Statewide, 

March 0.72 inches 10th driest

28.5 degrees 55th coldest

April

4.82 inches 105th driest

47.6 degrees 97th coldest

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/ol/climate/research/monitoring.html
May was the 5.19 inches or 95th driest.  57.4 degrees 79th coldest

In 107 years.

June 4.62 inches 68th driest 65 degrees 61st coldest

Spring (MAM) 10.73 inches 7th wettest (or 101st driest)

44.5 degrees 87th coldest.

During the period of March through June, the North central division of 

Wisconsin had 14.56 inches of precipitation, which was the 22nd wettest 

four-month period since 1895 and considerably above the 107 year 

average of 9.52 inches.  This North central division had a 4-month average 

temperature of 47 degrees, which was the 19th warmest during the last 107 years.  

Statewide, March had near average temperatures, but was relatively dry.  The 

statewide average precipitation was 0.72 inches, which was 10th driest in the 

107 years of record keeping.  April was relatively warm and wet, with and 

average temperature of 47.6 degrees (10th warmest) and 4.82 inches (2nd wettest).  

May continued to relatively wet, with 5.19 inches of precipitation (12th wettest) 

and warmer that average with a statewide temperature of 57.4 degrees, putting it 

in the 30 warmest Mays.  June had near average precipitation, and slightly above 

average temperatures.  As a result, spring, consisting of the three-month interval 

of March, April and May, was relatively warm, with a statewide average temperature 

of 44.5 degrees (20th warmest) and wet, with a statewide average precipitation of 

10.73 inches (7th wettest).

Another way of assessing the effects of the precipitation and temperature is through 

the Palmer Drought Severity Index, which is computed for each climatological 

division throughout the state.  While the numerical values of these indices for the 

last several months are provisional, several items can be seen.  Essentially all 

divisions in Wisconsin had Palmer Drought Severity Index (PDSI) values for 

this spring that would indicate near normal soil moisture conditions to favorably 

moist.  However, the north central and northeast divisions in Wisconsin had 

experienced moderate drought conditions last fall, but apparently winter 

precipitation caused  that reached near normal soil moisture conditions through 

the spring.  Farther to the west and south, PDSI values across the northwest, 

west central, east central, south west, south central and southeast divisions 

indicated moderately to very moist soil conditions through June 2001.

The Long Range Outlook issued by the Climate Prediction Center of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration indicates temperatures 

during the July through September period were expected to be below average, 

while precipitation totals were anticipated to be above average.  The greatest 

departures were forecast across western portions of the Badger State.

