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Today's Weather Trivia
Jan 1, 1864

Snow, gales and severe cold hit the Midwest.  It was the most 

bitter New Year's day of record with afternoon highs of 16 below 

zero at Chicago IL and 25 below at Minneapolis MN.

.end

Jan 2, 1910

A great flood in Utah and Nevada washed out 100 miles of railroad 

between Salt Lake City UT and Los Angeles CA causing seven 

million dollars damage.

.end

Jan 3, 1990

A winter storm in the southwestern U.S. spread snow across

Colorado and New Mexico.  Heavy snow fell in southwestern

Colorado, with 13 inches reported at Wolf Creek Pass.  Snow

spread into the Central Plains Region during the day, with six

inches reported at Garden City Kansas.

IN 1998...One half to one inch of ice accumulated causing 

numerous accidents over parts of south central Kansas.

.end

Jan 4, 1971

A blizzard raged from Kansas to Wisconsin, claiming 27 lives in 

Iowa.  Winds reached 50 mph, and the storm produced up to 20 

inches of snow.

.end

Jan 5, 1982

A three day rainstorm in the San Francisco area finally came to 

an end.  Marin and Cruz counties were drenched with up to 25 

inches of rain, and the Sierra Nevada Range was buried under 

four to eight  feet of snow.  The storm claimed at least 36 lives, 

and caused more than 300 million dollars damage.

.end

Jan 6, 1988

It was a bad day for chickens.  Heavy snow in Arkansas, with 

totals ranging up to 16 inches at Heber Springs, claimed the 

lives of 3.5 million chickens, and snow and ice up to three 

inches thick claimed the lives of another 1.75 million chickens 

in north central Texas.  Up to 18 inches of snow blanketed 

Oklahoma, with Oklahoma City reporting a record 12 inches of 

snow in 24 hours.

.end

Jan 7, 1873

A blizzard raged across the Great Plains.  Many pioneers, 

unprepared for the cold and snow, perished in southwestern 

Minnesota and northwestern Iowa.

.end

Jan 8, 1987

A winter storm moving out of the Southern Rockies into the

Central Plains produced 14 inches of snow at Red River New

Mexico, and 17 inches in the Wolf Creek ski area of Colorado. 

Wichita Kansas was blanketed with seven inches of snow.

IN 1993...An area of heavy snow moved into the southwest Kansas 

area from the Oklahoma Panhandle.  Heavy snow began across southwest

Kansas late Friday afternoon and continued into Saturday morning. 

Snowfall of 10 to 12 inches was reported in Stafford, Pratt, and

Barber counties.  Other snowfall amounts included 10 inches at

Larned, 8 inches in Dodge City, Garden City, and Syracuse, and 8

to 9 inches in Edwards, Kiowa, and Comanche counties. 

.end

Jan 9, 1987

A winter storm spread heavy snow from the Central Plains into the

Great Lakes Region.  Heavier totals included 9 inches at Sun City

Kansas, 7 inches at Columbia Missouri, 11 inches at Terre Haute

Indiana, and up to 10 inches in the southern suburbs of Chicago

Illinois.

IN 1993...A big snowstorm dumped 17.2 inches of snow on Topeka 

KS in 24 hours.

.end

Jan 10, 1975

The storm of the Century hit Minnesota.  A severe blizzard moved

from south to north producing up to two feet of snow.  High winds

drove wind chill readings to 80 degrees below zero, and at Duluth

Minnesota the barometric pressure dipped to 28.55 inches.  The storm,

which claimed 35 lives, occurred on the 102nd anniversary of the

infamous Pioneer Blizzard in Minnesota.

.end

Jan 11, 1972

Downslope winds hit the eastern slopes of the Rockies in northern

Colorado and southeastern Wyoming.  Boulder Colorado reported

wind gusts to 143 mph and twenty five million dollars property

damage.

.end

Jan 12, 1888

A sharp cold front swept southward from the Dakotas to Texas

in just 24 hours spawning a severe blizzard over the Great

Plains.  More than 200 pioneers perished in the storm.  Sub zero

temperatures and mountainous snow drifts killed tens of thousands

of cattle.

.end

Jan 13, 1886

A great blizzard struck the state of Kansas without warning. 

The storm claimed 50 to 100 lives, and eighty percent of the

cattle in the state.  

IN 1989...Friday the 13th was bad luck primarily for the south 

central U.S. as an upper level weather disturbance spread a 

mixture of snow and sleet and freezing rain across Texas and 

Oklahoma.  Snowfall totals in central Oklahoma ranged up to 8.5 

inches at Norman.

.end

Jan 14, 1882

Southern California's greatest snow occurred on this date.  

Fifteen inches blanketed San Bernardino, and even San Diego 

reported a trace of snow.

.end

Jan 15, 1852

Between January 15th and February 24th a total of 1,378 rairoad 

cars were drawn by horses across the frozen Susquehanna River to 

engines waiting at Havre De Grace MD.

.end

Jan 16, 1987

A winter storm produced a total of 61 inches of snow at Rye

Colorado, and wind gusts to 100 mph in Utah.  The storm then

spread heavy snow from the Texas panhandle to Indiana.  Tulia

Texas received 16 inches of snow, and up to 14 inches was

reported in western Oklahoma.

IN 2001...Snow spread across southwestern Kansas from west to 

east.  The heaviest snowfall occurred south of a Larned to 

Hugoton line and north of a Meade to Macksville line.  Six to 

10 inches was common.  Eleven inches was recorded near Elkhart, 

15 inches in Johnson and 16 inches in Syracuse.

.end

Jan 17, 1993

A band of convective snow showers moved to the north across

southwest Kansas.  The showers became stationary across the

northern portion of the area during the early evening hours. 

Snowfall reports of four to seven inches were reported from

Kinsley to Jetmore to Garden City.

IN 1996...Strong winds blew into southwest Kansas during the 

afternoon pulling wind chill temperatures to minus 45 degrees, 

downing tree limbs, damaging and lifting roofs, pushing semi 

trucks and trailers over, and causing power outages and furnace 

problems.  Peak wind gusts throughout the area ranged from 60 

to 75 mph.  A semi truck and trailer was blown over by a gust of 

wind 24 miles east of Garden City on Highway 156.  Both lanes of 

traffic were blocked on Highway 54 two miles west of Meade by a 

semi that rolled over.  

.end

Jan 18, 1987

A storm in the south central United States blanketed Oklahoma

City with eight inches of snow, their highest total since 1948. 

Snowfall totals in Oklahoma ranged up to 13 inches at Gage, with

drifts five feet high.  Roof collapses across the state resulted

in seven million dollars damage.

IN 1990...Heavy snow fell over extreme western Kansas for a 24 hour

period from the evening of the 18th through the evening of the

19th.  Snowfall amounts ranged from 11 inches in Dodge City to 15

inches west of Garden City.

.end

Jan 19, 1883

The low of 20 degrees below zero established the record low

for the month of January at Dodge City.

IN 1993...A strong storm system moved out of the southern rockies 

into the southwest Kansas area.  Snowfall amounts of 6 inches were

reported in Haskell, Gray, Seward, and Meade counties.

.end

Jan 20, 1937

This was the wettest Inaugural Day of record with 1.77 inches of 

rain in 24 hours.  Temperatures were only in the 30s as Franklin 

D. Roosevelt was sworn in for his second term.

IN 1943...Strange vertical antics took place in the Black Hills of 

South Dakota.  While the temperature at Deadwood was a frigid 16 

degrees below zero, the town of Lead, just a mile and a half away, 

but 600 feet higher in elevation, reported a balmy 52 degrees.

.end 

Jan 21, 1983

Record snow fell in western Texas.  16.8 inches fell at Lubbock 

and this broke the old record of 14.8 inches for snowfall in a 

single storm.  Dalhart measured 15 inches and Plainview was buried 

under 18 inches.

.end

Jan 22, 1943

Chinook winds during the early morning hours caused the temperature 

at Spearfish SD to rise from 4 below zero to 45 above in just two 

minutes, the most dramatic rise in world weather records.  An hour 

and a half later the mercury plunged from 54 above to 4 below zero 

in 27 minutes.

.end

Jan 23, 1988

Northeastern Colorado experienced its most severe windstorm

in years.  A wind gust to 92 mph was recorded at Boulder Colorado

before the anemometer blew away, and in the mountains, a wind

gust to 120 mph was reported at Mines Peak.  The high winds blew

down a partially constructed viaduct east of Boulder, as nine

unanchored concrete girders, each weighing forty five tons, were

blown off their supports.

.end

Jan 24, 1916

The temperature at Browning Montana plunged 100 degrees in 24

hours, from 44 above to 56 below zero.  It was a record 24 hour

drop for the United States.

.end

Jan 25, 1821

The Hudson River was frozen solid during the midst of the coldest 

winter in 41 years.  Thousands of persons crossed the ice from New 

York City to New Jersey, and refreshment taverns were set up in the 

middle of the river to warm pedestrians.

.end

Jan 26, 1983

The California coast was battered by a storm which produced record 

high tides, 32 foot waves, and mudslides, causing millions of 

dollars damage.  The storm then moved east and dumped four feet of 

snow on Lake Tahoe.

.end

Jan 27, 2001

Snow began falling around noon in the far southwest corner of

Kansas and spread northeast during the day.  The snow continued

into the pre dawn hours on the 28th.  More than four inches fell

in all areas.  A large area of greater than six inches fell south

of a line from Syracuse to Dighton to Jetmore to far southeast

Ellis county.  This area of heavier snow was north of a line from

Ashland to Saint John.  Two pockets of 10 to 14 inches fell from

Elkhart to Sublette and from Kinsley to Larned.

.end

Jan 28, 1922

The Knickerbocker storm immobolized the city of Washington

D.C.  The storm produced 28 inches of snow in 32 hours, and the

heavy snow caused the roof of the Knickerbocker movie theater to

collapse killing 96 persons.

.end

Jan 29, 1989

Bitter cold air continued to pour into Alaska.  The temperature 

at McGrath dipped to 63 degrees below zero.  Strong winds blowing 

through the Alaska Range between Fairbanks and Anchorage produced 

a wind chill reading of 120 degrees below zero at Cantwell.

.end

Jan 30, 1780

On the coldest morning of a severe winter the mercury dipped to 

16 degrees below zero at New York City, and reached 20 degrees below 

zero at Hartford CT.  New York Harbor was frozen for five weeks, 

allowing a heavy cannon to be taken across the ice to fortify the 

British on Staten Island.

.end

Jan 31, 1911

Tamarack California was without snow the first eight days of

the month, but by the end of January, they had been buried under 390

inches of snow, a record monthly total for the United States.

IN, 1989...The high of 80 degrees established the record high for 

the month of January at Dodge City.

.end
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Today's Weather Trivia
Feb 1, 1989  

Arctic air invaded the central United States.  Russell Kansas,

the hot spot in the nation the previous day with a high of 84

degrees, reported a morning low of 12 degrees.

IN 1951...The greatest ice storm of record in the US produced 

a layer of ice up to 4 inches thick from Texas to Pennsylvania 

causing 25 deaths, 500 serious injuries, and 100 million dollars 

damage. Communications and utilities were interrupted for a week 

to 10 days.

IN 1963...The high of 86 degrees established the record high for 

the month of February at Dodge City.

.end

Feb 2, 1956

A record snowstorm in New Mexico and west Texas began on

Groundhog's Day.  The storm produced 15 inches of snow at

Roswell, NM and up to 33 inches in the Texas Panhandle.

IN 1996...Bitterly cold Arctic air combined with gusty northerly 

winds brought wind chill readings to around 40 degrees below 

zero during the early morning hours across southwest Kansas.  

Dodge City reported morning lows of minus 8 on the 2nd, minus 9 

on the 3rd, and minus 8 on the 4th.

.end

Feb 3, 1988

Arctic air continued to invade the central US.  The temperature 

at Midland TX plunged from a record high of 80 degrees to 37 

degrees in just three hours.  Morning lows in the higher 

elevations of Wyoming were as cold as 38 degrees below zero.  

Heavy snow blanketed southwestern Colorado, with 16 inches 

reported at Steamboat Springs.

.end

Feb 4, 1964

A great blizzard was in progress across the Texas Panhandle. 

This blizzard, which began on the 2nd and ended on the 5th, dumped

26 inches of snow on Borger, 23.8 inches on Miami, and 23.5

inches on Claude.

.end

Feb 5, 1887

San Francisco experienced its greatest snowstorm of record.  Nearly 

four inches was reported in downtown San Francisco, and the western 

hills of the city received seven inches.  Excited crowds went on a 

snowfall throwing rampage.

.end

Feb 6, 1807

This day was known as the famous "Cold Friday" in the Midwest and 

South.  The temperature did not rise above zero in Ohio and Kentucky.

.end

Feb 7, 1861

The temperature at Gouverneur NY bottomed out at 40 degrees below 

zero, a drop of 70 degrees in one day.  Two days later the mercury 

hit 55 degrees.

.end

Feb 8, 1835

A severe cold wave gripped the southeastern US.  The temperature 

dipped to 8 above at Jacksonville FL, and to zero at Savannah GA.  

Orange trees were killed to the roots.

.end

Feb 9, 1933

The temperature at Moran WY, located next to Teton National Park, 

plunged to 63 degrees below zero to establish a state record.  The 

temperature at the Riverside Ranger Station in Montana dipped to 66 

below zero to establish a record for the state, and a record for 

the nation which stood until 1954.

.end 

Feb 10, 1993 

In northwest Kansas, snow began about midday, became heavy during

the afternoon and overnight hours of the 10th and 11th, before

completely ending by late evening on the 11th.  Five to ten

inches of snowfall was common with winds up to 50 mph causing

severe blowing and drifting.  Some snow drifts reached 5 feet and

wind chills of 20 to 50 below were common.  Many schools and a

part of interstate 70 were closed.

.end

Feb 11, 1899

Perhaps the greatest of all arctic outbreaks commenced on this 

date.  The temperature plunged to 61 degrees below zero in 

Montana.  At the same time a "Great Eastern Blizzard" left a 

blanket of snow from Georgia to New Hampshire.  The state of 

Virginia took the brunt of the storm, with snowfall totals 

averaging 30 to 40 inches.

.end

Feb 12, 1899 

The low of 26 below zero established the all time low for Dodge

City.  It was the coldest morning ever in the eastern Great

Plains and eastern Texas. Kansas City Missouri bottomed out at 22

degrees below zero. Fort Worth Texas dropped to 8 degrees below.

Camp Clark Nebraska recorded 47 degrees below zero.

IN 1995...Heavy snow fell across a large part of southwest Kansas. 

Heaviest snow was in an area bounded by Scott City, Dighton,

Ness City, and Larned to Jetmore and Garden City where 8 to 12

inches were recorded.  Four to eight inches fell elsewhere.  In

west central Kansas, 6 to 12 inches were reported at Sharon

Springs, Leoti, and Tribune.

.end

Feb 13, 1905 

The record low temperature for the state of Kansas was recorded

at Lebanon with 40 degrees below zero. 

.end

Feb 14, 1991 

Strong winds caused a blackout from dust over much of western

Kansas.  The visibility decreased to zero for several hours

during the day, forcing the closing of interstate 70 west of

Russell.  A 33 car pileup occurred about 7 miles east of Goodland

resulting in several injuries but no fatalities.

IN 1993...A strong storm system that moved out of the southern 

Rockies combined with an Arctic cold front to produce a heavy snow 

event across most of southwest Kansas.  Heavy snow began falling

across southwest Kansas on the afternoon of the 14th and

continued through early evening on the 15th.  Snowfall amounts

ranged from 10 to 12 inches at Liberal, Garden City, and Dodge

City, to 8 to 10 inches at Larned, Jetmore, and St. John.  Other

snowfall amounts included 9 inches at Meade, 11 inches in

Kismet, and 7 inches in Greensburg.

.end

Feb 15, 1895

A big Gulf snowstorm produced six inches at Brownsville TX and 

Mobile AL, 15 inches at Galveston TX, and 24 inches of snow at Rayne 

LA in 24 hours.  Snow fell at the very mouth of the Mississippi 

River. Houston TX received 22 inches of snow, and nine inches 

blanketed New Orleons LA.

.end

Feb 16, 1989

A surge of arctic air produced all-time record high barometric 

pressure readings of 30.80 inches at Duluth MN, 30.97 inches at 

Chicago IL and 30.94 inches at South Bend IN.  Readings of 31.00 

inches at Milwaukee WI and 30.98 inches at Rockford IL tied their 

all-time records.

.end

Feb 17, 1936

The temperature at McIntosh SD plunged to 58 degrees below zero 

to establish a state record.

.end

Feb 18, 1959

Some of the higher elevations of California were in the midst of 

a five day storm which produced 189 inches of snow, a single storm 

record for North America.

.end

Feb 19, 1954

High winds across the southern half of the Great Plains, gusting to 

85 mph, caused the worst duststorms since the 1930s.  Graders were 

needed in places to clear fence high dirt drifts.

.end

Feb 20, 1990 

Eight to eleven inches of snow fell across extreme southwest Kansas. 

Heaviest snowfall occurred at Liberal with 11 inches.

.end

Feb 21, 1918

A spectacular chinook wind at Granville ND caused the temperature 

to spurt from a morning low of 33 degrees below zero to an 

afternoon high of 50 above.

.end

Feb 22, 1773

This was the day of the memorable "Cold Sabbath" in New England 

history.  Many persons froze extremities while going to church.

.end

Feb 23, 1936

A severe blizzard in the Sierra Nevada Range closed Donner Pass. 

It stranded 750 motorists and claimed seven lives.

IN 2003...A strong winter storm moved from eastern Colorado to southern 

Kansas bringing blizzard conditions and a swath of heavy snow.  Most of 

southwestern Kansas was blanketed with at least 2 to 5 inches of snow, 

with a much heavier band centered along and 45 miles either side of a 

line from Kiowa through Coldwater, to Cimarron and Scott City where 10 

to 14 inches were reported.  Within this general area, a 20 mile wide 

band of 14 to 16 inch accumulations were common, extending from 10 miles 

south of Dodge City, through Coldwater to near Kiowa in Barber county.  

The largest amount reported was 17 inches by an observer at Sun City.

Many roads and highways were closed, numerous churches cancelled services 

and many schools closed the following Monday. Many dozen vehicle 

accidents were reported due to snowpacked roads and poor visibilities.

.end

Feb 24, 1936

Vermont and New Hampshire received brown snow due to dust from 

storms in the Great Plains Region.  A muddy rain fell across parts 

of northern New York State.

.end

Feb 25, 1977

Dust reduced visibilities from eastern Virginia through the 

southeastern states to Florida between the 24th and the 28th.  The 

dust originated in the western Great Plains on the 22nd and 23rd, 

with wind gusts above 100 mph reported at Guadalupe Pass TX, at 

White Sands NM, in Sherman County KS, and in eastern Colorado.

.end

Feb 26, 1987

A slow moving storm in the southwestern U.S. spread heavy snow from 

the southern and central Rockies into the Central High Plains Region. 

Totals in Colorado ranged up to 62 inches at Purgatory. Colorado 

Springs CO reported a February record of 14.8 inches of snow in 24 hours.

Lander WY received four inches in one hour, 13 inches in seven hours, and 

record storm total of 26 inches.  High winds created near blizzard conditions 

at Colorado Springs. Fairplay CO reported 43 inches of snow, with drifts ten 

feet high.

.end

Feb 27, 1990

A winter storm produced heavy snow in southeastern Colorado, with 12 inches 

reported at Lamar. The same storm produced severe thunderstorms over the 

Southern High Plains, with wind gusts to 93 mph reported at the White Sands 

Missile Range in New Mexico.

.end

Feb 28, 1900

A massive storm spread record snows from Kansas to New York State. Snowfall 

totals ranged up to 17.5 inches at Springfield IL and 43 inches at Rochester NY, 

with up to 60 inches in the Adirondack Mountains of New York State.

.end

Feb 29, 1748

The heaviest snow of the "Winter of the Deep Snow" in New England came to 

an end. Coastal Salem was left with more than thirty inches of snow on the 

ground.

.end

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ddc/wxtrivia/wxtrvMar.php 

Today's Weather Trivia
Mar 1, 1988

Thunderstorms produced large hail and damaging winds in north 

central Texas. Baseball size hail was reported at Lake Kickapoo. 

Hail fell continuously for thirty minutes in the Iowa Park area 

of Wichita Falls.

.end

Mar 2, 1985

A Massive winter storm struck the Northern Plains Region. The 

storm produced up to 33 inches of snow in northeastern South 

Dakota, at Summit and at Milbank, and also produced high winds 

which whipped the heavy snow into drifts twenty feet high.

.end

Mar 3, 1966

A tornado hit Jackson MS killing 54 persons. 

IN 1995...Heavy snow blanketed much of southwest Kansas with 5 to 

10 inches reported.  The snow began February 28th.  Dodge City 

received 9.3 inches of snow between February 28th and March 3rd.  

Slick roads and poor visibility caused some accidents, closed 

schools and canceled or postponed activities.

.end

Mar 4, 1948

Heavy snow blanketed western Kansas. As much as 20 inches of snow 

was on the ground at Hays.  Twelve inches of snow was common across 

the area.  Dodge City had 18 inches on the ground, while Garden City 

had 14.

IN 1966...A severe blizzard raged across Minnesota and North Dakota. 

The blizzard lasted four days producing up to 35 inches of snow, and 

wind gusting to 100 mph produced snow drifts 30 to 40 feet high. 

Bismark ND reported zero visibility for 11 hours. Traffic was 

paralyzed for three days.

.end

Mar 5, 1990

Thunderstorms over eastern Colorado, developing ahead of a major 

storm system, produced up to three inches of small hail around 

Colorado Springs during the late morning and early afternoon. 

Strong thundrstorms swept through southeastern sections of the 

Denver area during the evening hours. These strong thunderstorms 

also produced up to three inches of small hail, along with wind 

gusts to 50 mph, and as much as 2.4 inches of rain.

.end

Mar 6, 1995

A winter blizzard created icy, snow packed roads in southwest

Kansas which led to a 19 car pileup on west U.S. highway 50

between Garden City and Holcomb.  No major injuries were

reported.  The day began with freezing rain over the area and

then turned into a blizzard by the afternoon.  Anywhere from two

to six inches of snow fell across the remainder of Kansas.

.end

Mar 7, 1996

The low of 6 degrees below zero established the record low for

the month of March at Garden City.

IN 1998...Blizzard conditions began during the afternoon hours 

across southwest Kansas and lasted until the morning of the 8th. 

Almost all the highways were closed for several hours with 30 to

40 mph winds causing zero to near zero visibilities.  Final

snowfall totals ranged from 3 to 4 inches in Finney, Seward and

Comanche counties to 6 inches in Morton county, 7 inches in Gray

county and 8 to 10 inches in Stafford, Pratt and Ford counties. 

Drifts were as high as 8 feet in some areas.

IN 2000...A tornado touched down for about 3 minutes in Liberal 

during the late afternoon hours.  One third of a hospital roof was 

removed, a KDOT tower was blown down and several trees were uprooted.  

Sheds were destroyed, the awning at a gas station was damaged and 

signs were blown down.  Estimated property damage was $250,000.

.end

Mar 8, 1909

The town of Brinkley AR was struck by a tornado which killed 49

persons and caused 600 thousand dollars property damage.  The

1200 yard wide tornado destroyed 860 buildings.  Entire families

were killed as houses were completely swept away by the tornado. 

Tornadoes killed 64 persons and injured 671 others in Dallas and

Monroe counties during the Arkansas tornado outbreak.

.end

Mar 9, 1956

A whopping 367 inches of snow was measured on the ground at the 

Ranier Paradise Ranger Station in Washington. The snow depth was 

a state record and the second highest total of record for the U.S.

.end

Mar 10, 1922

A total of 17.5 inches of snow set a 24 hour record for snowfall

at Dodge City.  The snow began on March 9th.

IN 1988...The barometric pressure of 26.71 inches was the lowest 

recording of all-time for Dodge City.

IN 1989...The high of 93 degrees tied the record high for the month 

of March at Garden City.

.end

Mar 11, 1911

Tamarack CA reported 451 inches of snow on the ground, a record

for the U.S.

IN 1948...The low of 15 degrees below zero established the record 

low for the month of March at Dodge City, while the low of 11 degrees 

below zero established the record low for the month of March at 

Liberal.

IN 1948...Record cold followed in the wake of a Kansas blizzard.  

Lows of minus 25 degrees at Oberlin, Healy and Quinter established a 

state record for the month of March.  Lows of minus 11 at Concordia 

and minus 3 at Wichita were also March records.

IN 1989...The high of 93 degrees established the record high for the 

month of March at Liberal.

.end

Mar 12, 1991

High winds blasted southwest Kansas.  Duststorms blackening the

sky reduced visibilities to as low as zero in some areas.  Wind

gusts hit 89 mph at Garden City and 67 mph at Dodge City.  A

Hamilton county official reported "this wind's blowing like

sin." The winds ripped shingles from rooftops, scattered

irrigation pipe, trimmed limbs from trees, tore up signs, store

fronts, awnings and sent debris flying.  Winds were sustained at

40 to 55 mph from about 11 pm the night before to about 6 am in

the morning throughout the area.

IN 1993...This was the last measurable snowfall of the 92-93 season.  

The total of 61.1 inches was a seasonal record for Dodge City.

.end

Mar 13, 1990

A powerful tornado tore through the central Kansas community of

Hesston.  The tornado killed two persons, injured sixty others,

and caused 22 million dollars damage along its 67 mile path.  The

tornado had a life span of two hours.  

.end

Mar 14, 1870

The term "blizzard" was first applied to a storm which produced heavy snow and high wind in Minnesota and Iowa.

IN 1989...High winds in Colorado and Wyoming gusted above 120 mph at

Horsetooth Heights Colorado.  High winds in the Central Plains

sharply reduced visibilities in blowing dust as far east as

Kansas City Missouri.  Winds gusting to 72 mph at Hill City

Kansas reduced the visibility to a city block in blowing dust. 

Soil erosion in northwest Kansas damaged nearly five million

acres of wheat.

.end

Mar 15, 1941

The most severe blizzard in modern history struck North Dakota 

and Minnesota. The blizzard hit on a Saturday night while many 

were traveling, and thus claimed 71 lives. Winds gusted to 75 mph 

at Duluth MN, and reached 85 mph at Grand Forks ND. Snow drifts 

twelve feet high were reported in north central Minnesota. A cold 

front traveling 30 mph crossed Minnesota in just seven hours.

.end

Mar 16, 1942

Two tornadoes, 24 minutes apart, struck Baldwin MS resulting in

65 deaths.  

IN 1998...An ice storm occurred across southwest Kansas with anywhere 

from a half inch of ice accumulation on roadways to several inches of

ice accumulations on objects such as radio towers.  Every radio

station in the area had damage due to the ice accumulation. 

There was one report of a chunk of ice falling completely through

a cab of a pickup.  Fortunately, no one was inside at the time.

An 800 foot radio tower completely fell down with a reported six

inches of ice accumulation.  1450 power poles came down across

the area.  Power was out for 4 to 6 days in some places.

.end

Mar 17, 1988

A winter storm produced heavy snow from the northeast Texas 

Panhandle to the Ozark area of Missouri and Arkansas. Up to 15 

inches of snow was reported in Oklahoma and Texas. Snowfall totals 

in the Ozark area ranged up to 14 inches, with unofficial reports 

as high as 22 inches around Harrison AR.

.end

Mar 18, 1925

The great Tri-State Tornado occurred, the most deadly tornado in

U.S. history.  The tornado claimed 695 lives including 234 at

Murphysboro Illinois and 148 at West Frankfort Illinois, and

caused seventeen million dollars property damage.  It cut a swath

of destruction 219 miles long and as much as a mile wide from

east central Missouri to southern Indiana.  Seven other tornadoes

claimed an additional 97 lives that day.

IN 1971...High winds accompanied a low pressure system from the 

Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes.  Winds gusted to 100 mph at

Hastings NE, and reached 115 mph at Hays KS.  High winds caused

two million dollars damage in Kansas.

IN 1982...A farm home was destroyed by a tornado, and outbuildings 

were damaged 6 miles NNW of Liberal.  Debris was scattered for a 

half mile.  About 2 miles N of Sublette, a mobile home was

overturned.  No injuries were reported.

IN 1998...Total snow accumulations in southwest Kansas ranged up 

to 8 to 12 inches in Stafford, Comanche, Ford, Gray, Finney, Grant,

Morton, Seward, Meade and Clark counties.  20 to 30 mph winds

accompanied the snowfall resulting in visibilities under a half

mile and significant drifting of the snow. 

.end

Mar 19, 1907

The high of 98 degrees established the record high for the month

of March at Dodge City.

IN 1935...Suffocating dust storms occurred frequently in southeast 

Colorado between the 12th and the 25th of the month.  Six people

died, and many livestock starved or suffocated.  Up to six feet

of dust covered the ground.  Schools were closed, and many rural

homes were deserted by tenants.

IN 1972...The high of 93 degrees established the record high for 

the month of March at Garden City. 

IN 1984...A major winter storm produced blizzard conditions in

northwestern Kansas and southern Nebraska.  This storm, which

began affecting the region on the 18th, dumped 10 to 20 inches

of snow over the above mentioned areas.  A severe ice storm

occurred in northeastern Kansas with 1 inch ice accumulations

common.  The 1400 foot radio tower for KLDH TV near Topeka

buckled and then collapsed from the weight of a 3 inch coating

of ice.  This ice storm ranks as one of the worst ever to hit

Kansas.

.end

Mar 20, 1989

A strong storm system brought blizzard conditions to far western

Kansas during the morning and afternoon hours.  Winds of 40 to 60

mph and temperatures in the lower 20s accompanied the snow. 

Visibilities were reduced to under 1/2 mile due to the blowing

and drifting snow.  Snowfall amounts were generally in the 1 to 3

inch range with 4 to 7 inches in portions of southwest Kansas

near Garden city.  Many roads in the area were closed during the

storm.

.end

Mar 21, 1932

A tornado swarm occurred in the Deep South.  Between late

afternoon and early the next morning severe thunderstorms spawned

31 tornadoes in Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Tennessee.  The

tornadoes killed 334 persons and injured 1784 others.  Northern

Alabama was hardest hit.  Tornadoes in Alabama killed 286 persons

and caused five million dollars damage.

IN 1952...Severe thunderstorms spawned 31 tornadoes across Arkansas,

Tennessee, Missouri, Mississippi, Alabama and Kentucky.  The

tornadoes killed 343 persons and caused 15 million dollars

damage.  The towns of Judsonia AR and Henderson TN were nearly

wiped off the map in what proved to be the worst tornado

outbreak of record for Arkansas.  A tornado, one and a half

miles wide at times, left a church the only undamaged building

at Judsonia.

.end

Mar 22, 1936

A great flood crested on rivers from Ohio to Maine.  The flood

claimed 107 lives and caused 270 million dollars property damage.

.end

Mar 23, 1913

A vicious tornado hit the city of Omaha NE.  The tornado struck

during the late afternoon on Easter Sunday, and in just 12

minutes cut a swath of destruction five miles long and two

blocks wide across the city killing 94 persons.

IN 1987...The first of two blizzards within a week of each other hit

southwest Kansas.  At Dodge City, strong north winds blew and

increased to peak gusts of 78 mph at noon.  The very strong winds

continued in the 73 to 77 mph range for about 4 hours.  Snow and

blowing snow continued to reduce visibilities to near zero with

wind speeds of 40 to 50 mph until the early morning hours on

march 25th.  The snow depth was recorded at 11 inches of wet

snow.  The wet snow helped to prevent a tremendous amount of

drifting even with 60 to 70 mph winds.  Very solid snow drifts

stood 6 feet tall on the dodge city airport.

.end

Mar 24, 1912

Residents of Kansas City began to dig out from a storm that

produced 25 inches of snow in 24 hours.  A total of 40 inches of

snow fell during the month of March that year, and the total for

the winter season of 67 inches was also a record.  Olathe Kansas

received 37 inches of snow in the snowstorm, establishing a

single storm record for the state of Kansas.

.end

Mar 25, 1934

A spring snowstorm produced 21 inches of snow at Amarillo TX in

just 24 hours.  However, much of the snow melted as it fell, and

as a result, the snow cover was never any deeper than 4.5

inches.

IN 1948...For the second time in less than a week airplanes were 

destroyed by a tornado at Tinker AFB in Oklahoma City OK.  The 

first tornado, on March 20th, struck without warning and caused 

more damage than any previous tornado in the state of Oklahoma.  

The second tornado was predicted by Fawbush and Miller of the 

United States Air Force, and their accurate tornado forecast 

ushered in the modern era of severe weather forecasting.

IN 1957...A great blizzard which began March 22nd ended.  Snow 

had fallen every hour from 10 pm on the 22nd until 1 pm on the 

25th. The storm dropped an estimated 18.5 inches of snow in Dodge 

City. Southwest Kansas had been completely paralyzed from the 

storm. Every highway in the western part of the state was closed 

by drifts of up to 10 feet and more. Local motels, churches and 

schools were packed with stranded travelers and several people 

were reported missing as a result of the great blizzard in southwest 

Kansas.  Three passenger trains had become stuck in the storm; one 

four miles east of Dodge City, one west of Garden City and another 

near Meade.  An estimated 600-700 head of cattle were lost.  The 

southern sides of most buildings were completely covered with drifts 

and 20 to 30 foot drifts were not uncommon.   

IN 1987...Heavy rain left rivers and streams swollen in Kansas and

Nebraska, causing considerable crop damage due to flooding of

agricultural areas.  The Saline River near Wilson Reservoir in

central Kansas reached its highest level since 1951.  

.end

Mar 26, 1913

The Ohio River Basin flood reached a climax.  Ten inch rains

over a wide area of the Ohio River Basin inundated cities in

Ohio, drowning 467 persons.  The Miami River at Dayton reached a

level eight feet higher than ever before.  The flood, caused by

warm weather and heavy rains, was the second most deadly of

record for the nation.  

IN 1989...Thunderstorms that moved into south-central Kansas from

northwest Oklahoma produced considerable lightning activity in

Clark and Comanche counties.  Many range fires were started when

lightning struck the very dry grass in the region.  Several

cattle were lost in the fires along with some fences and

corrals.  An estimated 7,000 acres of land was burned in the two

counties.

IN 1991...High winds caused damage to homes across  Kansas.  Winds 

gusted over 80 mph in the southwest, and gusted to between 60 and 

70 mph across the rest of the state.  Roofs were torn off in the 

Dodge City and Garden City areas, and several cars and homes were

damaged in the Fort Scott area.  Total damage estimate from the

high wind episode was 1.5 million dollars. 

.end

Mar 27, 1890

An outbreak of tornadoes occurred in the Ohio Valley.  One

tornado struck Louisville KY killing 78 persons and causing four

million dollars damage.

IN 1931...A blizzard which struck western Kansas and adjoining 

states was called the "worst since January eighteen eighty eight".  

The low temperature of 3 degrees below zero which was reached 

during the blizzard stands as the coldest recorded so late in the 

season. 

IN 1987...A second blizzard in less than a week hit southwest 

Kansas. North winds of 35 to 45 mph with peak gusts to 50 mph 

caused much

blowing and drifting of snow with visibilities near zero.  The

blizzard finally ended during the early afternoon on march 29th

and had virtually shut down the entire Southwest part of kansas. 

Some north south roads were still closed on March 31st in the

northern part of southwest Kansas.  There was 5 inches of snow

reported at Dodge City although much of it was in 5 to 6 foot

drifts.  Garden city received 12 to 14 inches of snow.  

IN 1991...A powerful storm moved through southwest Kansas during 

the early morning hours bringing high winds and dust storms to 

the area. The peak wind gust at both Dodge City and Garden City 

was 84 mph.  The winds felled trees, shattered glass, downed 

fences, rolled trucks, snapped poles, ripped shingles from homes 

and mangled awnings.  A main distribution feeder in the north part

of Garden City was destroyed.  Visibilities in some areas were

at zero.  Total damage was 1.5 million dollars.

IN 2004...A tornado moved through Edwards county in southwestern 

Kansas during the early afternoon hours from 5 miles northwest of 

KInsley to 12 miles north of Kinsley. This tornado became very 

large and dusty.  Several farms were hit with minor damage to 

other outbuildings across it's path. Five equipment buildings were 

destroyed and a house was knocked off it's foundation.  Trees 

were mangled and debarked.  A stock trailer was blown 3/4 of a 

mile from it's original location and an oil tank was 3 tenths of a 

mile.

.end

Mar 28, 1984

A severe outbreak of tornadoes hit the Carolinas.  Thunderstorms

spawned 22 tornadoes during the late afternoon and evening hours

which killed 57 persons and injured 1248 others.  Nearly half the

deaths occurred in mobile homes.  

.end

Mar 29, 1935

A severe dust storm blanketed Amarillo Texas for 84 hours. 

During one six hour period the visibility was near zero.

.end

Mar 30, 1989

Several severe thunderstorms formed over southwest Kansas during

the late afternoon hours and then moved into south central

sections of the state.  Hail up to golf ball size and strong

winds to 60 mph were reported.  Strong winds from a thunderstorm

blew a truck off highway 83, 14 miles north of Sublette.

.end

Mar 31, 1892

A tornado moved north, hitting along the edge of Kiowa, KS. 

This tornado tore apart five homes, and destroyed the railroad

depot on the edge of town.  Downburst damage was extensive in

town, making life miserable for the "boomers" that were waiting

for the opening of the Cherokee strip in Oklahoma.

IN 1892...A tornado killed nine people and injured 60 others in 

the town of Towanda KS, located about 20 miles northeast of Wichita.

IN 1996...March ended another month of extreme dryness.  The period 

from July 1995 through March 1996 was the driest period ever at many

locations across western Kansas, with records dating back 120

years.  The wheat crop was almost completely wiped out by the

drought.

.end
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Today's Weather Trivia
Apr 1, 1988 

A powerful spring storm produced 34 inches of snow at Rye CO, 

22 inches at Timpas OK, 19 inches at Sharon Springs KS, and up 

to 17 inches fell in the Oklahoma panhandle.

.end

Apr 2, 1936

The low of 9 degrees established the record low for the month of 

April at Dodge City.

IN 1975...The low of 12 degrees established the record low for the 

month of April at Liberal.  The low of 13 degrees tied the record 

low for the month of April at Garden City.

IN 1982...Severe thunderstorms spawned 56 tornadoes in the central 

U.S., including 17 in the Red River Region of Texas and Oklahoma.  

The tornadoes claimed 30 lives and injured 383 other persons. 

.end

Apr 3, 1964

Wichita Falls TX was hit by a tornado.  7 people were killed and 

111 were injured.  Great damage was done at Sheppard Air Force 

Base where 3 tanker planes, a hanger, the power plant, and the 

chapel were all destroyed.

IN 1974...A super outbreak of tornadoes ravaged the Midwest and the 

eastern United States. Severe thunderstorms spawned 148 tornadoes 

in 36 hours from Alabama to Michigan, killing 315 persons, injuring 

5300 others, and causing 600 million dollars damage.  Half the 

town of Xenia Ohio was destroyed and 34 people were killed.

IN 1975...The low of 12 degrees tied the record low for the month of 

April at Liberal.

.end

Apr 4, 1983

A snowstorm left 11 inches of snow on the ground at Liberal Kansas 

and 14 inches at Trousdale Kansas.

IN 1994...Wind gusts toppled a grain dryer in Sublette KS which fell 

across highway 56 blocking the west bound lanes.

.end

Apr 5, 1882

A tornado moved north northeast from 4 miles east of Iuka Kansas, 

passing through the town of Stafford.  Many homes were unroofed or 

blown down in Stafford.  2 mills were destroyed and a 700 pound 

millstone was moved 150 feet.  1 person was killed and 14 injured.

IN 1994...Heavy snow cut a 20 to 30 mile swath across western Kansas, 

stretching from Garden City to Hays and on to Russell.  Hays 

received 5.5 inches of snow overnight.

.end

Apr 6, 1936

A tornado swarm in the Deep South resulted in a total of 446 deaths 

and 18 million dollars damage. A tornado struck Tupelo MS killing 

216 persons, injuring 700 others, and causing 3 million dollars damage.  

IN 1971...The low of 13 degrees established the record low for the month 

of April at Garden City.

IN 2001...A tornado moved rapidly northward just west of Rolla KS and 

destroyed a mobile home.  Twenty power poles were taken down and 

damage was done to buildings in Rolla with a garage losing its 

roof.  Several silos were damaged or destroyed in the path of 

the tornado. 

.end

Apr 7, 1935

Amarillo TX reported dust obscuring visibility for 20 hours.  

Blowing dust was reported 27 of 30 days in the month.  On 

several days the visibility was reduced to near zero at times.

IN 1936...2 tornadoes cut a path 4 blocks wide through Gainesville 

Georgia killing 203 persons, injuring 934, and causing 13 million 

dollars damage.

.end

Apr 8, 1938  

The worst April blizzard on record ended in Dodge City.  Light to 

moderate snow whipped by strong winds completely blocked all streets 

in Dodge City and all roads and railroads from the city.  From the 

evening of the 7th until midday of the 9th,traffic in all directions 

from town were completely blocked. Drifts up to eight and ten feet 

and perhaps even higher were piled over the streets, walks and yards. 

IN 1919...A tornado swarm in northern Texas resulted in the deaths of 

64 persons.

IN 1956...After daytime highs in th 60s, snow along with thunder and 

lightning occurred across southwest Kansas. Over 5 inches of snow 

fell at Dodge City with 4 inches at Garden City. Winds gusted to over 

70 mph in the Texas panhandle with zero visibility and blowing dust. 

A strong tornado hit near Enid OK. 

IN 1998...A tornado struck the suburbs of Birmingham, Alabama killing 

34 persons.

.end

Apr 9, 1944

A tornado near Turpin, OK moved to the northwest, then curved 

back toward the northeast before hitting Liberal KS.  A barn was 

destroyed 6 miles northeast of Liberal.  Most of the $174,000 

loss was at an army air field.  

IN 1947...The southern plains Tri-State tornado tracked 170 miles through 

Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.  This tornado episode was probably a 

family of tornadoes.  181 people were killed, 970 others were 

injured, and total damage was $9.7 million.  Woodward OK was hit 

hard with 101 fatalities.  The entire town of Glazier TX was 

destroyed and never rebuilt. A tornado moved from 7 miles north of 

Meade KS to 13 miles east-northeast of Dodge City.  Farms were leveled 

at several points along the path.  2 homes were swept away.  Damage locations 

indicated an erratic path, a family or tornadoes, or strong 

associated downbursts.  Total damage was $225,000.  

IN 1994...A tornado touched down 3 and a half miles west southwest 

of Kismet Kansas and moved east northeast across highway 54 and east 

into Meade county.  The tornado struck the southern part of Meade.  

It ended one mile southeast of Meade after doing extensive damage to 

Meade High School, power lines, and several  business in southern 

Meade township. Damage estimates were around 1.3 million dollars. In 

Seward county a tornado struck a car and mobile home 2 miles east of 

Kismet KS.  2 adults were in the car and one adult and 5 

children were in the mobile home.  All eight sustained minor 

injuries and the mobile home was demolished.  The tornado had a 

maximum path width of 1000 yards in Seward county, but expanded 

to a maximum width of a mile southeast of Plains in Meade 

county.

.end

Apr 10, 1919

Hays KS received a total of 12 inches of snow that began on the 9th. 

IN 1935...Severe dust storms across Iowa and Kansas closed schools 

and highways. Dodge City experienced its worst dust storm of record, 

with dense dust reported from the morning of the 9th until after 

sunset on the 11th.  The sky was almost as dark as night at times 

during the daylight hours.  The thick dust suspended traffic on 

highways and railroads, and also suspended most businesses in town.

IN 1979...A massive tornado smashed into Wichita Falls TX killing 43 

persons and causing 300 million dollars damage.  Another tornado 

struck Vernon TX killing 11 persons.

IN 2001...A tornado moved into Ellis county from Trego County during 

the late evening hours. It took out 50 power poles in Ellis county 

and damaged 13 farms.  Roofs were removed on several homes and 

there was extensive damage done to several outbuildings and 

trailers.  Two semis were overturned on interstate 70 west of 

Ellis causing several minor injuries. 

A mobile home south of Dodge City was completely demolished by a 

tornado during the late evening hours.  Another nearby trailer 

received moderate damage.  Two pivot sprinklers were destroyed 

and there was other scattered minor damage along the path of the 

tornado.    

.end

Apr 11, 1965

Severe thunderstorms in the upper Midwest spawned 51 tornadoes 

killing 256 persons and causing more than 200 million dollars damage.  

Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan were hardest hit in the Palm Sunday Tornado 

Outbreak.

IN 1996...High wind along with a strong cold front caused some damage in 

the Garden City area.  Power lines were blown down and windows 

were blown out of one house.

.end

Apr 12, 1991

Due to heavy rains, US highways 54 and 281 were closed and parts 

of the city of Pratt were evacuated.  Lemon Park suffered heavy 

damage, with railroad tracks and cars washed away.  Pratt received 

6.25 inches of rain.

IN 1927...A tornado wiped out the town of Rock Springs TX killing 72 

persons and causing 1.2 million dollars damage.  Many persons 

were bruised by large hail which fell after the passage of the 

tornado.

IN 1934...Winds atop Mount Washington NH averaged 186 mph for 5 minutes, 

with a peak gust of 231 mph, the highest wind speed ever clocked 

in the world.

.end

Apr 13, 1986

A major spring storm quickly intensified bringing blizzard conditions 

to much of the Northern Plains Region.  Up to 18 inches of snow was 

reported in North Dakota, and in South Dakota, winds gusting to 90 mph 

whipped the snow into drifts fifteen feet high. Livestock losses were 

in the millions of dollars, and for some areas it was the worst blizzard 

ever.

.end

Apr 14, 1873

An Easter blizzard raged across Kansas, Nebraska and South 

Dakota.  Gale force winds blew the wet snow into massive drifts, 

however there were few deaths due to the sparse population and 

due to the gradual increase of the storm.

IN 1886...A devastating tornado cut a 20 mile path through Saint 

Cloud Minnesota killing 74 persons.  The bottom of the Mississippi River 

was said to have been seen during the tornado's crossing.  Eleven 

persons were killed at a wedding party near the town of Rice.

IN 1996...In western Kansas 10 inches of snow was reported in the Scott 

Lake State Park area bringing down some trees.  Six to eight inches 

were reported in Healy, Manning and Scott City.

.end

Apr 15, 1921

Two mile high Silver Lake CO received 76 inches of snow in 24 hours, the 

heaviest 24 hour total of record for North America. The storm left a 

total of 87 inches in 27 and a half hours.

.end

Apr 16, 1990

Thunderstorm wind gusts to 100 mph in the Oklahoma City area swept away 

many Federal tax returns being transported from a mail cart to a waiting 

truck about the time of the midnight deadline.

IN 1998...A tornado moved through Nashville, Tennessee resulting in 1 

death and 60 injuries.  

.end

Apr 17, 1922

A family of at least 6 tornadoes caused death and destruction along parts of 

a 210 mile path from north of Ogden Illinois to Allen County Ohio killing 16 

persons.  A post card, picked up in Madison County Indiana, was found 124 

miles away near Mount Cory Ohio.

IN 1976...A tornado skipped north-northeast from 5 miles northeast of 

Hardtner KS, ending 2 miles northeast of Sharon.  8 homes were 

destroyed at the south edge of Sharon.  2 people were injured.

.end

Apr 18, 1880

More than two dozen tornadoes were reported from Kansas and Arkansas to 

Wisconsin and Michigan.  More than 100 persons were killed, including 

65 persons at Marshfield Missouri.

.end

Apr 19, 1964

A tornado moved east from 15 miles northwest of Jetmore KS, 

leveling all barns on one farm.

IN 1986...A major storm system produced 10 tornadoes in Texas.  One of 

these tornadoes virtually annihilated the town of Sweetwater.  The 

tornado struck at the unlikely time of 7:17 am.  One person was killed 

and 100 were injured.

.end

Apr 20 1912

A tornado moved north northeast from 5 miles southeast of Rush Center 

Kansas across the east half of Bison.  Farms were wiped out near Rush 

Center.  The loss at Bison was $70,000 as half of the town, about 50 

homes, were damaged or destroyed. There were 15 injuries in town.  A 

dozen farms were nearly wiped out.  Debris from the farm houses were 

carried for 8 miles.  An elderly man who made light of the storm was 

killed with his granddaughter on a farm 2 miles southwest of Bison.

IN 1920...Tornadoes in Mississippi and Alabama killed 219 persons.

.end

Apr 21, 1887

Twenty one people were killed and 250 injured when a tornado tracked 60 

miles through Anderson and Lima counties in Kansas and Bates 

county in Missouri.  Total damage was 1 million dollars, one of 

the few million dollar tornadoes in the 19th century. 

IN 1967...Severe thunderstorms spawned 48 tornadoes in the Upper Midwest. 

Hardest hit was northern Illinois where 16 tornadoes touched 

down during the afternoon and evening hours causing 50 million 

dollars damage.  On that Friday afternoon tornadoes struck 

Belvidere IL, and the Chicago suburb of Oak Lawn, killing 57 

persons.

IN 1968...A tornado moved northeast from 11 miles southwest of Medicine 

Lodge KS to 2 miles east of Nashville in Kingman county.  Barns were 

leveled, and a farm house, post office and trailer were damaged.

In 2001...A tornado struck Hoisington KS during the evening hours. The F4 

tornado destroyed 200 homes and 12 businesses with another 85 homes 

severely damaged.  There was one fatality and 28 injuries about 20 

percent of the town was destroyed.

.end

Apr 22, 1883

A tornado moved northeast from Sun City Kansas to Turkey Creek.  Five 

homes were destroyed, and 3 people were killed in one of these at the 

north edge of town. The bodies were carried 300 yards.  Six homes and 

two stores were unroofed.  Most of the damage was at roof top level.

IN 1883...An outbreak of tornadoes from Louisiana to Kansas claimed the 

lives of 200 persons.  One of the tornadoes destroyed the town of 

Beauregard MS.

IN 1989...The high of 100 degrees established the record high for the 

month of April at both Dodge City and Garden City. 

.end

Apr 23, 1989

The high of 105 degrees at Salina KS established an April record 

for the state of Kansas. The high of 103 degrees established the record 

high for the month of April at Liberal.

IN 1990...In Garden City lightning struck a large tree.  The explosion 

shattered car windows, blew open kitchen cupboards, blew out street 

lights, and dented a passing car.

.end

Apr 24, 1908

Severe thunderstorms spawned 18 tornadoes across the Central 

Gulf Coast States claiming the lives of 310 persons.  4 violent 

tornadoes accounted for 279 of the 310 deaths.A tornado near Hattiesburg 

MS killed 143 persons and caused more than half a million dollars damage. 

IN 1990...A tornado leveled most of Purvis, MS.

IN 1993...A tornado struck Tulsa and Catoosa Oklahoma.  7 people were 

killed and 100 were injured.  A second tornado touched down from the same 

thunderstorm cell and ripped through Catoosa, doing heavy damage and 

injuring 30 people.  70 percent of the businesses in Catoosa were damaged 

or destroyed.

.end

Apr 25, 1990

A tornado moved northeast from near Brownell KS to 15 miles 

north of Hays.  13 farms were damaged or destroyed, with losses 

totaling about $750,000.

IN 1994...Strong winds of 60 to 70 mph created duststorms that 

reduced visibilities to near zero and damage over parts of southwest 

Kansas.  A dust storm warning was issued which is extremely uncommon.  

Zero visibility in areas forced vehicles off roadways. A Kansas 

highway patrol spokesman was quoted as saying it was parallel to 

whiteout in a snowstorm.

.end

Apr 26, 1888 

A tornado moved north on the east edge of Pratt KS.  One home 

was unroofed and another was blown over.  A man was injured by 

flying debris. 

IN 1938...A tornado moved north-northeast from east of Hooker, OK damaging 

about 50 buildings in 2 states.  One home was unroofed at 

Sublette KS and there was porch damage at Liberal.  Damages from the 

tornado was $22,000. Another tornado moved northeast from 12 miles southwest 

of Wakeeney KS.  Barns and a shed were destroyed near Wakeeney.  Buildings 

were hit on 13 farms.

IN 1984...Severe thunderstorms associated with an intense cyclone spawned 

a total of 47 tornadoes in two days from Louisiana to Upper 

Michigan.  The tornadoes killed 16 persons and injured 259 

others.

IN 1991...A major outbreak of 55 tornadoes wreaked havoc across the midwest.  

A deadly tornado tore a 46 mile path of destruction through Sedgwick and 

Butler counties in Kansas.  McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita suffered 

severe damage.  A mobile home park was hit in Andover and 13 people were 

killed.  A total of 17 people were killed and 225 were injured.

.end

Apr 27, 1899 

A tornado struck Kirksville MO killing 34 persons and destroying 

300 buildings.

IN 1912...One of the worst tornado outbreaks in Oklahoma's history 

occurred.  29 people were killed.

IN 1923...A tornado moved east from the northeast corner of Baca county 

Colorado. Accompanied by 2 other funnel clouds, the tornado struck the 

Sherwood school, 14 miles northwest of Johnson Kansas, killing the 

teacher and injuring 5 small children.  The body of the teacher was 

carried 100 yards.  The prairie grass in this sparsely settled region 

appeared to be burned.

IN 1942...A destructive tornado swept across Rogers and Mayes counties in 

Oklahoma.  The tornado struck the town of Pryor killing 52 

persons and causing 2 million dollars damage.

.end

Apr 28, 1893

A tornado killed 23 people and injured 150 as it tore a path of devastation 

through Cisco TX.  Every building in the town was either totally destroyed or 

severely damaged.

.end

Apr 29, 1905

The town of Taylor, in southeastern Texas, was deluged with 2.4 

inches of rain in 15 minutes.

IN 1944...A tornado moved north northeast, hitting 4 farms north of 

Lexington KS, 10 miles northwest of Protection.  Two farms were torn apart.  

The heavy bowl of a cream separator from one farm was found next to a dead 

steer on another farm 5 miles away.  The steer had apparently been struck 

by a heavy object. Damage from this tornado was $40,000.

.end

Apr 30, 1852

A tornado, following the same track as the famous "Tri-state 

Tornado" of 1925, struck the town of New Harmony IN.  Just 16 

persons were killed by the twister, due to the sparse 

settlement.  The "Tri-state Tornado" killed 695 persons.

IN 1972...A tornado moved northeast from 12 miles west to 17 miles 

northeast of Jetmore.  Homes and outbuildings on 16 farms were 

damaged or destroyed.  A farm home and all outbuildings, 7 miles 

northeast of Jetmore, were demolished.

IN 1978...Thunderstorms in the afternoon hours dumped torrential rainfall 

in the Dodge City area. Over 4 and a half inches fell in Dodge City with 

reports of 8 to 14 inches in the vicinity of Willroads Gardens south to 

near Bloom.  Flash flooding resulted but no deaths occurred.

IN 1993...Golf ball to baseball size hail fell across the north part of 

Dodge City late in the afternoon.  Over a million dollars damage 

occurred from the hail.

IN 1994...A semi-trailer was blown over by strong thunderstorm winds on 

highway 83 about 8 miles north of Garden City.  A roof was blown 

off a mobile home about 2 miles south of Garden City.

.end

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ddc/wxtrivia/wxtrvMay.php

Today's Weather Trivia
May 1, 1895

A tornado nearly one mile wide cut a 22 mile path through

Sedgwick and Harvey Counties in Kansas.  8 people were killed and

25 were injured.  25 farms were completely devastated and a few

entirely vanished.

IN 1909...The low of 19 degrees established the record low for the month

of May at Dodge City.

.end

May 2, 1920

Peggs Oklahoma was completely destroyed by a tornado.  Seventy-one people

were killed which was 30 percent of the town's population.

IN 1929...Virginia's worst tornado disaster occurred.  Six tornadoes, two

west of the Blue Mountains, killed 22 people.  Twelve children and a

teacher were killed at Rye Cove, in Scott county.  Four schools

were destroyed by the storms.

.end

May 3, 1912

A tornado moved northwest through Offerle KS.  This tornado

destroyed barns and small homes in the north part of town. 

National newspapers picked up a false rumor that several Mexican

laborers had been killed in railroad cars.

IN 1954...The low of 28 degrees tied the record low for the month of May

at Liberal.

IN 1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in Texas, Oklahoma and

Kansas.  Softball size hail was reported at Center Point, TX,

and a tornado caused three million dollars damage near Satanta KS.  

IN 1989...Large hail did considerable damage to crops in Ford and Hodgeman

counties with about 10,000 acres of wheat nearly destroyed.

IN 1999...From the afternoon of May 3rd through the evening of May 4th,

there was an outbreak of tornadoes from southwest Texas through

southeast South Dakota.  The most devastating part of this

outbreak occurred during the late afternoon and evening of May

3rd over Oklahoma and southern Kansas.  Over 70 tornadoes were

spawned across this area, with the strongest one doing damage to

both rural sections of central Oklahoma as well as densely

populated areas of Oklahoma City and its suburbs.  This tornado

was rated an F5, the highest on the Fujita Tornado Intensity

Scale.  An F4 tornado plowed through Haysville in suburban

Wichita Kansas.  A total of 42 people died in Oklahoma and 6 in

south Central Kansas.   

.end

May 4, 1922

Austin Texas was hit twice by tornadoes which struck within

thirty minutes of each other.  Twelve persons were killed in the

tornadoes.

IN 2007...A destructive tornado hit Greensburg Kansas, the first 5 rating 

on the new Enhanced Fujita Scale and the first 5 classification 

since May 3, 1999 when an F5 tornado ripped through Moore, Oklahoma. 

There were 12 tornadoes that evening from Clark and Comanche counties 

to Edwards and Stafford counties during about a 4 hour period, 

one a little over 2 miles wide! Two of the tornadoes existed for 

over 1 hour as they churned up the ground, leveling homes and causing 

fatalities along their path. Miraculously, only 13 people perished, 

11 in Greensburg. Over 90 percent of the town of Greensburg was 

literally wiped off the face of the earth. Another round of 

tornadoes occurred the following day across generally in the same 

area. Nearly 250 pivot irrigation sprinklers were damaged or 

destroyed during the 2 day outbreak. Due to the number of sprinklers 

involved and the lack of replacements, some farmers would be out of 

service for over 1 year.

.end

May 5, 1917

The same storm which a day earlier produced eight inches of snow

in the Texas Panhandle, produced a foot of snow at Denver

Colorado, their heaviest snow of record for the month of May.

.end

May 6, 1900

A tornado moved south, passing 5 miles west of Jetmore.  This

tornado picked up a small home and smashed it to the ground,

killing a woman.  Cattle were carried 200 yards.  At least 15,

perhaps over 25, tornadoes touched down in Kansas this day which

the press called the day of the cyclones.

IN 1939...A tornado moved east-northeast from 10 miles southwest of

Jetmore.  Barns were swept away.  Damage was $10,000.

IN 1975...A massive tornado hit Omaha Nebraska killing three persons, 

injuring 133 others, and causing 150 million dollars damage.  

This was the most costly tornado in U.S. history at that time.

.end

May 7, 1840

A powerful tornado wrecked many boats at the Natchez Landing in

Mississippi, then plowed through the city on the bluff.  The

tornado killed 317 persons, and caused a million dollars damage. 

The force of the storm caused houses to burst open.  The tornado

was the most deadly and destructive in early American history.  

IN 1927...Two massive tornadoes combined for a 95 mile path of destruction through Comanche, Barber, Kingman, Reno, and McPherson Counties in Kansas.  The death toll was 10 and 300 were injured.  Damage was set at 1.3 million dollars.  The tornado path width reached 2 miles at one point.

IN 1936...A tornado skipped east northeast from 5 miles southeast of Garden City to near Kalvesta.  One barn was destroyed.

IN 2002...A large tornado moved southeast across much of Pratt KS.  There 

were 14 homes destroyed, 15 with major damage and 230 with minor 

damage.  Despite the very heavy damage, there were no injuries.

.end

May 8, 1874

A deadly hailstorm in South Carolina hit the town of

Winnsborough.  The hailstones, measuring as much as nine inches

in circumference, killed several persons, and a great number of

sheep, lambs and birds.

IN 1981...The Dallas/Fort Worth TX area experienced its worst hailstorm of

record as baseball to grapefruit size hail, accompanied by 100

mph winds, caused nearly 200 million dollars damage.  Hail

accumulated eight inches deep at Cedar Hill.

IN 1988...Thunderstorms in the Mississippi Valley spawned a total of 57

tornadoes, including 24 in Wisconsin, and a record 22 tornadoes

in one day in Iowa.  Fortunately, not a single person was killed

in the Mother's Day tornado outbreak.

In 1965...a major tornado outbreak struck central and eastern Nebraska and

South Dakota. Four people were killed in Nebraska in an F4 tornado. An F5 

tornado hit southern South Dakota. A late season snowstorm hit parts of 

the Nebraska panhandle while the tornadoes were on the ground farther east. 

Some places received as much as 4 inches of snow.

.end

May 9, 1927

Poplar Bluff Missouri was devastated by a tornado.  Ninety-eight people

were killed and 300 were injured.  Thirty-one business and residential

blocks were destroyed in the city.  Strong Arkansas was leveled

by a tornado with 24 people killed.

IN 1971...A tornado moved slowly east-northeast from 9 miles southwest to

10 miles north-northeast of Kinsley KS.  A home was torn apart

and barns were destroyed.

IN 1996...In western Kansas hail and wind cut a path 2 miles wide along

highway 96 across all of Lane county.  Hail was piled 6 inches

deep and was visible for several days.  Property damage across

the county was more than 2.5 million dollars.  Siding was

extensively damaged on many homes, roofs were damaged, and trees

had the bark stripped off.  Eight power poles were broken along

highway 96.

IN 1996...In western Kansas, an 8 mile wide area of hail and wind moved

across Ness county along and near highway 96.  Golf ball size

hail and 80 mph winds were produced by a vicious thunderstorm

that moved all the way from Scott county during the late evening

hours.  Damage across the county topped 1 million dollars.

.end

May 10, 1905

A deadly tornado struck the town of Snyder OK killing 87

persons.  The tornado leveled 100 homes in Snyder, and destroyed

many others.  The large and violent tornado killed a total of 97

persons along its 40 mile path across southwestern Oklahoma. 

The roar of the tornado could reportedly be heard up to twelve

miles away.  

IN 1942...A tornado skipped east northeast from 6 miles north of Sublette

to northeast of Dodge City.  What was probably a small tornado

destroyed barns and damaged homes on at least eight farms.  The

two mile long section of the track at the northwest edge of Dodge

City was the most damaging.  The north wing of a building at

Saint Mary's of the Plains Academy, 2 miles northeast of Dodge

City, was destroyed, and several other buildings were unroofed. 

Damage was $80,000.

.end

May 11, 1953

A tornado hit Waco TX killing 114 persons and burying some

downtown streets under five feet of fallen bricks.

IN 1970...A very powerful tornado struck the city of Lubbock Texas killing

26 persons, injuring more than 500 others, and causing 135

million dollars damage.  It was the most destructive tornado of

record up until that time.  A second tornado killed two other

persons in Lubbock, and the two tornadoes damaged or destroyed

nearly a quarter of the city.

.end

May 12, 1934

A dust storm darkened skies from Oklahoma to the Atlantic Coast.

IN 1972...A cloudburst dumped 16 inches of rain north of New Braunfels TX

sending a thirty foot wall of water down Blueders Creek into the

Comal and Guadalupe Rivers washing away people, houses and

automobiles.  The flood claimed 18 lives and caused more than

twenty million dollars damage.

.end

May 13, 1966

The low of 25 degrees established the record low for the month

of May at Garden City.

IN 1981...A tornado 450 yards in width destroyed ninety percent of Emberson

Texas.  People did not see a tornado, but rather a wall of

debris.  Homes were leveled, a man in a bathtub was hurled a

quarter of a mile, and a 1500 pound recreational vehicle was

hurled 500 yards.  Miraculously no deaths occurred in the

tornado.

.end

May 14, 1898

A severe thunderstorm, with some hailstones up to 9.5 inches in

circumference, pounded a four mile wide path across Kansas City

Missouri.  South facing windows were broken in nearly every house

in the central and eastern parts of the city, and several persons

were injured.

IN 1953...The low of 28 degrees established the record low for the month

of May at Liberal.

.end

May 15, 1949

A violent tornado moved through Amarillo TX.  The tornado

tracked through the Amarillo airport and damaged or destroyed 45

aircraft.  7 people were killed and 82 were injured.  Damage was

set at 4.8 million dollars.

IN 1991...There were 16 tornadoes on the ground for short periods of time,

all within 10 miles of Garden City.  No damage was reported. 

In west central Kansas five small tornadoes formed in Wichita

and western Scott counties within a few minutes of each other. 

These tornadoes were fairly weak.

IN 1995...Strong to severe thunderstorms moved across southwest Kansas

during the evening hours.  A tornado developed near Charleston

with three minor injuries reported when a modular home was

destroyed.  There was other damage to several barns, sheds,

implements, trees, fences, and five pivot sprinklers. About 

5 miles north of Charleston and Ingalls strong thunderstorm

winds gusting to over 100 mph snapped off 150 power poles and 40

pivot sprinklers were damaged or destroyed, along with trees and

fences.

.end

May 16, 1874

The Mill Creek disaster occurred west of Northhampton MA.  Dam

slippage resulted in a flash flood which claimed 143 lives, and

caused a million dollars property damage.

IN 1991...A tornado moved northeast from the southwest corner of Hodgeman

county, 23 miles southwest of Jetmore.  This large tornado did

considerable damage to two farmsteads.  A garage, a barn, a shed

and two abandoned farm houses were completely destroyed.  A

total of two people were injured.

IN 1996...The high of 105 degrees established the record high for the month

of May at Dodge City.  This also set a record for the warmest

temperature recorded for so early in the year.

.end

May 17, 1896 

A tornado tracked 100 miles through Northeastern Kansas and

extreme Southeastern Nebraska.  Seneca, Oneida, Sabetha, and

Reserve KS sustained severe damage.  While passing through

Reserve the tornado was 2 miles wide.  25 were killed and 200

were injured.

.end

May 18, 1902

A tornado struck the town of Goliad Texas killing 114 people.  No

US tornado disaster of similar magnitude has ever occurred

farther south than this event.

IN 1980...In the state of Washington, Mount Saint Helens erupted spewing

ash and smoke sixty three thousand feet into the air.  Heavy ash

covered the ground to the immediate northwest, and small

particles were carried to the Atlantic Coast.

.end

May 19, 1990

Thunderstorms deluged Hot Springs Arkansas with thirteen inches of rain 

in nine hours resulting in a devastating flood.  Two waves of water,

four to six feet deep, swept down Central Avenue flooding stores and the 

famous bathhouses on Bathhouse Row.  Water released from Lake Hamilton 

devastated the area between it and Remmel Dam.  The 500 foot Carpenter 

Dam Bridge across Lake Catherine was completely washed away, as were 

cabins and mobile homes near the lake, many of which flowed right over 

the top of the Remmel Dam.

.end

May 20, 1903

In Southwest Kansas, a tornado moved northeast, then east at

Ashland and near Lexington.  About 55 homes were damaged at

Ashland.  Barns were destroyed on two farms that were struck.

IN 1916...A tornado struck the town of Codell, KS.  Another tornado struck

the town the next year, and a third tornado hit again the

following year.  

IN 1918...In western Kansas a large tornado moved northeast from 10 miles

southeast of Wakeeney.  Over 200 head of cattle were killed and

many others were injured.  Farm machinery was carried

considerable distances, and many farm buildings were swept away. 

Damage was $100,000.

IN 1949...Eight or more tornadoes were involved along an 85 mile long track

across the counties of Gray, Ford, Hodgeman and Pawnee. 

Newspapers in the area used headlines such as Tornado army

attacks Kansas to describe the record breaking number of

tornadoes, at least 40 that hit the central and western part of

the state.  No people were killed, but hundreds of animals were. 

Four funnels were seen moving northeast about 6 miles northwest

of Dodge City. A tornado moved northeast from 7 miles southwest of Coldwater

KS, just missing that town, and ending at Wilmore.  The "huge

rotating column" sent the entire town of Coldwater running to

storm cellars.  Most of the $200,000 damage was at Wilmore, as

the entire town was torn apart.

IN 1951...A tornado moved east-northeast near Scott City KS.  A large barn

was destroyed south of Scott City.  The tornado struck five

farms.

IN 1957...A tornado touched down to the southwest of Kansas City and

traveled a distance of 71 miles cutting a swath of near total

destruction through the southeastern suburbs of Ruskin Heights

and Hickman Mills.  The tornado claimed the lives of 45 persons,

and left hundreds homeless.  It was the worst weather disaster

of record for Kansas City.

.end

May 21, 1903

A tornado moved north from 15 miles southwest of Dodge City,

lifting 12 miles west of town.  Homes and barns were destroyed. 

Eight people were injured.

IN 1991...Stationary thunderstorms dumped 8 inches of rain in 6 hours on

Liberal Kansas, causing the worst flood in 45 years.  More than

35 homes were damaged and many people had to be temporarily

relocated.  The Red Cross provided assistance and some residents

could only be reached by boat.  Special pumping equipment was

brought in to remove the water.  Fish, mostly catfish, were being

caught in the streets.  The flood waters remained until 1 pm on

the 23rd.

.end

May 22, 1903

A tornado moved north-northeast from 3 miles north of the Ford

county line, passing 2 miles west of Dodge City.  A dozen barns

and four homes were destroyed on at least 10 farms.

A tornado moved north-northeast, passing 15 miles west of

Kinsley KS.  A woman was killed when her home, probably in

Hodgeman county, was picked up, then "dashed to the ground into

kindling."  The tornado was reportedly seen to "bounce" over the

prairie.  Over 200 cattle were killed by tornadoes this day.

IN 1933...A tornado moved north northeast from 7 miles south southwest of

Liberal Kansas, through that town.  This tornado also struck in

the total darkness of a depression era dust storm.  It masked

this entire western Kansas outbreak.  It destroyed the business

district and the northwest residential area.  At least 165 homes

and 44 businesses were badly damaged or destroyed.  Four people were

killed and 150 injured.  Damage was $750,000.

IN 1951...Heavy rains produced one of the worst flood disasters during the

early morning hours in Hays Kansas.  Six people were killed. 

Heavy rains fell earlier in the month and this also contributed

to the flooding.  1951 ended up as the wettest year for Hays

with 43.34 inches of precipitation recorded.  For May and June,

20.42 inches of rain was recorded at the Kansas State University

Agricultural Research Center just south of Hays.

IN 1987...A powerful tornado virtually wiped the small southwest Texas

community of Saragosa off the map.  The twister destroyed 85

percent of the structures in the town killing 35 persons and

injuring 121 others in the town.  The tornado hurled trucks and

autos through adobe and wood-frame homes, with some vehicles

blown 500 feet.

IN 1993...Two to four inches of rain was reported in the Garden City area. 

Some streets and intersections in the Garden City area were

flooded.

IN 1995...Strong to severe thunderstorms moved across southwest Kansas

during the late afternoon and evening hours.  Hail the size of

cantaloupes were reported in Preston, 7 miles northeast of

Pratt.  In Kinsley, hail smashed numerous building and vehicle

windows.  A hospital had to be evacuated when broken windows

allowed heavy rain to flood the facilities.  In Stafford county,

Rattlsnake Creek was flooding from torrential rain of up to 11

inches.

May 23, 1953

The temperature at Hollis Oklahoma soared from a morning low of 70 

degrees to an afternoon high of 110 degrees to establish a state 

record for the month of May.

.end

May 24, 1930

A tornado touched down near the town of Pratt KS and traveled at

the incredibly slow speed of just 5 mph.

IN 1990...Four tornadoes carved a 109 mile path across central Kansas.  The

third of the four tornadoes blew 88 cars of a 125 car train off

the track, stacking them three to four cars high in some cases. 

It also injured six persons who were trying to escape in

vehicles.  A woman was sucked out of a truck and said that at one

time she was airborne, trying to run but her feet wouldn't touch

the ground.  She also saw a live deer flying through the air.

IN 1991...Gusty thunderstorm winds damaged some trees and hail dented cars

in Cimarron KS.

.end

May 25, 1955 

Two tornadoes struck the town of Blackwell Oklahoma within a few

minutes time during the late evening.  The tornadoes killed 18

persons and injured more than 500 others.  Early the next morning

a tornado virtually obliterated the small community of Udall

Kansas killing 80 persons and injuring 270 persons.  More than

half the persons in the community were killed or injured by the

tornado.

.end

May 26, 1917

A tornado touched down near Louisiana MO about noon and remained

on the ground for a distance of 293 miles, finally lifting seven

hours and twenty minutes later in eastern Jenning County IN. 

The twister cut a swath of destruction two and a half miles wide

through Mattoon IL.  There were 101 persons killed in the

tornado, including 53 at Mattoon, and 38 at Charleston IL.

IN 1953...The high of 106 degrees established the record high for the

month of May at Garden City.

IN 1954...A tornado moved southeast on the north side of Syracuse KS.  Two

homes were unroofed, and a second story was sheared off on

another home.  A total of 19 homes were damaged.

IN 1984...Thunderstorms during the late evening and early morning hours

produced 6 to 13 inches of rain at Tulsa OK in six hours. 

Flooding claimed 14 lives and caused 90 million dollars property

damage.  4600 cars, 743 houses, and 387 apartments were destroyed

or severely damaged in the flood.

IN 1996...Severe weather developed across southwest Kansas during the

afternoon hours.  In Stevens and Seward counties, a tornado did

some damage to trees, grain bins, irrigation sprinklers and a

few farm buildings. A tornado traveled from 11 miles north of Liberal 

to 6 miles south of Sublette.  Along the way, 2 irrigation sprinklers 

were destroyed, fertilizer tanks were carried over 1 mile, 2 houses

were damaged, a fence was destroyed, trees were uprooted, hay

bales were tossed, a 30 foot radio tower was blown down, wheat

plants were pulled up, farm buildings were heavily damaged and

flood irriagation pipe were scattered about. 

A thunderstorm that produced a tornado in Seward and Haskell

counties, spun up an even bigger tornado farther into Haskell

and Gray counties.  The tornado took a few trees in Haskell

county.  In Gray county, 34 irrigation sprinkler systems were

damaged or destroyed, power poles were snapped, 2 houses were

damaged, a barn was destroyed, a truck was overturned and flood

irrigation pipe were tossed like match sticks.  In fact, one

witness reported the 30 foot pieces of pipe were 4 or 5 hundred

feet in the air.  In addition, 3 inch high corn plants were

completely removed leaving the field bare.  Several people video

taping the tornado were chased by the tornado, only to take

shelter under a bridge.  The tornado passed about 1/2 mile east

of them while they watched 5 inch diameter hail pound the

ground.

.end

May 27, 1896

A massive tornado struck St Louis MO killing 306 persons and

causing thirteen million dollars damge.  The tornado path was

short, but cut across a densely populated area.  The tornado was

the most destructive of record in the U.S. up until that time. 

It pierced a five-eighths inch thick iron sheet with a two by

four inch pine plank.

IN 1997...A tornado devastated the small town of Jarrell TX killing 27

people.  Nearly 300 head of cattle were killed with many of them

tossed for over a quarter of a mile. 

IN 2001...The first of three hail storms in a six day period hit Dodge

City.  Severe weather also occurred across Southwestern Kansas

with several reports of 80 to 100 mph winds.  270 pivot

irrigation sprinklers were damaged or destroyed across

southwestern Kansas.  In addition, hail storms moved through

Dodge City on the 29th and the 1st of June. All three storms

produced at least golf ball sized hail resulting in lots of roof

damage.     

.end

May 28, 1974

The high of 105 degrees established the record high for the month

of May at Liberal.

.end

May 29, 1951

A massive hailstorm struck from Wallace to Kearny Counties in

Kansas, causing $6 million worth of damage to crops.

IN 1997

A rainstorm dumped 1.66 inches of rain over a 45 minute time span

in Dodge City.  A young boy wound up in the drainage ditch in the

13 hundred block of 10th Avenue and floated down to West Park

Street before he was pulled out by Ford County and Dodge City

firefighters.  Also, four cars and a truck got tangled up

together at the mouth of the drainage located at the corner of

Third avenue and Vine Street.

.end

May 30, 1879

A major outbreak of severe weather occurred in Kansas and

western Missouri.  In Kansas, tornadoes killed 18 persons at

Delphos, and 30 persons at Irving.  Two tornadoes struck the

town of Irving within a few minutes time virtually wiping the

small Kansas community off the map.

IN 1978...A tornado skipped east-southeast from 5 miles northwest of

Garden City to 12 miles northwest of Dodge City.  This tornado

damaged homes, outbuildings and irrigation systems on 15 farms.

IN 1990...Thunderstorms produced heavy rain in southwestern Kansas in the

late afternoon and again around midnight.  The result was a total

of 6 inches of rain from Garden City to Ford to Kinsley.

.end

May 31, 1889

The Johnstown disaster occurred, the worst flood tragedy in U.S.

history.  Heavy rains collapsed the South Fork Dam sending a

thirty foot wall of water rushing down the already flooded

Conemaugh Valley.  The wall of water, traveling as fast as 22

feet per second, swept away all structures, objects and people. 

2100 persons perished in the flood.

IN 1941...Thunderstorms deluged Burlington KS with 12.59 inches of rain to

establish a 24 hour rainfall record for the state.

.end
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oday's Weather Trivia
Jun 1, 1980

A man from Falmouth ME was struck by lightning restoring his eyesight.  

The man had been blind and partially deaf since a truck accident in 1971.

.end

Jun 2, 1929

Originating 6 miles west of Hardtner Kansas, this spectacular tornado 

moved very slowly east becoming the most photographed tornado to date.  

Visible for 30 miles in all directions, the tornado eventually struck 

the northwest edge of Hardtner but did only minor roof damage. 

.end

Jun 3, 1921

A cloudburst near Pikes Peak Colorado killed 120 people.  Pueblo 

Colorado was flooded by a twenty five foot crest of the Arkansas River, 

killing 70 persons.  Fourteen inches of rain was reported at Boggs Flat, 

where a hard surface road through nearly level country was washed out 

to a depth of seven feet.

IN 1959...Thunderstorms in northwestern Kansas produced up to 18 inches 

of hail near Selden during the early evening.  Crops were completely 

destroyed, and total damage from the storm was about half a million dollars.  

Hail fell for a record 85 minutes.  The temperature dropped from near 80

degrees prior to the storm to 38  degrees at the height of the storm.

.end

Jun 4, 1860

Iowa's "Comanche Tornado", with wind speeds estimated in excess of 300 mph, 

was unquestionably one of the worst experienced by early settlers, with 

nearly a million dollars damage.

IN 1989...Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rains of up to 5 inches in two 

hours that caused flooding in some areas of northwest Ford county and 

eastern Finney County.  Kalvesta in eastern Finney county reported that 

several fences were washed away and highway 156 was closed for a few

hours because of high water.  Dodge City also received heavy rains that 

washed several cars off roadways.  One man nearly drowned as the flood 

waters carried him nearly two blocks after he got out of his car and 

tried to walk through running water.  No major damage was reported in

Dodge City.

.end

Jun 5, 1916

A tornado struck the town of Warren AR killing 83 persons.  There were 125 

deaths that day in a tornado outbreak across Missouri and Arkansas.

IN 1917...Residents near Topeka Kansas reported disk shaped hailstones six to 

ten inches in diameter, and two to three inches thick.  The hailstorm 

was accompanied by a tornado.

IN 1991...In Ulysses KS, lightning struck a radio tower at the county law 

enforcement center damaging part of the computer paging system and radio 

communications.

.end

Jun 6, 1989

Severe thunderstorms developed across southwest Kansas and spawned 

several tornadoes and produced large hail.  A large tornado touched 

down northwest of Liberal and then moved south southeast, just passing 

west of the town.  The tornado did considerable damage to farmsteads and

irrigation systems in its path.  Large hail, up to baseball size, also 

did considerable damage to automobiles and broke out windows in homes.  

Crop damage was extensive in the area from the hail.

IN 1994...In west central Kansas, hail five inches in diameter, knocked 

holes in roofs and damaged windshields and farm machinery 7 miles south 

of Tribune.

.end

Jun 7, 1941

In Copeland KS, one home was unroofed by a tornado, and many other homes 

had roof damage and/or porches torn off.

IN 1989...In Southwest Kansas, heavy rains of 3 to 5 inches fell across Grant 

county, producing flash flooding across the area.  Many roads were 

washed out and extensive crop damage was reported.  The town of Ulysses 

received widespread flooding.

.end

Jun 8, 1953

The worst tornado of record for the state of Michigan killed 116 persons.  

Flint MI was hardest hit.  The tornado, half a mile in width, destroyed 200 

homes on Coldwater Road killing entire families.

IN 1966...A tornado ripped through the heart of the capitol city of Topeka 

Kansas killing sixteen persons and causing 100 million dollars damage.  The 

tornado, which struck during the evening, cut a swath of near total 

destruction eight miles long and four blocks wide.  It was the most 

destructive tornado of record up until that time.

.end

IN 1985...The high of 110 degrees tied the all-time high at Garden City.

.end

Jun 9, 1953

A tornado hit the town of Worcester MA killing ninety persons.  The tornado 

mangled steel towers built to withstand winds of 375 mph.  The tornado, up 

to a mile in width at times, tracked 46 miles through Worcester County.  

Debris from the tornado fell in the Boston area, and adjacent Atlantic Ocean.

IN 1972...A cloudburst along the eastern slopes of the Black Hills of South 

Dakota produced as much as 14 inches of rain resulting in the Rapid 

City flash flood disaster.  The rains, which fell in about four

hours time, caused the Canyon Lake Dam to collapse.  A wall of water 

swept through the city drowning 237 persons, and causing more than 

100 million dollars property damage.

.end

Jun 10, 1752

It is believed that this was the day Benjamin Franklin narrowly missed 

electrocution while flying a kite during a thunderstorm to determine if 

lightning is related to electricity.  

IN 1958...A woman was sucked through the window of her home in El Dorado 

Kansas by a powerful tornado, and was carried sixty feet away.  Beside 

her was found a broken phonograph record entitled "Stormy Weather."

IN 1981...The high of 114 degrees tied the all-time high at Liberal KS.

IN 1994...During the early morning hours, baseball size hail broke house 

windows in south Liberal.

IN 2002...Thunderstorm winds blew the roof off a hanger at the Dodge City 

airport.  A wind gust to 96 miles per hour was recorded by a backup 

wind system.

.end

Jun 11, 1915

A tornado moved slowly northeast from southwest of Mullinville Kansas, 

allowing people to reach shelter from this extremely large tornado.  

One entire farm was completely swept away on the edge of Mullinville, 

and many more homes were destroyed.  As it moved northeast, 8 separate

funnels were noted at one time under the huge rotating cloud.  Damage 

totaled $75,000.  It was reported that three mules were carried two miles.

IN 1996...Hail five inches in diameter fell 13 miles southeast of Mullinville KS.  

There was a report of 10 head of cattle killed by the hail.

.end

Jun 12, 1997

Very strong thunderstorm winds moved a six story coal stacker 240 feet 

two miles south of Holcomb Kansas.  Power lines and power poles were 

blown down 2 miles northwest of Garden City.   

IN, 2002...Large hail pelted parts of Medicine Lodge Kansas.  The hail size ranged 

from nickel to softball.  More than 20 windshields were broken and 

vehicles throughout town sustained severe damage.

.end

Jun 13, 1907

The temperature at Tamarack California dipped to 2 above zero, the lowest 

reading of record for June for the U.S.  The high that day was 30 degrees. 

Tamarack received 42 inches of snow between the 10th and the 13th.  On the 

13th the snow depth was 130 inches.

.end

Jun 14, 1903

The "Heppner Disaster" occurred in Oregon.  A cloudburst in the hills sent a flood down

Willow Creek, and a twenty foot wall of water swept away a third of the town in minutes,

killing 236 residents and causing 100 million dollars damage.

IN 1990...A cluster of severe thunderstorms developed around Meade Kansas, where 

an unconfirmed tornado was reported by the public, and dropped large, 

soft hail from Fowler to Dodge City.  Damage was minimal due to soft and 

infrequent hail drops. 

.end

Jun 15, 1992

The second largest two day tornado outbreak in U.S. history commenced 

as a developing cumulus cloud broke through the cap in north central 

Kansas and exploded into a huge supercell thunderstorm.  This supercell 

produced 39 tornadoes in north central Kansas, including 12 in Mitchell 

county and 9 in Osborne county.  A farmer living south of Cawker City 

reported going to the basement in his farm home 5 different times and 

each time he came out of the basement, his farm had additional damage.  

He also reported that at one time, he counted 3 tornadoes on the ground 

and 4 funnels in the air.  

IN 1997...Severe weather broke out over western Kansas.  Eight miles 

southwest of Pratt, a railroad boxcar was blown off the tracks, and a 

large tree was blown down in Pratt.

.end

Jun 16, 1997

Five miles west of Kiowa Kansas, a thunderstorm produced a two to three 

mile swath of hail.  Some of the hail piled 4 feet deep at the corner 

of one fenced in area.  

.end

Jun 17, 1882

A tornado traveled more than 200 miles across the state of Iowa killing 

130 persons.  The tornado touched down about ninety miles west of Grinnell, 

and struck the town and college around sunset, killing 60 persons, and 

causing more than a half a million dollars damage.

IN 1987...Thunderstorms produced severe weather in the south central U.S.  Thunderstorms in Kansas

produced wind gusts to 76 mph at Lyons, and baseball size hail at Garden City.

.end

Jun 18, 1993

In west central Kansas, heavy rain caused roads in the Syracuse area 

to flood.  As much as 1 foot of water covered some roads for a short 

period of time.  In Greeley county, golfball size hail, driven by 

thunderstorm winds, damaged wheat and broke windows along a 4 mile path 

from 5 miles south of Astor to 9 miles south of Astor.  Trees were also 

blown down.

.end

Jun 19, 1835 

A tornado tore through the center of New Brunswick NJ killing five persons and scattering

debris as far as Manhattan Island.  The tornado provided the first opportunity for scientists to

study firsthand the track of such a storm.

IN 1938...A cloudburst near Custer Creek MT (near Miles City) caused a train wreck killing 48 persons. 

An estimated four to seven inches of rain deluged the head of the creek that evening, and water

flowing through the creek weakened the bridge.  As a result, a locomotive and seven passenger

cars plunged into the swollen creek.  One car, a tourist sleeper, was completely submerged.

IN 1965...The Arkansas River crested at 15.68 feet in Dodge City.  Heavy rains in 

Eastern Colorado combined with three broken dams started the torrent of 

water which flowed through Colorado and Kansas.  The river rose 7 feet in 

15 minutes between 9 am and 915 am.  The flood waters reached from the 

railroad tracks on the north side to just barely covering Beeson street 

on the south.   The deepest part of south Dodge was about 7 feet under 

water.  The deep water created other problems, when gas regulators were 

covered, pressure built up in the gas lines and Dodge City was rocked by 

explosions.  Total urban losses in Dodge City and Wilroads Gardens were

estimated at nearly 3.8 million dollars, including damages to 615 

residences and 155 businesses.  Twenty four Kansas counties were declared 

flood disasters. 

IN 1972...Hurricane Agnes moved onshore near Cape San Blas FL with gusts to 80 mph, and exited

Maine on the 26th.  There were 117 deaths, mainly due to flooding from North Carolina to New

York state, and total damage was estimated at more than three billion dollars.  Up to 19 inches

of rain deluged western Schuylkill County PA.  The rains of Hurricane Agnes resulted in one of

the greatest natural disasters in U.S. history.  Agnes caused more damage than all other tropical

cyclones in the previous six years combined (which included Celia and Camille).

IN 1990...A super cell thunderstorm moved into western Kansas producing three tornadoes and large hail. 

The largest and most destructive tornado started 5 miles northwest of Ulysses and was on the

ground for about 20 miles.  One residence in Ulysses was destroyed and several were damaged. 

Two grain and implement companies were extensively damaged.  The Red Rock school, 12

miles east of Ulysses was heavily damaged.  The roof of the century-old school was taken off

and blown onto a house nearby.  A large swath of wheat was destroyed from 12 miles southeast

of Syracuse to 12 miles east of Ulysses.  The tornado lifted 12 miles east of Ulysses.

IN 1992...Two batches of severe thunderstorms, occurring within 6 hours of each other, dumped

hailstones up to 4.5 inches in diameter across Sedgwick and surrounding counties in south-

central Kansas.  Over 10,000 homes were damaged.  The hail left wheat fields in a near total

loss.  Estimated property damage totaled $500 million with crop damage at $100 million.  The

thunderstorm episode ranks as one of the worst ever to hit Kansas.

.end

Jun 20, 1928

A farmer near Greensburg Kansas looked up into the heart of a tornado.  

He described its walls as rotating clouds lit with constant flashes of 

lightning and a strong gassy odor with a screaming, hissing sound.

IN 1954...A severe hailstorm struck Wichita KS and vicinity causing nine million dollars damage.

.end

Jun 21, 1996

Very strong thunderstorm winds blew a roof off a bowling alley in Ulysses Kansas.  Numerous 

trees were down, roofs damaged and around 100 power poles were blown down in the vicinity 

of Ulysses. Very strong thunderstorm winds blew down 100 power poles in the vicinity of Ness City KS. 

Numerous farms were damaged from 3 miles south to 11 miles southwest to 2 miles west of

Ness City.  Thunderstorm winds were sustained for several minutes at 80 mph at Jetmore KS.  

A semi-truck was overturned and power lines were down.  The wind peaked at 96 mph.

.end

Jun 22, 1907

Five tornadoes touched down in the Medicine Lodge Kansas area.  Two of 

them hit the town, destroying nine homes and damaging 25 others.

IN 1947...Twelve inches of rain fell in 42 minutes at Holt MO establishing a world rainfall record.  The

record was tied on January 24-25, 1956, at the Kilauea Sugar Plantation in Hawaii, as their state

record was established with 38 inches of rain in 24 hours.

IN 1991...Several fields of wheat and other crops north of Kendall KS in Hamilton and Kearney counties

suffered major damage in a 3 to 4 mile wide swath of hail.  Some farmers sustained total losses

on their ready to harvest wheat.  Two tractor-semitrailers wound up in ditches just east of U.S.

Highway 50 and Kendall highway intersection.  One truck was laid on its side and the other was

still upright.

IN 2003...The largest hailstone ever recovered in the United States fell 

in Aurora Nebraska, with a record 7 inch diameter and a circumference 

of 18.75 inches.

.end

Jun 23, 1944

Four tornadoes killed 153 persons and caused five million dollars damage in Pennsylvania,

West Virginia and Maryland.  The tornadoes formed during the evening and moved

southeastward along parallel paths flattening everything in their way.  The town of Shinnston

WV was leveled, and was left with the majority of the casualties.  Until that time it was

believed that damaging tornadoes did not travel across mountainous terrain.

IN 1967...A tornado moved southeast from 12 miles north of Lakin Kansas, 

devastating the north half of Garden City, passing 8 miles north of 

Charleston, and ending 7 miles north of Ingalls.  Over 40 homes were 

damaged, and about 150 lost the roof and at least some homes were 

completely leveled.  Losses in Garden City totaled $4,000,000.  Rural 

losses added about $1,000,000.

.end

Jun 24, 1953

The high of 110 degrees established the all-time high at Garden City.  It was tied July 13, 1954

and June 8, 1985.

IN 1992...In west central Kansas, thunderstorms with heavy rain produced 6 to 8 

inches of water over Highway 25 six miles north of Leoti. Highway 50 

was flooded between Syracuse and Kendall.

IN 1997...Severe weather developed over western Kansas.  Winds gusting at up to 80 mph snapped power

poles, shutting off electricity to Hays, Munjor and Victoria.  Two miles east of Moscow, three

railroad boxcars were blown off the tracks.  

.end

Jun 25, 1980

The high of 114 degrees established the all time high at Liberal.  It 

was tied June 10, 1981.

.end

Jun 26, 1989

Thunderstorms in Kansas produced wind gusts to 90 mph at Liberal, and hail four inches in

diameter at Quinter.

IN 1993...A tornado damaged or destroyed many roofs to homes and mobile homes 

on the east side of Garden City.  Two mobile homes were knocked off 

their foundations.  A semi trailer truck was knocked over.  Six hangar 

doors at the Garden City Airport were blown off.  One hangar door

was blown into a Aerostar airplane parked inside the hanger.  A modular 

classroom at an elementary school was knocked off its foundation.

.end

Jun 27, 1951

Shortly after midnight a tornado struck the northern part of Wakeeney 

killing 4 people and completely destroying 45 homes.  Around 60 more 

homes were heavily damaged.  The loss was estimated at nearly two million 

dollars.

IN 1957...Hurricane Audrey smashed ashore at Cameron LA drowning 390 

persons in the storm tide, and causing 150 million dollars damage in Texas, 

Louisiana and Mississippi.  A storm surge greater than twelve feet inundated 

the Louisiana coast as much as 25 miles inland.  It was the deadliest June 

hurricane of record for the U.S.

IN 1987...Thunderstorms moving out of Nebraska produced severe weather in 

north central Kansas after midnight.  Thunderstorm winds gusting to 100 mph 

damaged more than fifty camping trailers at the state park campground at 

Lake Waconda injuring 16 persons.  

IN 1992...A line of severe thunderstorms moved across southwestern Kansas.  

Large hail, damaging winds, and flash flooding occurred across the area.  

A tornado was reported 8 miles west southwest of Dodge City.  Rainfall 

amounts of five to six inches were reported in some counties.  Softball 

size hail blew out windows and screens of a building 3 miles south of 

Cimarron.

.end

Jun 28, 1923

A massive tornado hit Sandusky Ohio, then swept across Lake Erie to 

strike the town of Lorain.  The tornado killed 86 persons and caused 

twelve million dollars damage.  The tornado outbreak that day was the 

worst of record for the state of Ohio up til that time.

IN 1980...The temperature at Wichita Falls TX soared to 117 degrees, 

their hottest reading of record. Daily highs were 110 degrees or hotter 

from June 24th to July 3rd.

IN 2003...A tremendous storm rolled in from the east into Liberal.  The 

combination of 80 to 100 mph wind and hail bigger than golfballs produced 

at least 8 million dollars in damage.  Flash flooding occurred following 

the devasting hail and wind storm.  Nearly all streets in and around 

Liberal were flooded. Several cars were stranded.  A field overflowed onto 

highway 83 north of town.

.end

Jun 29, 1998

The high of 110 degrees established the all time high for Dodge City.

.end

Jun 30, 1972

The entire state of Pennsylvania was declared a disaster area as a result 

of the catastrophic flooding caused by Hurricane Agnes, which claimed 48 

lives, and caused 2.1 billion dollars damage.

IN 1988...Thunderstorms in eastern Kansas drenched Worden with 12.21 inches of 

rain, and a wall of water two to four feet deep swept through Lone Star 

Kansas flooding every home in the town.  Up to ten inches of rain was 

reported southeast of Callaway Nebraska.

.end
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Two inches of rain fell in 30 minutes about 3 and a half miles

south southeast of Trousdale Kansas.  The heavy rain washed out

roads and left water holes that measured 100 feet long.

.end

Jul 2, 1843

An alligator reportedly fell from the sky onto Anson Street in 

Charleston SC during a thunderstorm.

.end

Jul 3, 1994 

A weakening thunderstorm just after midnight produced damage in

northeast Dodge City.  Skylights were blown off houses. 

Basketball goals and fences were downed from wind estimates to

85 mph. During the late afternoon hours, several incidents of large hail

were reported in and around Dodge City for a fifteen minute

period.  There was considerable damage to roofs and automobiles. 

Half an hour later another thunderstorm produced hail damage to

roofs on the outskirts of Dodge City.

.end

Jul 4, 1932

A massive tornado struck Washington Kansas destroying 50 homes

and killing 5 people.

IN 1956...A world record for the most rain in one minute was set at

Unionville Maryland with a downpour of 1.23 inches.

.end

Jul 5, 1997

Severe thunderstorms developed over western Kansas during the

afternoon hours.  In Manter, an elderly man and two children were

injured by a lightning bolt.  All three had to be revived by CPR

and all three were burned.  Witnesses said they heard thunder

only a couple of times but saw no lightning. In western Kansas, 

very strong thunderstorm winds blew over a semi and a winnebago 

on Interstate 70 two miles south of Voda in Trego county.

.end     

Jul 6, 1893

A violent tornado killed 71 persons on its forty mile track

across northwestern Iowa.  Forty nine persons were killed around

Pomeroy, where eighty percent of the buildings were destroyed,

with most leveled to the ground.  Photos showed most of the town

without a wall or tree left standing.

IN 1986...Thunderstorm rains at mid morning, and again during the 

evening, produced major flash flooding at Leavenworth Kansas.  The

official rainfall total was 10.37 inches, but unofficial totals

exceeded twelve inches.

.end

Jul 7, 1987

Temperatures fluctuated at Greensburg Kansas from 75 at 7 am to

95 in a few minutes then dropped back to 86 by 8 am.  This was

accompanied by dust devils and strange clouds.

IN 1996...At Healy Kansas, a large tree was uprooted by strong

thunderstorm winds, a roof was partially blown off a senior

center and 13 power lines were down between Healy and Amy.

Jul 8, 1992

Severe thunderstorms produced a very long downburst at Concordia

Kansas.  Peak one minute sustained winds reached 108 mph at

Concordia Airport and exceeded 60 mph for over 20 minutes.  Six 

people were injured and damage was estimated at $25 million.

.end

Jul 9, 1860

A hot blast of air in the middle of a sweltering summer pushed

the mercury up to 115 degrees at Fort Scott Kansas and Lawrence

Kansas, and 112 degrees at Topeka.

.end

Jul 10, 1913

The temperature hit 134 degrees at Greenland Ranch in Death

Valley California, the hottest reading of record for North

America.  Sandstorm conditions accompanied the heat.

.end

Jul 11, 1883

A tornado hit the edge of Cimarron Kansas.  Six buildings,

including one home, were destroyed.

IN 1954...The high of 110 degrees tied the all time high at 

Garden City.

.end

Jul 12, 1951

The Kaw River flood occurred.  The month of June that year was

the wettest of record for the state of Kansas, and during the

four days preceding the flood much of eastern Kansas and western

Missouri received more than ten inches of rain.  Flooding in the

midwest claimed 41 lives, left 200 thousand persons homeless,

and caused a billion dollars property damage.  Kansas City was

hardest hit.  The central industrial district sustained 870

million dollars property damage.

IN 1989...Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rains of up to 6 

inches in two hours time that caused minor flooding in some areas 

of southwest Kansas. In Dodge City, 4 inches of rain caused some 

basement flooding while many fields were under water for a short 

time in Finney County.

IN 1991...Fifteen miles northeast of St.John Kansas, two oil tank 

batteries were ignited by lightning.  A loud explosion was heard 

and the blaze lasted for over an hour.

.end

Jul 13, 1993

Heavy rains of three to five inches in an hour caused flooding of

streets and roads in Dodge City.  A total of 15 cars were washed

down 3rd Avenue with seven cars being piled up on top of each

other at 3rd Avenue and Vine street.  People had to be rescued

from their cars.  Wyatt Earp Boulevard was also flooded. 

Standing water of one and a half to two feet was reported in

southwestern Dodge City. In south central Kansas, heavy rains 

in Kiowa county caused widespread flooding and as much as eight 

inches of rain was reported in portions of the county.  The 

Rattlesnake Creek was out of its banks throughout the county and 

was reported to be as wide as five miles near the Edwards county 

line.  Railroad tracks were washed out south of Kiowa County Lake.  

The water subsided around 5 am the next day.

.end

Jul 14, 1936

Extreme heat prevailed across the central U.S. as severe drought 

raged from Texas to the Dakotas. Record high temperatures were 

established in sixteen states that summer, including readings as 

high as 120 degrees in the Great Plains Region. On this particular 

date, afternoon highs for 113 stations across the state of Iowa 

averaged 108.7 degrees.

.end

Jul 15, 1983

The Big Thompson Creek in Colorado flooded for the second time in 

seven years, claiming three lives, and filling the town of Estes 

Park with eight to ten feet of water.

.end

Jul 16, 1920

A severe hailstorm over parts of Antelope and Boone counties in 

Nebraska stripped trees of bark and foliage, ruined roofs, and broke 

nearly every window facing north.

.end

Jul 17, 1934

One of the worst heat waves in the history of the nation

commenced.  During the last two weeks of the month extreme heat

claimed 679 lives in Michigan, including 30 in Detroit alone.

IN 1987...Slow moving thunderstorms caused flooding on the Guadalupe 

River in Texas resulting in tragic losses of life.  A bus and van

leaving a summer youth camp stalled near the rapidly rising

river, just west of the town of Comfort, and a powerful surge of

water swept away 43 persons, mostly teenagers.  Ten drowned in

the floodwaters.  Most of the others were rescued from tree tops

by helicopter.

.end

Jul 18, 1889

A cloudburst in West Virginia along the small creeks in Wirt,

Jackson and Wood counties claimed twenty lives.  Rockport West

Virginia reported nineteen inches of rain in two hours and ten

minutes that Thursday evening.  Tygart Creek rose 22 feet in one

hour, and villages were swept away on Tygart, Slate, Tucker, and

Sandy creeks.

IN 1993...In south central Kansas, heavy rains in and around Stafford

County caused flooding of the normally dry Antelope Creek. 

Flooding of roads and streets began in Radium during the morning

hours.  Some sandbaging was done in the town.  After 4 pm the

Antelope Creek overflowed its banks and contributed to more

flooding in the Radium area.  The flooding continued until the

morning hours on the 19th.  Basements were filled with water in

some homes.  This was the worst flooding in Radium since the

spring of 1973.  Flooding continued until about 9 am on the 19th. 

Large areas of the Quivira Waterfowl Refuge were flooded also.  

.end

Jul 19, 1977

Thunderstorms produced torrential rains over parts of

southwestern Pennsylvania.  Some places received more than twelve

inches in a seven hour period.  The heavy rains caused flash

flooding along streams resulting in widespread severe damage. 

The cloudburst flooded Johnstown with up to ten feet of water

resulting in 76 deaths, countless injuries, and 424 million

dollars damage.

.end

Jul 20, 1930

The temperature at Washington D.C. soared to an all-time record 

of 106 degrees. The next day Hillsboro reached 110 degrees to set 

a record for the state of Delaware. July 1930 was one of the hottest 

and driest summers in the U.S., particularily in the Missouri Valley 

where severe drought conditions developed. Toward the end of the 

month state records were set for Kentucky with 114 degrees, and 

Mississippi with 115 degrees.

.end

Jul 21, 1993

Heavy rains in and around west central and central Kansas caused

the Walnut Creek to flood through Rush county.  Flooding began

during the morning hours.  Most homes in Alexander had flooded

basements. Water covered highway 96 between Alexander and Nekoma. 

Highway 183 south of Rush Center was covered by 20 inches of water 

and was closed to most traffic. Several families were evacuated as 

three feet of water covered most streets in Timken.  The Timken post

office, mid state coop, Timken seed company, and six residential

blocks were flooded.  The Big Timber Creek went out of its banks

south of Liebenthal and flooded highway 183.  A highway

construction project at the Big Timber Creek was completely

under water.  Flood conditions ended by 10 am on the 24th.

Heavy rains across west-central and central kansas from july 18th

to july 24th caused flooding along the Pawnee River from Burdett

to Larned.  Highway 183 in Sanford was closed due to flood

conditions on july 23rd.  Flooding subsided by about 9 pm on the

24th.

.end

Jul 22, 1918

A single bolt of lightning struck 504 sheep dead in their tracks 

at the Wasatch National Forest in Utah. Sheep often herd together 

in storms, and as a result the shock from the lightning bolt was 

passed from one animal to another. 

.end

Jul 23, 1995

In Dodge City, thunderstorm winds to 100 mph caused extensive

damage to fences.  One filling station canopy was downed and it

landed on two occupied vehicles but there were no injuries.  One

roof was taken off a house with debris scattered several hundred

yards.  A large storage shed was heavily damaged with two motor

homes inside receiving extensive damage.  Debris was carried one

quarter of a mile.

IN 1996...Hail up to 4 inches in diameter damaged almost every 

roof in the town of Protection in Comanche county.  Some windows 

were broken and 30 to 50 percent of the crop was lost.

.end

Jul 24, 1936

A record high temperature was set for Kansas with a reading of

121 degrees near Alton.

IN 1939...In west central Kansas, a tornado hit 15 miles south 

of Leoti. A large barn was destroyed and a bull was killed.

IN 1980...Claudette, a weak tropical Storm, deluged southeastern 

Texas with torrential rains.  The Houston suburb of Alvin received 

43 inches, a 24 hour record for the United States.

.end

Jul 25, 1956

The Andrea Doria sank in dense fog near Nantucket Lightship

Massachusetts.  The ship was rammed by the Swedish American

liner, Stockholm, 45 miles off the coast of Massachusetts. 

Fifty two persons drowned, or were killed by the impact.

IN 1992...Grapefruit sized hail knocked windshields out of 

several cars about 9 and a half miles northeast of Scott City 

Kansas.

IN 1995...Thunderstorms moved across southwest Kansas during 

the late afternoon and early evening hours.  Two windmills 

and 14 power poles were blown down 8 miles southeast of Bucklin.

.end

Jul 26, 1943

Tishomingo Oklahoma baked in the heat as the mercury soared to 

121 degrees, a state record.

.end

Jul 27, 1943

On a whim, and flying a single engine AT6, Lieutenant Ralph

O'Hair and Colonel Buckworth were the first to fly into a

hurricane.  It started regular Air Force flights into hurricanes.

.end

Jul 28, 1819

A small but intense hurricane passed over Bay Saint Louis

Mississippi.  The hurricane was considered the worst in fifty

years.  Few houses were left standing either at Bay Saint Louis

or at Pass Christian, and much of the Mississippi coast was

desolate following the storm.  A US cutter was lost along with

its 39 crew members.  The storm struck the same area that was hit

150 years later by Hurricane Camille.

.end

Jul 29, 1981

Fifty cattle, each weighing 800 pounds, were killed by lightning 

near Vance AL. The lightning struck a tree and then spread along 

the ground killing the cattle.

.end

Jul 30, 1979

A 40 minute hailstorm bombed Fort Collins CO with baseball to 

softball size hail. Twenty five hundred automobiles and two 

thousand homes were damaged, and about 25 persons were injured, 

mainly when hit on the head by the huge stones. A three month old 

baby died later of injuries.

.end

Jul 31, 1976

A stationary thunderstorm produced more than ten inches of rain

which funneled into the narrow Thompson River Canyon of

northeastern Colorado.  A wall of water six to eight feet high

wreaked a twenty five mile path of destruction from Estes Park

to Loveland killing 156 persons.  The flash flood caught

campers, and caused extensive structural and highway damage. 

Ten miles of US Highway 34 were totally destroyed as the river

was twenty feet higher than normal at times.

IN 1980...Record heat continued across the middle of the country.  

Dodge City recorded 22 days of 100 degrees or higher, with 17 of 

those days in a row with temperatures of 102 degrees or higher. 

.end
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A powerful thunderstorm produced 100 mph winds and large hail in eastern Kansas

and southwestern Missouri causing 71 million dollars damage, and injuring 19

persons.  It was one of the worst thunderstorms of record for Kansas.  Crops were

mowed to the ground in places and roofs blown off buildings along its path, 150

miles long and 30 miles wide, from near Abilene to southeast of Pittsburg.

IN 1993...High winds from thunderstorms caused roof damage in Holcomb KS, picked 

up and carried trash dumpsters over parked vehicles, and blew the windows out of

vehicles.  In Deerfield Kansas thunderstorm winds blew off an awning to a gas 

station onto two trucks.  The wind also blew out windows at some buildings.  

Large trees were uprooted in and around the Deerfield area.

.end

Aug 2, 1954

Severe thunderstorms produced golf ball size for thirty minutes in north central

Kansas.  One drift measured 200 feet long, seventy feet wide and three feet

deep.

IN 1996...Powerful thunderstorms moved across southwest and south central Kansas 

during the evening hours.  In Pratt county 8 train cars were blown off the tracks 

while the train was moving.  This occurred 1 mile west of Cullison.  One family was

nearly run over by the derailing train cars.  One boxcar ended up about 10 feet

away from their vehicle.  Winds were nearly 125 mph.  From 3 miles south of Lewis 

to Belpre, very strong thunderstorm winds killed calves, blew cars off the highway 

and blew down 60 power poles.  A large tree was uprooted in Belpre.  The tree was 

Belpre's historic balsam fir tree, a landmark in the town for 108 years.  It also 

was the first balsam fir tree planted in Kansas.  The tree was planted by a local 

blacksmith in 1888 after a trip back from Colorado.  In Larned, very strong 

thunderstorm winds blew down trees, damaged several buildings and power lines were 

blown down.  A Midas car care garage door was blown off.  One person was injured 

when a semi truck was blown over on highway 156 just outside of town.  There were 

unofficial and unconfirmed reports of 125 mph winds recorded on home stations. 

.end       

Aug 3, 1885

A tornado hit Philadelphia and Camden along its eight mile path.

.end

Aug 4, 1980

A record forty two consecutive days of 100 degree heat finally came to an end at

the Dallas Fort Worth airport.  July 1980 proved to be the hottest month of

record with a mean temperature of 92 degrees.  There was just one day of rain in

July, and there was no measurable rain in August.  There were 18 more days of

100 degree heat in August, and four in September.  Hot weather that summer

contributed to the deaths of twelve hundred people nationally, and losses from the heat

across the country were estimated at twenty billion dollars.

.end

Aug 5, 1995

Near Deerfield KS, hail piled in huge drifts and stripped corn in a two mile wide

swath.  Hail drifts were still evident 24 hours later.  Rain of over six inches in a 

short time caused flash flooding in the Deerfield area.  Highway 50 was covered by 

three feet of water and was closed for several hours and limited to one way traffic 

for 24 hours.  Sand was deposited on many streets bringing out heavy equipment to 

clear the debris.

.end

Aug 6, 1950

A tornado hit a farm and a home was unroofed 6 miles east of Garden City KS.

IN 1997...Heavy rain fell across Finney county accumulating up to 5 inches.  Minor 

flooding occurred at the Fair Grounds and in other low lying areas.  Five to ten 

inches of rain fell about 10 miles northwest of Lakin.  Flooding washed out a bridge on

Highway 25 between Lakin and Leoti.  A watershed lake filled up to capacity, one that 

had not had water in it for over 30 years.

.end

Aug 7, 1904

A flash flood near Pueblo Colorado washed a train from the tracks killing 89

passengers.  A bridge, weakened by the floodwaters sweeping through the valley

below, gave way under the weight of the train dashing all but the sleeping cars

into the torrent drowning the occupants.  Rail service was frequently interrupted

in the Rocky Mountain region and southwestern United States that summer due to numerous

heavy downpours which washed out the railroad beds delaying trains as much as five

days.

.end

Aug 8, 1882

An August snowstorm was reported by a ship on Lake Michigan.  A thick cloud reportedly 

burst on the decks covering them with snow and slush six inches deep.  Snow showers 

were observed at shore points that day.

.end

Aug 9, 1878

The second most deadly tornado in New England history struck Wallingford CT killing 

34 persons, injuring 100 others, and completely destroying thirty homes.  The tornado 

started as a waterspout over a dam on the Quinnipiac River.  It was 400 to 600 feet wide, 

and had a short path length of two miles.

.end 

Aug 10, 1893

There were 2 tornadoes north and east of Bucklin KS.  East of Bucklin, one barn

was destroyed by an "exceedingly large funnel cloud."

IN 1996...One mile southeast of Ashland KS, lightning struck a home and caused extensive 

damage.  South and southwest walls of the house were moved off the foundation and the

carpet was singed.  The floor in one room was forced 2 feet upward and several

walls were cracked.

IN 2000...Damaging winds from thunderstorms damaged buildings, broke off light poles and

damaged trees in Dodge City.  Gusts tore off part of a roof of a lumberyard and

tossed it across Wyatt Earp Boulevard where it slammed into the side of a sheet

metal company.  

.end

Aug 11, 1908

A tornado moved northeast from southeast of Offerle KS, passing 5 miles west of

Kinsley to just west of town.  This tornado appeared as fog rising from the

ground.  Barns were destroyed and homes were torn apart.

.end

Aug 12, 1936

The high of 109 degrees tied the record high for the month of August at Dodge

City

IN 1955...During the second week of August hurricanes Connie and Diane produced 

as much as 19 inches of rain in the northeastern U.S. forcing rivers from Virginia to

Massachusetts into a high flood.  Westfield MA was deluged with 18.15 inches of

rain in 24 hours, and at Woonsocket RI the Blackstone River swelled from seventy

feet in width to a mile and a half.  Connecticut and the Delaware valley were

hardest hit.  Total damage in new england was 800 million dollars, and flooding

claimed 187 lives.

.end

Aug 13, 1936

The high of 109 degrees tied the record high for the month of August at Dodge

City.

.end

Aug 14, 1936

Temperatures across much of eastern Kansas soared above 110 degrees.  Kansas

City Missouri hit an all time record high of 113 degrees.  It was one of sixteen

consecutive days of 100 degree heat for Kansas City.  During that summer there

were a record 53 days of 100 degree heat, and during the three summer months

Kansas City received just 1.12 inches of rain.  

.end

Aug 15, 1787

Tornadoes were reported in Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and New 

Hampshire.  Wethersfield CT was hard hit by the tornado outbreak.

.end

Aug 16, 1777

The Battle of Bennington, delayed a day by rain, was fought.  The rain delayed British 

reinforcements, and allowed the Vermont Militia to arrive in time, enabling the 

Americans to win a victory by defeating two enemy forces, one at a time.

.end

Aug 17, 1915

A hurricane hit Galveston TX with wind gusts to 120 mph and a twelve foot storm

surge.  The storm claimed 275 lives, 42 on Galveston Island, with most deaths

due to drowning.  Of 250 homes built outside the seawall (built after the

catastrophic hurricane of 1900), just ten percent were left standing.

IN 1969...Camille, the second worst hurricane in United States history, smashed into the

Mississippi coast.  Winds gusted to 172 mph at Main Pass Block Louisiana, and to 190

mph near Bay Saint Louis Mississippi.  The hurricane claimed 256 lives, and caused 1.3

billion dollars damage.  Several ocean going ships were carrried over seven miles

inland by the hurricane.  The hurricane produced winds to 200 mph, and a storm

surge of 24.6 feet.  Complete destruction occurred in some coastal areas near the

eye of the hurricane.

.end

Aug 18, 1925

During the late afternoon hours a severe hailstorm struck southeastern Iowa completely 

destroying crops along a path six to ten miles wide and 75 miles long.  The hail 

also injured and killed poultry and livestock, and caused a total of 2.5 million 

dollars damage.  The hailstorm flattened fields of corn to such an extent that many 

had to leave their farms in search of other work.  It was one of the worst hailstorms 

of record for the nation.

.end

Aug 19, 1969

Never say die Camille let loose a cloudburst in Virginia resulting in flash

floods and landslides which killed 151 persons and caused 140 million dollars

damage.  Massies Hill Virginia received 27 inches of rain.

.end

Aug 20, 1910

The "big blow up" of forest fires finally came to an end in Idaho.  A record dry

August fueled 1736 fires which burned three million acres destroying six billion

board feet of timber.  The fires claimed the lives of 85 persons, 75 of which

were fire fighters, and consumed the entire town of Wallace.  The smoke spread a

third of the way around the world producing some dark days in the U.S. and

Canada.  The forest fires prompted federal fire protection laws.  

IN 1997...Severe weather developed across much of southwest Kansas.  In Minneola 

nearly every window in the small community were broken with siding destroyed on 

many homes.  Cars received considerable damage too.  Shingles were also torn off. 

Skylights were broken at the school.

.end

Aug 21, 1883

A tornado hit Rochester MN killing 34 persons and wrecking 1351 dwellings.

IN 1918...A tornado struck Tyler MN killing 36 persons and destroying most of the 

business section of the town resulting in a million dollars damage.

IN 1995...In Hays four and one half inches of rain in a short time on the northeast 

side of town caused flash flooding.  One person was swept into a drainage ditch but 

was rescued without injury.  A storm that moved through the Wakeeney area left trees

down and took some roofs off area buildings.  Outlying areas reported lost barn

roofs and large limbs down.

.end

Aug 22, 1993

Thunderstorm winds caused roof damage on some buildings at the Fort Hays state

historic site.  Large trees were uprooted and snapped in the Hays area.  A wind

gust to 70 mph was recorded at the Hays airport.

.end

Aug 23, 1906

Thunderstorms deluged Kansas City MO with six inches of rain during the early 

morning, including nearly three inches in thirty minutes.

.end

Aug 24, 1989

Thunderstorm winds laid down a path of damage from 8 miles northwest of Ellis KS 

to 8 miles southeast of the town.  The wind ripped the roof from the Ellis high

school gymnasium and damaged many homes in Ellis.  Outbuildings at several

farms southeast and northwest of town were damaged or destroyed.  Lightning set

fire to an oil tank battery northwest of town.

.end

Aug 25, 1998

A microburst from a thunderstorm destroyed a mobile home in Richfield KS.  An

outbuilding had a tree limb impaled into it.

.end

Aug 26, 1883

Krakatoa volcano exploded in the East Indies.  The explosion was heard more than

twenty five hundred miles away, and every barograph around the world recorded the

passage of the air wave up to seven times.  Giant waves, 125 feet high and traveling

300 miles per hour, devastated everything in their path, hurling ashore coral blocks

weighing up to 900 tons, and killing more than thirty six thousand persons.  Volcanic

ash was carried around the globe in thirteen days producing blue and green suns in 

the tropics, and then vivid red sunsets in higher altitudes.

.end

Aug 27, 1893

The first of three great hurricanes that year struck South Carolina drowning more

than 1000 persons in a tidal surge at Charleston.

.end

Aug 28, 1989

Thunderstorm winds caused considerable tree damage in Pratt KS.

.end

Aug 29, 1991

Thunderstorm wind gusts of 65 mph, combined with golfball-size hail, blew out

the windows of a few houses 3 miles west of Dodge City.  The large hail also

killed a bunch of sparrows nesting in surrounding trees.  In Garden City, lightning 

struck service transformers, electric lines, and buildings causing power outages and 

several structural fires.  Lightning also caused one house fire that resulted in $20,000 damage.  Flooding occurred along US Highway 281 near the Kansas Oklahoma border due to heavy rainfall.  Water was up to the tail lights of some cars and the highway patrol had to stop traffic until the water subsided.

.end

Aug 30, 1915

The low of 43 degrees established a record low for the month of August at Dodge City.

IN 1934...A tornado moved southeast from northeast of Ogallah KS.  Barns and outbuildings

were destroyed on a half dozen farms.

.end

Aug 31, 1964

A tornado moved from 7 miles southeast to 5 miles northeast of Hays KS.  Barns were destroyed.

IN 1980...August ended with 9 days of 100 degrees or higher at Dodge City.  During 1980, Dodge City hit 100 or higher 6 times in June, 22 days in July, 9 in August month and finally 2 times in September for a total of 39 days in 1980.

.end
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Today's Weather Trivia
Sep 1, 1894

A forest fire driven by high winds burned down the town of

Hinkley Minnesota killing 418 persons.

.end

Sep 2, 1935

Perhaps the most intense hurricane ever to hit the United States struck the Florida Keys with 200 mph winds.  The hurricane produced a fifteen foot tide and waves thirty feet high.  400 persons perished in the storm on that Labor day.  The barometric pressure at Matecumbe Bay Florida hit a record low for the United States of 26.38 inches.

.end

Sep 3, 1947

The high of 106 degrees established the record high for the month

of September at Dodge City.

IN 1970...During the early evening hours, in the midst of a severe

hailstorm at Coffeyville Kansas, a stone 17.5 inches in circumference

and nearly two pounds in weight was recovered.  It was the

largest measured hailstone in United States weather records up 

until June 22, 2003, when a larger stone was reported in Aurora 

Nebraska.  Average stone size from the storm was five inches in diameter, with another stone reportedly eight inches in diameter.

.end

Sep 4, 1945

The high of 108 degrees established the record high for the month

of September at Liberal.

.end

Sep 5, 1950

Hurricane Easy produced the greatest 24-hour rainfall in U.S.

weather records.  The hurricane deluged Yankeetown, on the upper

west coast of Florida, with 38.7 inches of rain.

IN 1989...Thunderstorms produced six to ten inches of rain in south 

central Kansas between 6 am and Noon.  Serious flooding was reported

around Wichita, with water four feet deep along some roads.  

IN 1996...Hurricane Fran made landfall with 115 mph winds along the 

North Carolina coast.  The Carolina coastal area had just finished

cleaning up the damage from Hurricane Bertha.  As much as 6 to 12

inches of rain fell in portions of North Carolina and Virginia. 

Fran caused 34 fatalities and 3.2 billion dollars damage.

.end    

Sep 6, 1881

Forest fires in Michigan and Ontario resulted in Yellow Day in

the northeastern United States.  Twenty villages in Michigan burned,

and a total of 500 persons were killed.  Fires caused 2.3 million

dollars damage in losses near Lake Huron.  Candles were needed at

the noon hour.

.end

Sep 7, 1909

Topeka KS was drenched with 8.08 inches of rain in 24 hours to 

establish a record for that location.

.end

Sep 8, 1900

The greatest weather disaster in United States records occurred when a

hurricane struck Galveston Texas.  A tide fifteen feet high washed

over the island demolishing or carrying away buildings, and

drowning more than 6000 persons.  The hurricane destroyed more

than thirty six hundred homes, and total damage was more than thirty

million dollars.  Winds to 120 mph, and a twenty foot storm surge

accompanied the hurricane.  Following the storm, the surf was 300

feet inland from the former water line.  The hurricane claimed

another twelve hundred lives outside of the Galveston area.  

.end

Sep 9, 1921

A dying tropical depression unloaded 38.2 inches of rain upon the

town of Thrall in southeastern Texas killing 224 persons.  36.4

inches fell in 18 hours.

IN 1944...The Great Atlantic Hurricane ravaged the east coast.  

The storm killed 22 persons and caused 63 million dollars damage 

in the Chesapeake Bay area, then besieged New England killing 390

persons and causing another 100 million dollars damage.  

IN 1971...Hurricane Ginger formed, and remained a hurricane until 

the 5th of October.  The 27 day life span was the longest of record 

for any hurricane in the North Atlantic Ocean.

.end

Sep 10, 1919

A hurricane struck the Florida Keys drowning more than 500 persons.

.end

Sep 11, 1995

Thunderstorm winds gusting to 80 mph snapped several telephone

poles in two 11 miles north of Jetmore.

IN 2003...Heavy rains that began on the 10th deluged Hays KS. A 24 

hour record was set with 5.64 inches of precipitation.

.end

Sep 12, 1977

Thunderstorms deluged the Kansas City area with torrential rains

in the early morning hours, and then again that evening.  Some

places were deluged with more than six inches of rain twice that

day, with up to 18 inches of rain reported at Independence MO. 

Flooding claimed the lives of 25 persons.  The Country Club Plaza

area was hardest hit.  2000 vehicles had to be towed following

the storm, 150 of which had to be pulled out of Brush Creek,

which runs through the Plaza area.

IN 1997...Seven to ten inches of rain fell in about a four hour 

period causing extensive flash flooding across the southern portion 

of Dodge City.  200 homes and businesses were flooded and 1000 

people were evacuated from their homes.

.end

Sep 13, 1922

The temperature at El Azizia in Libya soared to 136 degrees to

establish a world record.  To make matters worse, a severe

duststorm was in progress.

IN 1988...Hurricane Gilbert smashed into the Cayman Islands, and 

as it headed for the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico strengthened into 

a monster hurricane, packing winds of 175 mph.  The barometric

pressure at the center of Gilbert reached 26.13 inches, an all

time record for any hurricane in the Carribean, Gulf of Mexico,

or the Atlantic Ocean.  Gilbert covered much of Mexico, producing

rain as far away as the Florida Keys.

.end

Sep 14, 1944

A very destructive hurricane swept across Cape Hatteras and

Chesapeake Bay, side swiped New Jersey and Long Island, and

crossed southeastern Massachusetts.  The hurricane killed more

than 400 persons, mainly at sea.  The hurricane destroyed the

Atlantic City New Jersey boardwalk.

.end

Sep 15, 1874

The Dodge City weather station was established by Sergeant M. L. Landers of the Signal Corps in the old Dodge House on the corner of Chestnut Street and Railroad Avenue.  The first observation was taken on this date.

.end

Sep 16, 1928

The hurricane San Felipe, a monster hurricane, which left 600

dead in Guadeloupe, and 300 dead in Puerto Rico, struck West Palm

Beach Florida causing enormous damage, and then headed for Lake

Okeechobee.  When the storm was over, the lake covered an area

the size of the state of Delaware, and beneath its waters were

2000 victims.  The only survivors were those who reached large

hotels for safety, and a group of fifty people who got onto a

raft to take their chances out in the middle of the lake.

.end

Sep 17, 1988

Early in the morning a tornado hit Kelly Air Force Base in San 

Antonio TX injuring three persons and causing 28 million dollars 

damage.  A second tornado on the northwest side of San Antonio 

caused 6 million dollars damage, and a third tornado in Bexar 

County killed one person and injured another. 

.end

Sep 18, 1926

The great Miami Hurricane produced winds reaching 138 mph which

drove ocean waters into the Biscayne Bay drowning 135 persons. 

The eye of the hurricane passed over Miami, at which time the

barometric pressure reached 27.61 inches.  Tides up to twelve

feet high accompanied the hurricane, which claimed a total of 372

lives.

IN 1995..About 5 miles northwest of Wakeeney, five to seven inches 

of rain in several hours caused flooding of numerous roads in that 

area.

.end

Sep 19, 1947

The eye of a hurricane passed directly over New Orleons, and the 

barometric pressure dipped to 28.61 inches.  The hurricane killed 

51 persons, and caused 110 million dollars damage.  It produced 

wind gusts to 155 MPH while making landfall over Fort Lauderdale FL 

two days earlier.

.end

Sep 20, 1845

A tornado traveled 275 miles across Lake Ontario, New York and 

Lake Champlain.

.end

Sep 21, 1938

A great hurricane smashed into Long Island and bisected New

England causing a massive forest blowdown and widespread

flooding.  Winds gusted to 186 mph at Blue Hill MA, and a storm

surge of nearly thirty feet caused extensive flooding along the

coast of Rhode Island.  The hurricane killed 600 persons and

caused 500 million dollars damage.  The hurricane, which lasted

twelve days, destroyed 275 million trees.

IN 1995...The earliest snow on record fell across southwest Kansas 

with 2 to 3 inches common.  Lane county reported six inches.  This 

was the earliest snowfall ever recorded at the Dodge City Airport. 

This was also the only time there was measurable snowfall for the

month of September.  A total of 1.3 inches fell at the Dodge City

Airport.

.end

Sep 22, 1995

The low of 29 degrees tied the record low for the month of

September at Dodge City.

.end

Sep 23, 1983

A thunderstorm downburst caused a timber blowdown in the Kaibab 

National Forest north of the Grand Canyon.  Two hundred acres 

were completely destroyed, and scattered destruction occurred 

across another 3300 acres.  Many trees were snapped off at 15 

to 30 feet above ground level.

.end

Sep 24, 1950

A smoke pall from western Canada forest fires covered much of 

the eastern U.S.  Daylight was reduced to nighttime darkness 

in parts of the Northeast.  The color of the sun varied from 

pink to purple, blue, or lavender.  Yellow to grey-tan was 

common.

.end

Sep 25, 1939

A west coast hurricane moved onshore south of Los Angeles bringing 

unprecedented rains along the southern coast of California.  

Nearly five and a half inches of rain drenched Los Angeles during 

a 24 hour period.  The hurricane caused two million dollars damage, 

mostly to structures along the coast and to crops, and claimed 45 

lives at sea.  "El Cordonazo" produced 5.66 inches of rain at Los 

Angeles and 11.6 inches of rain at Mount Wilson, both records for 

the month of September. 

.end

Sep 26, 1936

Denver CO was buried under 21.3 inches of snow, 19.4 inches in 

24 hours.  The heavy wet snow snapped trees and wires causing 

seven million dollars damage.

.end

Sep 27, 1985

A record early season snowstorm struck the Central High Plains

Region.  The storm left up to nineteen inches of snow along the

Colorado Front Range, and as much as a foot of snow in the

plains.

IN 1945...A tornado moved northeast from near Ensign to 3 miles 

west of Dodge City.  Barns were destroyed and blacktop pavement 

was removed.

IN 1998...A microburst occurred and was centered about 4 miles 

north of Pratt in south central Kansas.  The impact point was 4 

miles north of Highway 54 and a mile east of Highway 281.  The area

extended 3 miles northwest through southwest with the greatest

damage at the Pratt airport.  Five buildings had considerable

damage, 7 with major damage and 18 had minor damage.  Debris was

carried for miles past the impact point.  A John Deere tractor

had a 16 foot long 2 by 4 impaled into the engine compartment.

IN 1998...A microburst caused extensive damage to the Lake Arrowhead 

resort area five miles southwest of Isabel in south central Kansas. 

Several boats were destroyed and part of a roof was taken off a

cabin.  A garage under construction was completely destroyed. 

There were also six, very large-mature cottonwood trees uprooted

with heavy damage to the remainder of the trees in the area.

.end

Sep 28, 1987

Thunderstorms produced up to ten inches of rain in southern Kansas 

and north central Oklahoma overnight.  The Chikaskia River rose 

2.5 feet above flood stage at Blackwell OK during the day causing 

flooding in Kay and Grant counties of north central Oklahoma.

.end

Sep 29, 1927

An outbreak of tornadoes from Oklahoma to Indiana caused 81

deaths and 25 million dollars damage.  A tornado (possibly two

tornadoes) cut an eight-mile long path across Saint Louis MO, to

Granite City IL, killing 79 persons.  The damage path at times

was a mile and a quarter in width.  The storm followed a similar

path to tornadoes which struck in 1871, 1896, and 1959.

IN 1986...A week of violent weather began in Oklahoma which 

culminated in one of the worst flooding events in the history of 

the state.  On the first day of the week early morning thunderstorms 

caused more than a million dollars damage in south Oklahoma City. 

Thunderstorms produced 4 to 7 inches of rain from Hobart to Ponca

City, and another round of thunderstorms that evening produced 7

to 10 inches of rain in north central and northeastern sections

of Oklahoma.

.end

Sep 30, 1985 

The low of 29 degrees established the record low for the month of

September at Dodge City.

.end
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Today's Weather Trivia
Oct 1, 1893

The second great hurricane of the 1893 season hit the Mississippi

Delta Region drowning more than 1000 persons.

IN 1998...Heavy rain fell across the Liberal area for 24 hours with 

the heaviest rain falling between 8 am and 5 pm.  Five to eight inches

were reported with one unofficial report indicating 10 inches. 

Streets were flooded that had never flooded before.  A local

disaster was declared.

IN 2000...The high of 96 degrees tied the record high for the month 

of October at Dodge City.

.end

Oct 2, 1898

A hurricane struck the Georgia coast washing away Campbell Island. 

.end

Oct 3, 1912

The longest dry spell of record in the U.S. commenced as Bagdad

CA went 767 days without rain.  

IN 1986...Remnants of Hurricane Paine deluged Oklahoma and 

southeastern Kansas with 6 to 10 inch overnight rains.  Hardy Oklahoma 

was drenched with 21.79 inches.  Heavy rain between September 26th and 

October 4th caused 350 million dollars damage in Oklahoma.

.end

Oct 4, 1777

The battle of Germantown was fought in a morning fog that grew more 

dense with the smoke of battle, causing great confusion.  Americans 

firing at each other contributed to the loss of the battle. 

.end

Oct 5, 1638

The journal of John Winthrop recorded that a mighty tempest struck 

eastern New England.  This second severe hurricane in three years 

blew down many trees in mile long streaks.

.end

Oct 6, 1941

A tornado hit Kansas City Missouri leaving 4 dead and causing

$250,000 damage.

.end

Oct 7, 1992

An early fall snowstorm dumped from seven to ten inches of wet

snow across the Belleville and Munden areas in north central

Kansas.  The combination of the heavy snow and high winds behind

the storm caused tremendous amounts of tree and power line damage

in this area.  Approximately 20 power poles were snapped off and

some residents were without power for up to 48 hours. 

Approximately 75 homes in the Belleville area sustained damage

from falling trees and branches.

.end

Oct 8, 1871

Prolonged drought and dessicating winds led to the great Chicago

fire, the Peshtigo horror, and the Michigan fire holocaust.  Fire

destroyed more than seventeen thousand buildings killing more

than 200 persons in the city of Chicago, while a fire consumed

the town of Peshtigo WI killing more than 1100 persons.  In Wisconsin, a million acres of land were burned, and in Michigan,

2.5 million acres were burned killing 200 persons.  "Tornadoes of

fire" generated by intense heat caused houses to explode in fire,

and burned to death scores of persons seeking refuge in open

fields.  

IN 1919...An intense tornado moved through the town of Hoisington, 

11 miles north of Great Bend.  It damaged or destroyed 60 homes

which resulted in $200,000 in damages.  Business papers and

cancelled checks were found at Lincoln, 55 miles to the

northeast.

.end

Oct 9, 1949

A tornado moved north northeast from 10 miles south of Rush

Center to 6 miles northeast of LaCrosse.  Four farms were hit as

the tornado passed 4 miles southeast of Rush City.  Barns and

silos were destroyed on three farms.

.end

Oct 10, 1973

Fifteen to twenty inch rains deluged north central Oklahoma in

thirteen hours producing record flooding.  Enid was drenched with

15.65 inches of rain from the nearly stationary thunderstorms,

which established a state 24 hour rainfall record.  Dover 

Oklahoma reported 125 of 150 homes damaged by flooding.

.end

Oct 11, 1928

What was probably a family of small tornadoes moved northeast

from the northwest corner of Finney county, passing west of Amy

and south of Healy.  Many farm buildings were destroyed and one

home was twisted.

IN 1954...A tornado moved east from 4 miles north of Catharine KS 

to 8 miles north of Gorham.  A home was unroofed, and oil derricks

were blown down.  A pickup truck was tossed 30 feet into the air.

.end

Oct 12, 1918

Forest fires ravaged parts of Minnesota from the Duluth area 

northeastward, claiming the lives of 600 persons.  Smoke with a 

smell of burnt wood spread to Albany NY and Washington D.C. in 

24 hours.  Smoke was noted at Charleston SC on the 14th, and by 

the 15th was reported in northeastern Texas.

.end

Oct 13, 1846

A great hurricane tracked across Cuba, Florida, Georgia, the 

Carolinas, Virginia and Pennsylvania.  The hurricane inflicted 

major damage along its entire path, which was similar to the 

path of Hurricane Hazel 108 years later.  The hurricane caused 

great damage at Key West FL, and at Philadelphia PA it was the 

most destructive storm in thirty years.

.end

Oct 14, 1968

The high of 96 degrees established the record high for the month

of October at Dodge City.

.end

Oct 15, 1954

Hurricane Hazel struck the Carolina coastline.  The hurricane

demolished every pier along a 170 mile stretch from Myrtle Beach

South Carolina to Cedar Island North Carolina, and obliterated

entire lines of beach homes.  Hurricane Hazel also destroyed 1500

homes as it moved inland with seventeen foot tides.  Winds between 

Myrtle Beach South Carolina and Cape Fear North Carolina gusted to

150 mph.  Hurricane Hazel caused 163 million dollars damage, and 

claimed the lives of 98 persons.

.end

Oct 16, 1980

A house was destroyed, and three other homes and a trailer were

damaged during a brief tornado touchdown at Munjor KS.

IN 1998...A tornado that began in eastern Trego county, steadily 

moved northeast before dissipating north of Hays.  The tornado hit

several farms in rural Ellis county and slammed into sparsely

populated Yocemento.  After leaving Yocemento, the tornado tore

through a feed yard and on across other parts of rural Ellis

county.  Fortunately, the tornado stayed just west and north of

populated Hays where a high school football game was in progress. 

The tornado damaged or destroyed 10 homes, a grain elevator, many

outbuildings, a tractor and a feedlot.  During the weaker moments

of the tornado, it moved a 14,000 pound tractor 30 yards.  One

modular constructed home on a concrete slab was completely

destroyed with the remains carried one half of a mile.  A steel I beam

from a concrete building traveled several hundred yards,

eventually crashing into a grain elevator.  Three empty anhydrous

ammonia tanks were moved causing a leak of a benign amount of

vapor.  An injury occurred to a male driving a tractor trailer

rig on interstate 70.

.end

Oct 17, 1781

General Cornwallis attempted to escape encirclement by crossing York 

River, "but a violent storm arose" dispersing his boats causing him 

to ask for an armistice.

.end

Oct 18, 1906

A hurricane struck South Florida drowning 124 persons stranded in

the Florida Keys.

.end

Oct 19, 1844

The famous Lower Great Lakes Storm occurred.  Southwesterly

winds were at hurricane force for five hours, driving lake waters

into downtown Buffalo New York.  The storm drowned 200 persons.

.end

Oct 20, 1770

An exceedingly great storm struck eastern New England causing 

extensive coastal damage from Massachusetts to Maine, and the 

highest tide in 40 years.

.end

Oct 21, 1934

A severe windstorm lashed the northern Pacific coast.  In Washington 

State, the storm claimed the lives of 22 persons, and caused 1.7 

million dollars damage, mostly to timber.  Winds, gusting to 87 mph 

at North Head WA, produced waves twenty feet high.

.end

Oct 22, 1965

The temperature soared to 104 degrees at San Diego CA.  Southern 

California was in the midst of a late October heat wave that year.  

Los Angeles had ten consecutive days with afternoon highs reaching 

100 degrees.

.end

Oct 23, 2002

Freezing drizzle and freezing rain occurred over much of southwest 

Kansas.  The biggest impacts related to the storm were ice 

accumulations of an eighth to a quarter of an inch across far 

southwest Kansas from Johnson to Elkhart, east through Sublette and 

Meade.  Reports of ice accumlation of a half inch were reported in 

Meade county.  Tree limbs and power lines were taken down by the 

weight of the ice in Seward and also in Stafford counties.  There 

were several reports of damage to fences and vehicles due to tree 

limbs falling on them.  Approximately 100 customers in Liberal were 

without electricity due to the downed power lines.  Ice storms are 

rare in October.

.end

Oct 24, 1785

A four day rain swelled the Merrimack River in New Hampshire and 

Massachusetts to the greatest height of record causing extensive 

damage to bridges and mills.

.end

Oct 25, 1997 

A major late fall blizzard struck part of west central and

southwest Kansas dumping 10 to 20 inches of snow across the area. 

A strong north wind whipped the snow into 15 to 20 foot drifts. 

Most roads were impassable for several days after the snow ended. 

22,000 head of cattle died both in pastures and in the feedlots. 

Monetarily this amounted to $11 million in losses.  Additionally,

the cattle that did not die during the blizzard suffered severe

weight loss which led to higher operating costs for feedlots. 

Over 35,000 head of cattle perished across western Kansas.  

.end

Oct 26, 1859

New York City had their earliest substantial snow of record as 

four inches blanketed the city.

.end

Oct 27, 1878

The low of 10 degrees established the record low for the month of

October at Dodge City.

.end

Oct 28, 2003

An on-going drought that was in its third year continued across 

most of Kansas.  The state of Kansas declared drought disaster 

areas with an estimated cost of $275 million for this growing 

season alone.

.end

Oct 29, 1956

A tornado moved north northeast from 7 miles south southeast of

Burdett Kansas to 6 miles northwest of Rozel, and ended in the

northwest part of Grant township.  This tornado struck 11 farms

and three homes were destroyed.

.end

Oct 30, 1947

The Donora PA smog disaster finally came to an end.  For five

days an inversion trapped impurities in the lower atmosphere over

the Monongahela Valley killing 20 persons, and leaving more than

2000 others sick.

IN 1991...A strong winter storm brought southwest Kansas its first 

snowfall for the year, dumping up to 14 inches in Garden City.  A 

large storage shed collapsed due to heavy snows in Johnson, and

slippery roads caused a lot of havoc and claimed the life of a

child in an automobile accident.  Bitter cold temperatures also

accompanied the heavy snows, and wind gusts to 45 mph brought

wind chills down to the 20 below zero range.  The frigid

conditions and blowing snow claimed the lives of two men, both of

exposure in separate incidents, when they left their cars after

they got stuck.  Both men tried to make their way back home.

.end

Oct 31, 1846

87 pioneers were trapped by early snows in the Sierra Nevada

Mountains that piled five feet deep, with 30 to 40 foot drifts. 

Just 47 persons survived the "Donner Pass Tragedy."

IN 1991...Freezing rain and sleet fell across south central Kansas.  

This precipitation caused extensive tree and power line damage.  

Two inches of ice accumulated in some spots.  Derby, Mulvane, and

Haysville were hardest hit.  Tree limbs up to 10 inches in

diameter were snapped off and caused widespread electrical

outages.  At one point all of Mulvane was without power and about

12,000 customers in Wichita and El Dorado lost power.  

.end
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Today's Weather Trivia
Nov 1, 1861

A hurricane near Cape Hatteras NC battered a Union fleet of ships 

attacking Carolina ports, and produced high tides and high winds 

in New York state and New England.

.end

Nov 2, 1946

A heavy wet snow began to cover the Southern Rockies.  Up to three 

feet of snow blanketed the mountains of New Mexico, and a 31 inch 

snow at Denver CO caused roofs to collapse.

.end

Nov 3, 1927

Somerset VT was deluged with 8.77 inches of rain to establish a 

24 hour record for the state.

.end

Nov 4, 1927 

A great Vermont flood occurred.  Tropical rains deluged the Green

Mountain area of Vermont causing the worst flood in the history

of the state.  Torrential rains, up to 15 inches in the higher

elevations, sent streams on a rampage devastating the Winooski

Valley.  Flooding claimed 200 lives and caused 40 million dollars

damage.  The town of Vernon reported 84 deaths.  Flooding left up

to eight to ten feet of water in downtown Montpelier Vermont.

.end

Nov 5, 1977

A slow moving storm produced 5 to 9 inch rains across northern 

Georgia causing the Toccoa Dam to burst.  As the earthen dam 

collapsed the waters rushed through the Toccoa Falls Bible 

College killing 3 persons in the dorms.  Thirty-eight persons 

perished at a trailer park along the stream.

Nov 6, 1951

Snow fell from the Texas Panhandle to the Lower Great Lakes,

leaving record totals of 12.5 inches at Saint Louis Missouri, 

and 14.1 inches at Springfield Missouri.  Other heavier 

snowfall totals included 20 inches at Nevada Missouri, 13.5 

inches at Sedan Kansas, 13 inches at Decatur Illinois, and 

10 inches at Alva Oklahoma.  In the Saint Louis area,

up to 20 inches was reported in Washington County.

.end

Nov 7, 1940

The Galloping Gertie Bridge at Tacoma Washington collapsed in

strong winds resulting in a six million dollar loss, just four

months after the grand opening of the new bridge.  The winds

caused the evenly sized spans of the bridge to begin to vibrate

until the central one finally collapsed.  From then on bridges

were constructed with spans of varying size.

IN 1951...A blinding flash, a huge ball of fire, and a terrific 

roar occurred over parts of Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas, caused by 

a disintegrating meteor.  Windows were broken in and near Hinton OK

by the concussion.

.end

Nov 8, 1870

The first storm warning was issued by the U.S. Signal Corps Weather Service.

IN 1953...Residents of New York City suffered through ten days of 

smog resulting in 200 deaths.

IN 1980...The high of 91 degrees established the record high for 

the month of November at Dodge City.

.end

Nov 9, 1913

A rapidly deepening cyclone caused unpredicted gales on the Great

Lakes.  Eight large ore carriers on Lake Erie sank drowning 270

sailors.  Cleveland Ohio reported 17.4 inches of snow in 24 hours,

and a total of 22.2 inches.  

.end

Nov 10, 1915

A tornado moved northeast from 2 miles south of Pratt to 2 miles

east of town.  Four or five farms were torn apart and livestock

were killed.  Homes and barns were unroofed and blown down. 

Grain and the remains of barns were scattered across acres of

fields.  An unusually late season tornado struck the central Kansas 

town of Great Bend killing eleven persons along its 35 mile track. 

The tornado destroyed 160 homes in Great Bend killing 11 persons

and causing a million dollars damage.  Hundreds of dead ducks

dropped from the sky northeast of the track's end. 

IN 1975...Another "freshwater fury" hit the Great Lakes.  A large ore

carrier on Lake Superior, the Edmund Fitzgerald, sank near Crisp

Point with the loss of its crew of 29 men.  A popular hit song by

Gordon Lightfoot was inspired by the storm.

.end

Nov 11, 1911

The central US experienced perhaps its most dramatic cold wave

of record.  During the early morning hours, temperatures across the

Central Plains ranged from 68 degrees at Kansas City to 4 above

at North Platte.  In Kansas City, the temperature warmed to a

record 76 degrees by late morning before the arctic front moved

in from the northwest, and the mercury began to plummet.  By

early afternoon it was cold enough to snow, and by midnight the

temperature had dipped to a record cold reading of 11 degrees

above zero.  In southeastern Kansas, the temperature at

Independence plunged from 83 degrees to 33 degrees in just one

hour.

IN 1940...An Armistice Day storm raged across the Great Lakes Region 

and the Upper Midwest.  A blizzard left 49 dead in Minnesota, and

gales on Lake Michigan caused ship wrecks resulting in another 59

deaths.  Up to 17 inches of snow fell in Iowa.  The blizzard

claimed a total of 154 lives, and in Iowa, killed thousands of

cattle.  Whole towns were isolated by huge snowdrifts.

.end

Nov 12, 1974

A great Alaska storm in the Bering Sea caused the worst coastal 

flooding of memory at Nome AK with a tide of 13.2 feet.  The flooding 

caused 12 million dollars damage, however no lives were lost.

.end

Nov 13, 1933

The first dust storm of the great dust bowl era of the 1930s

occurred.  The dust storm, which had spread from Montana to the

Ohio Valley the day before, prevailed from Georgia to Maine

resulting in a black rain over New York and a brown snow in

Vermont.  Parts of South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa reported zero

visibility on the 12th.  On the 13th, dust reduced the visibility

to half a mile in Tennessee.

IN 1946...General Electric scientists produced snow in the 

Massachusetts Berkshires in the first modern day cloud seeding 

experiment.  

.end

Nov 14, 1986

An early season cold wave set more than 200 records from the 

northwestern US to the east coast over a seven day period.  For 

some places it proved to be the coldest weather of the winter 

season.

.end

Nov 15, 1989

There were one hundred reports of damaging winds in Georgia, and

five tornadoes, and there were another four tornadoes in Alabama. 

Hardest hit was Huntsville AL where a violent tornado killed

twenty-one persons, injured 463 others, and caused one hundred

million dollars damage.    

IN 1996...Very heavy rains fell in the Kinsley area.  The Little 

Coon Creek was out of its banks and several fields and roads were 

flooded.  Flooding also occurred in the northern part of Kinsley.  

The flooding subsided on the 18th.  

.end

Nov 16, 1959

The most severe November cold wave in U.S. history was in progress. 

A weather observing station located 14 miles northeast of Lincoln MT 

reported a reading of 53 degrees below zero, which established an 

all-time record low temperature for the nation for the month of November.  

Their high that day was one degree above zero.

IN 1996...A thunderstorm that hit Garden City during the early morning

hours produced a burst of wind at the Walmart store that tossed

a car into a light pole, toppled semi tractor trailers and broke

out 25 car windows.  

.end

Nov 17, 1927

A tornado cut a seventeen mile path across Alexandria and southeastern 

Washington DC injuring 31 persons.  The tornado struck the Naval Air 

Station where a wind gust of 93 mph was recorded.  A waterspout was 

seen over the Potomac River ninety minutes later.

.end

Nov 18, 1948

A blizzard raged across southwest Kansas.  Winds were howling in the 

40 to 50 mph range with gusts to 60 mph.  Travel was near impossible.

.end

Nov 19, 1930

A tornado moved northeast from 1 mile west of Victoria.  A school

was destroyed 15 miles northeast of Victoria.  The teacher and 14

students were injured, some seriously.  Barns were also destroyed.

.end

Nov 20, 1900

An unusual tornado outbreak in the Lower Mississippi Valley

resulted in 73 deaths and extensive damage across Arkansas,

Mississippi and Tennessee.

.end

Nov 21, 1798

A four day storm was in progress in the northeastern US.  The storm 

dropped a foot of snow on New York City and New Haven, and as much 

as three feet in Maine and New Hampshire.  The snowstorm ushered in 

a long and severe winter, in some places the ground remained covered 

with snow until the following May.

.end

Nov 22, 1957

Extremely destructive Santa Ana winds blew from Oxnard to San Diego 

and inland parts of southern California.  The high winds produced a 

28,000 acre brush fire on a 40 mile front west of Crystal Lake.  

People were ordered off streets in some areas due to flying debris.

.end

Nov 23, 1909

Rattlesnake Creek in Idaho was deluged with 7.17 inches of rain in 

24 hours to establish a state record.

.end

Nov 24, 1992

A major winter storm and blizzard occurred across southwest

Kansas from the early morning through the late morning on the

25th.  The storm developed in the Texas Panhandle on the 23rd and

moved into central Oklahoma on the 24th.  Heavy snow and blizzard

conditions occurred across a large area of southwest Kansas. 

Snowfall amounts ranged from 17 inches at Liberal to 15 inches at

Garden City and Dodge City.  This snow began a period that marked

the snowiest winter on record for Dodge City.  Over sixty inches

of snow was recorded at the National Weather Service in Dodge

City for the 92-93 season.  Snow was on the ground nearly

continuously into March.  Most roads and highways in the Garden 

City, Dodge City, Meade, Greensburg, Coldwater, and Liberal areas 

were closed with snowdrifts of two to five feet.  Snowdrifts as 

high as 15 feet were reported in the Hugoton area.  Widespread 

visibilities of 1/4 of a mile and less were also reported from 

the early afternoon through early morning of the 25th.  Winds as 

high as 45 mph were reported across the area.  There were two 

fatalities from this snowstorm.  Estimates from area farmers and 

feed lot owners indicated that as many as 5,000 head of cattle 

may have perished during the storm.

.end

Nov 25, 1987

An early morning thunderstorm in southeastern Texas produced high 

winds which rolled a mobile home east of Bay City killing two of 

the four occupants.  Thunderstorms produced locally heavy rains in 

central and eastern Texas, with nine inches reported at Huntsville 

and 8.5 inches at Wimberly.  Snow fell across northern and central 

Lower Michigan, with totals ranging up to nine inches at Cadillac.

.end

Nov 26, 1950

A great storm hit the Northern and Central Appalachians with snow

and high winds.  Winds reached 110 mph at Concord New Hampshire 

and 160 mph at Mount Washington New Hamphshire.  The storm 

produced record snowfall totals of 27.7 inches at Pittsburgh 

Pennsylvania and 36.3 inches at Steubenville Ohio.  The snow

and record temperatures resulted in 160 deaths.

.end

Nov 27, 1887

The low of 13 degrees below zero set the record low for the 

month of November at Dodge City.

IN 1898...The "Portland" storm raged across New England producing 

gale force winds along the coast and heavy snow inland.  A passenger

ship, the S.S. Portland, sank off Cape Cod with the loss of all

191 persons aboard, and Boston Harbor was filled with wrecked

ships.  The storm wrecked 56 vessels resulting in a total of 456

casualties.

.end

Nov 28, 1960

A severe storm produced waves of 20 to 40 feet high on Lake Superior.  

Duluth MN was buried under a foot of snow, and clocked wind gusts to 

73 mph.  The northern shore of Lake Superior was flooded and property

along the shore was battered.  Thousands of cords of pulpwood were 

washed into Lake Superior, and up to three feet of water flooded the 

main street of Grand Marais.  Thunder accompanied the nor' easter.

.end

Nov 29, 1975

Red River NM was buried under 34 inches of snow in 24 hours, which 

established a state record.

.end

Nov 30, 1976

MacLeod Harbor AK reported a precipitation total for November of 

70.99 inches, which established a state record for any month of the 

year.

.end

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ddc/wxtrivia/wxtrvDec.php

Today's Weather Trivia
Dec 1, 1896

The temperature at Kipp MT rose 30 degrees in just seven minutes, and 

80 degrees in a matter of a few hours.  A 31 inch snow cover was melted 

in half a day. 

.end

Dec 2, 1970

A tornado, 400 yards in width, touched down about one mile below the 

summit of Timpanogos Divide.  Trees up to 18 inches in diameter were 

snapped, and some of the 38 inch snow cover was carried 1000 feet 

above the ground as the tornado traveled one mile.

.end

Dec 3, 1856

A severe blizzard began to rage across Iowa and Kansas.  It produced 

as much as 16 inches of snow in Iowa.

.end

Dec 4, 1786

The first of two great early December storms began.  The storm produced 

18 inches of snow at Morristown NJ, and 20 inches of snow at New 

Haven CT.  It also resulted in high tides at Nantucket which did great 

damage.

.end

Dec 5, 1953

A killer tornado hit Vicksburg Mississippi killing 38 persons, injuring

270 others, and causing 25 million dollars damage, the most

damage since the 47 days of continuous shelling the town received

in the Civil War.

.end

Dec 6, 1994

A significant ice storm struck much of southwest Kansas coating

surfaces with one half to 1 inch of ice.  A tremendous amount of tree

damage occurred.  Damage to power lines was minimal.  According

to the electric companies there were communities without power

for several hours.  One traffic fatality in the Larned area was

blamed on icy roads.

.end

Dec 7, 1988

An outbreak of cold arctic air brought up to 18 inches of snow to

the Colorado Rockies, with 14 inches at Boulder Colorado and seven

inches at Denver.  Heavy snow blanketed New Mexico the following

day, with 15 inches near Ruidoso.

IN 1989...A storm moving out of the Central Rocky Mountain Region 

spread snow across Kansas and Oklahoma into Arkansas and Tennessee. 

Snowfall totals ranged up to 7.5 inches at Winfield KS.  Freezing

rain on trees and power lines cut off electricity to 24,000 homes

in northeastern Arkansas, and 40,000 homes in the Nashville TN

area were without electricity for several hours.

.end

Dec 8, 1963

Lightning caused the crash of a jet airliner killing 81 persons

at Elkton Maryland.

.end

Dec 9, 1997

Six to eight inches of snow accumulated in a very narrow band

from Scott City KS to Hays KS.  The band was only a couple of miles

wide.  Either side of this band, amounts ranged from 2 to 4

inches.

.end

Dec 10, 1699

A severe ice storm hit Boston MA causing much damage to orchards.

.end

Dec 11, 2000

Arctic air invaded southwest Kansas, and combined with strong 

north winds, produced wind chill readings as low as 45 degrees 

below zero.

.end

Dec 12, 1991

Freezing rain resulted in ice accumulations around 1/4 of an inch

across southwestern Kansas during the night.  This made travel

very hazardous and caused havoc for southwestern Kansas area

power companies.  Power outages encompassed an area within 25

miles of and including Dodge City.  Flickering lights and downed

power lines were also a common occurrence across southwestern

Kansas.  One school district canceled classes because of

hazardous road conditions.

.end

Dec 13, 1993

A high wind event developed across areas of Southwest Kansas

shortly after midnight.  Wind gusts recorded were 70 mph at

Elkhart, 64 at Garden City, and 90 in the vicinity of Johnson

City.  Some power lines and tree limbs were knocked down in the

Garden City area.

.end

Dec 14, 1987

A powerful storm spread heavy snow from the Southern High Plains

to the Middle Mississippi Valley.  Kansas City Missouri was blanketed

with 10.8 inches of snow, a 24 hour record for December, and

snowfall totals in the Oklahoma panhandle ranged up to 14 inches.

IN 1988...Blowing snow was reported in western Kansas as snow and gusty

winds plagued the Central Rockies and the Central High Plains. 

Colorado Springs CO reported thirteen inches of snow.  

.end

Dec 15, 1839

The first of triple storms hit Massachusetts Bay.  The storm produced 

whole gales, and more than 20 inches of snow in interior New England.  

There was great loss of life at Gloucester MA.

.end

Dec 16, 1917

An ice jam closed the Ohio River between Warsaw NY and Rising Sun IN.  

The thirty foot high ice jam held for 58 days, and backed up the river 

a distance of 100 miles.

.end

Dec 17, 1924

A severe icestorm struck central Illinois.  It coated the ground with 

nearly two inches of glaze at Springfield.  The storm caused 21 million 

dollars damage along with much hardship.  Ice was on the trees until 

the 4th of January, and electricity was not restored until January 10th.

.end

Dec 18, 1983

A week of bitterly cold weather began as arctic air invaded the

central plains region.  The temperature at Dodge City did not

rise above 4 degrees until Christmas day when the temperature

rose to 12 degrees.  This was the coldest December of record by

far for Dodge City since records were begun in 1874.  

.end

Dec 19, 1777

The Continental Army moved into encampment at Valley Forge amidst 

stormy winds and piercing cold.  A relatively moderate winter followed.

.end

Dec 20, 1990

All of Kansas was under the influence of arctic air, which

dropped temperatures to as low as minus 17 degrees at Goodland. 

Strong northern winds produced wind chill temperatures of -45 to -55 

degrees.  The arctic chill continued through December 23rd.

.end

Dec 21, 1952

Freezing drizzle and light freezing rain accumulated on telephone

and utility wires causing disruptions in service and

communications in southwest Kansas.

IN 1997...Widespread freezing rain occurred east of a line from Scott 

City KS to Liberal KS.  Roads were ice covered causing numerous 

accidents.  There was no structural damage reported.

.end

Dec 22, 1989

Severe cold blasted into Kansas on December 22nd and December twenty

third.  All time record low temperatures were recorded across the state. 

Temperatures of between minus 20 and minus 30 degrees were reported at

over 20 cities across the state.  Wind chill readings dipped to

between minus 50 and minus 60 degrees, making this period truly one of 

the coldest periods ever in Kansas.  The low of -21 degrees established 

the record low for the month of December at Dodge City.

.end

Dec 23, 1997

A winter storm impacted all of southwestern Kansas producing

dangerous conditions for early holiday travelers.  The largest

amount of snow was at Meade where 15 inches fell.  Unofficial

amounts to 19 inches were reported in Meade county.  Other

amounts included Dodge City with 14 inches, Cimarron and Manter 12

inches, Liberal and Spearville 10 inches, Jetmore and Elkhart 9

inches, Syracuse, Johnson and Kinsley 8 inches, Hays 6 inches,

Garden City, Scott City and Hugoton 5 inches.  The remainder of

the area had 4 inches.  There was not a lot of wind so very

little drifting was reported.  However, the wind did increase

dramatically late on December 24th and December 25th producing

considerable blowing and drifting.

.end

Dec 24, 1983

The barometric pressure reached 31.42 inches at Miles City MT to

establish a record for the U.S.  It was the coldest Christmas Eve

of record.  More than 125 cities reported record low temperatures

for the date, and all-time record lows for December were reported

at seventeen cities, including Chicago with a low of 25 degrees

below zero, and Havre MT with a reading of 50 below zero.

IN 1955...The high of 86 degrees established the record high for 

the month of December at Dodge City.

.end

Dec 25, 1983

It was the coldest Christmas Day of record for the central and 

eastern US.  More than 125 cities reported record low temperatures 

for the date, and 34 of those cities reported all-time records for 

the month of December.  The temperature plunged to -1 degree at 

Huntsville AL, and dipped to 14 degrees at Galveston TX.  Snow 

covered the ground from the Pacific Northwest through much of the 

Great Plains Region to the Northern Appalachians.

.end

Dec 26, 1776

George Washington crossed the ice clogged Delaware River.  He 

marched on Trenton in the midst of snow and sleet thus surprising 

and capturing many of the British garrison.

.end

Dec 27, 1982

The worst Louisiana rainstorm in more than 100 years came to an 

end.  More than 18 inches fell at Vinton LA during the three day 

storm.  Flooding was widespread, and property damage was estimated 

at 100 to 200 million dollars.  President Reagan visited the state 

and declared ten parishes in northeastern Louisiana disaster areas. 

.end

Dec 28, 1839

The third storm in two weeks hit the northeastern US.  It brought 

two more feet of snow to Hartford CT and Worcester MA.  Whole gales 

swept the coast causing many wrecks.

.end

Dec 29, 1830

A very heavy snowstorm ushered in the "winter of the deep snow". 

The storm produced 30 inches of snow at Peoria IL and 36 inches

at Kansas City MO.  Cold and snow continued until the middle of

February causing great suffering among pioneers.

IN 1954...Fort Scott Kansas was buried under 26 inches of snow 

in 24 hours to establish a state record.

IN 2006...A major winter storm crippled much of southwest Kansas 

from December 29th to December 31st.  Widespread total precipitation 

from this storm ranged from 2 to 4 inches of rain and freezing rain 

and there was even an area from Garden City to Dighton that had up to 

six inches. This is incredible for any time of the year, let alone for 

December. Significant, widespread damage to trees and especially 

utility lines, poles, and towers resulted from one half to two and a 

half inches of ice accumulation.  An area from Sublette to Garden 

City, north through Dighton had the most severe damage.  Over 60 

thousand people were without electricity at one time or another from 

the nearly 10 thousand power poles that were taken down from the 

weight of the ice.  Some of these structures were high transmission 

towers. In addition to the ice accumulation, large snow amounts were 

reported in the western part of the area, especially near the Colorado 

state line.  Amounts of at least 10 inches were measured from Hamilton 

county to Morton county.  A location 15 miles west of Johnson had 32 

inches of snow. 

.end

Dec 30, 1955

Anchorage AK reported an all-time record snow depth of 47 inches. 

.end

Dec 31, 1925

Greenland Ranch in Death Valley California went the entire year without measurable precipitation.

.end

