Ice Storm of 4-5 March 1976

... 4‑5 March 1976...South/East Wisconsin ‑ devastating ice storm ‑ One of the worst natural disasters to hit Wisconsin in history.  The following 21(22) counties were declared federal disaster areas due to the ice storm (and flooding): Calumet, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, LaFayette, Manitowoc, (Milwaukee), Ozaukee, Richland, Rock, Sauk, Sheboygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washington and Waukesha. (From MKX website)  An ice storm blanketed 24 counties in southern Wisconsin in early March 1976, leaving a 2- to 4-inch-thick coating of ice.  Ice-covered power lines and trees collapsed, causing widespread power outages and blocking roads. The storm caused more than 50 million dollars damage.  The ABC television affiliate in Madison, WKOW-TV (Channel 27), was off the air for more than one week. (From Wisconsin Almanac, Wis. State Journal, from Wisconsin History Day by Day www.wishistory.com ) 
PNS From MKX 29 Nov 2007
8. DATE...3/1/1976 TO 3/2/1976.

LOCATION...SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN...MAINLY NORTH OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY.

ICE ACCUMULATIONS...2.0 TO 4.0 INCHES.

DAMAGE COSTS...500 THOUSAND TO 5 MILLION DOLLARS.

IMPACTS...ICE COVERED POWER LINES AND TREES COLLAPSED...CAUSING
WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGES AND BLOCKED ROADS.
PNS From MKX 29 Nov 2007
7. DATE...3/4/1976 TO 3/5/1976.

LOCATION...FAR SOUTHWEST...SOUTH CENTRAL AND PORTIONS OF SOUTHEAST
WISCONSIN.

ICE ACCUMULATIONS...UP TO 5.0 INCHES.

DAMAGE COSTS...50.4 MILLION DOLLARS.

IMPACTS...DEVASTATING ICE STORM. MANY TREES AND POWER LINES SNAPPED
FROM THE SEVERE ICE ACCUMULATIONS...RESULTING IN WIDESPREAD POWER
OUTAGES. OUTAGES LASTED FOR UP TO 10 DAYS IN RURAL AREAS. DAMAGE
ESTIMATED AT 50.4 MILLION DOLLARS. STATES OF EMERGENCY DECLARED IN
MANY COUNTIES.

From http://www.weather.gov/arx/ThisDayInHistory 
5 March 1976: Dodge, WI (6"), Hatfield, WI (6"), and Muscoda, WI (6") snow.

See pg 21 of March 1976 issue of “Storm Data”:
A major winter storm – 
Included:
Devastating ice storm across most of southern and portions of eastern Wisconsin.
Very heavy damage due to heavy ice accumulation that snapped utility poles, downed power and telephone lines and destroyed trees.  Narrow bands of extreme icing conditions – with ice accumulations ranging up to five inches in diameter on wires and tree limbs by late Thursday night (4th) and early Friday morning (5th).  The ice accumulation situation was worsened by winds that strengthened early Friday morning across southern Wisconsin, with gusts reaching in excess of 50 mph in some locations. 
Thunderstorms and locally heavy rain that resulted bands of significant ice accumulation as well as flooding in southeastern counties.
Some areas in southeastern and eastern Wisconsin that experienced an ice storm on 1-2 March were hit again.

One lineman was killed in Dane County by the ice storm as an electrical transformer exploded near where he was working. 

Heavy snow across central counties and blizzard condiitons across the northwest. 
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