  There were twenty-nine reports of damaging winds, or dime to golf ball size hail.  Strong thunderstorm winds gusted to 69 mph at Alexandria, MN.  Showers and thunderstorms over eastern North Carolina soaked Wilmington with 2.91 inches of rain, which established a record for the date. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

23 MAY

· ...1882...An unusual late season snow blanketed eastern Iowa, with four to six inches reported around Washington. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1953...The temperature at Hollis, OK soared from a morning low of 70 degrees to an afternoon high of 110 degrees to establish a state record for the month of May. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...It was a busy day for thunderstorms in the central U.S.  Thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 65 mph at Shreveport, LA and golf ball size hail at Marfa, TX.  Hobart, OK received 3.55 inches of rain in the morning, and another 4.03 inches of rain that evening.  Thunderstorms in Nebraska produced 8.5 inches of rain in two hours north of Potter, and 7.5 inches of rain in ninety minutes north of Minatare.  Thunderstorms in Colorado produced five inches of hail at Greeley. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather across much of the eastern U.S.  Golf ball size hail was reported in Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and Ohio. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Severe thunderstorms developing along a cold front resulted in 98 reports of large hail and damaging winds in the Northern Plains and Upper Mississippi Valley.  Golf ball size hail caused a million dollars damage around Buffalo City, WI, baseball size hail was reported at Northfield, MN and Randolph, MN, and thunderstorm winds gusted to 95 mph at Dunkerton, IA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· Unseasonably hot weather continued in the south central U.S.  Pueblo, CO equaled their May record with a high of 98 degrees, and the high of 106 degrees at Midland, TX marked a record six straight days of 100 degree heat. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...A cold front crossing the western U.S. produced snow over parts of Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho and Utah, with five inches reported at Austin, NV, and four inches at Crater Lake National Park in Oregon.  Strong winds behind the cold front sharply reduced visibilities in blowing dust over central California, and two multi-vehicle accidents resulted in one death and eighteen injuries.  In northern Idaho, a cloud-burst washed tons of topsoil, and rocks as large as footballs, into the valley town of Culdesac. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

24 MAY

· ...1894...Six inches of snow blanketed Kentucky. Just four days earlier as much as ten inches of snow had fallen across Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia.  Six days earlier a violent storm had wrecked nine ships on Lake Michigan. (David Ludlum)

· ...1930...A tornado touched down near the town of Pratt, KS and traveled at the incredibly slow speed of just 5 mph. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1940...Hail fell near Ada, OK to a depth of six to eight inches, and rainfall runoff left drifts of hail up to five feet high. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Severe thunderstorms in southwest Texas spawned a couple of tornadoes near Silverton, and produced golf ball size hail east of the town of Happy.  Thunderstorms also produced large hail and damaging winds in Louisiana and Texas. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the southeastern U.S.  Thunderstorm winds gusted to 88 mph at Columbia NC.  Baseball size hail was reported near Tifton, GA. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a cold front produced severe weather across the Upper Midwest through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned 30 tornadoes, and there were 158 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  A strong (F-3) tornado caused five million dollars damage at Corning, IA, and a powerful (F-4) tornado caused five million dollars damage at Traer, IA. Thunderstorm winds gusting to 88 mph killed one person and injured five others at Stephensville, WI. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Severe thunderstorms spawned two dozen tornadoes from Montana to Oklahoma.  Four tornadoes carved a 109-mile path across central Kansas.  The third of the four tornadoes blew 88 cars of an 125-car train off the track, stacking them three to four cars high in some cases, and the fourth tornado caused 3.9 million dollars damage.  The third tornado injured six persons who were trying to escape in vehicles.  A woman was "sucked out" of a truck and said that at one time she was "airborne, trying to run but my feet wouldn't touch the ground".  She also saw a live deer "flying through the air".  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

25 MAY

· ...1917...A tornado ripped through southeast Kansas, traveling 65 mph.  The average speed was a record for any tornado. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1955...Two tornadoes struck the town of Blackwell, OK within a few minutes time during the late evening.  The tornadoes killed 18 persons and injured more than 500 others.  Early the next morning a tornado virtually obliterated the small community of Udall, KS killing 80 persons and injuring 270 persons.  More than half the persons in the community were killed or injured by the tornado. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms spawned fifteen tornadoes in West Texas.  One thunderstorm spawned a powerful tornado near Gruver, TX, along with golf ball size hail and 75 mph winds.  A man on a boat on Lake Bistineau in northwest Louisiana was struck and killed by lightning, while the other three persons in the boat were unharmed.  The man reportedly stood up in the boat and asked to be struck by lightning. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Unseasonably cool weather prevailed in the Upper Midwest.  Marquette, MI reported a record low of 26 degrees.  Thunderstorms in the north central U.S. produced wind gusts to 62 mph at Idaho Falls, ID, and produced 4 inches of rain in less than four hours in northern Buffalo County. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms developing ahead of a strong cold front produced severe weather from Oklahoma to Ohio through the day and night.  Thunderstorms spawned nine tornadoes, and there were 155 reports of large hail and damaging winds.  Hail three and a half inches in diameter was reported at Dittmer, MO, and thunderstorm winds gusting to 90 mph caused twenty million dollars damage at Rockville, IN. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Evening thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes in Kansas and Missouri, and there were three dozen reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Thunderstorms produced hail two inches in diameter at Cole Camp, and wind gusts to 72 mph at Rosebud.  Heavy thunderstorm rains produced flash flooding in central Missouri.  Floodwaters swept through Washington State Park southwest of Saint Louis, and nearly one hundred persons had to be rescued from water as much as twenty feet deep.  The floodwaters swept away a number of vehicles, some were carried as much as four miles away.  (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

26 MAY

· ...1771...A famous Virginia flood occurred as heavy rains in the mountains brought all rivers in the state to record high levels. (Sandra and TI Richard Sanders -1987)

· ...1917...A tornado touched down near Louisiana, MO about noon and remained on the ground for a distance of 293 miles, finally lifting seven hours and twenty minutes later in eastern Jennings County, IN.  The twister cut a swath of destruction two and a half miles wide through Mattoon, IL. There were 101 persons killed in the tornado, including 53 at Mattoon, and 38 at Charleston, IL. Damage from the storm totaled 2.5 million dollars. (David Ludlum)

· ...1984...Thunderstorms during the late evening and early morning hours produced 6 to 13 inches of rain at Tulsa, OK in six hours (8.63 inches at the airport).  Flooding claimed fourteen lives and caused 90 million dollars property damage. 4600 cars, 743 houses, and 387 apartments were destroyed or severely damage in the flood. (Storm Data) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in southwest Iowa spawned five tornadoes and produced up to ten inches of rain.  Seven inches of rain at Red Oak forced evacuation of nearly 100 persons from the town.  Record flooding took place in southwest Iowa the last twelve days of May as up to 17 inches of rain drenched the area.  Total damage to crops and property was estimated at 16 million dollars. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...There was "frost on the roses" in the Upper Ohio Valley and the Central Appalachian Mountain Region.  Thirteen cities reported record low temperatures for the date, including Youngstown, OH with a reading of 30 degrees.  Evening thunderstorms in North Dakota produced wind gusts to 75 mph at Jamestown. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms in produced large hail in eastern Oklahoma during the pre-dawn hours, and again during the evening and night.  Hail two inches in diameter was reported near Prague, and thunder- storm winds gusted to 70 mph near Kenefic. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from eastern Colorado to western Arkansas and northeastern Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned three tornadoes, and there were eighty-eight reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Evening thunderstorms over central Oklahoma spawned strong tornadoes east of Hinton and east of Binger, produced hail three inches in diameter at Minco, and produced wind gusts to 85 mph at Blanchard. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

27 MAY

· ...1896...A massive tornado struck Saint Louis, MO killing 306 persons and causing thirteen million dollars damage.  The tornado path was short, but cut across a densely populated area.  It touched down six miles west of Eads Bridge in Saint Louis and widened to a mile as it crossed into East Saint Louis.  The tornado was the most destructive of record in the U.S. up until that time.  It pierced a five-eighths inch thick iron sheet with a two by four inch pine plank.  A brilliant display of lightning accompanied the storm. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Severe thunderstorms in West Texas produced baseball size hail at Crane, hail up to three and a half inches in diameter at Post, and grapefruit size hail south of Midland.  Five days of flooding commenced in Oklahoma.  Thunderstorms produced 7 to 9 inches of rain in central Oklahoma.  Oklahoma City reported 4.33 inches of rain in six hours.  Up to six inches of rain caused flooding in north central Texas. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...Sunny and warm weather prevailed across much of the nation to kick off the Memorial Day weekend.  Afternoon thunderstorms in southern Florida caused the mercury at Miami to dip to a record low reading of 69 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the southeastern U.S.  Ten cities reported record high temperatures for the date as readings soared into the 90s.  Lakeland, FL reported a record high of 99 degrees, and Biloxi, MS reported a temperature of 90 degrees along with a relative humidity of 75 percent. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from north central Texas to the Central Gulf Coast Region.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, and there were eighty-one reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Late afternoon thunderstorms over southeast Louisiana produced high winds which injured twenty-seven persons at an outdoor music concert in Baton Rouge, and high winds which gusted to 78 mph at the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

28 MAY

· ...1942...The latest snowstorm of record for the state of Iowa left ten inches at LeMars, eight inches at Cherokee, and 7.5 inches at Waukon.  Afternoon highs were in the lower 30s in parts of northwestern Iowa. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1947...A storm produced heavy snow across Wisconsin, with ten inches reported at Gay Mills.  The snow damaged fruit and other trees, and downed power lines.  The storm was followed by the coldest weather of the month for much of the High Plains Region and Missouri Valley.  Williston, ND reported a low of 21 degrees the morning of the 28th, and the next morning Cheyenne, WY reported a morning low of 16 above zero. (David Ludlum)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms produced torrential rains in Oklahoma and northern Texas.  Lake Altus, OK was deluged with nine inches of rain.  Up to eight inches drenched northern Texas, and baseball size hail was reported north of Seminole and at Knickerbocker.  Ten to 13 inch rains soaked central Oklahoma the last five days of May resulting in an estimated 65 million dollars damage, and forcing several thousand persons to evacuate their homes, many by boat or helicopter. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1988...A sharp cold front began to usher cold, wet and windy weather into the western U.S.  Thunderstorms in the Great Plains Region produced wind gusts to 80 mph near Brookings, SD. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Unseasonably hot weather continued in Florida. Five cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  The record high of 98 degrees at Lakeland, FL was their fifth in a row.  Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Florida late in the day, with golf ball size hail reported at Kissimmee. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Two to five inches of rain over southeastern Ohio on the 28th and 29th capped an exceptionally wet month of May, and triggered widespread flooding.  Flooding which resulted claimed three lives, and caused millions of dollars damage.  Numerous roads in southeast Ohio were flooded and impassable, and many other roads were blocked by landslides. (Storm Data)

29 MAY

· ...1877...A "terrific" two day long sandstorm (sand) blasted Yuma AZ. (28th-29th) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1951...A massive hailstorm, from Wallace to Kearney County in Kansas, caused six million dollars damage to crops. (David Ludlum)

· ...1953...A tornado, 600 yards wide at times, killed two persons on its 20 mile path from southwest of Fort Rice, ND into Emmons County.  Nearly every building in Fort Rice was damaged.  The Catholic church was leveled, with some pews jammed four feet into the ground. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in West Texas produced softball size hail at Lamesa, and hail up to twelve inches deep east of Dimmitt.  Thunderstorms also spawned seven tornadoes in West Texas, including one which injured three persons at Wolfforth.  Thunderstorms deluged the Texas Hill Country with up to eleven inches of rain.  Severe flooding along the Medino, Hondo, Seco, Sabinal and Frio rivers caused more than fifty million dollars damage. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...A powerful cold front brought snow and high winds to parts of the western U.S.  Austin, NV was blanketed with ten inches of snow, and winds gusted to 75 mph at the Mojave Airport in California.  Strong southerly winds and unseasonably warm weather prevailed in the north central U.S.  Glasgow, MT equaled their record for the month of May with a high of 102 degrees. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Wintry weather gripped parts of the northwestern U.S. for the second day in a row.  Great Falls, MT was blanketed with 12 inches of snow, which pushed their total for the winter season to a record 117.4 inches.  Six inches of snow whitened the Cascade Mountains of Oregon. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms produced severe weather from north central Colorado to the northern half of Texas.  Severe thunderstorms spawned four tornadoes, and there were seventy reports of large hail or damaging winds.  Midday thunderstorms produced wind gusts to 90 mph at Hobart, OK, and produced up to three and a half inches of rain in eastern Colorado in four hours. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

30 MAY

· ...1879...A major outbreak of severe weather occurred in Kansas and western Missouri.  In Kansas, tornadoes killed eighteen persons at Delphos, and thirty persons at Irving.  Two tornadoes struck the town of Irving within a few minutes time virtually wiping the small Kansas community off the map.  The second tornado was perhaps two miles wide, and exhibited multiple vortices. (David Ludlum) (The Weather Channel)

· ...1948...A railroad bed acting as a dam gave way during a flood along the Columbia River destroying the town of Vanport, OR.  The nearly 19,000 residents escaped with little more than the clothes on their backs. (David Ludlum)

· Twenty carloads of glass were needed in Denver, CO to replace that destroyed by a severe hailstorm. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1987...Unseasonably warm weather prevailed across the eastern U.S.  Eighteen cities, from Virginia to Ohio and Michigan, reported record high temperatures for the date.  Afternoon highs of 97 degrees at Baltimore, MD and Washington, DC, and 98 degrees at Newark, NJ, were records for the date. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Memorial Day heralded heavy snow in some of the mountains and higher passes of Wyoming, closing roads in Yellowstone Park.  McDonald Pass, MT was blanketed with eight inches of snow, while the temperature at Miles City, MT soared to 94 degrees.  A "supercell" thunderstorm in west Texas produced baseball size hail in Bailey and Lamb counties, and up to five inches of rain in less than an hour. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather from the Upper Mississippi Valley to the Upper Ohio Valley during the day.  A powerful (F-4) tornado injured three persons and caused a million dollars damage at New Providence, IA.  Baseball size hail was reported at Blue Earth, MN. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

· ...1990...Thunderstorms developing along a warm front spawned fourteen tornadoes in northeastern Texas during the late afternoon and evening hours.  The thunderstorms also produced baseball size hail near Marshall, wind gusts to 77 mph at Commerce, and up to five inches of rain.  Thunderstorms over southwestern Kansas produced up to six inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

31 MAY

· ...1889...The Johnstown, PA disaster occurred, the worst flood tragedy in U.S. history.  Heavy rains collapsed the South Fork Dam sending a thirty foot wall of water rushing down the already flooded Conemaugh Valley.  The wall of water, traveling as fast as twenty-two feet per second, swept away all structures, objects and people.  2100 persons perished in the flood. (David Ludlum)

· ...1941...Thunderstorms deluged Burlington, KS with 12.59 inches of rain to establish a 24 hour rainfall record for the state. (The Weather Channel)

· ...1985...Severe thunderstorms spawned forty-one tornadoes across the Lower Great Lakes Region and southeastern Ontario which killed 74 persons. (Storm Data)

· ...1987...Thunderstorms in New England produced wind gusts up to 90 mph at Worcester, MA and Northboro, MA, and hail an inch and a half in diameter at Williston, VT.  Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in the northeastern U.S.  The afternoon high of 94 degrees at Portland ME was a record for the month of May. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1988...Hot and humid weather prevailed in the eastern U.S.  Thirteen cities reported record high temperatures for the date.  Cape Hatteras, NC reported their first ninety degree day in May in 115 years of records.  "Dust buster" thunderstorms in northwest Texas drenched Amarillo with more than three inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1989...Thunderstorms produced severe weather and torrential rains in northern Indiana, northern Ohio and southern Lower Michigan.  Saint John, IN was drenched with four inches of rain in two hours, and Woodland, MI was deluged with two inches in twenty minutes.  Pittsburgh, PA reported a record 6.55 inches of rain for the month of May, with measurable rain reported on twenty-five days during the month. (The National Weather Summary)

· ...1990...Afternoon and evening thunderstorms developing along a warm front produced severe weather from northwest Texas to southeastern Louisiana.  The thunderstorms spawned sixteen tornadoes, including thirteen in northwest Texas.  One tornado hit the town of Spearman, TX causing more than a million dollars damage, and seven other tornadoes were reported within twenty-five miles of Spearman.  Thunderstorms over northwest Texas also produced baseball size hail at Monahans, and wind gusts to 80 mph at Paducah. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
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