To be added to 20 September

The Raleigh NWS Office has this on their web site today: folks in these parts aren't going to forget that one for a long time to come.

    On This Date in central North Carolina Weather History...

   Flood waters from Hurricane Floyd crest at 28.9 feet on the Neuse River near Goldsboro on September 20, 1999.

   [1]http://www.erh.noaa.gov/rah/index.php

   Keep up the great work!

   John White

   Fayetteville, NC

No 3 and 4 Jan 2005

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday, January 1, 2005.

The Weather Notebook is a historical database of past significant weather events. It includes a history of major tornadoes, blizzards, hurricanes, and everything and anything else related to weather.  We hope you enjoy it, and if you know of a significant weather event we haven't included, please let us know.

    On this day in...

 1864 - This was the bitterest New Years Day in history across the Midwest. The high temperature at Minneapolis was a numbing -25F. The high in Chicago was only -16F...

 1916 - Rainmaker Charles Hatfield offered to bring rain to a parched San Diego, California for $10,000. He began to burn strange chemicals on this date to summon rain. It did begin to rain on January 10th. The problem was that it didn't stop raining for days and damaging floods resulted. The city refused to pay him the money.

 1918 - New England experienced its coldest New Years Day in modern history. Boston dropped to -3F, New Haven CT -7F, Northfield VT -24F, and Van Buren ME -32F.

 1934 - Los Angeles area was hit by flooding which killed forty people and caused $5 million in damage. Four hundred homes were destroyed. Pomona recorded 8.50 inches of rain in 24 hours. Azusa recorded 16.29 inches of rain.

 1935 - The familiar Associated Press Wire photo Weather Maps started on this date.

 1997 - Heavy rains over northern California spawned mudslides and swelled rivers. The storm would cause the worst damage in the history of Yosemite National Park as melting snow and heavy rains washed out roads, bridges and facilities. The park was closed for nearly three months.

 2002 - 60 foot high flames from wildfires pushed dangerously closer to Sydney, Australia as 100 degree temperatures and strong winds fanned the Black Christmas Fires that had been burning since Christmas Eve. Over 750,000 acres of Australian bush burned in the fires.
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Welcome to the Weather Notebook for Sunday, January 2, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1777 - George Washington retreated across the frozen mud to escape the British at Trenton and reach safe shelter in northern New Jersey.

 1885 - Coldest temperature ever recorded at Duluth MN, -41F.

 1893 - Thirteen inches of snow fell at Little Rock, AR to establish the city's record for greatest 24 hour snowfall.

 1904 - Nineteen inches of snow fell at the Blue Hill Observatory in Milton, MA as a major snowstorm struck New England.

 1910 - Flooding in Utah and Nevada washed out over one hundred miles of railroad track between Salt Lake City and Los Angeles. Damage totaled $million.

 1949 - Seven weeks of nearly continuous blizzards began across the American Great Plains. Temperatures plummeted to as lows as -50F. The death toll reached 200 and the loss of livestock was unbelievable. One hundred fifty-thousand head of sheep and cattle perishing during the storms.

 1955 - Hurricane Alice became both the latest and the earliest hurricane on record in the Atlantic when she became a hurricane on December, 1954 and battered the Leeward Islands with winds of 85 mph on this date.

 1987 - Major snowstorm in New England continued for the second day. Storm totals ranged as high as 22 inches at Lowell MA and Nashua NH. Winds gusted as high as 80 mph and coastal flooding occurred because of the winds and abnormally high astronomical tides.

 1992 - Miami established s twenty-four hour precipitation record for January when 4.26 inches fell.

 1993 - A one hundred fifty inches snow pack was measured at the 7800 foot level in the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California.

 1997 - Heavy rains and melting snow caused disastrous flooding the West, closing Reno's casinos for the first time in memory and forcing thousands to flee their homes.

 1999 - A snowstorm trapped thousands of holiday travelers on planes at Detroit’s Metro Airport. Many were stuck on planes for hours when snow plows were unable to clear paths to the gates.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Wednesday, January 5, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1835 - One of the nation's most powerful cold waves was affecting New England. The mercury at Hartford, CT dropped to -23F. Readings as low as-40F were recorded in the Berkshire Mountains of Connecticut.

 1884 - A severe cold wave had the Midwest in a deep freeze. All-time low temperature records were recorded at Denver, CO (-32F), St. Louis, MO(-22F) and Omaha, NE (-32F).

 1904 - Bitterly cold weather gripped the Northeast. All-time coldest temperatures were recorded in New Jersey (-34F at River Vale) and Pennsylvania (-42F at Smethport).

 1982 - Up to twenty-five inches of rain fell in a three day rainstorm in the San Francisco, CA area. Snowfall accumulations of up to eight feet fell in the Sierra-Nevada Mountains. Thirty-six people were killed and damage totaled more than $300 million.

 1988 - Thundersnows affected the Snowbelt areas of New York with snowfall rates of four to five inches per hour. Storm totals ranged up to seventy inches at Highmarket, N.Y.

 1993 - When you think of Hawaii, you don't normally think of ice, but on this date winds to 100 mph downed ice laden power lines on Maui's Mount Haleakala. Up to eighteen inches of ice accumulated on the summit.

 1998 - On this date in 1998, one of the worst ice storms in United States history was getting underway. Up to three inches of ice coated a large area from New England into Canada. At one point during the storm, million people were without electricity. Fifty six people died. $1 billion in damage.

 1999 - The new all-time record low for the state of Illinois was established at Congerville when the mercury bottomed out at -36F.

 2002 - A freak winter storm brought extreme cold and snow to parts of Southeastern Europe. 6 inches of snow fell in Athens, Greece, and heavy snow brought the city of Istanbul to a standstill.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Thursday, January 6, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1821 - A major snowstorm finally came to a close across the MidAtlantic states into southern New England. Eighteen inches of snow fell at Philadelphia, PA, fourteen inches at New York City and twelve inches at Washington, DC.

 1856 - Thoreau's "long and snowy winter" continued with the season’s deepest snowfall. Twelve inches of snow fell at Boston, MA and eighteen inches fell at Providence, RI.

 1880 - Seattle's greatest snowstorm dumped up to forty-eight inches of snow on the city. Buildings were destroyed and transportation ground to a halt.

 1886 - The "Great Blizzard of 1886" struck the Midwest without warning. High winds, subzero temperatures and heavy snowfall caused as many as 100 deaths.

 1983 - All fifty states had at least one location that was above freezing on this date, an unusual occurrence for January.

 1988 - Heavy snow fell from Oklahoma to Virginia. Arkansas recorded their largest snowstorm of this century, with sixteen inches at Heber Springs. Up to twenty inches fell in Macon County, NC.

 1992 - The sun peeks out in Milwaukee, WI, for the first time since December 21, 1991, setting a city record for consecutive cloudy days.

 1993 - A nearly continuous five day snowstorm brought a record 23.3 inches of snow to Salt Lake City UT, and left a record twenty-six inches of snow on the ground. A state of emergency had to be declared because of the snow.

 1994 - 55.5 inches of snow fell in twenty-four hours at Alta UT, setting a new record for the location. A total of seventy inches fell between the 4th and the 6th.

 1996 - "The Blizzard of 96" began clobbering the major cities of the Northeast setting many new snowfall records. Travel in New York was impossible, where twenty inches of snow fell in Central Park, making it the 3rd biggest snowfall ever there. Twenty five inches of snow paralyzed Washington, D.C. 100 people died in the storm. Damage totaled $2 billion.

 2002 - Welcome rains fell on parts of New South Wales in Australia where 20,000 fire fighters have been battling wildfires since Christmas Eve. Dubbed the Black Christmas Fires, the wildfires burned over 1.2 million acres. Many of the fires were believed to have been intentionally set and arrests made.

 2002 - A father and son fishing on a sand bar along the English coast were drowned when a thick fogbank suddenly overspread their position, disorienting them. The father called frantically for help on his cell phone as the incoming tide began to engulf them. The pair drowned within earshot of rescuers.

 2003 - A Continental Airlines Express jet with 51 people aboard slid off the end of a runway at Hopkins International Airport in Cleveland, OH during a snowstorm, causing the nose gear to collapse. Fortunately, no one was injured. Five inches of snow fell at Cleveland during the storm.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, January 7, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1821 - A major snowstorm dumped fourteen inches of snow at Baltimore and New York City. Eighteen inches fell at Philadelphia and a foot fell at Washington.

    * 1873 - "The pioneer blizzard" surprised the Great Plains. Many pioneers in Minnesota and Iowa died as a result of the snow and cold.

    * 1886 - Florida suffered one of its worst freezes in history as a severe cold wave hit the South.

    * 1913 - The temperature dropped to 0F at Tucson AZ, setting the all time record low for that location.

    * 1971 - Arizona recorded its coldest temperature ever (-40F) at Hawley Lake.

    * 1973 - A major ice storm crippled Atlanta, Georgia with 4 inches of freezing rain. Between 7pm and 9pm, 2.27 inches of liquid equivalent precipitation fell in just two hours between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. as the temperature hovered at 32 degrees. Schools and businesses were closed for several days. Up to 300,000 had no electricity for a week.

    * 1988 - A winter storm killed two million chickens in Alabama. The same storm produced twenty seven inches of snow in the Bad Creek area, South Carolina. Thirteen inches of snow fell at Little Rock AR, which would have been a record if the airport was the official observation station.

    * 1989 - A rare F4 tornado struck Allendale, IL, destroying a large part of the town. It was part of a small outbreak of tornadoes across southern Illinois and Indiana. The storms occurred as record warmth resulted in twenty-five record highs across the nation.

    * 1992 - Rare thunderstorms rumbled over the northern Plains. Sioux Falls, SD recorded their first January thunderstorm since 1939. Six tornadoes occurred near Grand Island NE, the state's first January tornadoes of record.

    * 1992 - An intense blizzard buried eastern metro Denver with up to two feet of snow. Strong winds piled the snow into drifts four to eight feet high. I-70 and I-25 were closed to the east and south of the city.

    * 1997 - A severe thunderstorm downburst produced a 146 mph wind gust at Seymour-Johnson AFB in Goldsboro, NC.

    * 1997 - An unusual snowstorm hits parts of New Mexico and Arizona. Up to 3 feet of snow fell on the Sandia Peaks, which tower over the eastern suburbs of Albuquerque. As much as 2 feet fell on the highest peaks around Tucson, AZ. They were the first snowflakes Tucson had seen since March 16, 1991.

    * 1998 - Heavy rains brought severe flooding to the rugged mountains of northeast Tennessee and western North Carolina. 12 people were killed. The hardest hit area was in the rugged Appalachian mountains of Carter County TN, where seven people lost their lives.

    * 1998 - A second low pressure system was producing freezing rain over New England as one of the greatest ice storms in United States history continued. By the end of the storm, electrical service would be out across seventy percent of the state of Maine.

    * 2002 - Snow fell in unusual places in the Middle East, like Amman, Jordan. Amman's hilly streets were ice coated, stranding many people.  Traffic came to a standstill in Jerusalem as heavy snow fell.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, January 8, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1859 - This is the only day that New York City's temperature remained continuously below zero.

    * 1923 - Los Angeles recorded its hottest January temperature ever with a reading of 90 degrees.

    * 1937 - Nevada recorded its coldest temperature ever (-50F) at San Jacinto

    * 1953 - Severe ice storm struck the Northeast. Parts of Pennsylvania were coated in up to four inches of ice. The death toll exceeded thirty.  Ninety percent of the city of Norwalk, CT was without phone or power after the storm..

    * 1973 - The severe ice storm at Atlanta, GA continued for the second day. As much as four inches of ice paralyzed the area and left 300,000 people without electricity for as much as a week. Damage was estimated at $25 million.

    * 1979 - This was the coldest day in almost a century in the Russian

capital of Moscow as the mercury plunged to -49F.

    * 1990 - Winds gusted to 108 near Fort Collins, CO and 104 mph at Winter

Park CO as strong winds buffeted the West. The Chinook winds created havoc

with traffic, causing many multiple car pileups.

    * 1998 - Over three million Canadians were without power as the worst

ice storm in the nation's history affected five provinces with a thick

coating of freezing rain. The city of Montreal was especially hard hit. At

least fifteen deaths were attributed to the storm, including people who died

as huge chunks of ice fell from buildings when the melting process began.

    * 1998 - Nearly 600,000 people were without power in parts of New England, hard-hit by the same ice storm that was paralyzing parts of Canada.. As much as 2 to 4 inches of ice coated areas from Northern New York to Maine. .

    * 1998 - For some reason, there is often a period of warmer than normal

temperatures across the U.S. between January 7th and 10th. It was true on

this date as temperatures ran as much as twenty-seven degrees above normal

over the eastern U.S. The morning low of 65 degrees at Dulles International

in Washington DC was actually warmer than the previous record high

temperature for the date. Cherry blossoms actually bloomed in the nation's

capital.

    * 2002 - At least 40 record high temperatures were set across the

Central Plains and Upper Midwest as westerly down slope winds from the

Rockies warmed the area. Temperatures were as much as forty degrees above

normal from eastern Colorado to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

    * 2002 - The combination of black ice, dense fog and excessive speed for

the poor conditions caused a fifty-nine car pileup on I-80 near the Salt

Lake City, UT airport. Fourteen people were taken to hospitals, but only one

was injured seriously, and no one was killed.

    * 2003 - A Turkish Airlines Rj-100 airliner crashed as it attempted to

land at Diyarbakir in southeastern Turkey in heavy fog. Seventy-five people

died in the accident. Only five survived.

    * 1940 - Heavy snowfalls occurred over interior sections of the

mid-Atlantic to New England. Twenty-four inches fell at Grafton, NH. The

twenty inches at Jay Peak, VT brought their snow cover total to ninety-one

inches! 16.6 inches fell at Wilkes-Baare Scranton PA, bringing their total

for the month to 36.9 inches, their snowiest January of record.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, January 9, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1875 - Cheyenne, WY recorded their all time record low of -38F.

    * 1880 - A rapidly deepening low pressure system produced extremely

strong winds along the Pacific Northwest coast. Reports of wind damage were

widespread. The roof of the Oregon capital was partially blown off. It was

the second major storm in three days along the Pacific Northwest coast.

    * 1888 - The Columbia River at Portland, OR was frozen for two weeks

until January 26th as severe cold gripped the West.

    * 1932 - Pink snow fell in Durango, CO as dust from the Painted Desert

mixed with a snowstorm.

    * 1950 - A series of three major snowstorms with with almost no break

paralyzed much of Oregon. The snows were generally the heaviest in Oregon

history. 224 inches of snow fell during the month at Timberline Lodge, OR.

    * 1976 - Snow squalls dumped sixty-eight inches of snow on the town of

Adams, NY. The fifty-four inches that fell in twenty-four hours is still the

state record.

    * 1977 - St. Cloud, MN recorded their coldest temperature ever with a

reading of -43F at 8 a.m.. Between January 3-19, the low temperatures there

dropped to -15F or lower on fourteen of the seventeen days!

    * 1979 - Major ice storm struck Portland, OR.

    * 1990 - Third major storm of the season hit the Pacific Northwest

coast. Winds gusted to over 100 mph at Netarts and Oceanside, OR. 8.16

inches of rain fell at Seaside, OR.

    * 1992 - For 350 straight hours (two weeks) ending on this date, the sky

observation was listed as completely cloudy in Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN.

Even though the clouds were abundant, the temperatures were relatively mild,

with readings running nineteen degrees above normal.

    * 1993 - 17.2 inches of snow fell in Topeka KS in twenty four hours.

    * 1997 - Comair Flight 3272 crashed into a field near Ida, OH during a

major snowstorm. All twenty-nine people aboard died. The cause of the crash:

ice built-up on the wings of the EMB-120 aircraft.

    * 1998 - One of the worst ice storms in U.S. history was coming to a

close across upstate New York and northern New England.. A one-to-three-inch

coating of ice left as many as 500,000 people without power and made road

travel nearly impossible. In Maine, four out of five residents lost

electrical service.

    * 2000 - It did not snow on this date in Houghton, MI. Remarkable,

because it snapped a record streak of fifty-three consecutive days with snow

in the city.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, January 10, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1720 - Tornado kills sixty people and injured more than 300 in San

Justo, Argentina.

    * 1800 - Eighteen inches of snow in Savannah, GA and ten inches in

Charleston, SC. Five inches of snow was measured as far south as St. Mary's

River, FL. It was the heaviest snow ever recorded so far south.

    * 1836 - "The Big Snow" dumped as much as forty inches of snow over

northern and western Pennsylvania and interior New York. As much as

twenty-four inches fell across southern New Jersey. Eighteen inches was

recorded at New York City and fifteen inches fell at Philadelphia, PA.

    * 1911 - The temperature fell forty-seven degrees in fifteen minutes at

Rapid City, SD.

    * 1949 - Snow was reported at San Diego, CA for the only time since

1882. Snow fell on the beaches in parts of the Los Angeles area. . Even Long

Beach and Laguna Beach received an inch of snow. Burbank, CA received 4.7

inches

    * 1962 - A massive landslide of ice, rock and mud crashed down the north

side of Peru's highest Mountain, Nevada de Huascaram. The one-mile wide mass

of debris, nearly fifty feet deep, moved eleven miles in fifteen minutes and

was as wide as one mile. Thirty five hundred people were killed.

    * 1975 - Minnesota's "Storm of the Century" dumped two feet of snow on

parts of the Gopher State. . The barometer dropped to a record 28.55 inches

at Duluth and wind chills reached -80F there. Thirty five people perished

because of the storm. Snow was not cleared in some areas eleven days after

the storm.

    * 1975 - An F4 tornado struck McComb, MS just after 8 a.m., hitting two

schools as 325 students took shelter. Only five were injured. The twister

destroyed eighty eight homes and thirty businesses across the city. Nine

people were killed along the forty-seven mile path of the tornado.

    * 1981 - The eastern half of the United States was in the deep freeze as

a major arctic blast affected the country. Records were set all across the

Midwest. The coldest reading was -36F at Sault Ste. Marie, MI. Wind chills

as low as -98F were reported at Fargo, ND.

    * 1982 - January 10-11 were the most uncomfortable days ever recorded

east of the Rockies according to NOAA as one of coldest air masses in the

twentieth century was affecting the United States. Forty-one cities

established new records lows for the date, many setting all time records.

Chicago O'Hare fell to -26F with 20 mph winds that made the wind chill

factor drop to -77F! The cold weather was caused by an intense Arctic high

pressure system over Saskatchewan. The pressure at the center was measured

at 31.15 inches of mercury!

    * 1982 - A "snow devil" developed at Edinboro, Pennsylvania. The funnel

shaped vortex, about one hundred feet tall and twenty to twenty-five feet

wide, ripped small trees out of the ground.

    * 1982 - Miserable conditions at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati where

the Chargers played the Bengals in an NFL playoff game with a kickoff

temperature of -9 degrees.

    * 1990 - Record highs were reported in fifty cities in the central U.S.

70s were reported in Nebraska and Colorado. Records were established for the

month of January at the following stations: Devil's Lake ND (53F); Grand

Island, NE (76); Lincoln NE (73); and North Platte, NE (73)..

    * 1993 - Salt Lake City recorded its greatest snowstorm in history with

23.3 inches of snow in four days.

    * 1996 - The third in a series of four major snowstorms in ten days

dumped heavy snows over the mid-Atlantic and Northeast U.S. The

Washington/Baltimore area was just digging out from the blizzard two days

earlier when another three to six inches fell. Boston's 5.4 inches increased

its snow cover to thirty-two inches, which set an all-time record. The two

inches that fell at Philadelphia brought the total for the month to 33.7

inches, its snowiest January ever.

    * 2002 - An international snowmobile race in Eagle River, WI was nearly cancelled for.lack of snow! A snow less winter was forcing winter festival organizers all over the upper Midwest to truck in their snow. The world's largest ice fishing contest in Brainerd, MN had to be cancelled because the ice was not thick enough for vehicles to drive on the frozen lakes.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, January 11, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1898 - A late night F4 tornado struck Fort Smith, AR. Fifty-five

people died, making it one of Arkansas' deadliest tornadoes. A street sign

was found twenty-two miles away.

    * 1918 - The Midwest was stricken by a powerful blizzard. Mail service

was stopped for up to two weeks in some areas. The temperatures at Toledo,

OH dropped from 28F to -15F as the cold air arrived on winds gusting to 63

mph.

    * 1918 - An afternoon F3 tornado destroyed a small rural school near

Dothan, AL. The teacher and seven of the forty students were killed. Nearly

every building in the town of Webb, AL was damaged by the twister. Ten

people died along the twister's path along with 120 injuries, 70 of them in

Webb.

    * 1951 - An unusually strong California tornado (F2) struck Los Gatos

and Sunnyvale, causing $1.5 million in damage. San Jose, CA also was hit by

an F2 tornado.

    * 1952 - A major snowstorm set several California snowfall records

including forty-four inches at Marlette Lake and 149 inches at Tahoe during

the five-day storm.

    * 1969 - Heavy snow fell across northern Oregon on the 11th and 12th.

There was heavy damage to trees, which knocked out ninety percent of the

power in the area. Blizzard conditions brought traffic to a standstill,

particularly over Mt. Hood, where traffic was backed up for eighteen miles.

    * 1972 - Boulder, CO recorded wind gusts to 143 mph as strong down slope

winds hit the eastern slopes of the Rockies. Damage totaled $25 million.

    * 1972 - Idaho hit hard by wind and snowfall that was said to be the

worst in memory. Two thousand travelers were stuck on the road and had to

spend the night in the National Reactor Test Facility near Idaho Falls, ID.

    * 1980 - The temperature at the Great Falls, MT International Airport

rose from -32F to 17F in just seven minutes as a Chinook wind warmed the

arctic air. This temperature rise stands as the most rapid temperature

change ever registered in the United States.

    * 1982 - A huge arctic outbreak invaded the Deep South. Temperature fell

to -5F at Atlanta, GA and -2F at Birmingham, AL. Pensacola, FL fell to 8F

and Orlando recorded 32F. Thirty-four record lows were established across

the country.

    * 1988 - Snow and high winds caused a fifty-five car pileup along I-15

in Utah. Winds gusted to 115 mph in Wyoming.

    * 1989 - Santa Ana winds of up to one hundred miles per hour raked

southern California. The Pepsi/Slice blimp was destroyed by the high winds

at the Ontario Airport. Trucks on I-10 and I-15 were toppled.

    * 1997 - Wind chills of -81F and sixteen foot snowdrifts paralyzed the

Dakotas. South Dakota would be declared a Federal disaster area. Extremely

cold temperatures plunged all the way to the Texas coast with readings at

least thirty degrees below normal over a wide area. At least thirty-one

people died in the extreme weather.

    * 1997 - An emergency was declared in Buffalo, NY as the city

experienced its fourth heaviest blizzard. Two feet of snow fell in some

areas. Driving was banned for a time so that snowplows could do their jobs

without running into stalled cars.

    * 1998 - The first major snow in six years fell in Jerusalem, putting

Israelis in a festive spirit. .
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday, January 12, 2004.

On this day in ..

1888 – “Schoolhouse Blizzard of 1888” struck without warning from the

Dakotas to Texas. Thousands of children were stranded in one room

schoolhouses. The storm arrived on a warm, spring like morning, catching

many people off guard. More than 200 people were killed, including many

school children.

1911 - The thermometer at Rapid City, SD read 55F at 6 a.m.. Two hours

later, the temperature had plunged to -13F, setting a record for two hour

temperature drops in the United States.

1912 - Iowa recorded its coldest temperature ever at Washta (-47F). The record would be tied on 2/3/1996 at Elkrader, IA.

1981 - Massachusetts recorded its coldest temperature ever at Chester (-35F).

1982 - Arctic air mass continued into invasion of the south, moving into

Florida. Homestead, FL recorded a reading of 29F, and Orlando fell to 23

degrees. Major damage was reported to citrus and vegetables.

1982 - Snow and freezing rain moved into Birmingham, AL hours before it was

expected. Serious icing occurred overnight as temperatures hovered near

freezing. 16,000 people ended up in emergency shelters overnight in

Birmingham as the precipitation arrived earlier than expected, turning

highways into skating rinks. Atlanta, GA was also hard-hit by the ice storm.

1985 - Snowstorm of the Century in Texas: San Antonio received a record 13.2

inches of snow. It was not only a record for the day or month, but twice the

old record for an entire year.

1991 - Thirty three sailors died in a cargo ship which sunk in a major

Atlantic storm southeast of Newfoundland.

1996 - The fourth and final in a series of snowstorms to affect the east

coast dumped heavy snows, including thirty inches at Oakland, PA. The deep

snow cover, up to 50 inches in some areas, would be completely gone in most

areas in just two weeks following a major warming trend and heavy rains.

1997 - An amazing lake effect snow event off on Lake Ontario brought eighty

six inches of snow in forty-eight hours to Montague, NY. The town is located

atop the Tug Hill Plateau and is notorious for heavy lake effect snows off

on Lake Ontario. Seventy inches fell in less than twenty-four hours.

===========================================================

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, January 13, 2004.

On this day in ..

1862 - Flooding in California, known as the <93>Nochian Flood,<94> produced a vast

sea in the Sacramento Valley. San Francisco, CA had a total rainfall for the

month of 24.36 inches.

1886 - Kansas was struck without warning by a severe blizzard. As many as

one hundred people were killed along with almost eighty percent of the

1ivestock in the state.

1888 - Fort Keough, MT recorded a temperature of -65F, a reading which would

stand as a record for the continental U.S. for sixty six years.

1903 - A tropical cyclone struck the Society Islands in the South Pacific,

causing a storm surge as high as forty feet. One thousand people perished. .

1912 - Maryland recorded its coldest temperature ever, (-40F) at Oakland.

1913 - The temperature at Rapid City, SD rose sixty four degrees in fourteen

hours.

1937 - The Ohio River floods covered most of the town of Jeffersonville,

sending 13,000 people fleeing. 90,000 people were forced to evacuate

Evansville, IN. Seventy percent of Louisville, KY was inundated. The town of

Paducah, Kentucky was deserted in the face of the rising water.

1944 - Damaging ice storm from Texas to Mississippi caused $18 million in

damage.

1950 - The Seattle-Tacoma area was hit by a major blizzard that dumped up to

fifty inches of snow in some areas and dropped temperatures to below zero.

Thirteen people died in the storm that paralyzed parts of eastern

Washington, northern Idaho and Oregon. 21.4 inches of snow fell at the

SEA-TAC airport.

1952 - During the first days of 1952, the Southern Pacific Railroad found

itself battling a series of fierce winter snow storms that threatened all

train operations. Their flagship passenger train, the Streamliner City of

San Francisco finally set out over the Sierras on this date. The train

became trapped in an avalanche. It would take three cold, long days to free

the 226 passengers.

1964 - Williamsport, PA was buried under twenty four inches of snow.

Nineteen inches fell in Nantucket, MA and Scranton, PA.

1972 - An elementary school in suburban Atlanta was struck by lightning,

sparking a fire. The students had to evacuate the building into the raging

storm.

1982 - A major winter storm spread snow, sleet and freezing rain across the

South, from Texas to South Carolina. The temperature plunged to -5F in

Atlanta, GA. Major damage was reported to agricultural and citrus crops in

southern Florida.

1982 - Air Florida Flight 90 crashed onto the Fourteenth Street Bridge and

into the icy Potomac River during a terrible blizzard in Washington, DC. Ice

build up on the wings caused the plane to crash right after takeoff. Only

five of the seventy-nine people aboard survived.

1996 - The eastern half of Pennsylvania was reeling under its heaviest snow

cover in memory. The area around the state capital had nearly four feet of

snow on the ground. Parts of the northern Susquehanna Valley had nearly five

feet of snow cover. Six days later, most of the snow would melt and combine

with an unseasonably warm rainstorm to produce the worst flooding since

Hurricane Eloise in 1975.

1997 - In Utah, an estimated four thousand skiers and snowboarders were home

after being stranded for much of the weekend. Two feet of fresh snow and

several avalanches had blocked the highway to the Snowbird and Alta ski

resorts for two days.

1997 - A winter storm spread freezing rain over much of southeast Texas and

southwest Louisiana., knocking out power to over 100,000 people. One

unexpected side effect of the ice storm was a pronounced baby boom nine

months later in area hospitals.

1997 - Weather observers at Lake Charles, LA had to run across the runway at

the airport to chip thick ice off of the anemometer when the dial in their

office showed calm winds despite a stiff southeast breeze. .

2000 - Snow finally fell in Boston MA, ending the longest snow less streak

in the city<92>s history at 304 days. It was also the latest start to a snow

season in Beantown.

2002 - Packer Fans in Green Bay only had one complaint about the weather as

their beloved team lined up to play the 49ers in an NFL Playoff game at

Lambeau Field. It was too warm. Game time temperatures were in the upper

20s, nothing like the -13 at the Ice Bowl in 1967 when Green Bay hosted

Dallas.

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, January 14, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1831 - The greatest snowstorm recorded in American history until this

time occurred from Georgia to the northeast and west to the Ohio Valley.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania had thirty inches and Pittsburgh recorded twenty

two inches.

    * 1863 - Cincinnati, OH recorded its greatest snowstorm ever as twenty

inches of snow shattered the old single storm record, which was eleven

inches.

    * 1882 - The hills above Los Angeles were whitened by snow as Southern

California recorded its greatest snowfall. San Bernadino received fifteen

inches. A trace fell in San Diego. Snow totals reached as much as twenty

inches on Baja California with snow all the way to the edge of the Mojave.

    * 1888 - The temperature in Eureka, CA fell to 20F as a cold spell

affected the Golden State. The temperature at San Francisco dropped to 29F.

    * 1910 - The luxury liner Lusitania was struck by an eighty foot wave

that heavily damaged the ship as it made its way from Liverpool to New York

City. The storm that caused the high wave also produced blizzard conditions

on the East Coast, including New York City, where fifteen inches of snow

fell.

    * 1932 - The home of a thirteen member family in Lexington, TN was

destroyed by a tornado. Ten fatalities resulted.

    * 1974 - Severe flooding in Idaho was the result of unseasonably warm

temperatures, Chinook winds and heavy rains. The flooding is regarded to be

the worst weather disaster in the history of the state. Damage totaled $50

million.

    * 1979 - Chicago, IL was buried under 20.7 inches of snow in just thirty

hours. The storm would go down as the second heaviest snow in the city' s

history. The snow cover after the storm was twenty-nine inches, a modern day

record for the Windy City.

    * 1988 - A strong frontal system caused the highest winds ever recorded

in the Reno, NV area with a gust to ninety mph at the International Airport.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1780 - New York Harbor froze over completely during the famous Hard

Winter of 1779-1780. It stayed frozen solid for five weeks. The ice was so

thick that cannon could be transported across it.

    * 1852 - The ice was so thick across the across the Susquehanna River in

Maryland that railroad cars were hauled across the ice bridge.

    * 1932 - Los Angeles recorded its heaviest snowfall. The Los Angeles

Civic Center recorded one inch, while downtown picked up two inches. The

beaches at Santa Monica were white.

    * 1952 - Major snowstorm struck the western U.S. Six day storm totals of

forty-four inches at Marlette Lake, NV. Fifty-two inches fell at Sun Valley,

ID and the winner: a whopping 149 inches at Lake Tahoe, CA. All three

amounts were single storm records for their states.

    * 1958 - Four hurricane reconnaissance planes have been lost since the

practice was started in the mid 1940s. Three have been lost in the Pacific,

one in the Atlantic. A WB-50 from the 54th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron

was lost during Supertyphoon Orphelia southwest of Guam.

    * 1987 - A major snowstorm hit New Mexico with much as four feet of snow

fell in some areas. Severe blizzard conditions crippled the Albuquerque, NM

area.

    * 1989 - Fargo,ND shattered its record for the snowiest January ever

with half the month to go. 30.7 inches of snow had already fallen by this

date.

    * 1993 - Fairbanks, AK measured forty-seven inches of snow on the

ground, the deepest snow cover ever recorded.

    * 1995 - Williston, ND recorded its greatest twenty-four hour snowfall

when 12.6 inches of snow fell.

    * 1995 - Caribou, ME recorded their all-time January high of 53F. What

is interesting is that just four days earlier a daily record low of -33F

degrees was recorded.

    * 2002 - Heavy rains finally brought Australia's worst bushfire crisis

in eight years to an end, dousing the remaining fires that have been burning

near Sydney since Christmas Day. Over 1.25 million acres were burned by the

fires, many of which were started by arsonists.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1831 - "The Great Snowstorm" raged from Georgia to Maine. As much as

thirty inches of snow was reported from Pennsylvania northward across

southern New England. Fifteen to twenty inches of snow was reported across

New York City. Washington DC had thirteen inches.

    * 1916 - San Francisco was affected by a tremendous Pacific storm that

caused extensive wind damage throughout central California.

    * 1959 - Bennet's Bridge, NY received fifty-one inches of snow in

sixteen hours from a lake effect snowstorm generated as cold air swept

across the relatively warm waters of Lake Ontario.

    * 1964 - One foot of snow fell in Dallas, TX.

    * 1977 - Arctic air settled into the Plains and temperature records

fell: Fargo, ND (-35F); Omaha, NE (-21F); Kansas City MO (-13F); Chicago IL

(-19F); Des Moines, IA (-18F); Springfield MO (-16F); St. Louis (-14F).

    * 1982 - The second severe arctic outbreak of the season infiltrates the

Central U.S. Zero degree temperatures were recorded into Texas. The mercury

dropped from 55F to -1F at Amarillo and from 62F to 10F at Oklahoma City.

    * 1987 - Sixty one inches of snow fell at Rye, CO. Winds gusted to

100mph in Utah. More snow fell across the Plains and Mississippi River

Valley from Texas to Indiana. Sixteen inches of snow fell at Tulia, TX and

fourteen inches fell across western Oklahoma.

    * 1988 - A major Pacific coastal storm battered southern California.

Trees were uprooted in the San Diego area by sixty-five mph winds. The

barometer at Los Angeles dropped to a record low reading of 29.25 inches.

    * 1990 - Heavy snow in Alaska, with 64.9 inches fell in less than two

days at Valdez, AK. The 47.5 inches of snow in four hours set a record for

Valdez. Ships in the harbor were sunk by the heavy snow.

    * 1990 - Until 1990, no tornado had ever been recorded in the United

States on January 16th. Once the "jinx" was broken on this date, tornadoes

occurred on January 16th in 1993 and 1997 in Florida.

    * 1994 - Bitter cold across the Great Lakes and Northeast: Alpena MI

ties its record low for January with -28F. Boston suffered through its

coldest day in 26 years with an average temp for the day of only 2F. -43F at

Watertown NY was the nation's lowest temperature. Blackouts were reported

over a large area of Virginia as the power drain overwhelmed utilities.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1857 - The Great Cold Storm struck the East and South. Washington,

D.C. had two feet of snow. Even Athens, GA, in the sunny south, had eight

inches of the white stuff. A twelve foot snow bank paralyzed rail traffic in

and out of New York City at Bergen Cut. Brutal temperatures accompanied the

storm, with Watertown, N.Y. recording a reading of -40 F.

    * 1930 - Oklahoma recorded its all-time state record low temperature

with -27F at Watts.

    * 1943 - Idaho recorded its coldest temperature ever (-60F) at Island

Park Dam.

    * 1950 - Oregon continued in the grips of one of its worst winter months

ever. A major winter storm brought a thick glaze of ice to Columbia River

Gorge, stopping automobile traffic in its tracks. Hundreds of motorists were

stranded and had to be rescued by train. Even that was difficult with the

coating of ice. The storm caused widespread power outages.

    * 1973 - Tornado at Corey, LA lifted a baby from a crib and carried it

400 yards. Amazingly, the baby suffered only minor injuries.

    * 1980 - Tropical Cyclone Hyacinthe produces 223.5 inches of rainfall

over a ten day period from Commerson, La Reunion Island to set the worldwide

mark for rainfall from a tropical cyclone. The same storm dumped 127.6

inches of rain in just seventy-two hours at Grand-Ilet, La Reunion Island.

    * 1980 - Dense fog caused a ship to ram the Alno Bridge near Gotenberg

Sweden and a 500 foot span of the bridge collapsed. Eight people died when

seven cars went off the edge of the broken span.

    * 1982 - Extreme cold in the Northeast: Princeton, NJ recorded -9F and

Bridgehampton, NY, on Long Island, dropped to -10F.

    * 1985 - Tropical Cyclone Nigel struck the Fiji Islands, causing $1

million in damage and twenty fatalities.

    * 1986 - Heavy rains in Washington state dumped six to nine on the

Seattle area, causing many mudslides. An AMTRAK train was derailed when the

soil under the track gave way. Twenty-eight people were injured as a result.

    * 1988 - A major Pacific storm was wreaking havoc in California. The

surf rose as high as twenty feet along the southern California coast causing

as much as $50 million in damage.

    * 1992 - Up to seven inches of snow fell across North Alabama in an

unusual snowstorm.

    * 1993 - A cold blast of air over the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley:

Chicago's high temperature only reached -11F degrees, tying the record for the coldest high temperature that the Windy City has ever recorded. Tower MN fell to -44F. Thirty-six inches of snow fell in just nine hours at Adams,

NY.

    * 1993 - Salt Lake City broke its seasonal snowfall when the total

reached severity-six inches.

    * 1996 - Heavy rain and snowmelt over New England caused disastrous

flooding. 125,000 people were forced to evacuate their homes. Eight people

would die and over $1 billion of damage would result.

    * 2000 - The National Weather Service unveiled its new supercomputer, an

IBM SP computer with a 786 processor, located in Bowie MD. The computer

replaced an older Cray C-90 computer had been in use since 1994 but it was

destroyed in a fire in September 1999. Five times faster than the Cray C-90

it replaced, the new IBM was one of the two fastest weather computers in the

world.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, January 19, 2005.

The Weather Notebook is a historical database of past significant weather

events. It includes a history of major tornadoes, blizzards, hurricanes, and

everything and anything else related to weather.  We hope you enjoy it, and

if you know of a significant weather event we haven't included, please let

us know.

    On this day in ..

    * 1786 - The reading of -24F at Hartford, CT was the coldest temperature

ever seen on a thermometer up to that time.

    * 1810 - Famous Cold Friday in New England: a family tragedy occurred in

Sanbornton, NH when three children froze to death in the sudden overnight

temperature drop of fifty degrees.

    * 1893 - The temperature rose forty-two degrees in fifteen minutes at

Fort Assiniboine, MT. The mercury jumped from -5F to 37F.

    * 1925 - Maine recorded its coldest temperature ever (-48F) at Van

Buren.

    * 1933 - California recorded its twenty-four hour record snowfall with

sixty inches at Giant Forest.

    * 1961 - The "Kennedy Inaugural Storm:" A major snowstorm moved up the

east coast on the day of President Kennedy's inauguration. Washington D.C.

picks up one of the lower snowfall totals with seven inches. As much as 28

inches fell in Warwick, R.I.

    * 1977 - On this date, the virtually unthinkable happened. It snowed in

Miami, FL. Actual snowflakes were flying in the air at Miami Beach and as

far south as the northern Florida Keys for the first time in recorded

history. The trace of snow that fell at Homestead, Florida is the

southernmost snowfall in U.S. history.

    * 1988 - A swarm of fourteen tornadoes affected parts of Mississippi,

Tennessee, Alabama and Arkansas. The most violent tornado was an F4 that

occurred near Kosciusko MS, but an F3 tornado in Fayette County Tennessee

was the most deadly, causing 3 fatalities.

    * 1994 - Sixty seven record lows set for the date from Minnesota to

Virginia. Ten cities recorded their lowest temperature ever. All time record

lows were set at: Indianapolis IN (-27F); Akron OH (-25F); Pittsburgh, PA

(-22F); Louisville KY (-22F); Columbus, OH (-22F); and Cleveland, OH (-20F.)

Indiana recorded its coldest temperature ever when the mercury fell to -37F

at New Whiteland, IN.

    * 1994 - Parish,NY picked up several hours of snow accompanied by

thunder and lightning with forty-two inches of new snow falling as lake

effect snows continued off of Lake Ontario.

    * 1995 - 19.7 inches of snow fell on Columbia, MO. The storm would break

records for the greatest twenty-four hour snowfall and greatest single

snowstorm total. Blizzard conditions resulted as winds gusted to 45 mph.

    * 1996 - Moderate to heavy rains and an incredible snowmelt triggered by

a rapid warm-up caused serious flooding along the Delaware, Susquehanna,

upper Ohio, Potomac and James River basins in Pennsylvania, with crests as

much as twenty feet above flood stage. The flooding killed thirty-three

people, forced over 200,000 from their homes, and destroyed or damaged

hundreds of roads and bridges.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1854 - Major tornado struck Brandon and Mount Vernon in Ohio.

    * 1937 - California recorded its coldest temperature ever (-45F) at Boca.

    * 1937 - Wettest Inaugural Day on record: 1.77 inches of rain fell in Washington with temperatures in the 30s as Franklin Roosevelt is inaugurated.

    * 1943 - A temperature of 52F degrees at Lead, SD is no big deal, but just 1.5 miles away it is -16F at Deadwood. There is a 600 feet difference in elevation.

    * 1951 - The Mount Lamington volcano in New Guinea had not erupted in recorded memory, but in January 1951, it began to belch smoke from its cone. On the 20th, rocks spewed from the mountain, followed by huge cloud of steam and dust that rolled down the mountain at great speed, killing 6000 people, nearly the entire population of the North Coast.

    * 1954 - The lowest temperature ever recorded in the contiguous 48 States, -69.7F (officially -70F), was observed at Rogers Pass, MT Montana. Rogers Pass is in mountainous and heavily forested terrain about one-half mile east of and 140 feet below the summit of the Continental Divide. The temperature is also obviously the lowest ever recorded in Montana.

    * 1978 - Boston recorded an unexpected twenty-one inches of snow in twenty-four hours to set a new record. The record would be broken just two weeks later by another storm. The snow total was unexpected, because forecasters expected the snow to change to rain, but it didn't, a tough call with coastal lows pressure systems.

    * 1984 - An Arctic cold wave in the east between the 18th and 22nd claimed forty-two lives in fourteen states. One of the coldest readings was -40F in Minong, WI. Subzero readings were measured from the Rockies to New England.

    * 1985 - Many all time record lows set during an Arctic outbreak, including: Akron/Canton OH (-24F); Asheville, NC (-16F); Chicago, IL (-27F); Jacksonville, FL (+7F); Nashville, TN (-17F); and Raleigh/Durham (-9F). The extreme cold actually caused television cable wires to shrink, resulting in service disruptions across the state of Virginia.

    * 1993 - Heavy rains across Louisiana caused flooding. Nearly eleven inches fell in Lafayette, LA along with nine inches in Baton Rouge.

    * 1993 - Major storm in Washington State caused $130 million in damage. 750,00 people had no power in the Puget Sound area. The storm had a central pressure of 980 millibars. Seattle recorded their second highest wind gust ever with 64 mph at SEATAC. Near the mouth of the Columbia River, winds gusted to 100 mph.

    * 1994 - Very cold conditions over the Northeast: Cleveland, OH and Pittsburgh, PA ended their longest continuous subzero periods with fifty-two and fifty-six hours respectively. Temperature bottomed out at -45F at Rangeley, ME.
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Wednesday, January 21, 2004.

On this day in ..

1854 - Coldest day of the famous “California Cold Winter” with 19F recorded at Sacramento, CA.

1863 - General Ambrose Burnside’s troops were forced to endure the “Mud March” across parts of Virginia as heavy rains turned roads into quagmires after the Union defeat in the Battle of Fredericksburg.

1893 - Record snows fell across west Texas. Lubbock broke their single storm snowfall record with 16.8 inches. Plainview, TX recorded eighteen inches. Dalhart, TX picked up fifteen inches of the white stuff.

1918 - Temperature rose 83 degrees at Granville, N.D. in the space of a few hours, from a morning reading of -33F to 50F by afternoon.

1985 - North Carolina<92>s coldest temperature ever (-34F) at Mt. Mitchell.  Neighboring South Carolina also recorded their coldest ever. The official reading is -19F at Caesar’s Head, SC, but a -20F observation was recorded near Long Creek, SC.

1985 - More eastern cold: Jacksonville, FL recorded its all-time record low (7F). Macon, GA had its coldest day ever with 6F. It was the coldest Inauguration day in history as President Reagan is sworn in for a second term during cold and wind that resulted in wind chill readings of -30F. Many counties in New York were declared disaster areas, because of heavy snow.

1993 - Winds gusted to an incredible 176 mph at Lake Tahoe, CA, with sustained winds measured at 122 mph as a major Pacific low pressure system moved ashore. Twenty-one inches of snow fell in twenty-four hours at Sierra Ski Ranch, bringing the snow pack there to 163 inches.

1994 - Frigid conditions persisted over the Northeast. All-time record lows were established at Williamsport, PA (-20F), Wilkes-Baare Scranton, PA (-21F), Harrisburg, PA (-22) and Allentown, PA (-15). The morning low in Worcester, MA was below zero for the seventh day in a row to establish a new record.

1999 - Eighty-seven tornadoes were reported across the South, establishing a one-day January record for the country. Eight people were killed in Arkansas and Tennessee as twisters ripped through parts of both states. Hardest hit were Beebe, AR, Little Rock, AR and Clarksville, TN. 163 tornadoes were reported in January shattering the old mark of 52 set in 1975.

2000 - A powerful ocean storm off the coast of New England developed an “eye” as the central pressure fell to 28.16 inches, the equivalent of a Category 3 hurricane.

===========================================================

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, January 22, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1781 - Great coastal storm sweeps New York/New England coasts. Several

men-of-war sunk, causing problems for the British war effort.

    * 1904 - An unseasonable F4 tornado leveled the northern part of the

town of Moundville, AL just after midnight, killing thirty seven. The

tornado reportedly glowed with a phosphorescent glow. An engineer on a

northbound Great Southern train saw the destruction right after it occurred,

and backed his train twelve miles in reverse to the town of Akron, where he

sent a telegram for help.

    * 1930 - Illinois recorded its coldest temperature ever at Mt. Carroll

(-35F). The reading would be tied during the winter of 1995-96, when the

temperature plummeted to -35F at Elizabeth.

    * 1943 - The temperature at Spearfish, ND rose forty-nine degrees in

just two minutes! The temperature rise is regarded to be the most dramatic

in world history. Plate glass cracked as a result of the wild temperature

swings.

    * 1982 - Minneapolis broke its two-day old twenty-four hour snowfall

record with eighteen inches of the white stuff.

    * 1982 - Boulder, CO recorded a wind gust to an incredible 150 mph!

    * 1985 - Virginia recorded its coldest temperature ever (-30F) at

Mountain Lake.

    * 1987 - North Carolina experienced its' worst snowstorm in fifty years

as up to twenty inches of snow fell across the state. The Washington DC and

Boston MA areas were paralyzed as traffic ground to a halt during the storm.

The low pressure system responsible for the storm had a low pressure of

28.60 inches!

    * 1989 - Chandalar Lake, AK recorded a balmy high temperature of -66F!

    * 1997 - A major snowstorm hit northern California, dumping snow at the

rate of two inches per hour on the Sierra Mountains. A six foot snowdrift

trapped Amtrak's California Zephyr in Donner Pass, much like a similar storm

had done in January 1952. Fortunately, the AMTRAK train was freed after just

a few hours, not three days like the 1952 event.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1780 - Famous cold winter in New England: the temperature dropped to

-16F (unofficial) in New York City on this which was the coldest day of the

winter. New York Harbor was frozen solid for five months, cutting the city

off from shipping.

    * 1812 - A second major series of earthquakes was felt as part of the

New Madrid Shocks of the winter of 1811-1812. Many observers reported that

the January 23 shocks were as strong as the main earthquake on December 16th

of the preceding year.

    * 1916 - The temperature at Browning, MT dropped from 44F to -56F in 24

hours to establish a record 24 temperature drop for the United States.

    * 1935 - The Blizzard of 1935 dumped a wide swath of snow from Florida

to New England. The snowfall came from two storms that struck back to back.

Snowfalls of one foot or greater were measured in New York City, Boston and

Portland, ME. Fifty-two inches fell at Winthrop MA. . Thousands of jobless

men were hired by the Home Relief Program and the Federal Relief

Administration to shovel snow for 25 cents an hour.

    * 1940 - 21.6 inches of snow fell at Richmond VA, setting a record. Six

days of below zero temperature readings followed the storm.

    * 1943 - The song says that it never rains in Southern California. Don't

tell that to the folks at Hoegees Camp in the San Gabriel Mountains where

26.12 inches fell in twenty-four hours to set the state precipitation

record.

    * 1955 - Mobile Alabama recorded its largest snowfall in 55 years as 3.5

inches fell.

    * 1966 - Major nor'easter dumped 21.1 inches of snow on Rochester, NY.

    * 1969 - Massive F4 tornado carved a 105 mile path across six counties

in Mississippi, killing thirty-two people. The twister affected many rural

areas and small towns, except for the town of Hazelhurst where eleven people

died.

    * 1971 - Prospect Creek Camp in the Endicott Mountains of northern

Alaska recorded the coldest temperature ever recorded in the U.S. at -80F.

There have been colder unofficial readings, but this one stands as the

official mark.

    * 1973 - On this date, the Eldfell Volcano erupted along a 1.5 mile

fissure on the island of Heimaey, Iceland, creating a spectacular curtain of

fire. The brave efforts of volunteers prevented the lava flow from closing

the entrance to the harbor of the important fishing town of Vestmannaeyjar,

literally saving the island's livelihood.

    * 1982 - Blizzard in the upper Midwest dumped tremendous snows across

Minnesota and Iowa. 18.5 inches fell at Minneapolis, MN. Eighteen inches

fell at Sioux City, IA. Winds of up to sixty mph piled up drifts to twenty

feet tall!

    * 1988 - Severe windstorm in northeast Colorado: winds gusted to 92 mph

at Boulder before the equipment failed. 120 mph gusts were recorded at Mines

Peak. A bridge under construction east of Boulder, CO was blown off of its

supports.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1857 - Extreme cold in New England: temperatures dropped to -50F in

parts of Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire. -11F on Nantucket. -30F in Boston

suburbs. These readings were the coldest temperatures recorded before the

U.S. Weather Bureau came into existence.

    * 1916 - Temperature plunged to -56F at Browning, MT, which is not too

terribly unusual, until you consider the fact that it was 44F the day

before. The 100 degree temperature change was a record for the U.S.

    * 1922 - Wisconsin recorded its coldest temperature ever (-54F) at Danbury. This reading is also the coldest temperature ever recorded east of the Mississippi River.

    * 1956 - Thirty-eight inches of rain recorded in twenty-four hours

period at Kilauea Plantation, Hawaii. Twelve inches fell in just one hour.

    * 1963 - Tremendous arctic outbreak all the way into the Deep South: in

Nashville, TN, the mercury plunged to -15F to set a record.

    * 1967 - The tornado outbreak across the Central U.S. was the furthest

north an outbreak ever recorded in the winter. Thirty-two total tornadoes

occurred, with fourteen in Iowa. Nine twisters occurred in Missouri, eight

in Illinois and one in Wisconsin. Iowa had never recorded a tornado in

January up to this point. Seven people died.

    * 1982 - Whirlwinds damaged cars and airplanes in Boulder, CO.

    * 1997 - Rare mid-winter tornadoes strike parts of Alabama and

Tennessee. One twister struck the eastern part of Tuscaloosa Alabama,

killing one person and injuring eight. The tornado struck a strip shopping

center, crushing the roof of a crowded grocery store and tossing cars in the

parking lot like toys.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1821 - The Hudson River in New York City was frozen. People were able

to cross River between Hoboken and New York City. Temperature plunged to

-14F in New York City. Entrepreneurs set up beverage stations in the middle

of the river to warm pedestrians.

    * 1837 - Incredible Northern Lights display put on a show above

Burlington, VT. The light show was equal to that of a full moon.

    * 1940 - The temperature at Richmond, VA dropped to -6F, the first of

six consecutive days with below zero readings. The cold followed on the

heels of the city's biggest snowstorm ever, as 21.6 inches of snow fell over

a three-day period.

    * 1965 - Alta, UT is buried under 105 inches of snow, establishing a

snowfall record for the state.

    * 1978 - Meteorologist Bert Reeves was concerned as he studied the

weather charts for the day of the National Weather Service in Indianapolis

IN. He would issue a blizzard warning for the entire state of Indiana. It

turned out to be a good move, as a major blizzard paralyzed much of the

Upper Midwest, with South Bend IN getting dumped on by an amazing 4 feet of

snow!

    * 1983 - Central pressure drops to 940 millibars in massive storm in the

Gulf of Alaska. The intensity was the equivalent of a strong category three

hurricane.

    * 1987 - Second major snowstorm in just three days struck the eastern

seaboard with fifteen inches of snow over parts of Virginia, Maryland and

Delaware. The second storm left up to thirty inches of snow cover across

parts of Virginia.

    * 1987 - Oklahoma was reeling from one of its worst winter storms ever

as up to two inches of ice accumulated from Duncan to Norman to Tulsa OK.

Many areas were without power for up to two weeks.

    * 1990 - A vicious storm hit Europe with winds of up to 120 mph. Forty

five people were killed in Great Britain with damage estimates as high as

$1.3 billion. Even the beautiful double-decker buses of London stopped in

the face of the storm for fear they would be tipped over by the high winds.

    * 1991 - The temperature at Saranack Lake, NY fell to -25F.

    * 1999 - Residents of the San Joaquin Valley in California were treated

to a rare occurrence: snow! Snow had only fallen in the area fifteen times

since 1937, when three inches fell at Bakersfield, CA during the early

morning hours on this date. The snowfall easily surpassed the old record of

1.5 inches.

    * 2000 - Forecasters were caught by surprise by a major winter storm in

the nation's capital. Afternoon forecasts called for light snow, thinking

the storm would pass further out to sea. The storm hugged the coast and

dropped a foot of snow on Washington. The storm dumped 20.2 inches of snow

on Raleigh, NC, establishing an all-time snowfall record and paralyzing the

city.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1937 - The Ohio River was in flood from Pittsburgh, PA to Cairo, IL.

The river was an amazing eighty feet above flood stage at Cincinnati, OH.

    * 1940 - Alabama and the Deep South were in the deep freeze. The

official reading at the Birmingham City weather office was 1F. The airport

reading, the official location now, was -10 degrees. Skaters were actually

able to skate on the frozen surface of the Black Warrior River west of

Birmingham, where ice was six inches thick near the banks. An unheard of

event! The cold followed on the heels of a ten inch snowfall on January

23rd.

    * 1950 - An unusually warm fall and January left waters in Schuylkill

and Tulpehocken Rivers warm enough for unheard of mid-winter swimming at

Reading, PA.

    * 1967 - Twenty-nine hours after it started, the unprepared city of

Chicago was buried under twenty-three inches of snow. Winds gusted to fifty

mph, creating whiteout conditions and drifts up to twelve feet high. .

Thousands of cars and buses were abandoned by their drivers all over the

city, making the job of plowing the streets nearly impossible. It still

stands as Chicago's greatest snowstorm.

    * 1978 - Paralyzing blizzard struck the upper Midwest. Known as the

"Cleveland Superbomb," the storm system dumped huge amounts of snow over

parts of Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. High winds piled up twenty to fifty

foot snow drifts in some areas Zero degree temperatures completed the

assault. When the storm finally abated, fifty-one people had died in the

storm.

    * 1980 - Grand Ilet in the South Indian Ocean east of Madagascar

recorded the world record twelve hour rainfall with a whopping forty-six

inches of rain. The twenty-four hour record belongs to nearby Cilaos on La

Reunion Island, with over seventy-three inches in 1952.

    * 1983 - Strong storm struck the California coast with thirty-two foot

waves, record high tides and mudslides. Damage totaled in the millions.

    * 1994 - More snow at Wilkes-Barre Scranton, PA brought their total for

the month to forty-two inches, making it the city's snowiest month ever.

    * 1996 - Birmingham, AL recorded 4.71 inches of rain during strong

thunderstorms, setting a record for the most January rainfall ever in the

Magic City.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1772 - The "Washington and Jefferson Snowstorm" was observed by both George Washington at Mount Vernon (3 feet) and Thomas Jefferson at Monticello (about three feet). Washington wrote that it was the deepest snow he could remember.

    * 1805 - New York, NY received twenty-four inches of snow in forty-eight hours. It reportedly snowed continuously the entire time.

    * 1937 - Ohio River crested at 74.1 at Portsmouth, well above flood wall of 60 feet.

    * 1940 - Florida experiences a three-day freeze. There was tremendous damage to citrus crops with losses totaling $10 million. Georgia's lowest temperature ever occurred on this date near Calhoun with a reading of -17F.

    * 1966 - A major five-day lake effect blizzard was beginning in Southern Oswego County, NY. A total snowfall of 102 inches was recorded, with fifty inches falling on the 31st.

    * 1967 - Chicago records its greatest snowstorm ever when twenty-three inches fell in twenty-nine hours.

    * 1994 - Massive high pressure led to record cold temperature readings over New England and New York, including -48F at Crown Point, NY and -46F at Shoreham, VT. -29F at Burlington, VT was a new record for the day by nine degrees. It was the third day in a row that a record low was set at Caribou, ME with a reading of -23F.

    * 1998 - Flat Top, WV, at an elevation of 3300 feet set a new January twenty-four hour snowfall record for the state of West Virginia as thirty-five inches fell on the 27th and 28th. Surrounding areas at lower elevations had nearly all rain. Bluefield and Beckley, WV both established new twenty-four hour snowfall records.

    * 2000 - A major winter storm struck Arkansas with heavy snow. Up to twenty inches fell across southern portions of the state with the largest official total sixteen inches at Hope, AR. Little Rock picked up seven inches. It was the worst winter storm in Arkansas since 1988.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, January 28, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1868 - The Columbia River froze in Oregon. Pedestrian traffic and sleighs were able to cross from Vancouver to Portland on the frozen river.

    * 1887 - Snowflakes "as large as milk pans" fell across several square miles of Montana. The flakes, which were measured at 15 inches across and I8 inches thick, hold the unofficial size record !

    * 1922 - The "Knickerbocker" storm dumped twenty-eight inches of snow on Washington DC in thirty-two hours, making it the worst storm in the city's history. The heavy snow caused the roof of the Knickerbocker Theatre to collapse, killing ninety-six patrons.

    * 1940 - Amazing photographs show thick ice on the Mississippi River at the unlikeliest of locations - Vicksburg, MS as he Deep South was in the throes of an intense cold wave.

    * 1948 - Ice Storm from Arkansas to South Carolina caused $20 million in damage and thirty fatalities. .

    * 1951 - The worst ice storm in U.S. History struck from Texas to West Virginia between January 28-February 1, causing $100 million in damage and twenty-five fatalities. Tennessee was one of the hardest-hit states, with roads remaining impassable up to ten days after the event.

    * 1963 - Kentucky recorded its coldest temperature ever, (-34F) at Cynthiana.

    * 1977 - The twelve inches of snow that fell in three days at Buffalo, NY would not have been big news in a city used to big snows. The Great Buffalo Blizzard started like many other snow squalls from Lake Erie, but during this storm, strong northwest winds lifted up the snow piled on frozen Lake Erie and blasted the city with it. People were trapped wherever they were, in their cars, homes, or offices. 9 people froze to death in their stranded automobiles.

    * 1986 - The Space Shuttle Challenger exploded after liftoff from Cape Canaveral. Cold weather on the morning of liftoff was blamed for causing O-rings to fail that caused the explosion.

    * 1989 - Nome AK reported its coldest all time reading with -54F. Fairwell, AK reported -69F. The wind chill at Deadhorse, AK dropped to a deadly -114F.

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, January 29, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1780 - Extreme cold in New York City where the mercury dropped to a numbing -16F. New York harbor was frozen for five weeks. The British were able to carry a heavy cannon across the ice and fortify Staten Island.

    * 1921 - The "Great Olympic Blowdown" in the Pacific Northwest produced hurricane force winds over a wide area of Oregon and Washington as a small, but intense storm funneled strong winds along the Olympic Range. Winds gusted to 150 mph in some locations, downing up to eight million board feet of timber was felled.

    * 1966 - Strong coastal storm brought blizzard conditions and gale force winds to the East Coast. Snow drifted to ten feet. Some snowfall amounts: Roanoke, VA: 17 inches; Washington and Baltimore: 12 inches; Newport PA: 16 inches.

    * 2002 - A major three-day winter storm blasted parts of Kansas and Missouri. A catastrophic ice storm occurred south of the snow area, with two inches of ice and snow accumulating in the Kansas City, MO area. Thousands of trees were felled by the storm, blocking roads, felling utility lines and causing fires. 325,000 people were reportedly without power in Kansas City alone.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, January 30, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1927 - Central New York hit by record snowstorm. Twenty-seven inches of snow fell at Syracuse.

    * 1936 - Birmingham, Alabama recorded eleven inches of snow. It still stands as the most snow ever recorded in any January in the Magic City.

    * 1954 - January tornadoes in Canada are extremely rare, but one occurred on this date near Liverpool, Nova Scotia.

    * 1966 - All time record cold for the following states: Alabama (-27F) at New Market; Mississippi (-19F) at Corinth; North Carolina (-29F) at Mount Mitchell.

    * 1969 - Thirty-four inches of snow was on the ground at Eugene OR as the state dug out from five days of record snows. Twelve foot drifts blocked some roads.

    * 1977 - The Great Buffalo Blizzard finally drew to a close after bringing a foot of snow over three days, wind chills to -50F and twenty-five foot snow drifts. $250 million in damage resulted. The storm provided an appropriate end to one of the coldest Januarys on record in the eastern U.S.

    * 1989 - As a huge arctic air mass centered over Alaska started toward the U.S., temperatures dipped as low as -75F in Alaska. Ahead of the front in the north central U.S., temperatures rose to an unusually warm 62F at Great Falls, MT. Winds gusted to 124 mph at Choteau, MN, causing some serious damage.

    * 1996 - Sault Ste. Marie, MI broke their seasonal snowfall record for the year with over 180 inches, easily breaking the old record of 178.6 inches set in 1976-77.

    * 2002 - An very cold, but unofficial reading of -62F was recorded in Middle, UT. The official all-time record low temperature for the state of Utah is -69F set at Peter's Sink on February 1, 1985.

    * 2002 - .A little over half an inch of snow fell at the Tucson International Airport, the first measurable snow in eleven years in the southern Arizona city. Snow fell periodically throughout the day and thundersnow was even reported during the evening hours. Some heavily traveled roads in the Tucson Metro area were closed the following morning as black ice formed on bridges.

    * 2002 - A widespread area of freezing rain and snow affected the southern Plains and Midwest. Kansas City and Oklahoma City were especially hard hit. It was reported to be the worst ice storm in 120 years at Kansas City. A foot of snow fell at Chicago, IL.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, January 31, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1911 - Tamarack, CA was buried under a record monthly total of 390 inches of snow during the month of January, setting the monthly snowfall record for the U.S.

    * 1920 - Northfield, VT recorded the highest barometric pressure ever observed in the lower forty-eight states with a reading of 31.14 inches of mercury. The cold high pressure would be followed by a major winter storm just three days later that paralyzed the region.

    * 1937 - Major Oregon snowstorm: twenty-five inches at Salem, OR and 16 inches at Portland, OR.

    * 1949 - The temperature at San Antonio, TX dropped to 0F to establish their all-time minimum temperature.

    * 1953 - The Netherlands experienced its worst flood disaster in five centuries as a furious storm attacked the North Dutch Coast, with the greatest surge on record for the North Sea. Over one million acres of land was underwater. Over 1800 people died. Damage was totaled at over $500 million.

    * 1982 - Heavy snow fell from Missouri to Indiana. Twenty-five inches fell at Greenville, IL. St. Louis, MO recorded fourteen inches. The storm stranded as many as 4000 motorists in Illinois for up to two days.

    * 1989 - Barometer rises to 31.85 inches at Norway AK, establishing the all time highest reading for the North American continent. When pressures this high occur, commercial aircraft often have to be grounded because their altimeters cannot be set that high.

    * 1989 - After extremely warm temperatures the day before, the mercury plummeted 85 degrees in thirty-six hours at Great Falls MT. Valentine NE recorded a temperature drop from 70 degrees to zero in just nine hours. Wind chills fell to -80F in Montana. The extreme cold caused the brakes on a fright train to fail. The train rolled into Helena, MT and exploded, causing extensive damage.

    * 1990 - Atlantic City, NJ finished its warmest January ever ,which followed directly after its coldest December ever!

    * 1991 - The month wrapped up as the wettest ever at Apalachicola, FL and Lake Charles LA with 20.80 and 14.29 inches of rain respectively.

    * 1992 - Hundreds of people were buried and killed in the worst avalanches in recent times in eastern Turkey. The village of Gomec, Turkey was one of the hardest hit when over half of its population was killed along with 132 Turkish soldiers in an avalanche that buried the town.

    * 1994 - Coldest month ever in Caribou, ME: average temperature -7F, breaking the old record of 1.3F in January 1857.

    * 2002 - Astronomers were treated to a show as two major storms on Jupiter were interacting. One of the storms was a gigantic "white oval" that is the size of the earth and over 70 years old. The other storm was the Great Red Spot, a centuries old tempest that is twice as large as Earth. Space weather is a new field of study.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Tuesday, February 1, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1893 - Thunder and lightning reported with snow and sleet at St. Louis, MO. Temperature only 13 degrees.

 1916 - Seattle records 21.5 inches of snow for its greatest 24-hour snowfall.

 1920 - Record high-pressure over the northeast U.S. 31.09 inches at Portland ME is the highest barometric pressure ever recorded at sea level in the United States. Record low temperatures accompanied the record high pressure. The mercury dropped to -45 F at Pittsburg NH.

 1951 - New Mexico records its coldest temperature ever (-50F). Taylor Park CO dropped to -60 and Gavilan NM dropped to -50. Both records.

 1951 - One of United States' greatest ice storms ever affected a wide area from Texas to Pennsylvania. Up to 4 inches of ice coated most of the affected area. 25 people were killed and 500 injured by the storm. Many areas were isolated for up to 10 days and damage totaled $100 million.

 1955 - Tornado touched down at Commerce Landing along the Mississippi River in Tunica County, Mississippi. The storm cut an 8-mile path to Clark, Mississippi. 17 people were killed in a plantation school at Commerce Landing, making it the third deadliest school tornado disaster in U.S. History. The heroic teacher died trying to save her students by shepherding them into ditches. The rebuilt school was named after her . One dead child was blown one half mile. The event was not officially called a tornado at the time.

 1985 - Temperature plummeted to -28 degrees at Madison WI. This easily shattered the record low for the date of -22 degrees. The reading tied the record all-time low for Madison, which had also occurred on February 2, 1959 and February 9, 1899.

 1985 - Colorado records its coldest temperature ever (-61F) at Taylor Park as does Utah (-69F).

 1985 - Eleven inches of sleet and ice in Lauderdale County, Alabama is one of the worst winter storms in state's history. All roads in Florence Alabama closed for first time in history.

 1989 - Tioga ND records wind chill of 90 degrees below zero as brutal cold invades the north central U.S. The morning low at Russell KS was 12 degrees, quite change from the reading of 84 the day before, which was the nation’s warmest reading. Meanwhile, over the southeast and east, record warmth was occurring with 54 cities reporting record highs for the date.

 1992 - The Canadian Maritimes experience one of their greatest blizzards of all time. 2 to 3 feet of snow fell across New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. New Brunswick recorded 63 inches of snow for their all time single storm record. Winds gusted as high as 90 mph. Danforth Maine had 13 inches of snow.

 1992 - 68 at Dickinson ND set their all-time record high temperature for February.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Wednesday, February 2, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1789 - It was too cold even for the Groundhog on this Groundhog's Day.-28 in Hartford Connecticut. Minus 18 degrees near Philadelphia.

 1916 - Dome of cathedral in Seattle is crushed under the weight of a three day wet snow which totaled 32.5 inches in accumulation.

 1951 - Severe ice storm from Pennsylvania to Texas. Tennessee is hardest hit state. Telephone and electric service knocked out for 7 to 10 days. $100 million in damage. (See also earlier dates)

 1951 - -35 at Greensburg IN would be state' coldest until 1994.

 1952 - Only tropical storm in recorded history to hit the U.S. in February crossed southern Florida from the Gulf of Mexico. Winds gusted to 60 mph and 2-4 inches of rain fell.

 1955 - A massive black blizzard (a snowstorm combined with black dust and dirt churned from the earth by strong wind) strikes the Southwest and Plains.

 1956 - Record snowfalls across New Mexico and Texas. Up to 33 inches would fall in the Texas panhandle before the storm was over. Roswell, NM reported 15 inches.

 1964 - West Texas and New Mexico reel under a record snowstorm. 33 inches of snow fell in the Texas Panhandle. 15.1 inches fell in Roswell NM.

 1976 - Intense coastal storm brings very high winds to New England. Winds gusted to 115 mph at Southwest Harbor, ME and Bear Island ME. Winds gusted to 98 mph at Chatham MA. The pressure dropped to a record low of 28.35 inches at Caribou ME. 13 inches of snow fell at Danforth, ME.

 1983 - Jacksonville, FL records wind gust to 112 mph. Major snowstorm across Plains. 15 inches of snow at Concordia KS.

 1989 - Cold in the west, warm in the east. Record highs recorded in 8 eastern cities including 80 degrees in Wilmington NC. On the other side of the country, the wind chill at Butte MT reached a bone numbing 91 degrees below zero. Almost a foot of snow was recorded in Salt Lake City UT.

 1996 - Record February cold across the eastern two-thirds of the country. Over 400 daily record low temperatures were set. Groundhog Day 1996 would have seen a frozen groundhog in Tower Minnesota where the state's all-time record low with a reading of -60 degrees was recorded. International Falls recorded their all time February record low with -45 degrees. The temperature in Embarrass MN plummeted to -53 degrees. International Falls MN was really embarrassed when its annual Icebox Days festival was cancelled because it was too cold. The place to be this day was in Orlando, where it was a delightful 85 degrees.

 1996 - Heavy snows fell across the mid-Atlantic. Rehoboth Beach DE picked up 18 inches of snow. The 6.8 inches of snow that fell at Charleston, WV was enough to set their record for the snowiest winter ever there, and it was only February.

 ...1 -

 1901 - Pacific mail steamers strikes rock while attempting to enter the Golden Gate during heavy fog. 128 people drowned.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Thursday, February 3, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1803 - Winston Salem NC picks up 20 inches of snow.

 1844 - Boston Harbor was so thick with ice on this date that a channel had to be cut through the ice for a ship to leave with 30,000 letters for England.

 1917 - Downtown Miami records its coldest temperature ever (since records started being kept in 1911) with 27 degrees.

 1961 - New England reeling under third great snowstorm of the winter.  1-3 feet of snow falls from Pennsylvania to New England. 22.6 inches at Newark, NJ and 22 inches at JFK. Cortland NY 40 inches. 15 foot drifts. 73 killed.

 1963 - Warmest February temperature ever recorded in the United States(105F) at Montezuma AZ.

 1986 - A five-day ice storm of freezing drizzle and fog from the 1st through the 5th caused ice to accumulate to a thickness of 5 to 8 inches in central North Dakota. Many people were left without power. The ice in Wisconsin felled millions of trees.

 1989 - -29 at Casper WY as bitterly cold air remains entrenched over the north central U.S. That reading was cold enough to be the coldest February reading ever there. -53 at Wisdom MT. 3 feet of snow blanketed the Sierras of California. Winds gusted to over 100 mph over the Pacific Northwest.

 1990 - Tornado touches down north of Birmingham, Alabama. 15 are injured.

 1996 - Iowa ties lowest temperature ever at Elkader (-47 F). Illinois ties its coldest temperature ever at Elizabeth (-35 F) tying record set at Mt. Carroll, Jan 22, 1930. Des Moines sets its all time record for consecutive hours below zero at 132 hours! Milwaukee WI tied its all-time coldest for February with -26 degrees. Iowa tied its record low with Elkader at -47 degrees.

 1997 - High temperature of 78 degrees at Victoria TX sets record high temperature for date.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Friday, February 4, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1956 - Plainview Texas records states greatest 24-hour snowfall total with 25 inches.

 1961 - Northeast U.S. experiences its third major snowstorm of the season. 40 inches fell at Cortland NY. New York City picked up 24 inches. Newark NJ had 23 inches. The Blue Hill Observatory in Milton MA picked up a wind gust to 96 mph.

 1964 - Big blizzard in Texas Panhandle. 26 inches of snow fell in Borger TX between the 2nd and 5th.

 1982 - 36 degrees in Barrow AK on this date is the warmest that it has ever been in February.. In fact only time ever got above freezing in the month.

 1989 - Huge winter storm over the west. Alta UT picked up 49 inches of snow in 4 days. 66 inches fell in 6 days at Wold Creek CO. As much as 7 feet of snow fell in northern New Mexico over a 3-day period.

 1995 - Southern Mid Atlantic to Northern New England pounded by huge nor’easter. It would be the only significant storm in the 94-95 winter storm season. Over 20 inches of snow buried parts of upscale New York. Wind chills were in the -40 degree range.

 1996 - The temperature in Waterloo IA final went above zero at 3 pm to break an amazing string of 139 hours below zero that started at 7 pm on January 30th. La Crosse WI set its record for longest period of subzero temperatures (144 hours). Baton Rouge LA recorded their all-time record high barometric pressure with a reading of 30.82 inches.

 1996 - -51 at Amasa MI. Tulsa fell to -11, its lowest in 66 years. The mercury plunged to -19 at Muskegon MI to record their all-time record low.

 1997 - Junction TX sets record low for date of 9 degrees. Not unusual, except for the fact they would set their record high on the 22nd with a sizzling 98!
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Saturday, February 5, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1887 - Excited residents go on a snowball-throwing rampage in San Francisco as the city receives its greatest ever snowstorm. Up to 7 inches in western part of city, 3.7 inches officially downtown.

 1887 - Intensely cold temperatures of -5 degrees are blamed for splitting a rail on a bridge over the White River in Hartford CT causing a train derailment. 34 people would die in what would become Vermont's worst ever railroad accident as cars from the train plunged into the icy river.

 1980 - Lake Placid New York is just a little over one week away from hosting the Winter Olympics and there is only 5 inches of snow on the ground!

 1986 - A huge supercell thunderstorm produced 4 tornadoes as it crossed the Houston TX area. It was also accompanied by 80-mph winds and tennis ball size hail, which caused widespread damage. One of the twisters devastated a mobile home park and the David Hooks Airport, causing 2 deaths and 80 injuries.

 1988 - The Gulf Coast receives its first significant snowfall in 15 years. 2 to 4 inches of snow fell across parts of southern Louisiana. More snow would fall three days later across much of the same area.

 1996 - Final day of the Arctic Outbreak of 1996. The temperature at Raleigh NC dropped to 0 for its coldest February reading ever. Lakeland FL recorded 24 degrees. 26 was the morning low in Orlando FL. -23 at Shrewsbuty, MA.

 1998 - One and one-half feet of snow fell at Cincinnati Ohio and Louisville KY. The snowfall was the most snow in Cincinnati since recordkeeping began in 1892. 16.7 inches broke the old record of 15.9 inches at Louisville, which had been set in January 1994.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Sunday, February 6, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1828 - Plum trees blossomed in South Carolina six weeks early as the south was enjoying one of its warmest winters on record. Weather patterns would change however by late March. An inch of ice would form on the St. John's River. Six-Mile Creek in northern Florida would record a temperature of 26 degrees.

 1856 - Lake effect snowfalls are becoming less frequent and produce less snowfall by February, but don't tell the folks in Oswego NY that. 6 feet of lake effect snow fell on this date in 1856.

 1936 - Iowa suffers through its worst blizzard in modern history.

 1967 - Blizzard conditions in New England. 22.5 inches of snow in Warwick NY.

 1975 - Boston records 27 inches of snow in the greatest snowstorm in New England's modern history. Traffic was at a standstill for 5 days. Motorists had to abandon their cars and take shelter with private citizens and in churches. The Boston Globe went undelivered for the first time in 106 years.

 1978 - "Great Blizzard of '78" was the worst winter storm on record in New England. Massive nor'easter buries major cities with 18 inches of snow at New York City, 16 inches at Philadelphia, 14 inches at Baltimore and 25-30 inches of the white stuff in Boston. Official reading of 27.1 inches recorded at Boston to set their all-time single storm snowfall record. Thousands of cars were stranded on area interstates and eventually covered to their windshields in snow. All travel was banned for a week. Some locations in northern Rhode Island recorded 50 inches of snow. Huge waves pounded the coastline. A 14-foot tide battered Portland ME, the highest on record in the city. Intense low pressure (984 Mb) up against a huge 1052 mb high pressure system caused very high winds that gusted as high as 92 mph at Chatham MA. The storm killed 75 people and caused over $500 million in damage.

 1980 - 20 inches of snow falls at Elizabeth City NC as pasts of Virginia and North Carolina are buried by a strong winter storm. Norfolk VA set their record for biggest snowstorm ever with 12.4 inches.

 1987 - Massive flooding in Brownsville Texas is the result of 7 inches of rainfall in just two hours. Flooding in some parts of the city is worse than that during Hurricane Beulah in 1967.

 1989 - 41 cities report record lows for the date as an intensely cold air mass poured into the western half of the country on winds of up to 100 mph. All-time record lows were established at Ely, NV with -30 degrees and Richfield, UT with -33. February records were established at San Francisco CA with 31 degrees and Reno NV with -15 degrees. Other cold readings: -54 at Logan Canyon UT and -51 at Craig CO.
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Welcome to  the Weather Notebook for Monday, February 7, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1812 - The Hard Shock of the New Madrid Earthquake series strikes the area around the small town of New Madrid Missouri. A three-mile long island, Island # 32 was completely sunk! The Mississippi River once again ran backwards. This major shock marked the beginning of the end of New Madrid’s long ordeal, even though aftershocks would continue to be felt for years and the fault is still active.

 1861 - The temperature at Gouverneur NY plunged an incredible 70 degrees in one day from 30 degrees to -40 degrees. The mercury at Hanover NH dropped from 37 degrees at 1 p.m. on the 7th to -32 degrees at 7 a.m. on the 8th. Boston started out a balmy 49 degrees, only to see readings plummet to-14 degrees. The mercury at West Cummingham MA dropped 80 degrees.

 1920 - Great 4-day ice, sleet and snowstorm over New England and southeastern New York came to an end after dumping as much as 15-20 inches of frozen precipitation

 1934 - Cold wave makes it possible to drive from Fire Island to Bay Shore NY.

 1980 - Still waiting on the snow in Lake Placid, just days before the Winter Olympics.

 1988 - Second significant snow in three days across parts of the southern Louisiana. Up to 4 inches fell south of Morgan City.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, February 8, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1835 - Deep freeze in the deep south. Mercury plunged to zero at Savannah and 8 degrees at Jacksonville FL. Severe damage to the citrus industry with orange trees killed to the roots.

 1933 - Texas records its coldest temperature ever (-23F) at Seminole.

 1936 - Denver CO records a record cold 36 degrees below zero.

 1956 - Vega TX picks up an incredible 61 inches of snow from one storm(Feb 1-8) which still stands as the state record for snowfall from a single storm.

 1985 - Blue Canyon CA sets a 24-hour February snowfall record with 42 inches (Feb 7-8). Blue Canyon is the snowiest place in the lower 48 states with an average of 241 inches of snow.

 1987 - Severe winter storm strikes Chicago with mountainous waves along the waterfront. Seven million dollars in damage, the most ever caused by shoreline flooding and erosion in the city's history. Waves reached 12-18 feet high and the water level in Lake Michigan was raised two feet.

 1989 - Mammoth traffic jams in Los Angeles area as a freak snow struck California. Snow was reported from the beaches of Malibu to the desert around Palm Springs.

Your free subscription is supported by today's sponsor:

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Wednesday, February 9, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1741 - Greatest snow of the hard winter of 1740/1741 with 3 feet near Hartford.

 1870 - President Grant signs the measure which creates a federal weather agency. It is later assigned to the U.S. Army Signal Corps.

 1933 - Wyoming's coldest ever ( -63F) at Moran, next to the Teton National Park. West Yellowstone Montana recorded the coldest February U.S. temperature ever until that time with a -66F reading. The record would stand until 1954.

 1934 - Ohio records its coldest temperature ever (-39F). Michigan’s coldest (-51) at Vanderbilt. New York City recorded its coldest reading ever at -15 degrees. -17 in Boston. New York state coldest temperature set at Stillwater Reservoir where it was -52 degrees. New York City dropped to -14. Boston fell to -17.

 1960 - Talk about wacky swings in temperature. On this date in 1960, the mercury soared to 102 degrees in Rio Grande City, Texas. Just 2 days later, there was ten inches of snow in Port Arthur.

 1967 - Atlantic City hit by its second major snowstorm in 3 days. 14 inches fell.

 1969 - A major winter storm pounded the Northeast. Bedford MA recorded 25 inches of snow. 20 inches fell in New York City. Portland ME recorded 22 inches. Drifts would pile up to 20 feet! Known as the "Lindsay Storm” because of the political fallout that resulted for New York Mayor John Lindsay when portions of the city were still not plowed a week after the storm. 800 cars were stranded on New York's Tappan-Zee Bridge. Damages totaled over $10 million.

 1971 - Sixty five people died in this California earthquake. $1 billion in damaged occurred.

 1987 - Cape Cod blasted by its worst blizzard since 1960. 23 inches of snow fell at Chatham MA where winds also gusted to 80 mph. Much of Nantucket Island was without power.

 1994 - Ocean effect and overrunning snowfall caused huge snowfall accumulations over east central Massachusetts.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Thursday, February 10, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1868 - -33 at Muscatine IA would stand as their coldest ever until the record was broken in 1965. Records dated back to 1839.

 1899 - All-time record lows set in Ohio (-39 at Milligan) and in Virginia (-29 at Monterey).

 1921 - Town of Gardner GA devastated by huge F4 tornado that caused an entire section of the small town to virtually disappear. 31 people dies and 100 were hurt.

 1933 - Oregon's coldest ever (-54F)

 1959 - St. Louis MO was hit by massive F4 tornado that killed 21 and injured 345. Over 2000 buildings were damaged or destroyed.

 1973 - A major snowstorm in the Southeastern U.S. Up to 18 inches in Georgia. Two feet fell in parts of South Carolina. Interstates were blocked for days.

 1978 - Serious flooding and mudslides in Southern California as a result of 8 inches of rain. 13 people were killed in Hidden Springs, a mountain resort community, which was inundated by a wall of water. $50 million in damage.

 1981 - Tornado at Bay Minette Alabama strikes middle school. The school’s gymnasium was severely damaged and several students injured.

 1982 - 45th consecutive day of subzero readings in Bismarck SD, tying the previous record which also ended on the same day in 1937.

 1983 - Heavy snow brought much of the East from northeast Georgia to eastern Maine to its knees. Up to 35 inches of snow fell at Glen Gary, West Virginia, 22 inches in New York City. 19 inches fell at Windsor Locks, CT in twelve hours to set a record. Single storm records were set in Pennsylvania at Allentown (25.2 inches) and Philadelphia (21.3 inches).

 1990 - 29 tornadoes reported across the southeast. 245 reports of large hail and damaging winds. 70 people injured in Alabama and Georgia.

 1994 - Major ice storm strikes parts of Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas and Louisiana. Mississippi was hardest hit with up to 6 inches of ice accumulation in some areas. Up to $1.3 billion in timber was destroyed by the storm. 80,000 utility poles were downed and some people were without power for up to a month in Mississippi.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Friday, February 11, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1899 - Temperature plunges to 61 degrees below zero in Montana as one of the greatest cold waves ever begins. Great Blizzard strikes the east coast from Georgia to New Hampshire. Up to 40 inches of snow buries part of Virginia. Raleigh NC picks up 17.7 inches of snow between the 11th-13th. Richmond's 16.3 inches of snow is fourth biggest ever. Milligan OH records state’s coldest ever at -39. Other records included: Columbus OH with-20 degrees tying their coldest ever. The -20 degree reading at Pittsburgh would be their coldest ever. 5 degrees at Philadelphia

 1959 - Sun Valley receives 38 inches in just 24 hours to set the record for Idaho. 182 inches of snow on the ground at Mullen Pass in northern Idaho (ID).

 1983 - "Megalopolitan blockbuster snowstorm." Major snowstorm strikes the Mid Atlantic and southern New England. Up to 25 inches at Allentown, Pennsylvania. 35 inches in parts of the Blue Ridge Mountains of West Virginia at Glen Cary. Windsor Locks CT recorded a record 19 inches in 12 hours. A ship sunk off the Virginia/Maryland coast killed 33. 46 total storm related fatalities. New 24-hour snowfall records were set at Philadelphia PA, Harrisburg PA, Allentown PA and Hartford CT. 5 inches of snow in one hour was recorded at Allentown and Hartford.

 1994 - Northeast suffering under its second big snowstorm in 3 days. Newark NJ picked up 18 inches of snow on top of the foot that had fallen just a few days earlier. 18 inches fell at New Bedford and Hyannis.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Saturday, February 12, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1784 - Ice floes spotted in the Gulf of Mexico after passing from the Mississippi River. Ice actually blocked the river at New Orleans. One of only two times that this has occurred, the other during the Great Arctic Outbreak of 1899.

 1899 - -10 on this date is still coldest temperature ever recorded in Birmingham AL. This record was measured at the old Fountain Heights weather office, not the Birmingham Airport. Unofficial reports indicated that the outlying areas experienced temperatures as cold as -14. Other Alabama reports:

 1899 - Nebraska records its coldest temperature ever (-47F) at Camp Clarke.

 1899 - In Alabama: Bitter cold had engulfed Alabama and Birmingham was getting a four inch snowstorm.

 1899 - Great Atlantic Coast Blizzard continues. Boston 23 inches, greatest depth in recorded history up until 1969.

 1899 - Several states recorded their coldest temperatures ever on this date, including:

 1905 - Several states recorded their coldest temperatures ever on this date, including:

 1935 - An airship crashed in the Pacific Ocean off of Point Sur Lighthouse CA. The ship encountered very strong winds, rising to an altitude of nearly 5,000 feet in just a few minutes and then crashing rapidly into the sea. Amazingly, only two of the 83-crew members aboard were killed.

 1936 - North Dakota records their coldest ever temperature with a reading of -60F at Parshall ND. It is interesting to note that North Dakota recorded their all-time hottest temperatures (7/6) and coldest temperatures in the same year.

 1945 - Two strong tornadoes hit central Alabama... one in Sumter County was a F3 and hit a 41-car train. 39 of the 41 cars derailed as the train crossed the trestle over the Suchanoochee River. The conductor and fireman on the train were killed and many others injured. Later that day, the north side of Montgomery was devastated by a F3 that killed 26 people.

 1958 - Heavy snow and zero visibility are reported in the Gulf of Mexico by a ship 25 miles south of Fort Morgan AL. Tallahassee, Florida received 2.8" of snowfall. 5 inches fell at Vermillion Locks, LA and 2 inches fell at Burrwood LA. Tallahassee FL recorded 3 inches. Jacksonville FL picked up their first measurable snowfall in 59 years with 2 inches.

 1960 - More than a foot of snow in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.

 1988 - Big east coast snowstorm. 26.1 inches fell at Camden NY. 26 inches fell at Chester MA. 24 inches fell at Berlin NH and Rocester VT.

 1989 - Great Arctic Outbreak of 1899 Continues:

 1989 - Snow in Tampa and Daytona Beach? Yes, it really happened on this date as Florida experiences its most widespread snowstorm in history. Two inches falls in Savannah, one of only three times that snowfall in the city required a ruler for measurement. Charleston SC picked up 3.9 inches of the white stuff.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Sunday, February 13, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1885 - Friday the 13th Avalanche at Alta UT. 16 killed. Avalanches cause fatalities among people enjoying recreational activities in the West almost every year. The average avalanche can move up to 100,000 tons of snow.

 1899 - Arctic cold reaches the Gulf of Mexico. 7 degrees in New Orleans and Pensacola. Mobile AL recorded -1. Tallahassee recorded -2 for the state's coldest all time temperature. Brownsville recorded their all time low with 12. Dayton OH recorded its coldest temperature ever with -28. Meanwhile, a powerful blizzard was pounding the east coast. 20 inches of snow fell at Washington DC and 34 inches fell at Cape May NJ. The pressure in the center of the storm was estimated at 966 Mb (28.53 inches), as strong as a major hurricane.

 1899 - Trace of snow at Fort Myers FL was farthest south snow had snow had been recorded in U.S. until 1977.

 1981 - All time high-pressure readings over the east. Asheville NC 30.84, Wilmington 30.99, Washington DC 31.02, Philadelphia 31.05.

 1985 - Great Ohio Valley Snowstorm. Snowplows are abandoned in Ohio as the snow is whipped into huge drifts. Over one foot of snow in eastern Kentucky with drifts as high as 15 feet. Over 2 feet of snow in most of North Carolina.

 1997 - During the morning hours of February 13th, a heavy wet snow blanketed much of Arkansas. The snow was quick hitting (it lasted generally less than 6 hours), and accumulated fast enough to overcome the melting effects of a warm ground. In general, northern and central Arkansas received 3 to 6 inches of snow...with some areas reporting 8 or more inches between Little Rock and Russellville and Heber Springs.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Monday, February 14, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1940 - Valentine's Day Blizzard in southern New England. 10-18 inches of snow/gale winds.

 1949 - 14 inches of snowfalls overnight in Boise ID.

 1978 - A winter storm brought freezing precipitation and high winds to eastern Colorado, knocking out power to thousands of people, some for more than a week. The ice accumulated to a thickness of 5 inches in some locations..

 1985 - Western Michigan experiences one of its heaviest snow packs ever. Several buildings collapsed under the weight of the snow.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, February 15, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1895 - Nine inches of snow at New Orleans? 15 inches of snow at Galveston. 22 inches in Houston TX? 24 inches at Rayne LA? Six inches fell at Brownsville, Texas and Mobile, Alabama. Snow fell at the Mouth of the Mississippi River.

 1936 - North Dakota records its coldest temperature ever (-60) at Parshall. The states record high was also recorded that same year when the mercury rose to 121 degrees at Steele ND.

 1958 - Big east coast storm. 24 killed in Pennsylvania where up to 13 inches of snow fell. 15.5 inches of snow in Baltimore. $500 million damage in DC, MD and VA. 30 inches interior New England. 43 deaths $500 million.

 1982 - A "meteorological bomb" explodes in the Atlantic southeast of Newfoundland. The term is used to describe a storm that rapidly intensifies over the ocean. On this date, the storm in the Atlantic had winds of 100 mph and huge 50-foot seas. The storm sunk at least two major ships, killing over 100 sailors and overturning an oilrig.

 1993 - Heavy snow falls along the Arkansas-Missouri border with up to 24 inches of snow reported at Mountain Home, AR. 10-20 inches of snow was common. 6 inches of snow fell in the time period of one hour 20 minutes at Cape Girardeau MO.
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NO 16 Feb Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday, February 16, 2004.

On this day in ..

1899 - A soggy day in the Nation's Capital. One and a quarter inches of rain fell on top of a snow cover of 30 inches.

1903 - Minnesota records its coldest temperature ever with -59 at Pokegama Dam MN.

1943 - Record cold wave in New England. -46 in VT. Connecticut records its coldest temperature ever (-32F) at Falls Church( or Village). -39F in Portland ME. -43 in Concord NH.

1958 - Northeast hit by one of the greatest snowstorms of all time. Callicoon NY recorded whopping 39 inches of snow. Boston picked up 19.4 inches of snow, a record 24-hour snowfall that would stand until the great storm of 1978. Washington DC picked up 14 inches and Baltimore 15.5 inches. 43 people lost their lives in the storm. Total damage amounted to $500 million.

1986 - Extensive wind damage caused on the island of Hawaii near Hilo by 55 mph winds roaring down the mountainsides. The damage was enhanced by the fact that the area rarely receives any wind over 30 mph and the tropical atmosphere rotted many structures.

1987 - Tremendous ice storm from Kentucky to the Carolinas. 3 inches of ice accumulated in some places. The storm brought the worst icing in 35 years to parts of Kentucky, where some people were without power for three days. Up to 8 inches of sleet accumulated in Person and Granville counties of NC and 5 inches of sleet was measured at Raleigh NC.

1996 - Coastal storm dumps heavy snow on the east coast, shattering many all-time seasonal snowfall records.

===========================================================

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Thursday, February 17, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1748 - 10 degrees in Charleston SC for one of the coldest days on record in the Colonial South.

 1926 - Huge avalanche roars through the Utah town of Bingham. 40 people are killed and 75 buried by the mass of snow and debris.

 1936 - Coldest temperature recorded in South Dakota (-58F) at McIntosh.

 1962 - Asheville NC recorded a temperature of -23 for the coldest reading ever in North Carolina outside of mountains.

 1990 - 67 inches of snow in 2 days at Echo Summit CA in the Sierra Nevada Mountains as the worst winter storm of the 1989-90 season hit the Pacific coast.

 1997 - 6 inches of snow fell around the Chicago area and 7 inches fell in the Catskills of central New York state.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Friday, February 18, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1899 - 80 degrees in San Francisco sets a record for the month of February even as the east was shivering through one of the worst cold waves in history.

 1959 - Five-day storm produces 189 inches of snow in parts of the higher elevations of California to set single storm records for North America.

 1960 - Huge snowstorm strikes the northeast from Maryland to New England with up to 36 inches of snow from the 18th to the 20th. Millions of dollars in damage.

 1972 - Rainier Paradise Ranger Station, WA establishes the U.S. record for most snow in a 12-month period with 1224.5 inches from February 19, 1971 through February 18, 1972.

 1979 - New York's coldest ever (-52F) at Old Forge.

 1979 - Mid Atlantic Snowstorm. Some snowfall totals:

 1980 - Southern California is struck by six major storms from 13th to 21st. 12.75 inches of rain at the LA Civic Center. 30 deaths from floods and mudslides.

 1984 - Major snows across the Midwest. Records for the most snow in 24 hours were set at Grand Island and Norfolk NE. Up to 24 inches was reported at Verdigre NE. 22 inches was reported at Norfolk NE. Roads were left impassable by tremendous drifts caused by winds of up to 40 mph.

 1985 - Alpena MI reported 37 inches of snow on the ground to set a record for the most ever on the ground at one time at that location.

 1997 - A vast mudslide swept off an Andean mountainside onto two remote villages burying up to 300 people. The mountainside in southeastern Peru collapsed before dawn, deluging the villages of Ccocha and Pumaranra with a torrent of mud and rocks. Inhabitants had been evacuated after weekend flooding, but their refuge in a fold of the mountain above the village put them in the path of the mudslide.

 1994 - F4 tornado in Van Wert County OH injured 3 people. The twister was unusually strong so far north for so early in the season.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Saturday, February 19, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1884 - The Enigma Tornado Outbreak strikes the Southern U.S. from Mississippi to Virginia with a total of 60 tornadoes. No one is sure of the death toll (hence the name of the outbreak), but estimates ranged from 182 to 1200. It was the most severe tornado outbreak ever to strike the state of Georgia. Leeds, Alabama and Columbus, Georgia were especially hard hit. Damage totaled $4 million, which was remarkably high since the tornadoes hit rural areas of the south.

 1888 - F4 Tornado at Mount Vernon IL. 16 killed. Path length 62 miles. 300 homes and 50 buildings destroyed.

 1954 - Worst duststorms across Southern Plains since 1930s. Huge dirt drifts. Winds gusted to 85 mph.

 1959 - Mount Shasta Ski Bowl (CA) records 189 inches of snow in a single storm from February 13-19 to establish the U.S. record for most snowfall in a single storm.

 1972 - Huge coastal storm hits mid-Atlantic and northeast. Interior sections were especially hard-hit by heavy snows, including totals such as 23 inches at Williamsport PA and McHenry MD. 20 inches fell at Syracuse NY. Snowdrifts piled up to 20 feet in northeast Pennsylvania. Winds of up to 80 mph and storm surges as high as 4.5 feet affected coastal Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Maine. Damage along the coast was extensive.

 1979 - Famous "President's Day" storm surprised forecasters all along the east coast. Computer models bombed out on forecasting this major snowstorm. 25 inches of snow fell at Dover DE. Baltimore MD picked up whopping 20 inches.

 1980 - Massive flooding and mudslides continue in Southern California. 22.24 inches of rain unofficially in the mountains south of Monterey. 19 deaths, $100 million in damage so far. Another killed in Arizona and $35 million in damage.

 1985 - Salt Lake City: 33 dense fog days reported so far this winter, the worst in 54 years. Winter of 1930-31 saw 42 dense fog days at Salt Lake City.

 1988 - 7.10 inches of rain fell in 24 hours at Tallahassee FL as heavy rains deluged parts of the southeast. Over 5 inches of rain fell at Valdosta GA.

 1993 - Intense snows caused by a "norlun" trough hit parts of Massachusetts. Chatham MA picked up 20 inches of snow. For three hours, the snow fell at a rate of 4 inches per hour.

 1997 - Unseasonably warm air covered much of the East. Temperatures hit record highs in the Northeast, with 56 at Bridgeport, CT; 64 at New York City; and 63 at Newark, NJ. The Midwest also had mild weather, with highs in the 30s and 40s. Rapid snow melt and ice jams caused by the warm weather pushed some rivers out of their banks in Iowa, causing minor lowland flooding of farmland and closing at least one road.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Sunday, February 20, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1885 - After two months of being closed by ice, the Potomac River is reopened.

 1898 - 30 inches of snow at Racine. Biggest snowstorm of record in eastern Wisconsin. Snowdrifts reach 15 feet at Milwaukee.

 1912 - F3 tornado kills 9 and injures 50 as it crosses Shreveport LA. Centenary College was struck, an event that would be repeated in 1940.

 1934 - Connecticut suffers one of its worst blizzards ever, with up to 20 inches of snow, high winds and temperatures that fell from 32 to 5 degrees.

 1953 - Trains are derailed in snowdrifts up to 10 feet across the Great Plains (Nebraska, SD, IA, MN)

 1980 - Mammoth Mountain CA (check state) (southern Sierras) had received 109 inches of snow since Feb 13th.

 1993 - Major storm system across the western and central part of the country. 14 inches of snow in just 6 hours at Sioux City IA. Winds gusting to nearly 100 mph in Colorado and Wyoming. Flagstaff AZ picked up 3.93 inches of rain to set its 24-hour rainfall record. 74 inches of snow fell in a four day period at Sierra Ski Ranch CA where the snow cover totaled an amazing 200 inches. 49 inches of snow fell in 48 hours at Duck Creek UT.

 1994 - In Caribou ME, the mercury soared to 59 degrees to record their warmest winter temperature ever, in spite of a deep snow cover.

 1997 - Heavy rain and thunderstorms soaked Texas and Oklahoma with several inches of rain, causing flooding in some areas. The weather was blamed for four deaths in Texas. Rain fell on most of the state, with up to 5 inches reported in the south-central part. Flooding was reported from Austin, Texas, to south central Oklahoma. The storms were blamed for the deaths of four people in Texas. Three were killed in traffic accidents and one was struck by lightning.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Monday, February 21, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1918 - An amazing warm-up of 83 degrees in just 12 hours at Granville, N.D. caused by a Chinook wind. The temperature soared from an early morning low of -33F to an afternoon temperature of 50F. Chinook winds are caused by the compression of Pacific air descending the Rockies. Compressing the air causes it to heat up resulting in the dramatic temperature rises.

 1922 - Most destructive ice storm in Midwest history blankets everything in a 4 inch coating of ice. $1 million in damage and 1 fatality as a result of the storm.

 1935 - Frequent duststorms in eastern Colorado during the month forced people to stay indoors. Schools were closed. Poor visibility resulted in a train collision near Arriba CO. One person was killed.

 1936 - The temperature finally rose above zero for the first time in six weeks at Langdon ND. Readings never went above freezing during the winter!

 1971 - Massive tornado outbreak in the Delta region of northeastern Louisiana and Mississippi. The first major tornado touched down that day at about 2:50 p.m. in Louisiana and crossed into Mississippi. 46 were killed by this twister, which struck the towns of Dehli and Inverness. 121 people lost their lives that day, including 110 in Mississippi. Three of the tornadoes caused 118 of the deaths. Three of the storms were F4s. 1600 were injured.

 1980 - Mammoth Mountain receives 14 inches of snow in the last 24 hours, bringing total on the ground to 180"!

 1996 - South Texas cities record all time February record highs. Del Rio (103), San Antonio (100), Austin and College Station (99) and Waco (96).

 1997 - Chicago's 2.70 inches of rain between midnight and 10 a.m. seta record for the date. In addition to the rain, recent high temperatures pumped snow melt into the upper Missouri and Mississippi river systems, raising water nearly to the top of the banks of many rivers, streams and creeks in Iowa, Missouri, Illinois and Michigan.

 1997 - Alabama officials reported no serious injuries in from high winds that unroofed many buildings. At Huntsville International Airport, part of the fire station roof slammed into the National Weather Service office about 100 yards away.

 1997 - Many cities in Mississippi set record highs on consecutive dates on the 21st and 22nd. Several monthly record high temperatures set at cities in New York on this date, including 73 in Rochester and 70 in Buffalo.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, February 22, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1773 - Memorable Cold Sabbath. Many frozen going to church.

 1971 - Blizzard in the Plains. 36 inches Buffalo OK. 25 inches Gage, OK. Follett TX 26 inches. 14 inches Amarillo.

 1986 - 12-day siege of heavy rain and snow which caused mudslides and flooding in northern and central California finally comes to an end. $400 million in property damage. 49.6 inches of rain in 12 days at Bucks Lake in the Sierra Nevada Range.

 1996 - More record warmth over the south central portion of the nation. The following cities set all-time February record highs: San Angelo(97 degrees), Wichita Falls TX (93), Oklahoma City (92) and Wichita KS (87).

 1997 - New York City had shirtsleeves weather and a record 69 degrees; Albany, New York, and Newark, New Jersey, set new highs at 68 degrees. Farther north, Concord, New Hampshire, and St. Johnsbury, Vermont, each had record highs of 59 degrees.

 1998 - Major outbreak of tornadoes hits Florida during the overnight hours, killing at least 39 people in the central part of the state. Three major supercell thunderstorms spawned at least 6 deadly twisters.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Wednesday, February 23, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1802 - Huge snowstorm affects New England coast. Snowfall amounts ranged as high as 48 inches south of Boston. 54 inches of snow fell at Epping, NH. Three large ships were wrecked along Cape Cod.

 1936 - Severe Blizzard hits the Sierra Nevada Range, closing Donner Pass. 750 motorists were stranded and seven lives lost.

 1962 - Severe ice storm in Ohio. Up to 1 inch of glaze covers exposed objects.

 1975 - F4 tornado hit the Holiday Inn in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Most of the upper floor of the motel was sheared away and a housekeeper was killed.

 1987 - Five inches of snow in one hour at Philadelphia in big east coast snowstorm. 24 inches of snow at Lancaster PA. Washington DC picked up 15 inches. Some places measured snowfall rates of up to 5 inches per hour. The snows were the result of a rapidly deepening low-pressure system that strengthened from 1004 to 981 millibars in just 12 hours. Forecasters call this rapid intensification "bombogenesis." Widespread power outages resulted from the snowstorm.

 1987 - Parts of Arizona buried under snow by major western storm. 31.2 inches fell at Flagstaff and 35 inches at Williams.
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, February 24, 2004.

On this day in ..

1852 - Susquehanna ice bridge at Havre to Grace MD began to break up. In 40

days, 1378 loaded freight cars were hauled across rails laid on the ice.

1905 - -18 at Valley Head AL would stand as the state's record cold reading

until 1966.

1936 - Brown snow fell in Vermont and New Hampshire as a result of severe

duststorms in the Plains.

1962 - Snow, sleet, freezing rain and severe thunderstorms in southern New

England. $5 million in property damage.

1969 - Great 5 day Snowstorm begins in Boston. from 1:35 am on the 24th to

12:10 p.m. on the 28th, snow was falling much of the time. 26.3 inches at

Logan. 77 inches at Pinkham Notch Base Station in New Hampshire which

brought February total to 130 inches. Feb 27th depth was amazing 164 inches.

Mt. Washington received 172.8 inches of snow in the month.

1992 - International Falls MN set their winter season snowfall (December -

February) for the second winter in a row.

1996 - Today marked the 54th consecutive day in San Antonio TX without

measurable precipitation, their second longest rain-free period. Their last

measurable

precipitation fell on 12/30/95.

1997 - Snow blew through the central Rockies and the Plains, clogging

highway travel. Up to 13 inches of snow fell in the mountains of Colorado

and highways

were snowpacked and icy across the state.

===========================================================

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Friday, February 25, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1914 - South Carolina's observed its largest modern snowfall with 18 inches at Society Hill.

 1977 - Dust blown all the way from the western Great Plains 3-4 days earlier reduced visibilities across the eastern US from Virginia to Florida. Winds of up to 100 mph whipped up the dust across parts of the southwest and southern Plains.

 1987 - 87 inches of snow at Alpine AZ as major storm strikes the Southwest. Los Alamos NM recorded a new seasonal total, breaking the old record of 123.5 inches.

 1989 - 13 cities in Florida observe new record lows. Jacksonville recorded 24 degrees. 3 people were killed. $300 million in Florida crop damage. Meanwhile, in the central U.S. it was a record 80 degrees in Dodge City KS.

 1930 - Spring arrives early in the east:

 1934 - Tornado outbreak in Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. 19 killed in at least 6 tornadoes. Hardest hit was Bowden, GA and Shady Grove, AL. One home in Lauderdale CO MS was picked up, thrown 400 feet and blown to bits. 6 family members were killed in the house.

 1993 - More snowfall records fall in the great snow season of 1992-93. Pocatello ID set their seasonal snowfall record on this date with a total of 85.7 inches. Evansville IN set their new monthly snowfall record. The 12.7 inches of snow in 24 hours at Columbia MO set a new February 24 hour snowfall record for the location.

 1997 - Seven people died and several were injured as severe winter storms swept across Britain. The hardest-hit areas were on the south coast, from Kent to Cornwall. Cross-channel ferry services were severely disrupted by the high winds and roiling seas.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Saturday, February 26, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1910 - Washington State experiencing major snowstorm. 129 inches of snow at Laconia (24th-26th) set a single storm record for the state. By late on the 28th, the snow had changed to rain and the stage was set for a deadly avalanche on March 1.

 1966 - Big Snow in the East:

 1972 - The Buffalo Creek flood killed 125 people in Logan County, West Virginia as two coal slag dams on the Middle Fork burst. 4000 people were left homeless as hundreds of homes were swept away by a 50 foot wall of water. Three days of rain falling atop a six-inch snow cover caused the dam break.. $10 million in damage.

 1990 - Unseasonably cold in the east. -10 at Syracuse was record for the date. Freezing temperatures in southeastern Virginia caused considerable plant and fruit tree damage.
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Friday, February 27, 2004.

On this day in ..

1717 - The Great Snow of 1717. Perhaps the greatest snowstorm in New England History. Actually a series of four snowstorms until March 7 that dumped up to five feet of snow on parts of New England. 95 percent of New England’s deer population was wiped out. The four-day storm dumped three feet of snow on Boston. The city was snowbound for two weeks. Up o six feet of snow was reported north of Boston. Many one-story homes were completely covered by snowdrifts.

1969 - Record snowstorm in Maine comes to an end. 2-4 feet of snow across southern and central Maine. 57 inches at West Forks set a state record. Pinkham Notch NH was buried under 77 inches of snow. Many single story houses were completely covered with drifts. Roofs on many buildings collapsed under the extreme weight of the snowfall. 2-4 feet of snow fell across northeastern Vermont and Northeastern Massachusetts. 97.8 inches of snow fell at Mount Washington (24th-28th), a record for New England. Portland ME set their single storm snowfall record with 26.9 inches. Portsmouth NH set their single storm snowfall record with 33.8 inches.

1984 - Blizzard conditions across Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. 24 inches of snow fell at Vichy MO and Rolla MO. As much as 22 inches of snow fell in southern Illinois. Thundersnow was reported in many areas. Winds gusted up to 50 mph. Many roads were left completely impassable for days by the storm.

1986 - Record warmth continued across the West. All-time February records included 92° at Phoenix, AZ, 94° at Los Angeles, CA on the 24th, and 81° at San Francisco (Mission Delores), CA on the 26th.

1989 - Southeastern storm. 8 inches of snow across north central Tennessee. 14 inches of snow at Mt. Mitchell NC.

1997 - The 70-degree reading at New York's Kennedy Airport set a record for the month of February, surpassing the 68 degrees recorded on February 4,1991. High-temperature records for the date were broken in many cities, including Raleigh, North Carolina, Richmond, Virginia, Atlantic City, New Jersey, Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Rochester, New York.

1997 - 24 hour snowfall records set at Grand Mesa CO (33 inches) and Mount Lemmon AZ (30 inches) on the 27th and 28th. 

NO 28 Feb

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday, February 29, 2004.

On this day in ..

1748 - The heaviest snow of the "Winter of Deep Snow" in New England finally comes to an end. 30 inches of snow on the ground at coastal Salem.

1784 - Most bitter day of the bitter month of February 1784 at New Haven CT.

1964 - Thompson Pass AK finishes the month with 346.1 inches of snow, a monthly snowfall record for the state of Alaska. 

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook for Tuesday, March 1, 2005.

    On this day in ..

 1910 - Most disastrous avalanche in U.S. history occurs at Wellington, Washington. Two snowbound Great Northern trains, including huge steam locomotives and some passenger cars, are swept over a ledge at Stevens Pass. 96 people are killed. The station at Wellington was also swept away.

 1914 - Major winter storm brings high winds and heavy wet snow to New York and New Jersey. The crack passenger train The Congressional Limited was actually lost in the snow. 24 inches of snow fell at Asbury Park NJ. New York City set a record low barometric pressure reading with 28.38 inches.

 1962 - Couderay WI was the cold spot as a major March cold wave gripped the Upper Midwest. Temperatures in many parts of Iowa were as low as 35 degrees below zero.

 1980 - Major winter storm brought blizzard conditions to eastern North Carolina and southeastern Virginia. 25 inches of snow fell at Elizabeth City NC. The 13.7 inches that fell at Norfolk VA was enough to establish a new single season snowfall record with 41.99 inches.

 1983 - Unusually strong tornado, rated as an F2, struck Los Angeles CA during the morning, injuring 30 people. 100 homes were damaged. The twister cut a 3.5 mile path, ending just southwest of the Civic Center.

 1990 - Much of Europe under the gun from a major storm system. The barometer dropped to 939.7 millibars in Finland to set a record for that country. This single storm felled as much timber in Germany as would normally be cut in the country in an entire year.

 1991 - Heavy snows over northern Arizona. 50 inches fell at the Fairfield Snowbowl and Flagstaff picked up whopping 31.5 inches.

 1993 - Dodge City KS broke their all-time snowfall record for a single season when 4.5 inches of the white stuff fell on this date to bring their seasonal total to 58.8 inches. This surpassed the 1911-12 record of 57.5 inches.

 1997 - Tennessee heat. 8 cities in the Volunteer State set record highs including Bristol with 81 degrees.

 1997 - March roared in like a lion across parts of the Ohio and Tennessee River Valleys as thunderstorms and tornadoes killed as many as 30 people across 5 states. Hardest hit was Arkansas, where at least 23 people died in the storms. The downtown section of Arkadelphia AR received very heavy damage. The Little Rock area was also hard-hit. As many as five people were killed by storms in Mississippi, Kentucky, West Virginia and Ohio. All-time 24 hour record rainfall at Louisville KY with 10.48 inches. The unbelievable rains would cause record flooding on the Ohio River and its tributaries.

 1997 - Country's 13th driest March since records began in 1895, in spite of record precipitation in some parts of the country. Go figure!

 1998 - 73 inches of snow from a single storm at Lead SD accompanied by huge drifts and winds of 60-65 mph.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, March 2, 2005.

    On this day in ..

1846 - Great Storm hits Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina.  Tide 5 feet above normal in Norfolk. On Notts, Island NC 50 families and a thousand head of cattle were drowned.

1927 - Greatest modern snowstorm in North Carolina history. Raleigh NC buried under 17.8 inches of snow to set a 24 hour record. Nashville NC picked up whopping 31 inches. Goldsboro and Edenton had 26 inches of the white stuff.

1942 - Cedartown GA buried under 19.3 inches of snow, a record for snowfall in a 24 hour period in Georgia.

1982 - Half of the island of Tonga in the South Pacific is rendered homeless by Tropical Cyclone Issac after winds of 112 mph cause heavy damage.

1983 - An unusual warning to residents of Lake Tahoe CA: they were advised not to go out cross country skiing as they might ski into power lines. The snow depth was an amazing 215 inches. 

1983 - Major coastal storm rips out several hundred feet of the Santa Monica pier.

1985 - Massive winter storm struck the Northern Plains. 33 inches of snow at Summit and Milbank SD. High winds produced massive 20 foot snow drifts. Houses and telephone poles were covered in the deep drifts. Many highways were closed in part of South Dakota and Minnesota.

1990 - 22 ships were trapped by ice in the worst ice jam in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 10 years. The ice was 23 feet thick.

1996 - New York City's Central Park established a new single season snowfall record when 4.6 inches of snow brought the total to 66.3 inches.  This surpassed the old record of 63.2 inches set in 1847-48.
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday, March 3, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1896 - The temperature in downtown San Francisco, California fell to 33 degrees, which was the lowest ever for the city in March.

    * 1942 - Asheville NC picked up 15.8 inches of snow in 24 hours to establish their 24 hour snowfall record.

    * 1947 - Vermont and northwestern Massachusetts had their biggest  snowstorm in this century when Readsboro, in southern Vermont, received 50 inches in 3 days, and Peru, in northwestern Massachusetts, received 47 inches in 3 days.

    * 1966 - An extremely violent F5 tornado ripped through parts of Jackson Mississippi during the late afternoon. 12 people were killed and 100 injured as a shopping center was virtually destroyed. 1000 homes were damaged and 19 killed in Hinds County, mostly in Jackson. Another 6 died in Rankin County, 26 died in rural Scott County and 6 died in Leake County. Total storm related fatalities were 57 with 504 injured. Damage was set at 18 million dollars.

    * 1971 - An extremely intense coastal storm blasted the northeastern US on this day and continued into the 4th. The barometric pressure dropped to 960 millibars (28.36 inches) at Worcester, Massachusetts for the lowest pressure ever recorded at the location. The same record was set at Concord, New Hampshire with a reading of 963 millibars (28.44 inches). Wind gusts 70 to 100 mph lashed eastern New England with major wind damage occurring. Tides ran 4 to 5 feet above normal resulting in extensive coastal

    * 1980 - 30 inches of snow at Cape Hatteras NC. 25 inches at Elizabeth City NC. 32 degrees in Miami.

    * 1983 - 81 this date in Des Moines IA, earliest it has ever reached 80 there. Normal high: 37.

    * 1989 - Massive dust storm lowered visibility to zero along I-10 in Cochise County AZ. Chain reaction accidents involved 25 cars in which 2 motorists were killed.

    * 1983 - Last in series of California storms comes to a close after pounding the coast for two days with waves 15-20 feet high. Up to 18 inches of rain was recorded in the LA and Santa Barbara area. Two tornadoes were reported.

    * 1994 - A major coastal storm was in progress over the mid-Atlantic and the northeast. Winds gusts hit 75 mph at Dover, Delaware. Big snows buried interior sections. Two day snowfall totals 33 inches at Burdett, New York, 30 inches at Frankfort Center, New York, 29 inches at Loganton, Pennsylvania, 26 inches at Jay Peak, Vermont, and 22 inches at Frostburg, Maryland. The 8.7 inches of snow at Allentown, Pennsylvania raised its seasonal snowfall to 69.2 inches for its snowiest winter ever. Boston's 8 inches pushed its seasonal snow to 89.5 inches for its snowiest winter as well.

    * 1997 - Dozens of rivers, saturated with heavy rains, jumped their banks in Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Mississippi and West Virginia. In Louisville, Kentucky, crews were closing all 45 gates in the city's flood wall along the Ohio and were preparing to reinforce them with 120,000 sandbags. Across the river in Indiana, waterfront communities started evacuating.

    * 1991 - A major ice storm coated parts of central and northwestern New York state with up to two inches of ice. Damage was totaled at $375 million. It was the most costly natural disaster ever in the state up until that time. Nearly half a million people were without electricity at the height of the storm and many would not see their power restored until the 16th. 
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday, March 4, 2004.

On this day in .. 

1717 - New England's "Great Snow." Between February 27 and March 7, 4 storms

dumped 36 inches of snow on Boston and as much as 4 feet north of Boston.

Drifts as high as 25 feet were reported near Dorcester MA. Travel was

virtually impossible for nearly three weeks. Sheep were buried alive for 3

weeks. 

1909 - Massive snowstorm during President Taft's Inauguration. Fair weather

had been forecast by the U.S. Weather Bureau, which led to great criticism

of the service. 9.8 inches of snow in the nation's capital. Travel and

communications were 

disrupted. 

1953 - Snow was reported on the island of Oahu in Hawaii. 

1959 - Very heavy snow across Iowa. Accumulations of up to 20 inches and

6-10 foot snow drifts. 

1966 - Minnesota and North Dakota are buried by a blizzard that dumps as

much as 35 inches of snow and lasts over 100 hours. In terms of duration, it

would be remembered as the worst blizzard on record in the region. Winds

gust to 100 mph. Snow drifts of 30-40 feet. Transportation is crippled for

days. 15 people killed. Bismarck ND observed visibility of near zero for 11

consecutive hours in heavy snow and blowing snow. 

1983 - Brownsville TX records high of 100, the earliest that city has ever

hit the century mark. 

1997 - The river front area of Cincinnati OH was under water, as the Ohio

hit 63.33 feet (flood stage is 52 feet). 

1960 - Blizzard blasts northeast and mid-Atlantic states. Scranton PA picked

up 18 inches of snow and Roanoke VA measured 

17 inches. Near-hurricane force winds were felt across eastern sections of

New England. Blue Hill in Milton, Massachusetts totaled 30 inches of snow,

Nantucket, MA was buried under 31 inches, and Boston, Massachusetts recorded

20 inches.  

===========================================================

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Friday, March 5, 2004.

On this day in .. 

1821 - Second outdoor inauguration. President Monroe is sworn in as a mix of rain and snow fell with a temperature of 28 degrees. 

1872 - East in middle of severe cold wave. 6 degrees in Washington DC was the latest it has ever been below 10 degrees. 

1958 - Honolulu recorded 17.41 inches of rain to set the all time 24 hour rainfall record for that city. 

1960 - Eastern Massachusetts begins digging out from its greatest March snowstorm in history. 27.2 inches of snow at Blue Hill Observatory and 16.6 inches at Boston. Winds gusted to 70 mph. 

1995 - La Conchita mudslide. 6 people killed as floodwaters washed out stretch of I-5 in California, closing it for over a week). 27 died, $3 billion in damage. 10,000 homes damaged. 

===========================================================

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, March 8, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1909 - Brinkley AR was directly in the path of an F4 tornado during the evening. 800 buildings and homes were destroyed in the town and several entire families were killed. 49 total fatalities were attributed to the twister along its 15 mile path. Injuries numbered 600. At least 6 other major tornadoes touched down in Arkansas that day, killing an additional 18 people.

    * 1971 - A snowstorm dropped 10 to 20 inches of new snow across Vermont to raise snow depths to record levels. 116 inches was measured on the ground on top of Mount Mansfield, the second highest snow depth ever recorded on the mountain up to the time. The town of Orange measured 88 inches on the ground for a new state low elevation snow depth record.

    * 1972 - Wind gust of 207 mph recorded at Thule AFB in Greenland.

    * 1984 - Thunder Snow reported in the northern suburbs of Washington DC. Seven inches fell, accompanied by high winds, vivid lightning and thunders.

    * 1987 - A record 24 hour temperature fall began at Detroit, Michigan. It started at 1:00 PM EST with a temperature of 74 degrees when a sharp cold front dropped the temperature down to 23 degrees at 1:00 PM EST on the 9th. The total temperature fall for the 24 hour period was 51degrees.

    * 1992 - In the first 8 days of March, Las Vegas, Nevada recorded 1.87 inches of rain. This set a new monthly record for rainfall in March. The previous record was 1.83 inches set in 1973.

    * 1994 - A major snowstorm buried sections of Oklahoma, Missouri, and Arkansas. Ozark Beach, MO recorded 19 inches of snow, while Harrison, Arkansas checked in with 18 inches. Tulsa, Oklahoma had 12.9 of snow, for its greatest single storm snowfall ever.

    * 1996 - Elkins, West Virginia received 2.1 inches of snow on this day to bring its seasonal snowfall to 125.8 inches -- its snowiest winter on record.

    * 1996 - Florida Citrus regions braced for another blast of cold air. A strong cold front swept through the entire state two days before, abruptly ending the summer-like weather the region had been enjoying. Low temperatures across the Panhandle dipped into the teens while Floridians braced for another frost or freeze in the citrus areas.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, March 9, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1911 - Coldest ever in Puerto Rico, 40 degrees at Aibonito.

    * 1922 - Dodge City KS sets its all-time 24 hour snowfall record as 17.5 inches falls.

    * 1936 - Two major rainstorms combine with melting snow to cause severe flooding in New England. $100 million in damage and 24 deaths.

    * 1943 - The temperature at Lac Frontiere, Maine fell to 40 degrees below zero. This is the coldest ever in March in New England.

    * 1956 - Snowpack at Rainier Paradise Ranger Station in Washington measures 367 inches, a record for the state and second deepest in U.S. weather records.

    * 1960 - Winter storms dumps heavy snow from mountains of North Carolina into Kentucky and Virginia. Snowfall amounts ranged as high as 24 inches and drifts piled up to 11 feet in western Virginia. 22 inches at Morristown TN and 18 inches at Bowling Green KY, both state records for snowfall in 24 hours. 10 inches fell in Georgia.

    * 1987 - Temperatures plunged 50 degrees from the previous day's readings across the north central U.S. behind an arctic cold front.  Northeast winds behind the front gusted as high as 60 mph, raising waves to 8-15 feet in Lake Michigan. The battering waves caused significant damage along the shores of southeastern Wisconsin.

    * 1990 - Mount Redoubt in Alaska erupted, sending an ash plume 35,000 feet into the atmosphere.

    * 1992 - Unusual late-winter warmth in Cincinnati OH. For the first 9 days of the month, the mercury averaged 58.7 degrees, which was an astounding 21 degrees above normal for the period. The temperature reached 70 degrees or higher on 5 of the days, the earliest that has ever occurred there.

    * 1996 - Destructive cold temperatures March 9th, across Alabama and Georgia affected fruit crops and most vegetables. Low temperatures over these regions were in the single digits in the north, low teens across central portions and mid to upper teens in the south. These temperatures were cold enough to wipe out any fruit crops that had reached the blooming stage. At 20 degrees even Peaches at the first pink stage of development will have 50% percent losses while at 15 degrees, as much as 90% losses are likely.

    * 1997 - Daily record low of 25 at Houston was 5 degrees below previous record.

    * 1998 - Severe flooding strikes South Alabama after overnight storms dump as much as twelve inches of rain in some locations. The small town of Elba AL suffered severe flooding with the downtown entirely under water after a levee gave way. A similar devastated the tiny town in 1990. At least two people died and over 2000 people had to be evacuated from their homes because of the flooding.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Thursday, March 10, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1884 - A railroad camp at Woodstock, Colorado is buried in an avalanche. 14 are killed.

    * 1912 - The barometer dropped to 29.26 inches in Los Angeles CA to establish the record for lowest reading ever at that location. It is interesting to note that that is a relatively high reading to be a record low.

    * 1922 - Dodge City KS picked up 17.5 inches of snow in 24 hours to set the record for that location.

    * 1962 - Up to 48 inches of snow fell in Iowa on March 10-11.

    * 1960 - Heavy snows in the Southeast. 10 inches in Georgia, 22 inches in Tennessee, 24 inches in Kentucky and 15 inches in Virginia. Many buildings collapsed from the weight of the snow.

    * 1986 - Swarm of 19 tornadoes across parts of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio. 3 of the tornadoes in Indiana reached F3 intensity. A densely populated subdivision of southeast Lexington, Kentucky was heavily damaged by a tornado. 20 people were injured and 900 homes were damaged or demolished. A very strong thunderstorm downburst hit the Cincinnati area. At the Greater Cincinnati airport, windows were blown out of the control tower, injuring the 6 controllers on duty. At Newport, Kentucky, 120 houses were destroyed from winds estimated from 100 to 140 mph.

    * 1988 - Major blizzard across Nebraska and South Dakota. 33 inches of snow fell between the 10th and the 12th at Chadron NE. Drifts were reported as high as 10 feet there. The Fort Meade area of western South Dakota recorded an unbelievable 70 inches of new snow.

    * 1989 - Record heat across the Central and Southwestern United States. 85 at Hanksville UT established a March record for the state. Pueblo, CO also tied their all-time warm March reading with a temperature of 86. The temperature at Hill City KS soared an amazing 59 degrees from a morning low of 30 to an afternoon high of 89!
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, March 11, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1888 - The Great Blizzard of 1888 started off inauspiciously as light rain at New York City.

    * 1911 – 451 inches of snow on the ground at Tamarack CA to set the record for deepest U.S. snow cover.

    * 1923 - Deanburg and Pinson, Tennessee were struck by a tornado rated F5 on the Fujita scale. 20 people were killed and 1/4 of Pinson was obliterated.

    * 1948 - Bitterly cold temperatures in the wake of a major blizzard in the Midwest. Readings of -25 at Oberlin, Healy and Quinter, Kansas set low temperature records for the state in the month of March. Lows of 15 degrees below zero at Dodge City, 11 degrees below zero at Concordia, and 3 degrees below zero at Wichita were records for March at these locations. The low of 3 degrees below zero at Kansas City, Missouri was their latest subzero reading of record.

    * 1959 - Blizzard strikes New York with up to 20 inches of snow. Transportation paralyzed.

    * 1962 - Four feet of snow at Inwood, Iowa as the state is caught in the grips of one of its' worst blizzards in history. 

    * 1988 - Major blizzard across the northern Plains. 69 inches of snow at Lead SD. Wind gusts as high as 63 mph piled snow into depths as high as 30 feet.

    * 1990 - 44 cities record new high temperature records across the east, including Columbia SC and Augusta GA where the mercury topped out at 88 degrees.

    * 1992 - A major winter storm (central pressure 978 millibars or 28.88 inches) struck he northeastern Heavy snow occurred over western Pennsylvania and New York with Bradford, Pennsylvania recording 23 inches, Rochester, New York 21.9 inches, and Buffalo, New York 15 inches. On the warm side of the storm in Vermont, heavy rains combined with snowmelt and ice breakup caused massive ice jams on the Winooski River in Montpelier, resulting in severe flooding. The downtown section was under 5 feet of water with millions of dollars of damage done.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, March 12, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1888 - March can still dump heavy snows on the northeast. Blizzard of '88 paralyzes the entire northeast from Maryland to Maine. Saratoga, NY reported 58 inches of snow. 44.7 inches of snow fell at New Haven CT. Almost 21 inches of snow brought New York City to its knees. Snow drifted as high as 20 feet, to the second stories of many buildings. Winds of up to 70 mph accompanied the snow, creating blizzard conditions. The train system was paralyzed. The icy and wind swept Brooklyn Bridge was closed. Record cold followed the storm. Over 400 people were killed, 200 of them in New York City.

    * 1923 - Chicago records its lowest pressure ever with 28.70 inches. A heavy rain/snow/ice mix affected the area along with gale force winds.  Damage totaled $800,000.

    * 1928 - The St. Frances dam near Santa Paula, California burst before midnight, killing 450 people as a flood tide of 138,00 acres of water rushed down the San Francisquito Canyon.

    * 1954 - Blizzard conditions from Wyoming into South Dakota as an ice storm coated parts of Nebraska and Iowa. Many towns in Iowa was isolated by the thick glaze of ice. Dust whipped by the winds over the Great Plains later turned snow to a brown color over parts of the east.

    * 1967 - Memorable storm across California. High winds closed mountain passes and heavy rains brought flooding. 96 inches of snow fell in 60 hours at Squaw Valley.

    * 1986 - Wind at Paris TN jumped from calm to 65 knots (76 mph) in just one second! Several planes broke away from their tiedowns.

    * 1988 - A violent hail storm struck Kathmandu, Nepal, during a soccer game at the national stadium. About 80 fans, seeking shelter from the storm, were trampled to death as the stadium doors were locked.

    * 1989 - Wichita Falls TX recorded a record high of 95 degrees, which is unusual since just six days earlier they had seen a record low of 8 degrees. 

    * 1990 - Baltimore reaches a sizzling 95 degrees for the hottest temperature in the country. Washington DC also hit 89 in the unusual early season heat wave. After 6 days of record warmth, 2-6 inches of snow fell just 8 days later. Over 90 high temperature records for this date were broken or tied. Many of the records were topped by 15 degrees or more and some of the records broken had been set 100 years ago or more. During this warm spell, the famous cherry blossoms in Washington bloomed around March 15, which was the earliest in history. Though temperatures have been reported as low as -40 F early in the month in the north and 0 F has been observed into central New York and New England late in the month, average temperatures are clearly on the rebound. The temperatures begin to climb rapidly during the latter half of the month. This warming together with the increasing sunshine causes the sap to begin to flow in the maple trees. If the fall rains and winters snows were abundant, a good "crop" of maple syrup can be counted on.

    * 1993 - An incredible blizzard known as "The Storm of the Century” struck the eastern United States from March 12-15, 1993. The storm has been described as the most costly non-tropical storm ever to strike the USA doing an estimated $6 billion in damage. The storm was as strong as a hurricane in terms of winds and low pressure. The pressure dropped to an incredible 28.35 inches mercury or 960 mb when then storm was located over the Chesapeake Bay. Boston recorded a wind gust to 81 mph, the strongest wind they had recorded Hurricane Edna in 1954. In addition, as the storm was intensifying over the Gulf of Mexico, a wind gust to 99 mph was recorded on an offshore oil rig. It dumped incredible amounts of snow from Alabama to New England.  The snow amounts were significant everywhere, but for places like Birmingham, Alabama, the 17 inches recorded during the storm brought the city to a standstill for three days. Mount Leconte NC recorded a whopping 60 inches of snow during the storm. Practically every weather station in West Virginia established a new 24 hour snowfall record during the storm.  Syracuse NY was buried under 43 inches of snow. 270 people were killed during the storm and another 48 lost at sea. The storm also brought a 12 foot storm surge and 15 tornadoes to Florida, where 51 people were killed.  Air travel was brought to a halt as every major airport from Atlanta north was closed during the height of the storm. During the late evening into the early morning hours of the 13th, a vicious squall line swept through Florida and spawned 11 tornadoes resulting in 5 fatalities. Thunderstorm winds gusted to 110 mph at Alligator Point and 109 mph at Dry Tortugas. Extremely high tides occurred along the western Florida coast. A 13 foot storm surge occurred in Taylor County, Florida, resulting in 10 deaths with 57 residences destroyed. A 5 to 8 foot storm surge moved ashore in Dixie County. Over 500 homes were destroyed with major damage to another 700 structures.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, March 13, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1924 - A heavy, wet snow fell across north and central Alabama causing quite a bit of damage. 6.5 inches fell at Birmingham and 1.4 inches fell at Montgomery.

    * 1936 - Serious flooding at Wilkes-Barre PA caused by the melting of winter ice.

    * 1951 - Another record snowstorm for Iowa. 27 inches at Iowa City, which was a single storm record.

    * 1953 - An F4 tornado cut an 18 mile path through Haskell and Knox counties in Texas. 17 people were killed and a 8 block area of Knox City was leveled.

    * 1977 - An inch of rain in eight minutes at Baltimore MD.

    * 1989 - Extremely rare view of the Northern Lights across the southern United States.

    * 1990 - 59 tornadoes across the central U.S. 26 strong or violent tornadoes. Some of the storms in Nebraska, Kansas and Iowa were among the strongest ever recorded for so early in the season. Hesston, KS was struck by probably the most powerful tornado of the day, an F5 storm that cut a 48 mile path from Preety Prairie to just NE of Hesston. The tornado dissipated, but a second tornado quickly formed from the same storm. A personal check from carried from Manhattan KS some 115 miles to northeast of Blaine. 1 young boy was killed in this twister and the chimney from his house fell on he and his family as they took shelter in their basement. Another family of tornadoes cut a path 124 miles long across Nebraska. In York County NE, 12 farms were hit and 10,000 geese were killed. This outbreak produced the strongest tornadoes on record for so early in the season so far northwest in the United States.

    * 1993 - The "Great Blizzard of '93" clobbered the eastern US on this day and produced perhaps the largest swath of heavy snow ever recorded.  Heavy snow was driven to the Gulf Coast with 3 inches falling at Mobile, Alabama and up to 5 inches reported in the Florida panhandle, the greatest single snowfall in the state's history. 13 inches blanketed Birmingham, Alabama to set not only a new 24 hour snowfall record for any month, but also set a record for maximum snow depth, maximum snow for a single storm, and maximum snow for a single month. Tremendous snowfall amounts occurred in the Appalachians. Mount Leconte in Tennessee recorded an incredible 60 inches. Mount Mitchell in North Carolina was not far behind with 50 inches.  Practically every official weather station in West Virginia set a new 24 hour record snowfall. Further to the north, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania measured 25 inches, Albany, New York checked in with 27 inches, and Syracuse, New York was buried under 43 inches. The major population corridor from Washington, DC to Boston, Massachusetts was not spared this time as all the big cities got about a foot of snow before a changeover to rain. A rather large amount of thunderstorm activity accompanied the heavy snow.  Winds to hurricane force in gusts were widespread. Boston recorded a gust to 81 mph, the highest wind gust at the location since hurricane Edna in 1954.  Numerous cities in the south and mid Atlantic states recorded their lowest barometric pressure ever as the storm bottomed out at 960 millibars (28.35 inches) over Chesapeake Bay. 208 people were killed by the storm and total damage was estimated at 6 billion dollars -- the costliest extratropical storm in history.

    * 1997 - All time 24 record snowfalls in Alpena MI (19.3 inches) and Marquette (28.0 inches). Snowfall at Alpena brought their seasonal amount to 176.1 inches, also a record.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, March 14, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1803 - 15-20 inches of snow at Philadelphia.

    * 1870 - The term "blizzard" is coined by a newspaper in Iowa as a major snowstorm strikes Iowa and Minnesota. The "new" word appeared in the "Esterville (Iowa) Vindicator".

    * 1933 - A strong (F3) tornado cut through the center of Nashville, TN.  1400 homes were damaged or destroyed. 11 people were killed and total damage was 1.5 million dollars.

    * 1960 - Georgia continues to reel under a series of snowstorms.  Gainesville GA recorded 17 inches during the month and at least one inch of snow was on the ground for 22 days during the month. Hartwell GA saw snow on roofs from the 2nd to the 29th.

    * 1984 - A coastal storm dumped very heavy snow over northern New England. Caribou, Maine received 28.6 inches of snow in 24 hours, by far its greatest 24 hour snowfall on record. 36 inches of snow fell at Telos Lake, Maine. Some sections of Vermont recorded 30 inches and up to 26 inches fell in portions of New Hampshire.

    * 1985 - Spokane WA sets the record for longest duration of snow cover at 107 straight days of at least 1 inches of snow cover.

    * 1987 - Tornadoes hit a turkey farm near Corning CA.

    * 1990 - Fourth consecutive day of record warmth in the east. 283 record high temperatures were established between the 11th and 15th.

    * 1993 - Storm of the Century roars up the East Coast. Record low temperatures left in its wake from Texas to Florida to the Great Lakes. record cold followed in the wake of the "Blizzard of '93" over the eastern US with 57 daily record low temperatures broken. Birmingham, Alabama plunged to 2 degrees, by far breaking its previous march record low of 11 degrees.  Orlando, Florida recorded 33 degrees to smash its old daily record low by 9 degrees. It was also the coldest temperature ever recorded for so late in the season.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, March 15, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1935 - Amarillo's worst dust storm on record.

    * 1941 - Many people were enjoying a Saturday night out on the town when one of the greatest blizzards in American history struck the northern plains. Hurricane force winds were clocked during the storm over a wide area, with Grand Forks, North Dakota observing a wind of 85 mph. 39 people died in North Dakota alone with another 32 perishing in Minnesota. Snow drifted to 12 feet in some places in north-central Minnesota.

    * 1952 - 73.62 inches of rain in 24 hours at Cilaos, LaReunion, South Indian Ocean to set world record.

    * 1988 - One hundred consecutive hours of snow come to an end at Marquette MI, leaving city under a 43 inch blanket of snow. Marquette is the snowiest city in the eastern United States. Unseasonably cold weather prevailed in the southeastern US. 41 cities reported new record low temperatures for the date.

    * 1990 - In our nation's capitol, the cherry blossoms appear as a sure sign of spring. The colors typically peak late in the month but, the peak color has occurred as early as March 15th (during the warm spell in 1990).

    * 1992 - Intense snow squalls that began back on the 12th finally came to an end over Oswego and Onondaga counties in central New York. Palermo was buried under an incredible 85 inches of snow over the 4 day period. Parish checked in with 60 inches and Fulton recorded 51 inches. Syracuse recorded 7.7 inches of "normal" snow from the big storm back on the 11-12th, but this was peanuts compared to the 24 inches the squalls deposited on the city.

    * 1993 - New Orleans, Louisiana dropped to 31 degrees to break its old record by 9 degrees. Fort Myers, Florida shivered at 39 degrees. More results of the Storm of the Century.

    * 1994 - .9 inches of snow on this day brought the seasonal snowfall total at Binghamton, New York to 123.2 inches -- the city's snowiest winter ever.

    * 1984 - Severe thunderstorms in Arkansas produced 2 violent (F4) tornadoes. The first tornado tracked 48 miles through Van Buren, Cleburne, and Independence counties. 2 people were killed and 13 were injured. 63 homes and 22 mobile homes were destroyed. The tornado lifted the highway 16 bridge and threw it into Greers Ferry Lake. The bridge was 1/4 mile long and had a large steel superstructure. The second tornado tore through Jackson and Poinsett counties with 5 people killed and 12 injured.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, March 16, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1843 - Great Snowstorm from Gulf of Mexico to Maine. 8 inches in Little Rock. 10 inches in Memphis and Washington. 12 inches in Baltimore, New York City and Philadelphia. Shelbyville, Tennessee received 21 inches. 

    * 1870 - 24 trains between Springfield and Albany blocked by big snowstorm.

    * 1942 - A widespread outbreak of tornadoes occurred across Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana. 25 tornadoes were of F2 intensity or greater. 75 fatalities occurred in Mississippi. Baldwyn, Mississippi was hit by 2 tornadoes (one F4 and the other F3) only 35minutes apart. A violent (F5) tornado tore through Peoria and Marshall counties in Illinois, killing 7 and injuring 70. 

19860316 ???

    * 1987 - Softball size hail bombards Del Rio Texas. Millions of dollars in damage to automobiles and 3 people were injured when hail crashes through shopping center skylight.

    * 1990 - 7.75 inches of rain in Montgomery AL.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Thursday, March 17, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1892 - Heaviest snowstorm on record at Memphis TN. 18 inches fell between 2:40 p.m. on the 16th and 9am on the 17th. Riddleton TN received 26.3 inches.

    * 1906 - The temperature at Snake River, Wyoming dipped to 50 degrees below zero -- a record for the US for the month of March.

    * 1945 - Early heat wave in the East. 92 in Raleigh NC, 90 at Sussex and Hammonton NJ.

    * 1952 - A: The ban on using the word "tornado" was actually issued in 1886 and ended in 1952. In the 1880s John P. Finley of the U.S. Army Signal Corps, which then handled weather forecasting for the USA, developed generalized forecasts on which days tornadoes were most likely. But in 1886 the Army ended Finley's program and banned the word "tornado" from forecasts because "the harm done by a (tornado) prediction would eventually be greater than that which results form the tornado itself." The thinking was that people would be trampled in the panic if they heard a tornado was possible. The ban stayed in place after the Weather Bureau, now the National Weather Service, took over forecasting from the Army. A tornado that wrecked 52 large aircraft at Tinker Air Force Base, Okla., on March 20, 1948, spurred Air Force meteorologists to begin working on ways to forecast twisters. The Weather Bureau also began looking for ways to improve tornado forecasts and established the Severe Local Storm Warning Center, which is now the Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Okla. The ban on the word "tornado" fell on March 17, 1952 when the new center issued its first "tornado watch."

    * 1956 - St. Patrick's Day Snowstorm. Some places near Boston MA pick up 20 inches. Nearby Blue Hill observatory recorded 12.6 inches.

    * 1970 - Chicago's greatest snowstorm for so late in season - 14 inches.

    * 1985 - A strong (F3) tornado tore through Venice, Florida during the early morning hours. 55 homes were destroyed and 220 were damaged. 2 people were killed and 45 were injured.

    * 1990 - Torrential rains cause catastrophic flooding across the southeastern U.S. 22 people died, including 13 in Alabama. 16 inches of rain reported across southern Alabama. Mobile 10.63 inches in 24 hours. Elba AL flooded with more 6-12 feet of water, which caused $25 million in damage.  Alabama flood damage totaled $100 million. 26 Alabama counties declared disaster areas. Columbus GA picks up 7.22 inches of rain to set their all time 24 hour record.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, March 18, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1836 - Ice finally breaks on the Delaware River and 70 ships sail northward in an impressive display.

    * 1899 - A tornado, rated F4, killed 12 people and injured 30 on a 17 mile track through Calhoun and Cleburne counties in Alabama.

    * 1914 - San Francisco, California reached its highest temperature ever recorded in March. The mercury rose to 86 degrees.

    * 1925 - The infamous Tri-State Tornado races 219 miles across three states (Missouri, Illinois and Indiana) to become the deadliest single tornado in U.S. history, leaving 689 people dead. 234 died at Murphrysboro IL (most tornado fatalities ever at a single city) at 148 at West Frankfort IL. 200 people were seriously injured. In some places the storm's path was one mile wide. 16 students in a school at West Frankfort were left unharmed by the twister even though the building was leveled and the children were blown 150 yards. Easily an F5 tornado. Forward speed of twister was 73 mph at one point.

    * 1936 - Second heavy rainfall of month produces New England's greatest flooding.

    * 1952 - 151.73 inches of rain fell at Cilaos, Reunion Island over a five day period to set the world rainfall record.

    * 1971 - High winds accompanied a powerful low pressure system tracking from the Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes.Hays KS records a wind gust to 115 mph and Hastings NE records 100 mph. $2 million damage in Kansas.

    * 1971 - Forest fire burns 50,000 acres in Oklahoma.

    * 1987 - Inman NE flooded by waters from the Elkhorn River after as much as six inches of rain fell in the eastern part of the state.

    * 1990 - Flooding in the southeast continues, with Georgia rivers and streams overflowing. $2.5 million in damage around Columbus. Up to nine inches of rain reported over the northern Kinchafoonee River Basin in Georgia.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, March 19, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1924 - Oklahoma snowstorm dumps over 11 inches of snow in Tulsa and Oklahoma City.

    * 1935 - Terrible dust storms in southeastern Colorado from 12th-25th. Up to 6 feet of dust eventually covered the ground. Many livestock were suffocated. 6 people were killed. Schools were closed across the area.

    * 1948 - An F4 tornado moved through Fosterburg, Bunker Hill, and Gillespie, Illinois, killing 33 people and injuring 449. 2000 buildings in Bunker Hill were damaged or destroyed. Total damage was 3.6 million dollars.

    * 1956 - Boston endures its second major snowstorm in three days with 19.5 inches at Blue Hill Observatory. 20 inches fell at Putnam, Connecticut and Boston, Massachusetts recorded 13 inches. Traffic was paralyzed. This storm made a contribution to the snowiest march ever in southern New England (until 1993).

    * 1958 - An extremely heavy, wet snow fell from Virginia to New England. Totals ranged as high as 17-30 inches. 49 people died in storm related fatalities. 800 people were trapped in restaurant along Pennsylvania Turnpike near Morganton. 38 inches fell at Morganton in 24 hours and 50 inches total in 3 days, which was a Pennsylvania state record.

    * 1964 - 39 inches of snow fell at Cape Whittle Quebec, the greatest one day snow total in Quebec province.

    * 1984 - 10-20 inches of snow fell from a major blizzard across parts of Kansas and Nebraska on the 18th and 19th. Parts of northeastern Kansas were affected by a severe ice storm. Ice accumulations to 1 inch thick were common. A 1400 foot radio tower in Topeka KS was toppled by an ice accumulation 3 inches thick. It would be one of Kansas' worst ever ice storms.

    * 1986 - Wind gust recorded to 153 mph in Scotland's Cairngorm Mountains, the highest ever recorded in the United Kingdom.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, March 20, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1924 - A late season winter storm in Oklahoma produced nearly a foot of snow at Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

    * 1948 -

    * 1948 - An F3 tornado tracked through Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City just before 10 p.m. destroying 52 aircraft. More than 10 million dollars damage was done making this the costliest tornado on record up to the time in Oklahoma. Major EG Fawbush and Robert C Miller ordered forecasters to see if a tornado forecast for the next day was possible. On March 25 at 6pm, a forecasted tornado would occur, crossing the prepared base and damage was minimized.

    * 1958 - A coastal storm dumped heavy, wet snow fell in southeastern Pennsylvania and Maryland. 38 inches fell at Morgantown in 24 hours with 50 inches in 3 days which is a Pennsylvania State record. Mt. Airy, Maryland was buried under 33 inches while Allentown, Pennsylvania checked in with 20 inches.

    * 1984 - Major winter storm winds down over the central plains. Up to 20 inches of snow fell across parts of Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas. A thick coat of ice coated the landscape from eastern Kansas, across northwestern Missouri and parts of Iowa.

    * 1990 - Up to 30 inches of snow in the Green Mountains of Vermont.

    * 1997 - Record heat in the West. San Diego CA set a new record for the date with a temperature of 88, breaking the old record of 84, set in 1931. It was their second day in a row of record high temperatures. Los Angeles CA set a new record high for the third day in a row with a noon time reading of 91. Other record highs included 78 in Rapid City SD.

    * 1997 - Flooding in the Northwest from heavy rains and melting snows caused 36 mudslides in 24 hours in the Seattle WA area destroying four homes, less than 3 months after severe flooding hit the same area. Rain was especially heavy along the Washington coast, with almost 21 inches in four days at the Wynoochee River measuring station near Aberdeen.

    * 1998 - No watch and no warning were in effect when a tornado struck the area around Gainesville GA during the early morning hours. Two schools and dozens of homes were in the path of the fast moving twister that killed 14 people. Two other people were killed in the late afternoon in Stoneville NC as a tornado heavily damaged the business district of the town of 3,000 people.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1801 - Jefferson Flood hits the Connecticut Valley. The flooding was the greatest since 1692. The Federalists named the flood for the new President, who they blamed for the disaster.

    * 1868 - The winter of 1868 set major snowfall records that would not be equaled for over a century. New York City locations reported 80-89 inches during the winter, Boston 83 inches, Middletown CT 96 inches. On the 21st, one of the major snowstorms in Mid Atlantic history dumped 15-20 inches of snow in Philadelphia, 32 inches in 16 hours on Georgetown DE, and an average 30 inch snow in New York City. This snowstorm would rank as the third largest snowstorm since 1843.

    * 1932 - A major outbreak of tornadoes from Mississippi eastward to South Carolina and northward to Indiana. Nearly all the deaths occurred in Alabama making this the worst tornado day in the state's history. 31 twisters touched down across Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Tennessee. 36 tornadoes were rated F2 or greater on the Fujita scale with 10 violent (F4) tornadoes. A total of 268 people were killed and over 2100 were injured.

    * 1936 - The Connecticut River at Hartford reaches its highest stage ever (37 feet above flood stage) during the Great New England Flood of 1936.  The river had never reached 30 feet.

    * 1952 - Killer tornadoes ravaged Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, and Mississippi. 17 tornadoes were rated F2 or greater in intensity with 7 of those rated F4. The outbreak was the worst in Arkansas history. 31 tornadoes reported in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri and Kentucky. 13 tornadoes were reported in both Tennessee and Arkansas.  Judsonia and Bald Knob, Arkansas were hit by one of these F4 tornadoes. The only building left standing at Judsonia was a church, the rest of the town devastated by a one and one half mile wide twister. 50 people were killed and 325 were injured. Damage was set at $3.5 million. Another F4 tornado tore up Bolivar and Henderson, Tennessee with 38 killed and 157 injured. A total of 202 people were killed and 1226 were injured in this outbreak. 3500 homes were destroyed.

    * 1968 - It rained for 36 straight hours in Memphis, Tennessee, before the rain changed to snow and accumulated to 16.1 inches before ending 20 hours later.

    * 1990 - A cold start to spring on the first official day of the new season in the east. Freezing temperatures destroyed over 60 percent of the peach crop in upstate South Carolina and nearly thee fourths of the peach crop in the ridge area of South Carolina. Elkins WV was the coldest location in the nation with 16 degrees, unusual since they had recorded a record high of 82 degrees just a week earlier.

    * 1992 - Intense snow squalls associated with a stalled cold front and a "norlun" instability trough buried Kennebunkport, Maine under 14 inches of snow in only 4 hours. Goose Rocks Beach reported an amazing two feet in the same time period. Portland, Maine recorded 4 inches of snow in just one hour with a total of 11.4 inches. Nearly 6 inches of snow fell in one hour in the Beverly, Massachusetts area, resulting in a 27 car pile up on route 128 and the closing down of the route for 1.5 hours.

    * 1997 - 93 at Hobart OK and 86 at Harrison AR set records for the date.
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Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday, March 22, 2004.

On this day in .. 

1872 - For 161st consecutive day, the temperature was below freezing at Muscatine IA. 

1872 - Heavy snows in Dixie. 10 inches fell in Oconee County in western South Carolina. 

1897 - Arlington Academy in Arlington GA was struck by an F2 tornado at 8:30 in the morning as students and two teachers watched out the window. The tornado was upon them before they realized the danger they were in. At least 8 people at the school were killed. Rescuers worked for hours in a driving rain to free the injured. 

1920 - Northern Lights visible as far south as Bradenton, FL El Paso TX and Fresno CA. So bright at Detroit that it blocked out light of many stars. 

1936 - Major flooding in the east. Floods were at their crest on rivers from Maine to Ohio. New Hampshire is hard hit with factories and industries destroyed and hundreds left homeless. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania reached 6.1 feet, Harrisburg hit 3.5 feet, and Hartford hit 8.6 feet, a depth greater than ever before. 107 lives were lost and damage was placed at $270 million.

1954 - Chicago River overflowed its banks after 6-10 inches of rain fell. 

1957 - The western Plains was reeling from a major snowstorm which dumped as much as 20 inches of snow in western Kansas. Drifts reached 30 feet. Snow would still be evident on April 15 from this storm. Tens of thousands of livestock died, some suffocating after being caked in snow and mud. 

1968 - Dayton OH picks up 11.3 inches of snow which would stand as greatest 24 hour snowfall on record until blizzard of '78. 

1977 - A blockbuster coastal storm lashed New York and New England. Norfolk, Connecticut was buried under 33 inches of snow. 24 inches was reported at Pittsfield, Massachusetts and 18 inches piled up at Gardner, Massachusetts.  Snow amounts exceeded 30 inches in the Catskills in southeastern New York. 3 to 5 inches of rain deluged south coastal New England and wind gusts reached 60 to 90 mph. A 450 foot 

1997 - Stargazers had their best nighttime view of the Hale-Bopp comet. The comet made its closest pass to the Earth on this date...123 million miles away. With an icy core up to 25 miles in diameter, Hale-Bopp is trailing dust and gas tens of millions of miles across space as it dives into the melting warmth of the sun. Astronomers estimate it's nearly ten times the size of the typical comet and four times that of the famous Halley's Comet, which thrilled starwatchers in 1986. The last comet this hefty to pass close to Earth was the Great Comet of 1811. The last time Hale-Bopp was visible was over four thousand years ago. 

1997 - Louisiana residents near the flooded Mississippi River met with unwelcome visitors: snakes and alligators displaced by the river. New Orleans officials warned joggers and other visitors to the recreation area along Lake Ponchartrain to watch out for the slithering reptiles. The river, at its highest level since the 1927 flooding, sent residents to shelters and completely surrounded the state prison at Angola, where prisoners labored to shore up the last remaining levee with sandbags. 

1997 - Heavy snow fell across parts of New England. 8 inches of snow fell at Danforth, Maine, with 4 inches at Grand Falls, Maine.  

===========================================================

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, March 23, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1765 - A major snowstorm struck the eastern Seaboard from Massachusetts inland to Pennsylvania. Reports showed as much as 2 1/2 feet of snow fell in some locations.

    * 1899 - Whopping 141 inches of snow fell at Ruby CO between the 23rd and 30th to establish the state record for greatest snowfall from a single storm.

    * 1912 - Olathe KS picks up 37 inches of snow on the 23rd and 24th to establish the state's record for greatest snowfall from single storm.

    * 1913 - Easter Sunday tornado kills 94 in Omaha. Late afternoon twister cut a five mile path across the city. 600 homes were destroyed.

    * 1913 - Massive flooding occurred on the Ohio River and its tributaries as rains of 10 inches and more fell across a wide area of the Ohio River basin. 467 people were killed in the massive flooding. 75,000 homeless.

    * 1916 - Pocatello ID establishes 24 hours snowfall record with 14.6 inches.

    * 1957 - Western Blizzard dumps 20 inches of snow and blows it into drifts 30 feet high. Thousands of head of cattle perished in the cold.

    * 1987 - Blizzard across central and southern plains. 21 inches of snow at Pampa TX. Winds gusted to 78 mph at Dodge City KS and Altus OK. 46 counties in Kansas were declared a disaster area. Recognized as worst blizzard in 30 years in Kansas.

    * 1987 - Avalanche in British Columbia killed 7 skiers. They were buried under 13 feet of snow and drug one half mile.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1843 - Huge storm dumps heavy snow from the Gulf of Mexico to Maine. Natchez MS recorded 3 inches. 15 inches fell in eastern Tennessee. Parts of Maine recorded 204 inches during the season.

    * 1901 - As many as 20 or more people are killed by an F3 tornado that moved across parts of Birmingham, Alabama. The twister cut a 15 mile path from the south side of the city across to Avondale and then to Irondale.

    * 1909 - Winds gusted to 87 mph at Blue Hill Observatory in Massachusetts.

    * 1934 - Amarillo Texas receives nearly 21 inches of snow in 24 hours. The snow never got any deeper than 4.5 inches as most of it melted as it fell.

    * 1948 - For the second time in less than a week, Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City was struck by a tornado rated F3 on the Fujita scale. This time 35 aircraft were destroyed and damage totaled 6 million dollars. The first tornado back on the 20th hit without warning but this second tornado was predicted by Major Ernest J. Fawbush and Air Force Captain Robert C. Miller of the United States Air Force and their accurate tornado forecast ushered in the modern era of severe weather forecasting. This first tornado forecast was instrumental in advancing the nation's commitment to protecting the

    * 1992 - Severe thunderstorms moving through Lake, Orange, and Seminole counties in Florida dropped hailstones up to 4 inches in diameter and resulted in what is called "the most economically destructive force ever to hit the Orlando area" -- worse even than Hurricane Donna which struck Florida in 1960. Damage totaled $60 million making this the costliest hailstorm ever in Florida, exceeding the damage done by another hailstorm which occurred only 19 days earlier on March 6th. The nursery industry in southern Lake county and western Orange county was virtually shut down by the hailstorm. Literally millions of glass panes were broken. Hail up to baseball size hit the University of Central Florida. The largest official hailstone recorded was 3.00" at the UCF -the second largest Florida hailstone on record, but residents reported larger hail that melted. While it will remain debatable whether the

    * 1993 - A severe thunderstorm produced hailstones up to 2 inches in diameter across the west, north, and northeast sections of Austin, Texas resulting in the worst and costliest hailstorm in the city's history. An estimated 75 million dollars in damage was done to cars, roofs, skylights, greenhouses, and vegetation. 60 people were injured by the hail as they scrambled to protect the vehicles and other valuables.

    * 1995 - The first of three big hailstorms of the spring struck the Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas area. A severe thunderstorm moved across Dallas County, dumping hailstones up to 3 inches in diameter. Total damage reached $80 million.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1884 - Two steamers crushed by ice during the breakup of a major ice jam in Bismarck ND.

    * 1891 - Varied weather can still happen in late March, as evidenced by the foot of snow that fell in Washington DC on this date in 1891. Up to five inches has fallen as late as March 30-31 in the nation's capital.

    * 1913 - Extreme flood on Miami River at Dayton. River crests 8 feet higher than previous record crest. 467 people were killed on March 23rd. Ten inches of rain over a wide area. $147 million in damage. Caused by warm weather and heavy rains. Second most deadly flood in nation's history.

    * 1930 - 19.2 inches of snow in 2 days at Chicago. Record stood until January 1967.

    * 1950 - Dumont, South Dakota, set the state's snowfall records for 24 hours (38 inches) and a single storm (60 inches) between the 26th and 28th.

    * 1954 - The temperature at Allakaket, Alaska, dropped to 69 degrees below zero. This set a record for the lowest temperature ever for March in the United States.

    * 1971 - Record breaking snow and ice storm over portions of north Georgia. Worst since 1935. Millions of eggs lost at chicken farms because of massive power failures. Two people killed when tree fell on their car.

    * 1983 - A heavy snowstorm struck from eastern Nebraska to southwestern Minnesota. A general 10 to 20 inches of snow fell. Lyons, Nebraska recorded 24 inches. The 13.3 inches that fell at Omaha, Nebraska set a new record for the heaviest spring snowfall on record.

    * 1988 - 20 cities in the southwest reported record high temperatures for the date. Afternoon highs of 73 degrees at Flagstaff, Arizona, 90 degrees at Sacramento, California, 95 at Santa Maria, California, 95 degrees at Los Angeles, California, 99 at Tucson, Arizona, and 100 at Phoenix, Arizona were records for March. The 100 at Phoenix was the earliest ever in the season.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1920 - Major outbreak of tornadoes from Alabama and Georgia to Michigan. Tornado in Chicago kills 20. Worst in city's history. 50 killed in Alabama and Georgia. West Point GA hardest hit. 20 people were killed and 300 were injured as an F4 tornado ripped through Will and Cook counties in Illinois. Total damage was 2 million dollars.

    * 1921 - Cold front caused temperatures to plummet 20 degrees in 20 minutes in the Garden State of New Jersey. Temperatures as dramatic as 55 degrees in 18 hours also observed.

    * 1942 - 22 inches of snow in Baltimore MD.

    * 1945 - Record heat wave in East. 90 degree temperatures observed in parts of Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Maryland and Pennsylvania.

    * 1955 - Marianna FL picks up one inch of snow for latest measurable snow in the Sunshine State. Ground was whitened in Panama City FL.

    * 1980 - Although springtime was starting in the Rocky Mountains, the snow just kept on coming! One foot or more of snow fell over portions of eastern Colorado, southwest Nebraska, northwest Kansas and southeastern Wyoming. Winds reached 40 mph and Valentine, Nebraska received 13 inches of snow. North Platte, Nebraska checked in with 15 inches.

    * 1984 - A swarm of 36 tornadoes strikes South and North Carolina during the afternoon and evening hours, killing 57 people, injuring 1250 and doing $200 million in damage. Many of the fatalities were in mobile homes. One tornado near Tatum, SC, an F4 on the Fujita scale, was 2.5 miles wide at one point. This outbreak was the worst in the area in 60 years.

    * 1987 - The second blizzard in less than a week was in progress across the central plains. 16 inches of snow was recorded at Blue Hill, Nebraska and 14 inches piled up at Omaha, Nebraska. 12 to 18 inches of snow was common across northwestern Kansas. Winds gusting up to 70 mph whipped drifts 20 to 30 feet high in some places. The storm took a great toll on cattle as well.

    * 1988 - Severe thunderstorms unloaded hail up to 4 inches in diameter in the Oklahoma City area. 1500 new cars at a General Motors plant were totaled. Several large aircraft were heavily damaged at Tinker Air Force Base. Damage in Oklahoma County alone totaled 35 million

    * 1992 - 1.6 inches of snow fell on this date at Syracuse, New York.  This brought the seasonal snowfall total to 162.8 inches, which set a new all-time seasonal snowfall record for the location. The old seasonal record was 162.0 inches set back in the winter of 1989-90

    * 1996 - Williamsport, Pennsylvania recorded .8 inches of snow on this day to bring its seasonal snowfall total to 83.9 inches -- the city's snowiest winter ever.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1843 - 4 feet of snow on the ground in Gardiner ME following the snowiest March on record. Also cold across the central part of the nation.  Average temperature for month at Minneapolis 25 degrees below normal. 

    * 1890 - St. Louis, Missouri was buried under 20 inches of snow in 24 hours, making this snowstorm the worst in history for the St. Louis area.

    * 1933 - 37 people were killed and 170 were injured as an F4 tornado moved through Jones, Jasper, Clarke counties in Mississippi.

    * 1942 - 107 inches of rain during the month at Puu Kukui Maui HI. to set US record for rainfall in one month. Same place also holds US annual rainfall record with 578 inches in 1950.

    * 1954 - The temperature at Rio Grande City, Texas hit 108 degrees. This is the highest temperature ever recorded in the United States for the month of March.

    * 1973 - Three F4 tornadoes across Georgia and South Carolina. First storm cut a 33 mile path though Georgia, killing 1 person and causing $75 million in Conyers. Second tornado touched down near where the first twister dissipated and roared NE for 35 miles. Heavy damage at Athens and 2 people were killed by this twister. The two storms caused $113 million in total damage, the most expensive natural disaster in the history of Georgia. 7 people were killed by the third tornado, which touched down in South Carolina, including 4 people who were killed when in a motel just east of Calhoun Falls SC. The entire building was blown across a highway and strewn across a field.

    * 1982 - Donner Pass in California is closed to rail traffic for eight days after a major snowstorm brought the winter's accumulation total to 796 inches, second only to the 819 inches that fell in the winter of 1931-1932.

    * 1987 - Waterspout moved onshore at Buxton NC on Hatteras Island during the early morning hours. 7 people were hurt and $800,000 in damage.

    * 1992 - Seattle, Washington closed out its first snowless winter ever (November through March).

    * 1992 - Las Vegas, Nevada recorded 4.80 inches of rain during the past month which set 2 records -- the wettest March ever (old record 1.83 inches set in 1973) and the wettest month ever (old record 3.39 inches in September 1939). Also, the normal yearly rainfall for the city is only 4.19 inches!!

    * 1962 - 17 people killed by tornado at Milton FL, Florida's worst tornado disaster. An F3 tornado ripped through Milton killing 17 people and injuring 100. Damage was set at $1.5 million.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1786 - Heavy snowstorm in the northeast. 12 inches fell from New Jersey to New Hampshire. Several piers destroyed at Boston by gales and high tides.

    * 1807 - April Fools Day storm. 30 inches of snow at Danville VT with total snow depth of 60 inches on the ground. Heavy coastal damage from huge waves.

    * 1923 - April Fool's Day cold in eastern United States. -34 at Bergland MI.

    * 1946 - Two earthquakes rocked the Scotch Cap Lighthouse on Unimak Island, Alaska within a 27-minute time frame. The tremors caused a massive tsunami, which then washed away the lighthouse. The lighthouse's antenna was located 105 feet above sea level and it was washed away. Debris was found at levels 115 feet above sea level.

    * 1960 - The first weather satellite (TIROS 1) starts sending pictures back to earth. Nearly 20,000 satellite images would be transmitted back to earth during its two and one half month lifetime.

    * 1973 - Tornado hit Fairfax VA injuring 37 and doing $14 million in damage.

    * 1987 - Tornado during snow squall at White Fish Bay, WI damages a mobile home.

    * 1988 - Strong Spring Storm dumps heavy snows on the west. 35 inches in New Mexico and 34 inches at Rye CO.

    * 1989 - Oklahoma City records no thunderstorms during the entire month of April, the first time in recorded history that that had occurred.

    * 1997 - Mother Nature played a cruel springtime joke on the northeast.  After the area had basked in 70 degree warmth for several days, a strong nor'easter moved up the coast, dumping up to three feet of snow in some areas. 500,000 people lost power because of the heavy, wet snow and high winds. 5 people were killed. At its peak, the storm knocked out power to nearly 13 percent of New England. Boston's Logan International Airport was closed for 22 hours. Amtrak reported that one of its trains collided with a downed tree on the route between Albany and New York City. A total snowfall of 25.4 inches was recorded at Logan International Airport in Boston, making April of 1997 the snowiest April ever with 22.4 inches and the 3rd greatest snowstorm in Boston's history. This also smashed the 24-hour total snowfall record. The old record occurred in 1978 on February 6-7, when 23.6 inches of snow fell in 24 hours.

    * 1997 - The Baltimore Orioles postponed their opening day-game against the Kansas City Royals because of cold weather and high winds. This was the second time in a row that the Orioles home opener was postponed. Orioles opening day was canceled only one other time, in 1972 at Memorial Stadium.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1804 - 11 people are killed by a family of tornadoes that slashed a 120-mile path across seven counties in Georgia and one county in South Carolina. The tornado's path through heavy timber was still visible some 71 years later as noted in an Army Signal Corps survey.

    * 1933 - Pigeon River Bridge in Minnesota recorded 28 inches of snow on the 4th and 5th to establish the state's 24 hour snowfall record.

    * 1933 - U.S. Akron crashes in storm 20 miles SSE of Barnegat Light.

    * 1973 - 93 inches of snow on the ground at Sandia NM (state record).

    * 1977 - Massive F5 tornado moved across northern Birmingham AL around 3 p.m., killing 22 people and injuring 130. The tornado cut a 15-mile path from just northwest of the city to Tarrant, just north of Birmingham. 167 homes were destroyed, primarily in the Smithfield Estates subdivision.  Daniel Payne College sustained heavy damage. At one point, the tornado was three-quarters of a mile wide. The tornado crossed busy I-65, tossing cars and trucks like they were toys. Other tornadoes killed 1 other person in Alabama and 1 person in Georgia that day.

    * 1977 - Southern Airways jet crashed in northwest Georgia in massive thunderstorm.

    * 1983 - Buckhead Mountain CO, west of Fort Collins received 64 inches of snow from a 3-day winter storm.

    * 1987 - Five to eight inches of rain fell across eastern New York as New England was in the middle of its second heavy rainstorm in 5 days.  Record flooding resulted from the rainfall and snowmelt. 2300 homes were flooded in Maine and 215 totally destroyed. Damage exceeded $100 million.

    * 1990 - Up to 11 inches of snow fell in parts of upstate New York.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1815 - Tambora Volcano in Java erupted. Ash from the eruption would circle the globe, blocking sunlight and leading to unusually cold summer in 1816. On June 6, 1816, snow would fall as far south of Connecticut with some places in New England picking up 10 inches. On July 4th, the temperature at Savannah GA plunged to 46 degrees. Eastern North America and Europe had freezing nighttime temperatures in August.

    * 1874 - 11 degrees in Boston to establish April low temperature record for that city.

    * 1936 - 446 people are killed in second deadliest tornado outbreak ever in U.S. April 5-6. 17 twisters struck from Mississippi to the Carolinas.  Tupelo, Mississippi reported 216 deaths. One of the survivors in Tupelo was a baby named Elvis Presley. Gainesville, Georgia had 203 fatalities and 934 injuries in a tornado that occurred early on the following morning.

    * 1945 - -36 at Eagles Nest NM, the lowest April temperature observed in the 48 states.

    * 1955 - Four-day storm produces 52 inches of snow at Lead SD in the Black Hills.

    * 1972 - The deadliest tornado of 1972 occurred in an unlikely location:  Washington State. The twister touched down along the Columbia River near Portland OR and moved NNE along a 9-mile path. The storm caused $6 million in damage at Vancouver WA. The storm only rated as an F2, but it still caused 6 fatalities and 304 injuries. 150 of the injuries occurred at the

Ogden Elementary School. The storm was the worst in history in Washington State.

    * 1982 - Two feet of snow across parts of Massachusetts and Connecticut from a major eastern blizzard. 26 inches fell in Maine. New York City picked up a foot of snow. The intense low-pressure system produced numerous snow thunderstorms which helped pile up the huge accumulations.

    * 1987 - A New York State Thruway bridge collapsed over Schoharie Creek in upstate New York, west of Amsterdam, killing 10 people.

    * 1987 - Up to 60 inches of snow fell in the mountains along the North Carolina and Tennessee border. Mount Mitchell NC reported 35 inches. 24 inches at Charleston WV easily broke their previous record for snow in the entire month of April of 5.9 inches. 20.6 inches at Akron Ohio set their all time record.

    * 1997 - Heavy rains and melting snows pushed rivers in the Dakotas and Minnesota over their bankfuls and left hundreds of people homeless while just to the west, a blizzard dumped as much as 10 inches of snow in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

    * 1849 - 3 inches of snow in Columbia SC fell two weeks later than any

previous record late freeze.
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On this day in .. 

1936 - The town of Gainesville GA is devastated by a massive pair of tornadoes that struck around 830 a.m. The double-barreled twister scored a direct hit on the downtown area, leaving incredible destruction. 750 homes were destroyed and another 250 nearly destroyed. 70 workers died in the Cooper Pants Factory when the building collapsed from the tornado and caught fire. 20 people were killed when Newnan's Department Store was flattened.  $12.5 million in damage in Gainesville. A total of 203 people were killed and 1600 injured by the twister. 

1982 - Huge blizzard dumps 1-2 feet of snow across parts of Pennsylvania, New York and New England. Many areas reported thunderstorms with heavy snow.  Winds gusted in some places to 80 mph. For many places, it was their worst April snowstorm on record. The Yankees home opener with the Texas Rangers was cancelled. The New York Mets could not make their opening game in Philadelphia because the bus was snowed in. 

1984 - First measurable rain in Phoenix AZ after 91 straight rain free days.

1989 - Unseasonably hot weather prevailed in California. Afternoon highs of 91 degrees in downtown San Francisco, 93 degrees at San Jose, 103 degrees at Santa Maria, 104 degrees at Riverside, and 106 degrees in downtown Los Angeles established records for the month of April. 

1991 - 91 degrees in La Crosse WI on this date. 

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Thursday, April 7, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1857 - Late season freeze brings snow to every state in the Union.  Houston Texas shivered with a temperature of 21 degrees.

    * 1926 - Oil fire caused by lightning at San Luis Obispo California.  Over 6 million barrels of oil would be burned in the five-day fire. Two dead. $15 million in damage.

    * 1929 - 90 degrees at Hartford CT as the northeast sweltered in an unusual spring heat wave.

    * 1935 - Amarillo TX recorded blowing dust on 27 of the 30 days in the month. Visibilities at time were reduced to zero.

    * 1972 - Freezing rain over central and southern New Jersey caused hundreds of automobile accidents.

    * 1983 - El Paso picked up 16.5 inches of snow between the 4th and 7th to set their April snowfall record.

    * 1987 - Turnabout is fair play. The temperature at Miami on this date (66 degrees, record cool) was colder than the record warm temperature at International Falls, MN, usually the icebox of America.

    * 1988 - 172-mph wind gust at Grandfather Mountain, NC.

    * 1988 - 29 record highs across the southwest and north central US, including Yankton SD, which reached 91 degrees.

    * 1989 - More record highs in the southwest, where 27 high temperature marks were shattered. 92 in downtown San Francisco.

    * 1990 - Atlantic City picks up 3.3 inches of snow, the most ever for any day in April.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1862 - Snow at Atlantic City deep enough to support a late season sleigh ride.

    * 1919 - North Texas tornado swarm killed 64 during nighttime hours.

    * 1926 - The San Luis Obispo oil fire was burning out of control.  Tornado like vortices formed over the inferno and one unleashed its fury on a house, blowing it 150 feet and killing the two occupants.

    * 1927 - 90 degrees on this date in Hartford CT.

    * 1929 - Record eastern heat continues. 90 in Philadelphia. 85 in New York City.

    * 1952 - Huge ice jam breaks up on the Missouri River in North Dakota, resulting in rapid rises of up to 8 feet downstream. River flow jumps from 75,000 cubic feet per second to over 500,000 cubic feet per second.

    * 1958 - The global record for most rainfall in 48 hours from a tropical cyclone is set at Aurere, La Reunion Island beginning this date in 1958 when 97.1 inches fell from April 8-10.

    * 1973 - Late-season storm brought up to 20 inches of snow across parts of Iowa. 19 inches fell at Dubuque, a record for so late in the season. Snow drifts piled up to 16 feet high.

    * 1982 - Severe crop and property damage from major hailstorm in Seminole Co Florida.

    * 1984 - Intense tropical cyclone Kamisy crossed and recrossed the north of Madagascar. Eighty percent of Antseranana and Mahajanga were destroyed by winds greater than 112 mph, with rain totals to 27.99 inches, while 82 died; 100,000 left homeless. Damage was greater than $150 million U.S.

    * 1989 - Southwestern heat continued. 27 records established for the date, including 104 at Phoenix, which equaled their highest ever for the month, established previously just the day before.

    * 1990 - Eastern cold wave severely damaged over 50 percent of the peach and apple crops in West Virginia. Unusually warm weather since January made the situation worse as the trees bloomed early.

    * 1991 - 90 degrees in New York City as east swelters through early heat wave.

    * 1996 - Incredible flooding continued on the Minnesota River in Minnesota. Thousands of people were driven from their homes by the flooding, which was complicated by blizzard conditions and record cold.

    * 1996 - First of two major snowfalls in just three days dumped 12 inches of snow at Slide Mountain NY. Binghamton NY picked up 6.1 inches of snow to bring their seasonal snowfall total to a record setting 131. 8 inches.

    * 1998 - Major F5 tornado struck western Jefferson county Alabama leveling the communities of Oak Grove, Rock Creek, Edgewater, McDonald's Chapel, Sylvan Springs and Pratt City. The tornado lifted just two miles from downtown Birmingham. The twister had a track of 20 miles with the damage path averaging between one-half and three-quarters of a mile in width. 33 people died in the storm.
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    On this day in ..

    * 1877 - Powerful nor'easter widened Oregon Inlet in North Carolina.

    * 1901 - Great Penobscot River Flood in Maine. Bangor ME had several bridges washed out. 6 inches of rain in two days in some areas.

    * 1917 - Boston recorded 9.1 inches of snow, which would stand as its April record until 1982 when 13.2 inches fell.

    * 1947 - Tornado rips 221-mile path through parts of Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas. 169 killed, 980 injured. 95 killed in town of Woodward OK as late evening tornado, at times as much as 2 miles wide and moving at nearly 70 mph nearly destroyed the entire town.

    * 1977 - 15.5 inches of rain in Jolo WV in just 30 hours.

    * 1987 - 77 at International Falls MN as the normally cold location recorded its 6th straight record high for the date. A sharp cold front was ushering in colder air, however, and Sioux City IA received two inches of snow after recording a record high the day before of 88 degrees.

    * 1991 - Forty five of the 55 counties in West Virginia reported wind damage from severe thunderstorms. Total damage was estimated at $16 million.  Winds gusted to over 60 mph in many areas and some locations had wind gusts to 110 mph. 2 people died and 86 were injured.

    * 1997 - Shattered temperature records across the Midwest headed south. Low temperatures dropped to the mid 20s well into the Texas panhandle, while cold records were broken in states from Vermont to Kentucky. Bismarck, N.D., broke an 1881 record low with 1 degree. The old record was 10 degrees. Minneapolis' 16 degrees broke the 1892 record of 17. St. Louis' 25-degree low broke the 1914 record of 26.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, April 10, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1860 - A foot of wet snow in Philadelphia.

    * 1894 - Big snowstorm in the East. 31.5 inches at Salem Corners PA. 23 inches in the Maryland mountains. Le Roy NY picked up 30 inches. Up to 28 inches near Philadelphia. 9 inches at Providence RI.

    * 1935 - Severe dust storms struck Kansas and Iowa. Dodge City KS had its worst dust storm on record with the sky as dark as night even in daylight several times from the 9th to the 11th. Traffic was brought to a standstill and even trains could not operate because of the reduced visibilities. Businesses and schools were closed.

    * 1963 - 99 degrees on this date in Dallas TX.

    * 1977 - First of two powerful coastal storms cause serious erosion and alteration of the mid-Atlantic coastline. Oregon Inlet NC was widened as much as 3.4 of a mile.

    * 1979 - Massive tornado at Wichita Falls TX. 43 people killed. Tornado at Vernon TX killed 11.

    * 1985 - Texas hailstorm dropped hailstones 4 inches in diameter.

    * 1989 - Temperature at Albuquerque plunged from 82 to 29 overnight.

    * 1996 - Second major storm in three days in New England. 21.5 inches of snow fell at North Foster RI. 21 inches fells at Jaffrey NH. The snow was heavy and wet and caused extensive damage to trees and power lines. The snows established new seasonal snowfall records at many locations in the northeast, including Worcester MA, Concord, NH, and Bridgeport CT making it the snowiest winter on record for a large part of the northeast.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, April 11, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1836 - Ice finally started melted in the Northern Mississippi at Fort Snelling MN.

    * 1841 - 24 inches of snow across northwestern New Jersey. 12 inches at New York City and 18 inches at Boston.

    * 1896 - Destructive thunderstorms swept across central Texas producing two killer tornadoes, both at night. A twelve-year-old boy died in one of five homes destroyed at the south edge of Colorado City in Mitchell County.  At least one woman was killed in he rural home southwest of Cottonwood in Callahan County. There were other deaths across central Texas that may have

been tornado related.

    * 1965 - The Palm Sunday Outbreak of tornadoes occurred across the Midwest. A total of 51 tornadoes cut across six states, causing 256 fatalities. 72 people died in Culver, Indiana. Another killer storm in Michigan stayed on the ground for 92 miles, resulting in 44 deaths. Damage totaled more than $200 million.

    * 1992 - 12 inches of snow at Grantsburg WI.

    * 1997 - In North Dakota, the Red River was at its highest level in 150 years -- more than 20 feet above flood stage after rain and snow that began the previous month.

    * 1997 - Major snowfall across the Midwest dumped up to two feet of snow on Southern Iowa and 13 inches at Galesburg IL. The snow forced postponement of several minor league baseball games across the area, as well as cancellation of the Chicago Cubs game. "Baseball is Not a Nordic Event," read the headline of a fax announcing the cancellation in Near-blizzard conditions closed schools across Kansas.

NO 12, 13, 14, 15 Apr

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Wednesday, April 14, 2004.

On this day in .. 

1854 - Major coastal storm in the east dumps rain, sleet and snow. 24 inches of snow in northwestern New Jersey. Many ships were lost, including a passenger ship that broke up, killing 340 people. 

1873 - Great Easter Blizzard strikes South Dakota with little warning. 80 percent of livestock in affected areas die. Many people died. 

1886 - Massive tornado carves 25-mile path through Stearns and Benton Counties in Minnesota. 24 people were killed at St. Cloud MN. 37 people were killed at Sauk Rapids Minnesota. Reports were that the river was swept dry during the tornado's crossing of the Mississippi. Near Rice, 11 members of a bridal party, including the bride and groom were killed. 

1921 - Greatest 24-hour snow accumulation in U.S. history occurs at Silver Lake, Colorado as 75.8 inches falls on April 14-15. 

1933 - 35 inches of snow in Franklin NH in 24 hours to set the state record.

1935 - The most notorious dust storm of the dust bowl era strikes the Plains. Known as "The Black Blizzard," it was the first of many dust storms that would affect the nation's breadbasket. Dust clouds would be clearly visible as far away as the shipping lanes of the North Atlantic Ocean.  Politicians in Washington could not ignore the plight of the citizenry of the Plains, as huge, black clouds of dust hovered over the Nation's capitol.  Soils had been pulverized into a fine dust by the farming techniques of the era and the wind picked up the dry soil and blew it into huge black clouds.  Gentle rains would return in the fall of 1938, putting an end to the Dust Bowl era. 

1953 - Opening Day at Fenway Park postponed by 2 inches of snow in Boston. 

1969 - 540 killed in East Pakistan by tornado. 

1986 - Wind rolled a 12,000 gallon fuel tank several miles at Tyron, NE as a big spring blizzard buffeted parts of the Dakotas and Nebraska. 

1989 - 11 inches of rain reported unofficially east of Naples FL in two hours and 15 minutes, officially 4.37 inches in two hours at Golden Gate. 

1996 - Arkansas tornadoes. 7 dead. 30 injured. At 6:36 PM, an intense tornado touched down in the Ozark Mountains of Stone County, along the White River near Allison, Arkansas. It devastated a popular fishing campground, killing five vacationers. All deaths were in RVs(recreational vehicles) along the banks of the river. Just six minutes later, another tornado touched down in neighboring Izard County, destroying 11 homes and killing two people in two separate homes near Sylamore.  

Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, April 16, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1849 - Charleston SC records latest freeze ever with temperature of 32 degrees. 6 inches of snow at Wilmington NC. Snow fell as far south as Milledgeville GA. Damaging freeze from Texas to Georgia was particularly devastating to cotton crop.

    * 1851 - Famous Lighthouse Storm in Boston Harbor. Minot Lighthouse at Cohasset MA was destroyed along with its keepers by the huge waves.

    * 1880 - Heavy timbers from a house are blown 12 miles by a tornado at Marshall MO.

    * 1960 - Denver's Stapleton Airport recorded a wind gust to 70 mph, their highest of record.

    * 1965 - Flood crest at St. Paul MN exceeded previous record by 4 feet.  Record heights downriver all the way to Hannibal MO. Damage $100 million but only 12 lives lost due to good warnings.

    * 1976 - Week long heat wave in the mid Atlantic. Washington sweltered under temperatures as warm as the mid 90s from the 16th through the 21st.

    * 1990 - But I swear I sent it. Many federal tax returns being loaded into a truck were blown away in Oklahoma City by a violent thunderstorm with nearly 100-mph wind gusts. Will Roger's Airport in Oklahoma City recorded wind gust to 93 mph, strongest there in 24 years.

    * 1991 - Two inches of rain fell in just 45 minutes during a thunderstorm at Winston-Salem, NC.

    * 1992 - Pueblo CO picked up 1.25 inches of rain in just 10 minutes.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, April 18, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1880 - More than two dozen tornadoes (??) touched down from Arkansas and Kansas to Michigan and Wisconsin. 65 people died at Marshfield MO. Over 100 total fatalities in the outbreak.

    * 1896 - Earliest 90 degree reading in history at New York City.

    * 1906 - The city of San Francisco is nearly destroyed by the Great San Francisco Earthquake and Fire. 5 square miles of the city are destroyed. The flames were fanned by an unusual easterly wind. The earthquake measured 8.3 on the Richter Scale. 315 people died in the earthquake and fire with another 350 missing and presumed dead.

    * 1944 - California experienced its worst hailstorm on record. The fruit crop was completely destroyed with damage totaling $2 million.

    * 1957 - Large dust devil at Dracut MA was powerful enough to lift small children into the air. The dust devil was accompanied by a loud whistling noise.

    * 1966 - Major blizzard in South Dakota. 24 inches of snow fell in SD and 20 inches at Lander WY.

    * 1976 - Northeast Heat Wave. 95 in Washington DC tied for their hottest ever in the month of April. 94 in Philadelphia was also an April record.

    * 1978 - Rapid City SD picked up 22 inches in 24 hours to set a record.

    * 1983 - Four inches of snow fell in southeastern Virginia, the heaviest snows on record for so late in the season .

    * 1987 - 31 record highs for the date. International Falls had a warm 88 degrees. High winds in the west accompanied a cold front. Four people were drowned with their boat capsized on a lake in Utah.

    * 1992 - Skiers love a big spring snowstorm in the Rockies. 12 inches at Vail and 10 inches at Copper Mountain.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, April 19, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1881 - 79 day snow blockade ends at Nation City SD.. First train with supplies able to arrive.

    * 1901 - Watertown OH picked up 45 inches of snow between the 15th and 21st to set a state record.

    * 1941 - 95 at Sodus NY.

    * 1971 - El Paso picked 4 inches of snow, their biggest late season snow of record.

    * 1973 - Glenrock NY picked up 41 inches of snow in 24 hours. Storm total was 58 inches. Both were state records.

    * 1976 - 98 degree reading in Providence RI as city sweltered through a particularly strong early season heat wave. Boston hit 90.

    * 1987 - 95 in Ft Smith AR set new record.

    * 1988 - F3 tornado at Madison FL killed 4 people.

    * 1989 - Earliest Tucson AZ has ever hit 100.

    * 1992 - 82 in Pittsburgh, but across the state at Philadelphia, temperature only reached 50 due to a chill wind off the Atlantic.

    * 1996 - The period April 19 to April 21 produced an almost continuous outbreak of 111 tornadoes from Arkansas, through Illinois, and into southern Canada. The downtown of Berea KY was destroyed and Fort Smith AR was also heavily damaged. Almost every one of the 150 homes in Ogden, Illinois were damaged or destroyed by the tornado that struck at 7:00PM on the 19th.  Seventeen people were injured, but there were no deaths in the residential area. Urbana and Decatur were also hard hit. The good news was that 105 of the 111 tornadoes and all of the killer tornadoes occurred in areas that had been alerted with tornado watches.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, April 20, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1880 - Sacramento picked up 7.24 inches, their heaviest in 24 hours.

    * 1896 - In Sandusky County, Ohio, a violent F-4 tornado "crept along the ground like a mammoth

    * 1901 - Almost 36 inches of snow fell in 36 hours at Warren in Northeast Ohio. 28 inches fell at Green Hill.

    * 1920 - 219 killed in tornado outbreak in Mississippi and Alabama.  Aberdeen MS hard hit by F4 tornado that killed 22 people along the western edge of the town. This same tornado killed 20 in Marion County Alabama, including 9 at Bexar. 19 people died in Franklin County, Alabama (nine in one family). The tornadoes were unusual as they struck during the morning hours.

    * 1941 - Durham NH recorded temperature of 95 degrees.

    * 1945 - Albany NY records temperature of 93 degrees.

    * 1952 - Thick fog in the Gulf of Mexico precipitated the crash of two major oil tankers off Morgan City LA. The ships burst into flames and only five survivors were rescued.

    * 1966 - -2 in Cheyenne WY.

    * 1990 - Lightning struck a fish farm in Scott AR. 100,000 pounds of fish were killed by the heat of the ensuing fire.

    * 1991 - 5.89 inches of rain fell in 24 hours at Norfolk VA, setting a record for April.

    * 1992 - 9.2 inches of snow at Omaha NE sets several records, including heaviest April snow. Same storm dumped 2,7 inches of snow at Kansas City MO for their heaviest snowfall ever so late in the season.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Thursday, April 21, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1927 - Mississippi River Delta flooding. Hundreds killed and 500,000 homeless.

    * 1958 - Heavy Minnesota snows including 72 inches at Mystic Lake.

    * 1963 - 20 inches of snow at Lander WY.

    * 1967 - Havre MT picked up 17 inches of snow.

    * 1967 - Deadly F4 tornado strikes school at Belvidere IL at dismissal time. High school students were being loaded onto buses as the twister ripped directly through the bus loading area. The elementary school students had already been picked up and dropped off by the buses. 12 of the buses were overturned by the winds. Students were blown through an adjacent field and makeshift stretchers were formed from plywood from nearby houses. 13 students were killed and 300 injured at the school. Another school bus was destroyed near Harvard IL as the driver and students took shelter in a ditch. The Belvidere tornado was part of an outbreak of 48 tornadoes that day across the Upper Midwest.

    * 1967 - A major outbreak of severe weather on this date in the Midwest.  Dozens of tornadoes; 6 of which would be classified as major (F3 or above) would affect the area from Missouri and Iowa through Illinois and Michigan. The worst tornado of the day occurred at Oak Lawn IL where 33 people were killed. Many people were killed in their cars as the tornado struck at rush hour on the south side of Chicago. Several children were killed at a skating rink and other people died under the collapsing walls of a supermarket. It would be the worst tornado disaster ever in the Chicago area,

    * 1996 - More Arkansas tornadoes. 4 dead, 45 injured. The towns of Fort Smith and Van Buren were especially hard hit. 1800 homes were damaged in Fort Smith and Van Buren. Questions were raised about National Weather Service and preparedness procedures after the disaster. The Tulsa, Oklahoma NWS office issued a severe thunderstorm warning 16 minutes before the onset of the tornado, believing that it would not produce a tornado based on radar indications from their Doppler radar. They upgraded the warning to a tornado warning four minutes before the twister touched down. Local emergency officials did not receive the warning due to power failures caused by the storm. As a result, sirens were not sounded. Later analysis of the radar data did show the indication of the tornado.

    * 1982 - A Santa Ana wind blows a fire through a densely populated Anaheim, California neighborhood, causing $50 million in property damage and leaving 1200 people homeless.

    * 1987 -

    * 1988 - In 26 years at Dodger Stadium, there had only been 12 rainouts until 1988. Three days of heavy rain in Southern California rained out games on three straight days.

    * 1997 - Record flooding from the Red River was turning Grand Fork ND into a giant lake. The day before, a massive downtown fire burned as firefighters watched helplessly across the floodwaters. Helicopters were used to battle the blaze. Over 75% of the city was under a mandatory evacuation order. The city's water treatment plant and sewer system would be flooded for weeks.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, April 22, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1883 - 200 killed in tornado outbreak from Louisiana and Kansas to South Carolina. Entire town of Beauregard MS destroyed.

    * 1910 - One-tenth of an inch of snow fell on this date in Chicago IL. A total of 6.4 inches of snow would fall between the 22nd and 26th marking the Windy City's latest April significant snowfall event.

    * 1932 - Lightning strikes flock of geese over Elgin Manitoba. 52 large wild geese fell to earth dead and were distributed to the townspeople for goose dinners.

    * 1980 - 100 degree heat wave in Iowa.

    * 1985 - Toronto ONT Canada: 86 warmest ever in April and warmest temp in 1985.

    * 1987 - Pensacola reaches 96 to set April record. Just one of 15 record highs in southeastern U.S.

    * 1989 - 107 at Hayes KS (warmest ever in state in April by 4 degrees).

    * 1997 - Midafternoon F2 tornado struck the small northeast Alabama town of Rainsville without warning, injuring 12 people. Over 30 homes were damaged by the twister and 50 buildings in the small town received damage, including the city and police and fire stations. No tornado warning was in effect at the time of the storm since NWS Doppler radar did not show significant signs of storm rotation. Ironically a more powerful Doppler radar was being prepared for installation, very near the location of the tornado.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Saturday, April 23, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1885 - 23 inches of snow in 24 hours in Denver while Rochester NY was recording record high of 90 degrees.

    * 1910 - 100 degrees in Los Angeles at the Civic Center to set April record.

    * 1960 - 23rd-25th: Nation's capital sweltered in summer-like temperatures as high 95 degrees between 23rd and 25th. But the temperature on this date would rapidly cool down from 90 to 47 in just 6 hours that evening.

    * 1983 - Laramie WY picks up 16 inches of snow, 12 inches of which fell during 8-hour period.

    * 1986 - Up to two feet of heavy wet snows across portions of Catskills and Poconos of Pennsylvania and New York. Major traffic tie-ups in Pennsylvania resulted.

    * 1988 - Nine girls of a softball team injured by lightning, which struck three they were taking, shelter under during thunderstorm.

    * 1989 - 18 more records fall as heat wave continues across the central U.S. 105 in Salina KS was nation's hottest and set April record for the state of Kansas.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, April 24, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1908 - 310 people die in a rash of 18 tornadoes from Louisiana to Georgia. 155 killed in Mississippi including 143 at Hattiesburg. Tornado at Amite LA was reportedly 2.5 miles wide! Most of Purvis MS was wiped out by this tornado. 37 killed in Alabama.

    * 1960 - 19.4 inches of snow in Helena MT. Up to 30 inches in higher elevations.

    * 1962 - Plains heat wave. 91 in Bismarck ND.

    * 1989 - More record heat across the Plains. 101 in Russell KS was the nation's hottest. 20 record highs fell.

    * 1990 - 8 inches of rain in just two hours at Mathis TX and 13.4 inches at Caldwell TX in just three hours.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, April 26, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1834 - Huntsville AL recorded severe late season frost during "Backward Winter."

    * 1888 - Latest killing freeze in Norfolk VA.

    * 1963 - 6 inches of snow in Flagstaff AZ.

    * 1972 - 15.4 inches of snow in Denver.

    * 1984 - Two-day outbreak of tornadoes spawned 47 twisters from Louisiana to Michigan. 16 killed 259 injured.

    * 1990 - 14.96 inches of rain in De Leon TX.

    * 1990 - Record heat in the east including 98 in Baltimore and 92 in Philadelphia. The Philadelphia high broke previous record by 11 degrees. 89 at Alpena MI was third of sixth straight record highs.

    * 1991 - 55 tornadoes touch down from Texas to Iowa. 21 people are killed. Famous Andover KS tornado tracked 70-mile path, killing 17 people and destroying part of McConnell AFB. The damage at the Golden Spur Mobile Home Park where 13 died in Andover, Kansas, was among the worst ever noted by experienced observers.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Thursday, April 28, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1921 - Baseball size hail in Anson Co NC. Even pine trees had to be cut for timber because of the hail damage.

    * 1928 - Bayard WV records 35 inches f snow in a late season snowstorm.  Train from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia blocked for two days. Huge snowflakes were reported to be the size of a man's palm. High winds accompanied the coastal storm. Damage to wild life and fruit trees was reported.

    * 1973 - St. Louis recorded all time Mississippi River crest with 43.3 feet.

    * 1984 - Red Lodge MN: 73 inches of snow in 72 hours from 25th-28th.

    * 1987 - Twenty cities recorded record highs for the date including 95 at Lake Charles LA and Houston TX.

    * 1988 - Snow in Washington DC, but 92 degrees in Miami. Miami observed record eight days of 90 degree plus temperatures in month of April.

    * 1990 - Third day of record heat in the east. 94 in Buffalo.

    * 1991 - Memphis records wettest April ever with 15.03 inches, breaking previous record of 13.90 inches in 1872.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Friday, April 29, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1874 - Snowiest April on record in New York/New England history. Cape Cod had snow on every Saturday in the month. Parts of Vermont and New Hampshire picked up 60 inches during the month and 24 inches fell on the 29th in NW NJ. Latest freezing temperature ever recorded in Washington DC. 1/2 inch of snow fell in New York for the latest measurable snow in the city's history.

    * 1903 - A huge landslide devastated the town of Frank in Alberta as Canada's deadliest slide ever roared down Turtle Mountain.

    * 1905 - 2.4 inches of rain fell in 15 minutes at Taylor TX ( in southeast part of state).

    * 1910 - 95 in Kansas City MO established a record for the month of April.

    * 1963 - Strong tornado at Shannon MS ripped asphalt from highway 45 and blew it hundreds of yards. The tornado was unusual in that it was not obscured by rain, as many twisters in the south are, so it was highly visible.

    * 1973 - Record crest on the Mississippi of 43.4 feet, breaking previous record of 42 feet established in 1785.

    * 1987 - 25 inches of snow at Princeton MA.

    * 1991 - 200,000 killed by cyclone in the Bay of Bengal.

    * 1992 - Record cold in east and record heat in the west. 32 in Spartanburg SC. 102 in Tucson AZ.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Sunday, May 1, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1854 - Great New England Flood followed 66 hours of steady rain. The Connecticut River crested at Hartford at its highest point ever to that time. Would be exceeded in 1936.

    * 1857 - The Washington Evening Star published the first national weather roundup. Observations from 19 telegraph stations collected by volunteers who were part of the Smithsonian Institution's cooperative network.

    * 1883 - Storm tide swept over Cape Lookout, drowning many head of cattle.

    * 1895 - Sedgewick and Harvey counties in Kansas hard hit by tornado that was reportedly one mile wide. The total path length was 22 miles. 8 dead, 25 injured. 25 farms were completely destroyed.

    * 1933 - A very destructive F4 tornado struck Minden LA. 28 people died in the tornado that reportedly sounded like "mad lions on a speeding train."

    * 1935 - 3 inches of snow at Minneapolis, setting a record for May.

    * 1963 - Unusually late snowfall in Washington DC, Philadelphia and Baltimore.

    * 1967 - A full blizzard with vivid lightning display struck the Dakotas. 30 inches of snow in the Black Hills. 16 inches recorded at Lemmon, SD. 70-mph winds whipped the snow into deep drifts.

    * 1982 - Record number of U.S. tornadoes for any month. 365 twisters touched down.

    * 1986 - Hailstones up to 11 pounds reported in China. 16 people killed and 125 injured.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Monday, May 2, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1899 - All-time record 24 hour snow for Havre MT with 24.8 inches.

    * 1920 - Swarm of tornadoes killed 64 people in Oklahoma. An F4 tornado destroyed the town of Peggs OK killing 71 people. This total is so tragic since it represented 30% of the town's population.

    * 1929 - 6.1 inches of snow at Springfield MO, their latest big snow on record.

    * 1929 - 6 tornadoes kill 22 people in Virginia's worst weather disaster. A school was destroyed at Rye Cove, VA. Administrators at the school saw the approaching funnel but did not want to start a panic, hoping that it would miss the school. Most of the 155 students were outside at recess when the twister slammed into the building, which sat on a knoll in the center of a valley. 12 students and a teacher were killed. 42 were hospitalized.

    * 1939 - Trace of snow fell on this date in Raleigh NC, their latest on record.

    * 1963 - Record North Carolina cold: 32 at Charlotte and Greensboro, 29 at Raleigh, each were records for May.

    * 1968 - An amazing range of temperatures at Juniper Lake OR. After a morning low of 0 degrees, the afternoon high soared to a toasty 81 degrees.  This same dramatic range of temperatures would happen every day from the 1st to the 5th.

    * 1983 - Half dozen tornadoes in western New York killed 3. A large part of the town of Booneville was destroyed. $15 million in damage. Twenty tornadoes total across New York, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania killed a total of 5 people. Eight tornadoes affected southern Ontario in Canada, injuring 12.

    * 1989 - Record warmth in Juneau AK with a high of 72 degrees, while record cold affected the Hawaiian Islands with a record low of 60 degrees at Honolulu.

    * 1990 - Hot across the south. 100 at Fort Stewart GA.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Tuesday, May 3, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1761 - British fleet at anchor in Charleston harbor as major tornado strikes. 4 killed.

    * 1774 - Major snowstorm from Virginia to New York. Severe frost as far south as North Carolina.

    * 1812 - Major snowstorm from Philadelphia to Maine. 12 inches at Keene NH. 9 inches at Waltham MA.

    * 1895 - A violent tornado, at times 1000 yards wide, leveled two schools several miles apart in Sioux County, Iowa, killing teachers and students. The teacher killed at one of the schools was the brother of the teacher killed at the other school.

    * 1978 - Severe flooding at New Orleans caused by 10-13 inches of rain from persistent thunderstorms. Water was up to 4 feet deep in some homes.  Total damage $100 million. Oil storage tank set afire at Covent, LA by lightning.

    * 1982 - President Reagan's star horse from Death Valley Days, Sinbad the Sailor, struck by lightning and killed at Kanab UT.

    * 1984 - Powerful tornado ripped through Montgomery Alabama killing 5 and injuring 37.

    * 1987 - 18 inches of snow at Divide in the Colorado foothills.

    * 1988 - Baseball size hail west of Mooresville NC.

    * 1990 - Up to three feet of snow in the high elevations of southern Colorado from a slow moving late season storm.

    * 1991 - Bismarck ND reported 6.1 inch snowfall.
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Welcome to  The Weather Notebook  for Wednesday, May 4, 2005.

    On this day in ..

    * 1917 - Up to 8 inches of snow falls in northwest Texas.

    * 1922 - Two tornadoes touched down in Austin TX. 12 dead 55 hurt.

    * 1977 - Grade school and high school at Pleasant Hill MO struck by large F3 tornado. Thanks to excellent warnings and preparedness drills, only minor injuries occurred. Two people were killed, one in a trailer and one in a house.

    * 1989 - Severe weather across the Southern Plains and Lower Mississippi Valley. 15 tornadoes reported and 340 reports of large hail or damaging winds. Orange size hailstorms damaged thousands of cars at Monroe LA and was accompanied by 9.39 inches of rain.

    * 1990 - Virginia tornadoes kill 2 at August Springs VA and caused $1.7 million in damage at Colonial Heights VA.

    * 1991 - Wind gusts to 105 mph at El Campo TX.
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