Drought Indices

Drought Index data from NCDC obtained from here commencing in 1895

http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cirs/
Documentation

http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cirs/drought.README
See this:

From the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) at Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln

http://www.drought.unl.edu/whatis/what.htm
For the  Drought Indices http://www.drought.unl.edu/whatis/indices.htm
1. Percent of Normal

2. Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI)

http://www.drought.unl.edu/monitor/source.htm
3. Palmer Drought Severity Index (The Palmer; PDSI)
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdanote.html 

4. Crop Moisture Index (CMI)
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdanote.html
5. Surface Water Supply Index (SWSI; pronounced “swazee”)

6. Reclamation Drought Index

7. Deciles

8. Keetch-Byram Drought Index (not included in the NDMC list, but found at http://www.inu.net/ticc/KBDI_Fact_Sheet.htm )

Note the NDMC also develops their own Drought Severity Classification for their U.S. Drought Monitor map; documentation for the NDMC classification is at http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/archive/99/classify.htm
E. J. Hopkins

As of 21 Nov 2002

