See also http://www.space.com/spacewatch/090109-ns-full-moon-names-2009.html 

NAMED MOONS

(From Jim Lattis - Eyes on Skies - based on Astronomical Calendar by Ottwellg or Astronomical Compendium)

Harvest Moon - full moon closest to the autumnal equinox. (September)

Hunter’s Moon - full moon following the harvest moon. (October)

Frosty or Beaver Moon - full moon of November.

Long Night Moon (Yule? Moon) - full moon of December.

Old Moon  - full moon of January.

Snow Moon, Hunger Moon or Wolf Moon - full moon of February.

Sap, Crow or Lenten Moon - full moon of March. (Pascal Moon?)

Grass or Egg Moon - full moon of April.

Planting or Milk Moon - full moon of May.

Rose Moon, Flower Moon or Strawberry Moon - full moon of June.

Thunder or Hay Moon - full moon of July.

Grain or Green Corn Moon - full moon of August.

From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_moon

Harvest moon
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For the farm simulation video game, see Harvest Moon series. 

For the Neil Young album, see Harvest Moon (album). 

The Harvest Moon is the full moon that appears nearest to the autumnal equinox, which occurs on or about 23 September. This moon is also known as the Wine Moon, the Singing Moon and the Elk Call Moon. About once every four years it occurs in October, depending on the cycles of the moon. Currently, the latest the Harvest Moon can occur is on October 7 or 8. Between 1900 and 2050 the Harvest Moon fell on October 7 in 1930, 1949, 1987 and 2025 and on October 8 in 1911.

The appearance of the Harvest Moon begins the first of the harvesting months in the Northern Hemisphere. Many cultures celebrate the harvests with gatherings, festivals, and rituals that are intricately attuned to the Harvest Moon.

At this time, the moon rises at a point which is opposite to the sun, and is situated close to the eastern point of the horizon.

It is claimed by some that the harvest moon seems to be somehow "larger" than other full moons. The human eye sees a low hanging moon as being larger than one that rides high in the sky. This is known as a Moon illusion, because the image of the moon in the sky is always the same size. A similar type of lunar effect is seen at the time of the spring equinox, which occurs on or about 21 March.

The harvest moon gets its name from the fact that farmers who were harvesting their crops at this time of year were able to use the extra light of the harvest moon to continue the work in the fields. In October, the full moon for that month can exhibit a similar effect, and is called the hunter's moon.

In myth and folklore the full moon of each month is given a name. There are many variations but the following list gives the most widely known names:

· January - Wolf moon 

· February - Ice moon 

· March - Storm moon 

· April - Growing moon 

· May - Hare moon 

· June - Mead moon 

· July - Hay moon 

· August - Corn moon 

· September - Harvest moon 

· October - Hunter's moon 

· November - Snow moon 

· December - Winter moon 

Like a hunter's moon a harvest moon is tinted yellow.

A second full moon in a calendar month, or the third full moon in a season containing 4 full moons, is sometimes called a blue moon.

[edit] 

External links

· Moon Illusion 

· Alternate names of the Full Moons. 

· Science page from NASA explaining the full moons, particularly the Harvest Moon. 
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(See http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2000/ast11sep_2.htm 
Also http://www.space.com/spacewatch/harvest_moon_020920.html )

From  http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/full-moon-names as of 7 Nov 2012

Some almanacs like to give each month a special full moon name. Other almanacs like to reference full moons relative to seasonal markers, as defined by equinoxes and solstices. Is one way better than the other? No. Both have their roots in folklore.

Here we list common North American full moon names – first by month – and then by season.

Full moon names by month: 

January: Old Moon, or Moon After Yule
February: Snow Moon, Hunger Moon, or Wolf Moon
March: Sap Moon, Crow Moon, or Lenten Moon
April: Grass Moon, or Egg Moon
May: Planting Moon, or Milk Moon
June: Rose Moon, Flower Moon, or Strawberry Moon
July: Thunder Moon, or Hay Moon
August: Green Corn Moon, or Grain Moon
September: Fruit Moon, or Harvest Moon
October: Harvest Moon, or Hunter’s Moon
November: Hunter’s Moon, Frosty Moon, or Beaver Moon
December: Moon Before Yule, or Long Night Moon

About once every 19 years, February has no full moon at all. Moreover, in 7 out of every 19 years, two full moons will fall in the same calendar month. The second of the month’s two full moons is popularly referred to as a Blue Moon. The next Blue Moon by this definition will happen on August 31, 2012.

Full moon names by season:

After the December solstice:
Old Moon, or Moon After Yule
Snow Moon, Hunger Moon, or Wolf Moon
Sap Moon, Crow Moon or Lenten Moon

After the March equinox:
Grass Moon, or Egg Moon
Planting Moon, or Milk Moon
Rose Moon, Flower Moon, or Strawberry Moon

After the June solstice:
Thunder Moon, or Hay Moon
Green Corn Moon, or Grain Moon
Fruit Moon, or Harvest Moon

After the September equinox:
Harvest Moon, or Hunter’s Moon
Hunter’s Moon, Frosty Moon, or Beaver Moon
Moon Before Yule, or Long Night Moon

There are usually three full moons in between an equinox and a solstice, or vice versa. Seven times in 19 years, four full moons fall in a single season. In that case, the third of a season’s four full moons is also called a Blue Moon. The next Blue Moon by this definition will happen on August 21, 2013.

