CALENDAR ENTRIES from Weather Notebook

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday July 28, 2002.

On this day in ..

1609 - The Sea Venture is crippled by a hurricane as it heads to Jamestown with provisions for the starving colonists. The 150 men, women and children found safe shelter on the Bahama Islands, which the captain named Somers Islands after the ship's captain. Most of the colonists moved into Virginia

the next year, but the island still celebrates Somers Day each July 28.

1819 - Bay St. Louis Hurricane makes landfall on the Mississippi Coast. The storm was the worst in 50 years and devastated the same area that hurricane Camille would strike almost exactly 150 years later. 39 crewmembers of the U.S. man-of-war Firebrand were lost when the schooner was sunk by the storm.

1930 - Kentucky recorded its all-time record high temperature with 114F at Greensburg.

1934 - Idaho records its hottest temperature ever (118F) at Orofino.

1993 - In a macabre incident, hundreds of burial vaults and caskets are dislodged by flood waters at Hardin, MO during the Great Flood of 1993.

1997 - Eight to ten inches of rain fell across the Spring Creek basin near Fort Collins CO during the evening hours. The water pooled behind a railroad track bed that acted as a dam, building the water level to a height of 20 feet. When the water began rushing over the top of the track bed, it quickly eroded the earthen embankment, and a wall of water 10 feet to 20 feet high rushed through two trailer parks in the city. The disaster hit just days before the 21st anniversary of the Big Thompson River flood, which killed 145 people about 20 miles southwest of Fort Collins.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday July 27, 2002.

On this day in...

1819 - Over 15 inches of rain at Catskill NY and Westfield MA produce tremendous flash flooding at both locations.

1926 - Hurricane strikes Jacksonville FL, the first of two hurricanes to strike Florida during the extremely deadly season of 1926.

1943 - U.S. Air Force Colonel Joseph Duckworth becomes the first person to fly into the eye of a hurricane in a single-engine AT-6 trainer. He did it twice in the same day, flying from Bryan Field in Texas into a hurricane between Galveston and Houston.

1979 - Flooding from Tropical Storm Claudette led to a bizarre accident. A van load of people on the way to a church camp stopped on Texas Route 7 due to a flooded bridge just west of Centerville. A truck rammed it, pushing it into the flooded creek where 5 drowned.

1989 - Nasty thunderstorm at Yuma AZ is accompanied by 90 mph winds and zero visibility in blowing sand and dust. 2.55 inches of rain falls in one hour, Yuma's normal annual rainfall. Flash flooding resulted.

1993 - Flood crests from the Missouri and Kansas Rivers push toward Kansas City at the same time, prompting fears that the crests would arrive at the same time, pushing water over the city's flood control levees. Fortunately, the crests arrived six hours apart, with water levels just lapping at the tops of the levees.

1996 - Orlando, Florida residents awakened to a record morning low (71 degrees) and then recorded a record high at 97 degrees. Talk about confused!

1996 - 6.68 inches of rain at Oak Grove, Alabama (west of Birmingham).

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Friday July 26, 2002.

On this day in...

1875 - Erie PA is hard hit by a windstorm that killed 134 people.

1890 - Lawrence MA hit by a rare, but powerful F3 tornado at 9:10 in the morning. 8 people were killed and 63 injured.

1927 - Hurricane hits east coast of Florida, coming ashore near Daytona Beach.

1943 - Oklahoma's hottest ever (120F) at Tishomingo.

1993 - The Great Mississippi River Flood of 1993: Rising water stops all rail traffic through Kansas City.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday July 25, 2002.

On this day in...

1952 - The State of Alabama was in the midst of a critical heat wave and drought at this time during 1952. During an 8-day stretch, the "coolest" high temperature in Birmingham was 99. The heat peaked at 106 degrees on July 25, 1952. This was just one degree short of the highest temperature ever recorded in Birmingham. During that heat wave and drought, some wells in Alabama went dry that had never been dry before.

1954 - Andrea Doria disaster off coast of New England. Ship collides with the Stockholm in dense fog. 52 people perished. Fog is frequent off of the Atlantic Coast in July as warm, humid air blows from the shore over the cold offshore waters, creating tremendous fog banks. The amount of fog diminishes as the ocean waters warm further during the summer.

1979 - The dying remains of Tropical Storm Claudette dump 43 inches of rain in 24 hours July 25-26 near Alvin, Texas to establish the United States' 24 hour rainfall record. Freeport Texas recorded 30 inches. Damage totaled $400 million.

1987 - When the mercury reached 91 at Beckley WV, it tied the all-time record high for the city. It was unusual that the thermometer had reached 90 degrees or hotter on four straight days. Not unusual, until you consider that the mercury had only reached 90F twice in the city's history.

1998 - Thunderous rains unleashed dangerous flash flooding from northeast Kansas through central Missouri overnight. Kansas City was especially hard hit with the suburb of Independence reporting 6.5 inches of rain, most of it falling in a matter of a few hours.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Wednesday July 24, 2002.

On this day in ..

1936 - All-time record high temperatures established for Kansas with 121F at Alton and Nebraska with 118 at Minden.

1952 - 112 at Louisville KY.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday July 23, 2002.

On this day in ..

1898 - A powerful thunderstorm made street lamps necessary in the middle of the afternoon in Atlanta GA. Over four inches of rain during the 2 hour thunderstorm caused a foot of water to flood Union Station.

1987 - Ten inches of rain falls on Minneapolis/St. Paul in 6.5 hours. Serious flash flooding results in the deaths of 2 people and damage totals $21.3 million.

1997 - Tornadoes hit South Carolina in wake of dying Hurricane Danny, including one that leveled a duplex apartment and killed a 32-year-old woman. A Charlotte, North Carolina, railroad trestle gave way, plunging a CSX locomotive into Little Sugar Creek. Crew members escaped unharmed. 6.88 inches of rain fell in Charlotte, breaking the 24 hour record of 5.91 inches that had been set in July 1944. A record 6.14 inches fell between midnight at 2 p.m. Up to 10 inches fell in other parts of south-central North Carolina.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday July 22, 2002.

On this day in ..

1918 - A single lightning strike killed 504 sheep in the Wasatch National Forest in Utah.

1926 - New York's hottest ever (108F) at Troy. It was also 105 in Waterbury CT to establish the state record high for Connecticut. July is the month in which the Northeast United States climatologically experiences its hottest conditions as high pressure sets up west of the Appalachians, pumping hot air from the Central United States around its periphery and into New England. The air also is warmed further as it sinks down from the mountains during its journey.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday July 21, 2002.

On this day in ..

1911 - The temperature dropped to 10 degrees in Painter, Wyoming for the lowest on record in July in the continental US.

1930 - Delaware records it hottest temperature ever (110F) at Millsboro.

1934 - Ohio records it hottest temperature ever (113F).

1975 - 6 inches of rain falls in ten hours in Mercer County NJ, causing the worst flooding in 20 years in the area with $25 million in damage and 1000 left homeless. Rail service from Washington to New York was cut off for two days.

1983 - The all-time record low temperature for the world was recorded at Vostok on July 21, 1983 when the mercury plummeted to -129 degrees Fahrenheit.

1986 - Tremendous heat wave continues in the South. 15th day in a row with 100 plus degree readings at Columbia SC. Macon topped out at 106 degrees to set a record. It was also the tenth consecutive day with 100 degree plus heat at Macon.

1987 - Highest elevation F4 tornado ever observed cut 24 mile path through Teton Wilderness. At one point, damage path was 2 miles wide. 15,000 acres of trees were blown down. Many of the trees were mature 80-100 foot pine trees. Some of the damage may not have been from a tornado.

1991 - 100 degrees readings are not common in Rhode Island, but the mercury topped out at 102 in Providence on this day, the second day in a row that the thermometer reached the century mark.. It was also 101 degrees in Windsor Locks CT.

1993 - Great Mississippi Flood of 1993: Mississippi River crests at 46.9 feet in St. Louis MO, easily breaking the old record of 43.2 feet established in the 1973 flood. The 11 mile long, 52 foot high flood wall kept water out of the city center. In spite of all the damage the flood did, it is estimated that without all of the flood-control measures in place today, the price tag from the flood would have easily doubled its astronomical $20 billion total. The record crest would be topped again on August 1st.

1997 - Extreme flooding occurs over Baldwin County Alabama as the remnants of Hurricane Danny drifted slowly northeastward after dumping thirty inches of rain over coastal Alabama. The worst flooding occurred around the Fish River where 500 homes were damaged.

1998 - Dallas, Texas saw its 16th consecutive day above 100 degrees.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday July 20, 2002.

On this day in ..

1930 - Washington D.C. records its hottest temperature ever: 106 degrees.

1934 - Iowa records its hottest temperature ever (118F) at Keokuk.

1965 - 18.18 inches of rain at Edgarton, Missouri to set the states 24 hour rainfall record.

1989 - On this date in 1989 early morning thunderstorms in the Lower Mississippi Valley produced 5.50 inches of rain south of Alexander AR in just ninety minutes, and flash flooding which resulted claimed the life of one woman. Thunderstorms in Indiana produced 4.95 inches of rain in twelve hours east of Muncie. Eight cities in the southwestern U.S. reported record high temps for the date, including Las Vegas NV with a reading of 115 degrees, and Phoenix AZ with a high of 116 degrees. The low that night at Phoenix was 93 degrees.

1994 - Seattle's hottest day ever at 100.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday July 18, 2002.

On this day in ..

1889 - 20 people killed in flash flooding in West Virginia. 19 inches of rain fell in 2 hours and 10 minutes in Rockport. Tygart Creek rose 22 feet in just one hour. Many towns wee wiped away.

1986 - Tornado near Minneapolis would become one of the most photographed ever as the slow moving twister strutted live for the cameras of the KARE news helicopter.

1987 - Eight inches of fresh snow covered the northern Sierra Nevada Range and the temperature at Susanville, California dropped to 17!...the wind chill index on Slide Mountain, Nevada, near Reno was -20 with 52 mph wind gusts.

1996 - Oakfield WI hit by major tornado. The F5 tornado struck Oakfield at 7:15 PM, injuring 17 and destroying 47 of the 320 homes in the town. Damage estimates totaled over $40 million. In addition, 56 homes as well as numerous businesses and churches sustained heavy damage.

1997 - Hurricane warnings were hoisted along the Gulf Coast from Louisiana to Alabama as Hurricane Danny headed toward shore, first brushing southeastern Louisiana where tropical storm force winds and high tides caused severe erosion. Grand Isle LA recorded a wind gust to 95 mph shortly before midnight. 100 mph winds and torrential rains, flattened power lines, damaged or sunk boats and left flooding in its wake.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Wednesday July 17, 2002.

On this day in ..

1934 - The beginning of a major heat wave in Michigan that would claim 679 lives during the last two weeks of the month. 300 people perished from the heat in Detroit alone.

1942 - Early morning excessive rain in north-central Pennsylvania. A total of 30.80 inches in 4-1/2 hours; 34.5 inches storm total by bucket survey, high flood at PA/NY border, 15 dead and a $10 million loss. Smethport received 34.3 inches in a 24-hour period, setting a state record.

1943 - Col. James Duckworth became the first person to fly an airplane into a hurricane. Duckworth took his AT-6 trainer right into the eye of a category 1 hurricane off the Texas coast.

1984 - Corpus Christi sets record high (99) and low (70) for the date on the same day.

1986 - Some of the most amazing tornado video footage was shot on this date in Minneapolis. A traffic helicopter from KARE-TV captured the storm's progress live as it moved slowly across northern Minneapolis during the late afternoon.

1987 - Flood tragedy in Texas. A church bus stalled in rising flood waters from the Gaudalupe River west of Comfort TX. 43 people were swept into the raging waters and 10 people would be drowned. Many survivors were plucked from treetops.

1988 - San Francisco's hottest day ever at 103.

1993 - All-time monthly record rainfall established already at Concordia KS as rainfall records continued to fall across the Midwest during the Great Mississippi Flood of 1993. Total rainfall so far was 13.26; this broke the old record of 11.19 inches. On this date, two inches of rain fell in 12 minutes in Montgomery County, IA. Twelve inches fell in just three hours near Baraboo, WI.

1994 - Atlanta had experienced 14 days in a row with rain - thus tying a record. The whole month of July had 17.71 inches-the wettest month ever in the Georgia capital.

1997 - Tropical Storm Danny strengthens in the Gulf of Mexico off the Louisiana Coast and moves slowly toward land. This marked only the third time in 126 years that four tropical storms had formed so early in the season (1886, 1959 were the other years). The storm would eventually stall over Mobile Bay, dumping incredible amounts of rain on the Alabama coast.

1998 - Tragedy in Papua, New Guinea near Australia as a relatively small earthquake caused three tsunami as high as 45 feet to strike the north coast. Over 2200 people died, many of them never found because they were swept out to sea or devoured by saltwater crocodiles or wild dogs and feared swept out to sea. The waves destroyed five villages along an 18 mile stretch of coastline.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday July 15, 2002.

On this day in ..

1916 - 22.22 inches of rain in 24 hours at Altapass, N.C. to set state record. The heavy rains caused severe flooding across the southern Appalachians. Damage was tremendous, especially to railroads.

1954 - Virginia records its hottest temperature ever at 110F at Balcony Falls.

1980 - Minneapolis MN plagued by severe thunderstorms that produced hail and tornadoes. Over $43 million in damage resulted from the storms. Nearly 100,000 people were without power.

1980 - Memphis TN records its all-time record high temperature reading with 108F.

1985 - First rain in 78 days in Phoenix, AZ.

1988 - Chicago observes record high for the date of 102F. It was the fifth time the century mark had been reached in 1988 in the Windy City.

1992 - Hail nearly 3 inches in diameter in St. Michael, ND.

1995 - A large family of thunderstorms known as a Mesoscale Convective System crossed the Adirondack Mountains and much of eastern New York during the early morning hours on July 15th, producing a very damaging derecho. A derecho is a series of downburst winds of at least 58 mph along a path at least 280 miles long. Derecho comes from a Spanish word which means "straight ahead", as opposed to a tornado, which comes from a Spanish word for "turn". The Adirondack Derecho was produced by thunderstorms which rose to heights of 70,000 feet, moved at forward speeds of 70 mph, produced winds to 106 mph and causing as many as 3000 lightning strikes per hour. Thousands of trees were blown down in the Adirondacks. 3 people were killed.

1998 - 22 of 26 reporting stations in Florida report measurable rain with two inches at Lakeland and one inch at Fort Myers, giving firefighters some much needed assistance in their battle against the Florida wildfires.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday July 14, 2002.

On this day in ..

1934 - New Mexico's hottest (116F) at Oragrande.

1936 - Iowa suffers through its hottest day ever in terms of average temperature. The average high temperature reading at 113 sites in the state was a blistering 108.7F.

1954 - Illinois records its hottest temperature ever (117F) at East St. Louis. Indiana records it hottest ever with 116F at Collegeville. The Show-Me state of Missouri records its hottest reading ever with 118F at Warsaw and Union. .

1995 - Chicago/Midway records its hottest temperature reading ever with 108F. South Bend IN hit 100F and Toledo OH reached 104F for all-time records for both cities.

1998 - Rescuers search for victims and survivors of flash flooding from the

night before in Tennessee. The training thunderstorms dumped 7 inches of

rain in 6 hours in and around Lawrenceburg TN. At least two people were

killed. Bridges were washed out and vehicles swept away.

1998 - Tallahassee FL picks up more rain in two hours than it had in the last

four months.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday July 13, 2002.

On this day in ..

1788 - Two hailstorms about 12 miles apart produced unusually long swaths of

damage from Touraine, France, to Belgium. One path was 10 miles wide by 420

miles long; the other path was 5 miles by 500 miles. A thousand communes in

France were damaged by the storms.

1895 - 3 die at Cherry Hill NJ in a tornado. Another twister strikes the

Harlem and Woodhaven areas of New York City, where 1 person was killed. The

storm ended up as a waterspout over Jamaica Bay.

1936 - Michigan records its hottest temperature ever (112F) at Mio.

Wisconsin's hottest ever (114F) at Wisconsin Dells.

1972 - Lake County Florida - one man killed and two others injured by

lightning as they stood in a field measuring a snake they had just killed.

1975 - Dover DE measures 8.50 inches of rain in 24 hours.

1977 - Lightning struck a key electrical transmission line near Indian Point

NY near New York City, plunging millions into darkness for 24 hours. Looting

resulted in a billion dollar loss.

1980 - Hot Day across the Deep South. Memphis TN sets their all time heat

record with 108 degrees. Atlanta topped out at 105 degrees and

Macon at 108. Newington GA sweltered as the mercury soared to 110 degrees!

Birmingham experienced its hottest day of the heat wave with a reading of

106. Temperatures in Birmingham exceeded 100 for 7 days. Dallas recorded

readings of 100 or greater on 69 days from June 23 to September 6, including

42 consecutive days. 1700 people died because of the heat in the summer of

1980.

1993 - Barrow, Alaska, set an all time record high of 79 degrees.

1995 - At least 17 daily record high temperatures and 3 all time record

highs are recorded as the deadly July 1995 heat wave continues unabated from

the Midwest to the Atlantic coast. All time highs set included 106 at

Chicago and 108 at La Crosse WI. Heat indices soared to well over 120 degrees

in many areas. 550 people dies in Chicago alone from the heat. Extreme heat

and humidity combined for apparent temperatures of 130 degrees in Chicago,

Illinois, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Friday July 12, 2002.

On this day in ..

1842 - One of the most severe hurricanes in the history of the coastal

Carolinas struck the Outer Banks of North Carolina on the evening of the

12th into the 13th. The entire village of Portsmouth was destroyed except

for one building. The storm apparently passed inland near Norfolk VA and

caused massive flooding in Pennsylvania and Virginia.

1951 - Flooding in the Midwest claimed 41 lives, left 200 thousand persons

homeless, and caused a billion dollars property damage. Kansas City was

hardest hit. The central industrial district sustained 870 million dollars

property damage.

1984 - An important reminder about lightning. It does not have to be raining

where you are standing for lightning to strike. Rain was not falling at the

golf course in Tucson AZ where a golfer was struck and killed by an isolated

lightning bolt from a storm three miles away. His partner was also hit but

was uninjured.

1987 - Cool air invaded the High Plains Region. Eight cities reported record

low temperatures for the date, including Sheridan WY with a reading of 37

degrees. Thunderstorms developing along the cold front in the central U.S.

produced 6.5 inches of rain at Fort Dodge IA, and 2.5 inches in one hour at

St Joseph MO.

1988 - 4.5 inch diameter hail in Monango and Fullerton areas of ND. Patio

furniture reportedly looked like it had been beaten with a sledge hammer.

1989 - Rock Springs WY is inundated by 3 feet of water and mud from a slow

moving thunderstorm. One person was killed and $1.5 million in damage.

1993 - The island of Okushiri in Japan was devastated by a tsunami created

by 7.8 magnitude earthquake in the Sea of Japan. 15-30 foot waves started

crashing ashore within minutes after the tremor occurred, sweeping up

people, vehicles and buildings. The maximum wave would be an astounding 90

feet tall! Everything in the tsunamis' path was obliterated. 239 people

died. But the miracle was that the Japan Meteorological Agency's warning was

issued in a timely and effective manner, and a far greater tragedy was

averted.

1996 - Hurricane Bertha makes landfall near Wrightsville Beach, NC with

maximum winds of 105 mph, but the storm surge dealt the most devastation.

Damage totaled $270 million.

1998 - The temperature at DFW airport in Dallas/Ft. Worth TX rose to 100

degrees making it the hottest day of 1998, as well as the hottest day of the

1990s. Dallas saw the temperature go to 100 or hotter on 56 days during the

summer of 1998. There were 39 nights that the mercury never dropped below

80. The all-time record high for Dallas was set in 1980, when the

temperature reached 113 on June 26th and 27th.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday July 11, 2002.

On this day in ..

1888 - Colorado records its hottest temperature ever (118F) at Bennett CO.

1888 - July snow covered the peaks of the Green Mountains in Vermont and

snow was reported nearly to the base of Mt. Washington in New Hampshire.

1936 - Unbelievable heat in the Mid Atlantic states. Following state

all-time heat records fell on this date: 111 at Phoenixville PA; 112 at

Martinsburg WV; 109 at Frederick and Cumberland MD; and 110 at Runyon NJ.

1961 - The Major League Baseball All Star game at Candlestick Park in San

Francisco was buffeted by strong winds. The National League won the windy

contest, 5-4 in 10 innings.

1987 - Severe thunderstorm winds collapsed a large circus tent sheltering

1200 people in Howard, Wisconsin, injuring 44 people.

1988 - Flash flooding on the Monongahela River in western Pennsylvania caused the river to rise 32 feet in less than 24 hours.

1990 - Most costly hailstorm in U.S. history along the Front Range of the Colorado Rockies. Affected area extended from Estes Park to Colorado Springs. Baseball size hail stripped trees, battered cars and knocked out utilities to thousands. Denver was hard hit. Total damage $625 million.

1993 - The Great Midwest Flood continues: flood waters close the Des Moines,

Iowa water treatment plant, leaving the city's 250,000 residents without

water for 12 days.

1995 - Winds to 86 mph damaged several small airplanes and buildings in

Barstow, Florida.

1949 - Thousands of fish, averaging 4 inches long, fell onto a 10 acre field

in Hastings, New Zealand.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday July 9, 2002.

On this day in ..

1936 - 106 at Central Park in New York. This reading would stand as the hottest temperature ever in New York City until 1966 when the mercury topped out at 107 at LaGuardia Airport.

1968 - Columbus, Mississippi records 15.68 inches of rain in 24 hours to set the record for Mississippi.

1979 - Hurricane Bob is born in the Gulf of Mexico, becoming the first Atlantic Hurricane of record to be given a male name.

1982 - Wind shear causes the crash of Pam Am flight 759 after takeoff from New Orleans International Airport. 145 people on the plane and 8 people on the ground are killed.

1982 - Unusual freeze at Cheyenne WY. Streets were icy.

1987 - 33rd consecutive 100 plus degree temperature day in Tucson AZ,

breaking the record. Strangely enough, the morning low was a record 68

degrees, the 4th record breaking low in the past five days.

1987 - A tornado strikes a commercial dog kennel near Munising MI. One of

the hapless pups was found 1/2 miles away in a tree top, unhurt.

1993 - Eleven inches of rain fell overnight in Scranton IA. Much of the

downtown of Davenport IA was under water as the Great Flood of 1993 raged

on.

1996 - Hurricane Bertha becomes a major hurricane north of Puerto Rico, with

115 mph winds, the first of six major hurricanes that year. The storm would

later threaten Florida and eventually make landfall in North Carolina on

July 12th, near Wrightsville Beach.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday June 11, 2002.

On this day in ..

1842 - Late season snow in northern New England. 11 inches of snow in

Berlin NH and 10 inches in Irasburg VT. The higher peaks of the Appalachians

were whitened as far south as Maryland.

1972 - Normally arid Phoenix AZ records 1.64 inches of rain on this

date, a record one day rainfall amount for the any month of June in their

history.

1977 - The temperature at Los Angeles soared to 112 degrees. It would

have been sufficient to set the all-time record high temperature for the

city, but official records did not begin until 20 days later.

1984 - Thunderstorm downbursts (straight-line winds) often have winds

exceeding those produced by some tornadoes. A downburst estimated to be 160

mph blew a home near Rowena, South Dakota, totally off its foundation and

scattered debris for several miles, killing two people.

1987 - More torrential rains in south Texas. Harris County Texas saw 12

inches of rain. Major flooding was reported in Val Verde County, where 7

feet of water covered Highway 189.

1988 - 48 degrees at El Dorado AR was just one of 30 record lows

reported over the central and eastern portions of the country. The mercury

dipped to 30 degrees at New Caanan and Thomas WV.

1989 - A tornado ripped the roof of a restaurant at Bee Branch AR. A car

was tossed into the diner and another tossed over the building. 6 people

were injured.

1990 - Costliest Hailstorm in U.S. history occurs as $625 million of

damage is caused along the Colorado Front Range from Colorado Springs to

Estes Park. Golf to baseball sized hail falls along with heavy rain. 60

people are injured in the storm.

1993 - The first federal Disaster Declaration is issued for parts of

Minnesota hard ht by the beginning stages of the Great Midwest Flood of

1993. By August, parts of nine states are declared disaster areas. The

entire state of Iowa was declared a disaster area. The flood was the worst

this century in the U.S. Damage totaled almost $20 billion. More than 50,000

homes were damaged or destroyed.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday June 10, 2002.

On this day in ..

1752 - This is believed to be the date that Ben Franklin did his famous kite

experiment during a thunderstorm to determine if lightning and electricity

were related. Luckily, he lived to tell of the results.

1957 - A dust devil at North Yarmouth MA lifted a 1000 pound chicken house

into the air and carried it 25 feet, depositing it on the ground with only

slight damage.

1958 - Stormy weather in El Dorado KS. A woman was sucked through the window

of her house and blown sixty feet. She landed beside a broken phonograph

record, entitled appropriately: "Stormy Weather."

1988 - Williston ND recorded their seventh record high temperature in eight

days with a sizzling 105 degrees.

1995 - The temperature at Yakutat AK soared to 87 degrees for its hottest

temperature ever.

1997 - Many cars were afloat in the southern suburbs of Miami, Florida,

early this morning with people trapped in them. The intersection of SW 87th

St. and Kendall Drive had 2 feet of water covering it. Water was waist deep

in some spots. Rainfall amounts included: Tamiami Airport, Florida 6.99

inches and 9.83 inches at Homestead, Florida

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday June 9, 2002.

On this day in ..

1953 - New England's deadliest tornado disaster occurs at Worcester,

Massachusetts. Northern part of city hardest hit. 90 people die and 1,300

are injured along 46-mile path. Winds are estimated to have reached 250 mph

at Holden, Mass. 4000 buildings destroyed or damaged. 10,000 left homeless.

At the time it was the most costly tornado in U.S. history with over $53

million in damage. Rated at F4, the tornado was spawned from a classic

supercell thunderstorm. Debris from the tornado fell in Boston.

1966 - Hurricane Alma made landfall over the eastern Florida Panhandle to

become the earliest landfalling U.S. hurricane on record.

1972 - 10 to 15 inches of rain fell over an area of just 60 square miles of

the Black Hills in and around Rapid City, South Dakota, causing the Canyon

Lake dam to give way at 10:45 p.m., sending a flood of rushing water down

already swollen Rapid Creek. Even though heroic evacuation orders from the

city's mayor came at 10:40 p.m., many in the town had just precious minutes

to flee to safety as the crest of the flood struck around 11 p.m. Much of

the town lay in the flood plain and the devastation was incredible. Fires

were ignited from severed gas mains. 238 people were killed and 2932 injured

in the flood and thousands of families were left homeless. Damage totaled

$165 million. Now Canyon Lake is dammed once again and the flood plain is a

series of parks, golf courses and bike paths, which should minimize damage

from future floods.

1985 - Sacramento CA records first of 8 consecutive high temperatures above

100 degrees. On six of the days the high would be above 105!

1987 - Lightning strikes huge mountain of tires near Denver CO. Nearly two

million tires burn out of the six million stored there.

1988 - Hail from severe thunderstorms in North Carolina caused 5 million

dollars in property damage and 60 million dollars in crop damage.

1989 - This tornado did not stop to pay the toll. After causing some damage

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, it crossed the Delaware River, passing over

part of the Ben Franklin Bridge. It did not damage the bridge, but did drop

a lot of debris on it.

1989 - 15.34 inches of rain deluge Milton FL.

1990 - 0.38 of an inch of rain fell on this date in San Diego CA, which

might not sound like much. But in the dry season, it was enough to shatter

the old 24-hour rainfall record. The rare precipitation was the result of

dying Hurricane Boris.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday June 8, 2002.

On this day in ..

1816 - Danville, VT - Famous June snow; snow/sleet drifted to 20 inches,

highlands white all day, severe frost. Waltham had a low of 33 degrees. The

mercury dropped to 35 at New Haven.

1885 - A killing frost at Fargo, North Dakota; none has occurred since.

1951 - Tornadoes were caught on film for the first time ever in the United

States near Corn, Oklahoma.

1953 - The worst tornado in Michigan's history struck Flint. It was a 1/2

mile wide and killed 116 people. It was rated an F5 on the Fujita scale.

This was the last single tornado in the United States to kill over 100

people. The death toll makes it is the worst tornado in Michigan history.

200 homes were destroyed on Coldwater Road. Entire families perished.

1966 - Legend said that Burnett's Mound would always protect the city of

Topeka, Kansas from tornadoes. On this date in 1966, that legend was

debunked when an F5 tornado destroyed a large part of Topeka. Entire

neighborhoods were destroyed. 820 homes were destroyed. 16 people were

killed. The twister passed directly over Burnett's Mound. It was the first

tornado to produce 100 million in damage.

1974 - Tornado outbreak in Oklahoma and Kansas. 26 twisters were reported,

22 in Oklahoma and 4 in Kansas. Drumright, OK was hit by an F4 tornado that

killed 12 people. The NWS office at Will Rogers Field in Oklahoma City was

damaged by the storm. Two F3 tornadoes ravaged the city of Tulsa. 10 inches

of rain also fell.

1977 - A hailstorm up to 7 miles wide in southeastern Wisconsin covered the

ground for 80 miles. Snowplows needed to clear the roads.

1982 - Kansas and Missouri - Violent early morning thunderstorms produce

wind gusts to 80 mph, which caused considerable structural damage and power

outages in Topeka and Kansas City, Missouri. Worst storm in many years.

1983 - Record lows of 28 in Sault St. Marie, Michigan and 30 in Alpena,

Michigan.

1989 - A swarm of 17 tornadoes struck southeastern Louisiana and the Gulf

Coast during the early morning hours. Two of the tornadoes were rated as

F2s. 60 people were injured in one of the tornadoes. 2 people were killed.

One injured ten people at Orange Beach AL. Winds gusted to 90 mph at Mobile

AL where three people were killed. 60 people were injured at Baton Rouge LA

by an F2 tornado.

1995 - At Crane, Texas, 4-inch diameter hail fell for 10 minutes (quite a bombardment).

1995 - On the last day of Project Vortex, an extensive tornado research project, the chase team observed an incredible outbreak of 21 tornadoes across the north Texas Panhandle. Five of the twisters were rated as F4s. An F4 twister that killed 7 people hard hit the town of Pampa. The tornado observed near Allison TX was reported to be one of the most menacing ever witnessed. Project Vortex included 20 vehicles, a P3 aircraft and a state-of-the-art truck-mounted Doppler radar.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Friday June 7, 2002.

On this day in ..

1816 - 20 inches of snow and sleet at Danville VT. Snow flurries reported as far south as Boston. Waltham MA recorded a low temperature of 33 degrees and New Haven CT recorded 35 degrees.

1972 - Richmond VA records its worst flood of record from the remnants of Hurricane Agnes. The water level at the city locks reached 36.5 feet, considerably higher than the 1771 level of 30 feet.

1984 - A major outbreak of tornadoes across the Upper Midwest. 21 of them occurred in Iowa. The small town of Wright Iowa was nearly wiped out by an F4 tornado that killed 2. Barneveld, Wisconsin was hard hit shortly before midnight by an F5 tornado. 9 people were killed and 197 injured. 90 percent of the town was damaged or destroyed.

1989 - A Suriname Airways DC-8 crashed into the jungle during its third attempt to land in a thick fog which shrouded the Paramaribo, Suriname Airport. Fifteen of the 183 on board the aircraft survived.

1998 - The forecast for tonight: Sunny and warm. That's right. At least in Barrow AK on the Arctic Ocean when the late spring and early summer brings all night sunshine. On this date, the high temperature rose to a record 51 degrees with a gusty land breeze.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Thursday June 6, 2002.

On this day in ..

1816 - 92 degrees at Salem MA. But the temperature would plunge to 49 degrees 24 hours later. This would mark the beginning of the "Year without a summer."

1869 - Snail shells fall from the sky at Chester, Pennsylvania during a rain shower.

1894 - Half of the business district of Portland OR destroyed by a major flood on the Williamette River.

1916 - Tornado outbreak in Arkansas and Mississippi; 83 of 125 killed at Warren, Arkansas.

1925 - Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia, PA both reached 100 degrees -- earliest on record.

1937 - Dome Lake in the Bighorn Mountains, MT, buried under 32 inches of snow.

1966 - Hurricane Alma made landfall over the eastern Florida Panhandle becoming the earliest hurricane to make landfall on the US Mainland.

1975 - Rare anticyclonic tornado observed near Alva OK.

1977 - Severe thunderstorms strike the Norfolk VA area. A 42-foot fishing boat capsized near the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. 13 of the 27 person aboard were drowned.

1984 - An unseasonable storm buried portions of the Colorado Rockies between the 5th and the 8th with as much as 2 feet of snow (18 inches in 24 hours ending on the 7th at Climax; their storm total was 22.3 inches). June storm records set included 3 inches at Eagle, 15.5 inches at Aspen, and 16 inches at Breckenridge.

1990 - F3 tornado destroys 80 percent of the central business district of Limon CO. 228 homes and trailers were destroyed or damaged. 90 percent of the homes in Limon sustained damage from hail that measured 2.5 inches in diameter.

1992 - 6-8 inches of rain in areas of West Virginia resulted in mudslides.

1997 - Record low maximum temperatures for the date included 65 in Charleston SC where over 7 inches of rain fell in day-long thunderstorms.  The high in Raleigh NC was only 59, tying the record all-time coldest June maximum temperature for that location. Atlanta GA tied their record low for the date with 53 degrees and Tulsa OK broke the record for the date with a cold morning low of 53 degrees.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Wednesday June 5, 2002.

On this day in ..

1859 - Frost reported from Iowa to New England. 2 inches of snow fell in Ohio. Temperatures plummeted to the middle 20s in Ohio.

1908 - 3.67 inches of rain fell at Helena MT, establishing their all time 24 hour rainfall record.

1916 - Warren AR devastated by a tornado that killed 83 people. 125 people lost their lives across Missouri and Arkansas in the outbreak.

1917 - Giant disk-shaped hailstones 6 to 10 inches in diameter and two to three inches thick? The hailstones came from a large severe thunderstorm that also produced a tornado.

1976 - The Teton Dam in Idaho collapsed, killing 11 people.

1987 - Unseasonable thunderstorms on the 5th and 6th produced flash flooding, power outages, and many lightning induced fires in Los Angeles County of southern California, particularly in the Antelope Valley. Over half a million people were without power, some until the morning of the 8th.

1987 - Major flooding in south Texas. Guadelupe River 18 feet above flood stage at Ceuro TX.

1987 - 34 degrees this morning at International Falls MN. Record highs of 94 degrees reported in the afternoon at Williston ND and Glasgow MT.

1988 - Unseasonably cold in the East. 40 degrees at Asheville NC established a record for the date. 19 other cities also recorded record lows, while 15 cities in the northern part of the country established record highs for the date, including Glasgow MT, where their reading of 108 degrees also established an all-time record for June.

1993 - An unusually strong late spring storm moved into California. Los Angeles reported .76 inches of rain to establish a new rainfall record for the date. Mammoth Mountain Ski Area received over 12 inches of snow. 3.24 inches of rain fell in 24 hours at Lake Gregory.

1995 - Hurricane Allison makes landfall on Florida coast with winds of 75 mph. Hardest hit was Dixie County, but damage was relatively minor.

1998 - Numerous trees and power lines were blown down across the city of Hattiesburg MS blocking many of the roads and highways. Winds heavily damaged twenty-five homes and twenty-five mobile homes. Forty-five people were injured and two people were killed. The two fatalities were both in automobiles that ran into falling trees or the trees fell on them.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Tuesday June 4, 2002.

On this day in ..

1825 - East Coast - Early season hurricane from Cuba to New England. Great shipping losses on the coast. Much damage at Charleston on the 3rd and New York Harbor on the 4th.

1885 - Pittsburgh, PA & Cleveland, OH - Heavy rains (about 10 inches) caused serious floods.

1982 - Major 4 day storm in New England brings 14 inches of rainfall to southern Connecticut. 23 dams were breached and 2 failed. $276 million in damage resulted from the flooding.

1985 - Southeast - The heat wave continues. Lakeland, FL sets an all-time record high of 102 degrees.

1998 - The temperature at Williston ND dropped to 26 degrees to establish a monthly record for June. The mercury dropped to 24 degrees in Tower MN as winter made one last curtain call across the northern Plains. 2-3 inches of snow fell in South Dakota and 7 inches fell in Wyoming.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Monday June 3, 2002.

On this day in ..

1860 - The Great Camanche Tornado or the Great Tornado of the Northwest was actually a family of twisters that moved across Iowa and Illinois. It was one of the most damaging tornado families ever to strike the US and resulted in more farm fatalities than any other tornado except for the TriState tornado. The town of Camanche Iowa on the Mississippi River was completely destroyed. A total of 175 people were killed and 329 were injured. Total damage $945,000.

1905 - Seattle WA records its heaviest ever June 24 hour rainfall with 1.42 inches.

1921 - Cloudburst near Pike Peak CO resulted in 120 fatalities. The Arkansas River flooded at Pueblo CO. A 25-foot wall of water killed 70 people. There were reliable reports of 14 inches of rain at Boggs Flat, 10 miles southwest of Pueblo, where a hard surface road through nearly level country was washed out to a depth of 7 feet.

1959 - 18 inches of hail accumulates at Selden KS. Total damage from the hail $500,000. Crops were completely destroyed. Hail fell for 85 minutes.  Temperature dropped from 80 degrees prior to the storm to 38 degrees at the height of the storm.

1980 - The Grand Island, NE area is plagued by a slow moving supercell thunderstorm that produced 7 tornadoes in three hours. One of the twisters was an F4 while 3 others were F3. 5 fatalities and 193 injuries resulted from the storm. Damage exceeded $300 million.

1987 - Five to six inch rains across South Texas cap a six-day flooding event that caused over $500 million in damage.

1988 - 14 cities record high temperatures for the date across the Southern Plains.

1989 - 169 reports of large hail and damaging winds across the Southern Plains. Softball size hail reported at Monahans, Childress and Groesbeck TX.

1995 - Just three days into the 1995 Atlantic Hurricane Season, Allison formed in the Caribbean and moved northward toward the Florida coast, making landfall near Alligator Point early on June 5th. This was only the beginning. The 1995 Atlantic Hurricane Season will go down in the record books as the second busiest hurricane season since 1871. There were a total of 19 named storms, 11 of which reached hurricane strength. Only in 1933, with 21 known storms, did the number of tropical cyclones surpass 1995's count.

1997 - A chilly day in the East... high temperature at Philadelphia International Airport was only 59 degrees, tying a record-low maximum for the date set back in 1881. The mercury in Middletown, Pa. only rose to 58 degrees, breaking the record-low maximum for the date of 59 set back in 1915. The nations Capitol, Washington D.C. only reached 58 degrees, breaking the old record-low maximum of 59 set back in 1915. In Williamsport, Pa., the high temperature of 52 tied the old record-low maximum, which was set in back in 1945. Central Park in New York City only reached 61 degrees.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Sunday June 2, 2002.

On this day in ..

1889 - Major flooding on the Potomac in Washington. A span of the Long Bridge was washed away. Streets near the river flooded. The crest was not equaled again until 1936.

1917 - Tribune KS drops to 30 degrees to establish the state record low temperature for June.

1949 - Tornado describes a circle one mile in radius around the town of Alfalfa OK.

1989 - 120 mph wind gusts at Fitchburg MA produce $5 million in damage.

1990 - Tornado outbreak in Midwest, Great Lakes and Ohio Valley. It was the largest tornado outbreak since the superoutbreak in 1974. 66 tornadoes observed. 7 of the tornadoes were rated F4 on the Fujita scale. Indiana had 37 of the twisters with 8 fatalities.

1994 - A tsunami struck East Java with a maximum wave height of 14 meters.  238 people were killed. More than 4000 people lost their lives due to tsunamis worldwide in the 1990s.

1998 - The strongest tornado in modern Maryland history skipped for 15 miles through the mountainous countryside near Frostburg, destroying at least 30 buildings and damaging 100 others. The F4 storm narrowly missed the city's downtown business district about 945 PM. No deaths or serious injuries were reported in Frostburg, due to ample warnings on television and radio and through emergency sirens. Two people were killed by a tornado in rural northeastern Pennsylvania.

1970 - 5.01 inches of rain fell in 24 hours at Buffalo NY to establish an all-time record for the location.

Welcome to The Weather Notebook for Saturday June 1, 2002.

On this day in ..

1812 - Apple trees finally blossom at New Haven CT; the latest that event had occurred since 1794. Snow also whitened the ground at Cleveland OH and Rochester NY.

1903 - Major tornado strikes Gainesville and New Holland, Georgia. 50 people were killed at the Gainesville Cotton Mill, where 250 children were employed on the top floor of the five-story structure. Total fatalities 104. 180 injured.

1969 - For about 3 seconds, a brilliantly white and apparently spherical ball of fire occurred at tree-top height, vividly lighting the area near the Cabin John Bridge exit of the Capital Beltway in Maryland, just northwest of Washington, D.C. It was ball lightning from a thunderstorm.

1980 - A blind man in Falmouth MA had his sight restored when he was struck by lightning. He had been blind and partially deaf since a truck accident in 1971.

1986 - A large amount of hail fell on this date across central and northeast New England. 4-inch hailstones fell at Cumberland County, Maine. 6 inches of hail accumulated at Naples, Maine.

1987 - Two inches of hail destroy 5000 acres or corn and soybeans north of Danville IL. Baseball size hail was reported in Danville.

1988 - 14 inches of rain in Comanche County, Texas.

1990 - An especially violent tornado in West Texas strikes the Bakersville Valley area. 2 killed, 21 injured. Some remarkable damage included 300 feet of blacktop being ripped off of a road and two 90-ton oil tanks being blown 3 miles. They were then blown 600 feet up the side of a mountain. $35 million in damage resulted from the tornado.

1998 - Wildfires burn out of control in Florida as the state baked in an extended dry period. Over 1300 fires burned in every county in the state but one.

