Origin of month names

From http://www.greenheart.com/billh/specify.html
January

Januarius (January) was added to what was formerly a ten-month Roman calendar in the eighth century B.C.

February

Februarius (February) probably had only 23 days when it was added to the Roman calendar in the eighth century B.C. At that time it was the last month in their calendar year, but its length was soon extended to 28 days and became the year's second month. 
According to Ovid's Fasti, February had 29 days during common years in the original Julian Calendar. See Fasti Book 2, lines 685 and 686 for confirmation.

March

Martius (March) was originally the first month of an ancient Italian calendar. It was named after planet-god Mars. 

April

Aprilis (April) was originally the second month of an ancient Italian calendar. Ovid said it was named in honor of Venus. 

May

Maius (May) was originally the third month of an ancient Italian calendar. 

June

Junius (June) was originally the fourth month of an ancient Italian calendar. 

July

July was originally named Quintilis and was the fifth month of an ancient Italian calendar. It was later renamed in honor of Julius Caesar. 

August

August was originally named Sextilis as the sixth month of an ancient Italian calendar. It was later renamed in honor of Augustus Caesar. 

September

Septembris was originally the seventh month of an ancient Italian calendar. (septem is the Latin word for seven.)

October

Octobris was originally the eighth month of an ancient Italian calendar. (oct is the Latin word for eight.) 

November

Novembris was originally the ninth month of an ancient Italian calendar. (novem is the Latin word for nine.) 

December

Decembris was originally the tenth month of an ancient Italian calendar. (decem is the Latin word for ten.


