WISCONSIN TORNADO UPDATES SINCE 1997

For 2002 see

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/climate/2002arch/2002tornadoes.htm
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/flyers/flyertor.htm
Tornadoes in Juneau County

The following information concerning tornadoes in Juneau County was gleaned 

from several sources to include:

The Web page maintained by the National Climatic Data Center in Asheville, NC 

that allows the user to access Local Storm Reports for any county in the US; unfortunately, I think that this page requires a fee from the public and 

non-educational email addresses.

The listing from an acquaintance, Douglas Norgord, entitled "Wisconsin Tornado 

Database, Maps and Statistics, 1950-1997",

Information from Rusty Kapela at the Milwaukee-Sullivan Office of the National 

Weather Service.

Information from an forthcoming book that Joseph Moran and I are publishing 

through University of Wisconsin Press entitled "Wisconsin Weather and Climate" 

(due out in Jan. 2003).

--

Sketchy tornado records exist for the state from 1844 to the 20th century.  Only 

since 1950 has the database become relatively reliable and reasonably detailed.  

Between 1863 and 1950, I have counted 8 tornadoes that either developed in or 

crossed over into Juneau County.  On the order of 6 fatalities appear to have 

occurred in the county during this time interval between 1863 and 1950. I could 

not give an accurate count, since the list that I was using gave somewhat vague 

reference to locations and events, such as  "four people died at 'Tunnel Siding' 

north of Elroy" in 1907 in what appears to be a tornado family that went through 

Clark, Jackson, Monroe and Juneau Counties.

However, between 1950 and to June 2002, 18 tornadoes either developed in 

or entered Juneau County. Three fatalities resulted from these tornadoes.  

One death occurred on April 19, 1957 when a tornado traveled from near New 

Lisbon through Necedah.  A man was killed in his farmhouse (exact location not 

provided).  Two other fatalities occurred on August 12, 1985 when a tornado 

moved from near Kendall through the edge of New Lisbon to near Castle Rock 

Lake.  While the specifics of the two deaths were not provided, I vaguely recall 

that they occurred in the trailer park on the edge of New Lisbon; my wife and 

I were vacationing in Montana at the time.  This tornado also was responsible 

for twenty-two injuries.  During the entire 1950-2002 period, 38 injuries resulted 

from tornadoes; I assume that this count was only for the county and not from 

adjacent counties also if a tornado crossed the county line.  

Meteorologists classify tornadoes in terms of the six-category Fujita Tornado 

Scale, from F-0 (weak) to F-5 (incredible), such as the Barneveld (Iowa, Dane and 

Columbia Counties) tornado back in 1985.  In Juneau County, the 18 tornadoes 

could be classified as two F0 tornadoes, eight F1 tornadoes, six F2 tornadoes 

(to include the 1985 killer tornado), one F3 tornado and one F4 tornado 

(the 1957 killer tornado). 

How does this compare with the state?  In our forthcoming book, we state:

"In 2000, the National Weather Service reported that the 1,158 documented 

tornadoes in Wisconsin from 1844 through 1999 had caused 508 deaths and 

at least 2,951 injuries."

I hope this helps.  If you need more information, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.

Ed Hopkins

Lecturer and Weather Education Consultant

Dept. of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 2002 12:01:49 -0600

From: Erin Holman <elholman@facstaff.wisc.edu>

Subject: One small query

X-Sender: elholman@facstaff.wisc.edu

To: "E. J. Hopkins" <hopkins@sunset.meteor.wisc.edu>

Hi, Ed,

I'm sending the revised proofs back into production today. And first, the 

good news: all of the new charts look great!

Second, one small question--about Table 5.4. We need record years for 

Dubuque, Wisconsin (we added Dubuque data last pass, but didn't have 

years--and all of the other locations in the tables have years.

Do you have this handy?

Thanks,

Erin

2% mail elholman@facstaff.wisc.edu

Erin

Great news about the proofs. 

Concerning Table 5.4 Mean daily temperature from Jan 17-26:

The new copy that you should have, which includes Dubuque,

should not include a period of record, since all these data

are for the 1971-2000 climate interval.

Hope this was corrected to indicate the same.

Thanks for the update.

Ed

