STORM DATA AND UNUSUAL WEATHER PHENOMENA

MARCH. 1976
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WASHINGTON WISCONSIN (¢ontinued) ) ¢ fron Ceant
Yaldma, Grant, Bentor, 24| Afternoop 121 6 ? | Vind and Dust The|severest ficing fonditipns aldng a Yan uto:{ ::n
Franklin, Adams, and Storm Coufty in extheme sbuthwest Wiskonsin eaadward ch: ;snnginn
Linceln, Spoxane, ang Evening and |0zavkee cpuntiep in sobitheaptern Wisednain, | The following
%slla Walla Counties coufities werel especllally hWard Hit agd are highlighted:
including the A vigorous Papific ptorm with winds of 25 fto 35 |mph swept across Washington County - Over 17.2 dillidn dollars 14 damage. 1500
Columbia Basin the |Columbia Basin Huring phe dfterroon ard everfing. Wind gusts uti]ity poled were jeomplethly gaappdd by massive fce buildups.
as gh as 65 mph were meapured at Hanford during the early In pome cased, poles fell {n two mile strgtches| One steel
aftgrnoon, anfl Yakipa repofted fustd to 59 mphs | These winds high-tension [power [tower was bdnt ddum to|the ground and the
picked up dush over| a wide| areq and [several highways were closed stepl arms off many jother towerd werg bent| Councless trees
by fhe Departpment bf Highpays jas visibilities were reduced to werg snapped land cqmpletelly degtroygd. Diring ghe storm, a.
neaf zeroe A iriplp fatality qeeursed on highwgy number 20 stafe of emergency was decllareq ovef the éntire|county. Most
during the dubt storm, and|one hundfed caq aceidents were reported roafls were campletdly blocked Hy fa]len tyees, poles and wires.
in the lower Vaking Valleyp Sroupldus were used to remove sand Up fo 95% of [the county wals wighout|power|at ong time, Some of
{rop parts of| nigh munbpr 20 negr Pesco. A Inew home, valued the|hatdest Wit towns in che cdunty]were:| West |Bend, Slinger,
at $50,000 wap sevefpely damag ermerri ck tugboat and Hartford, K Jackaoh, arfd Righfiel 20Q National
barge was d d on the Cplumdia Mver near Finleys A Roof of an Guatdmen werd calldd up to aid|in the emeygency [for the county.
elght car garpge ab| Meadow) Spring Ic ploun offe A Ozapkee, Sheboygen, Jeffenson, [Fond|du Lag, and |[Waukesha
mobjle home was overturned in Kemmewick, Four grees were k';lovm coupties in sgouthedst Wiscpnsin werg hard|hit. [Many uwtllity
ont¢ a mobile| home [five milles morth jof " Spgkane. A light aircraft polbs were snapped [to the groudd, slong fith thousanda of
at Yead was tpm frpm ite moordngs qnd had extensive danages linps and trees damaged o destroyed, On¢ high{tension tower
Pougr lines and polps were) broken ixf many jareas [in the Colurbia colispsed under the weight] of the ige. 83% of $heboygan was
Basin, as well as farts, fubsantial damage was reported without power, Oodtburg and Plymouth had|70% of their power
at tewly planbed ar beeks ir the [Eurekd rea in ‘alla Walla cut|off by the storn. Sajeville, CtaftonhBelglum in Ozaukee
County. Coupty were hard hit. In [Fond|du Lic, Wagpun, gnd St, Cloud,
i the| storm was descrlibed as| beidg ong of tBe wordt in history.
Seattle; King and 24| Horning b Hind Heapy damage pccurded in Watertown, |which|is logated in
Kitsap Counties rgon County, [A swath of very Heavy {cing damage occurred
g Strong southerly winds hit/ Seattle fmd Puget SoLnd'area. é }Tiﬁ eAztalan tonyqnis. aubu’gz nd ;o t Agk nson also asaw
large sign fell on ko parped qurs in Se?ﬂ;le Tohe oo $3500 severe lcing ja over two inchey of freezigg raig hit the
damjges Tvo parge h:.ps'dragged angher i E}l:.c'_.t Bay. Several county. Ia County, a mile|stretgh of ytility poles
power Lines wpre daned in ¥itoapy qnd sofe in King County. weré down aldng Highway 83 near Muk g Hartland was very
hard hit, P ked and Waukesla had many|pover |lines and some
trees down. [Bmergency food and shelter stationg were set up
WEST VIRGINIA |NO STORM DATA REPORT RECEIVED FOR THIS STATE throughout thiese counties lin squthedst Wifconsid, Dane,
Columbia, Walworth, Rock, |Greer & Dodge Coynties{ located in
gouthern Wisconsin, sustained g mighty blgw by ghe storm, In
Dane County, jthe hgavieat [damage ocdurred|in thq western
WISCONSIN sections. MH. Hordb had heavy [damage with manyjutility poles
162 o || 6 Ice Storm and trees dedtroyed. In Middldton, |a stafe of dmergency was
Southeast and east : declared. Stpughtdn had gver §650,000 in|damagds. The
portion of state Fredzing rainl, sleef, and fhundprstqrms dgvelopdd over portians western gectibns ofl Madisoh seemed fo be the hatdest hit with
of joutheast hnd eaft Wiscpnsin| eazly on March Y and continued $400,000 1in damage One [lineman dled in|Dane Qounty when a
thrqugh most pf the| day on|March 2.| Rainfall asjounts ranged trapsformer Blew up near where he wds working. |In Dodge and
frop approximately .4 inch to [,23 {incheq repojted at Milwaukee norfhern Walworth Counties|, towns hgrd hif inclded Elkhorn,
Micdhell Fielf. Much of this raffnfall froze on gxposed objects, Richmond and MhiteWater. [90% df Columbia|County was without
Up to 15,000 fustomprs were without jelectrical fower due to power st one [time, | Betweeh Galledonia and|Columbus, power was
the [1ce storm. Hardbst hit|areas were in Washington, Fond du Lac out|for many Hays, [ Portage wad sevgrely 4ffectdd by the
Sheboygan and| 0zaukpe counfies. Wedt Bend and ft's surrounding stofm, Evmsr,iue, in Rock County, |was egpecia]ly hard hit,
areds and areps norfh and hortheast) including Hden and Ashford
werd hard hitiby thp storm| The main damage in [these areas In freen County, eqiremely| heavy dagage odeurred from Juda to
were caused by powef lines|snapped 4s tred brandhes collapsed Albgny. 50% pf thel power Was cut cquuty Wide. (Half of the
under the weight of| the icp. 20 pezfcent df West Bend was without treps end power lines were] damdged gr broyght dqwn. In Monroe,
power during khe pepk of the storm. | Powen was interrupted due a sfate of emergency was declared. [In Grdnt, Cfawford,
to downed powpr linps as far west ag Madidon whdre only small LaFgyecte and Iowa Counties, the icq story dealq a knockout,
outages occurped, [o Milwaukee, only spofity power problems punth, Up to 80% power oukageq occyrred {n thede couhties,
preiailed as fmch of the precipitation fell as Jain. Natlonal Guarjdsmen ujete callled |into |the :1 ea. Two inches of ice
» og ¢ | wincer Storm covered most fexp gurfafes, | In K1 dville, five miles of
State Wide 43 t : He 69 kilovolt on lfines were |down, | In Pennimore,
;:zws:i:;ml:‘luz:‘g located in Grpnt County, flive miles |of uk: lity goles were
8 snapped like ftoothpficks by| the hreavy ice.| In Highland in Iowa
- County, 200 pples gnapped hnd encird towny were fwithout power,
':q:‘ 30:C::::er s::::l{’nll\:;h ;::; :,h19;5‘je a‘s,::::ins i:;::;mol; In ¢rawford County,| 50 utillity [poled in a|row wdre flattened.
advgrge weathpr stakewlde.| A spverq ice storm plagued most of Over extreme jsouthehst Wisfonsfn, mdst of [the precipltation
southern and portions of epstern Wigconsin while heavy snow and fell as rain pn Marph 4 sppring the [major [metrogolitan areas
slegt pelted pentrall regiops and blfzzard |condidions hic the of Miluaukee,| Racine and Kenosta of |icing [probldms. However,
northwest. Hpavy thunde: and |some flloodirlg occurred over heayy zain and thunderscorps odcurrdd oveq the drea and caused
extfeme southpast Wisconsih. The Ggvernor of Wisconsin declared some flooding, Up [to threp inches 4f raid fell |over the area and
thelice storm|as ong of the wort ngtural disasders to hit thip rainfalll was coupled [vith jone o two [inched of rainfall
Wisgongin in pistory. that occurred around March! 1, zesulfing i flooding to creeks,
N tivera, and 8 of hpmes. The Root |River [in Milwaukee
Some of the afeas previous)ly hard hft by flreezing rain on and Ra::me edfmt1ed] overlped Lt s [banks [1n mady low-lying
Mar¢h 1 & 2 were deplt a spcond blow by the gevdre ice atorm of
. N areys. In Kehosha County,| the Pes Hlained River reached flood
March 4. The|ice sform capised pery fheavy |damagd which included state and completelly floodpd £ fiqld; Floodi! f th
hundreds of cpmpletply snapped htililty poles, tHousands of downed Rock River 1o Waluchth g" . sque "?25 EOOSi i ocding o e
powgr and telpphone| lines and mpny frees totally destroyed by roads were cuk ff°: hi“‘l"“ ¥ qaude ’ 0 (damages. Some
mas$ive ice afcumulptlons,| Narpow gwaths jof exgremely heavy I o y high vater ovgr excreme squtheast
destructive ibing cpnditiohs ockurrdd acrdss mady of the scuthern :is onsin. The Oak Creek Sewer Tregtment [Plant was washed out
coupties as sfatterpd thunflerstbrms [produced exdessive freezing y fhe flood storm drainage. 1% millfon dollary damage occurred
taiy accumulafions.] Some fce apcumdlatiods ranged up to a ;o echanicalhequipmnt inf the plan§. Tol|the ndrth from La
phegomenal fije inches fn Hiametrer dn wirds and [limbs of trees. :: se LofGre_n B‘] line a;df" “i“"'fd, he.;vy srow fell, 4
By late Thursflay night and|early Frilday mdtning jon March 5, the v:i _ureio saow,is - a;‘ Jl.lreez n nrain pntl Centl‘lla
already crivipal icp storm| situation was domplidated by strong 125 :2:22'1" Ba‘:':“ 5“::}: . “R‘;‘ n‘;’“‘ apszzxémﬂml}'dl to
winds, gusting to apove 50| mph,| that developed gcross most of towlr near Tohah io Mn:roe :5 et ]'Ia:;;dA N oot l"il dO g
southern Wiscpngin parly Friday| morring. Milwagkee's Micchell cedaulatiog I L o e ;‘i“ 4 P 28 gtrong winds an
Field clocked|wind gusts tp 59 mph Hy 6:3( a.m. fon March 5. Up aceymulating fce ang snow fell,
to 600,000 rebidencps were| directly jaffected by [the ice storm The{following countiiea werp decllared fededal didaster areas due
and|up to 100,000 ppople wpre witholt powdr durilng the height to gevere lcihg and floodihe: Paludet, Cdlumbid, Crawford,
of the storm,| Some| residepts ip hapd hit jcounties had power Danq, Dodge, Pond dh Lac, frand, Grden, Idwa, Jdiferson,
completely offf for hearly p week whille cuflying [reglons were LaFjyecte, Manttowok, Milwhukee, Ozdukee, [Richldnd, Rock, Sauk,
without pover| for over 10 Hays, : . Shelloygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washindton, dnd Gounty,
According to Pherifff Departments, lqcal Edergendy Government Northern third of. 12 0 ? ? Q Heavy snow
Units, state purveys, and paper |clippings, damage estimates state
from the ice htorm Were moke than 5.4 miliien dollars. This [Heavy snow devploped| over the northedn thidd of Wisconsin
£rgore includps; 17,2 million iin agriculdural losses, 13.7 early Friday March 1P, By Fridaly afferncor many [roads were
aillion in private htility| damage, 8.4 million fn damage to clos¢d as near| blizzprd confiitiohs pHevaildd wity considerable
local governmpnt prpperty and relatdd exp s jand 10.9 blowing and drfifting of snop. Showfqll amdunts dere generally
million in private [osses. in the 6 to 12| inch frange oper extreme northern gnd northeast
portions of thp statk with bome llocallly hedvier Siountgoof up to
15 igches repogted,
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