Melanie_OregonWI_History  See also http://oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/ 
Ice storm – March 1976
ON 26 Apr 16
Melanie:
You're welcome.  
I got curious -- about 40 yrs ago -- as I had to go back to my archive of interesting Wis wx and climate events on my home computer and below are some of my notes -- that I am also including for John's benefit.  (Unfortunately urls have changed over the last several yrs- so I may need to do some addn'l searching.) I'll get copies of the surface wx maps later.  (I know that Lyle Horn used this ice storm as a classic study for years in his courses.)
Ed
... 4 5 March 1976...South/East Wisconsin   devastating ice storm   One of the worst natural disasters to hit Wisconsin in history.  The following counties were declared federal disaster areas due to the ice storm: Calumet, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, LaFayette, Manitowoc, Ozaukee, Richland, Rock, Sauk, Sheboygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washington and Waukesha. (From MKX website)  An ice storm blanketed 24 counties in southern Wisconsin in early March 1976, leaving a 2- to 4-inch-thick coating of ice.  Ice-covered power lines and trees collapsed, causing widespread power outages and blocking roads. The storm caused more than 50 million dollars damage.  The ABC television affiliate in Madison, WKOW-TV (Channel 27), was off the air for more than one week. (From Wisconsin Almanac, Wis. State Journal, from Wisconsin History Day by Day www.wishistory.com ) 
PNS From MKX 29 Nov 2007
8. DATE...3/1/1976 TO 3/2/1976.

LOCATION...SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN...MAINLY NORTH OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY.

ICE ACCUMULATIONS...2.0 TO 4.0 INCHES.

DAMAGE COSTS...500 THOUSAND TO 5 MILLION DOLLARS.

IMPACTS...ICE COVERED POWER LINES AND TREES COLLAPSED...CAUSING
WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGES AND BLOCKED ROADS.
PNS From MKX 29 Nov 2007
7. DATE...3/4/1976 TO 3/5/1976.

LOCATION...FAR SOUTHWEST...SOUTH CENTRAL AND PORTIONS OF SOUTHEAST
WISCONSIN.

ICE ACCUMULATIONS...UP TO 5.0 INCHES.

DAMAGE COSTS...50.4 MILLION DOLLARS.

IMPACTS...DEVASTATING ICE STORM. MANY TREES AND POWER LINES SNAPPED
FROM THE SEVERE ICE ACCUMULATIONS...RESULTING IN WIDESPREAD POWER
OUTAGES. OUTAGES LASTED FOR UP TO 10 DAYS IN RURAL AREAS. DAMAGE
ESTIMATED AT 50.4 MILLION DOLLARS. STATES OF EMERGENCY DECLARED IN
MANY COUNTIES.

Flood Sep 1915
My investigation of the excessive precipitation event of Sept 1915:

From my daily history file archive, I had an entry  
…12–13 September 1915…Dodgeville (Iowa County) received 7.38 inches of rain in a 24-hour span, setting the statewide September monthly 24-hour maximum precipitation record.  

Additional historical info from the Rivers and Floods section of the Sep 1915 issue of Monthly Weather Review:
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/mwr/043/mwr-043-09-0474.pdf
In the 2nd penultimate paragraph on the left-hand column of pg 2:
Mention was made of the heavy rain in Rock, Green, Dane and Lafayette Cos. on the 12th, followed by mention of "unusually great" damage to highways and bridges.  
"Washouts on the railroad between Janesville and Edgerton and between Edgerton and Madison caused a delay in traffic and the derailment of two trains.  Five lives were reported as being lost due to the floods."   ($1M loss in Wis.-- for that time.)  Apparently, A.J. Henry, the head of the USWB River and Flood Division was referring to the  CM&StP RR -- as seen in the newspaper clippings; however, this newspaper article also mentioned the washout about 2 mi south of the village on the C&NW RR -- probably near Chuck Stearns farm.   
See also http://www.oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/documents/2016/record-rainfall-9-12-15.htm

For John Muir School http://oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/documents/2014/country_schools_book.htm 
For 23 May 1878 
 http://www.oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/documents/2016/storms-ames_5-23-1878.htm 
http://www.historicmadison.org/Madison's%20Past/connectingwithourpast/tornadoof1878.html 

From  http://wisconsinwatch.org/wisconsin-infolink-index/infolink-wisconsin-tornadoes/ 
2nd deadliest in WI 
May 23, 1878: 40 dead, 25-30 injured in Dane, Iowa and Jefferson counties 
See http://midwestweather.net/archives/svrevents.htm 

                                                                      LOCAL    DIREC-    LENGTH OF   WIDTH OF  NUMBER OF    DAMAGE TO 
                         PLACE                             DATE     STANDARD   TION OF     PATH,      PATH,     PERSONS     PROPERTY/ 
         COUNTY                   LOCATION                            TIME     ADVANCE     MILES      YARDS    KILLED/INJ.    CROPS 
*Estimated tornado damage is placed in the following categories: 
  1-Less than $50; 2-$50 to $500; 3-$500 to $5,000; 4-$5,000 to $50,000; 5--$50,000 to $500,000; 6--$500,000 to $5,000,000. 

Iowa-Dane-Waukesha- Jefferson-Milwaukee     10 mi. W. of Mineral Point to Milwaukee      5/23/78    3:00pm       NE       150       220-330     19+/45+      5/- 



Melaine:
Yes, I do -- as back when the tornado blew thru the Town of Oregon and City of Fitchburg in June of about 1991, we were able to supply George Hessleberg of the WSJ with info on the 1878 tornado for his article.
Jean Buehlman (you might contact her as she was interested as the wife of one of her greatgrandfathers was killed by this tornado out near Mineral Point) showed me an article that David Houghton had tracked down in the State Historical Society on State Street:
Daniells, WW 1878: The Wisconsin tornadoes of May 23, 1878: Annual report of the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin for the fiscal year ending Sep 30, 1878, pg. 85-128.
I hope this is what you need.
Best wishes.
Ed
Edward J. Hopkins, PhD
Assistant Wisconsin State Climatologist
PS: I'm bringing the nut bars today to CCR.
EJH


14 May 1914 – see also my folder in Desktop 
http://www.oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/documents/2011/cyclone_1914.htm
http://www.oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/documents/2011/hopkins_email_re_may1914%20cyclone.pdf
23 May 1878 → An F4 tornado struck Mineral Point, WI killing 17 and injuring 45. A record book was carried 60 miles from a schoolhouse. In Primrose Township, the deed to Chandler Farm was found 10 miles away. Also, an F4 tornado moved from Elgin to Barrington in northeast Illinois. A farmhouse was lofted 150 feet into the air before shattering, killing the two occupants.

Over the weekend, I took a look at the daily weather maps for 11 and 12 May 1914 and found that a low pressure center passed south of Wisconsin; however, thunderstorm symbols appeared across Wisconsin indicating some convective activity out ahead of the storm (along and possibly to the north of the warm front -- not analyzed back then) as possibly a squall line.
Today I checked the log book of daily observations for Madison and the observer(s) indicated a squall moved through the Madison area.  They also pointed to newspaper clippings in back of book.  I found six pages of clippings from Madison and Janesville newspapers indicating four fatalities and plenty of damage and large hail.  You might want to check these out if you come in some time on an afternoon.  A tornado, as well as the term "cyclone" are used.  Not sure why Doug N and Tom Grazulis missed this.
Ed

On 01/28/11, Edward J Hopkins   wrote:
> Melanie:
> After getting back from Seattle, I took a quick look in several tornado lists that I have for Wisconsin (from Doug Clark with updates from Doug Norgord) and the US (Tom Grazulis).  Unfortunately, none of these records show tornadoes on 11 May 1914 anywhere in US.  I really should say, sufficiently notable tornadoes that were recorded and got into documents that then were put in the original database from which the above mentioned individuals drew much of their data.  
> However, maybe the lack of an entry in these files may mean that it was deemed not significant even back then.  Was the damage caused by a tornado or by straight-line thunderstorm winds?  I'm not an expert, but can we see evidence of rotation from the debris?
> What about the date? I suppose that the person(s) taking the picture had the date correct.
> Wonder if any local newspaper archives would have anything.
> More thought will be needed here.
>  
////
Melanie:
Thanks for the photos.  Quite interesting. 
I've heard of stories about Feb 1936 -- I think Jack Duwe's folks had gone on their honeymoon to Milwaukee just before the first major snow. Also, my mother mentioned how she and her sister had to seek shelter at a farm house along USH 18 just west of Helenville in Jefferson Co as they were coming back to Madison from West Allis.
Anyway, I took a quick check of some of my historical weather files that I am building and found the following entries:  
... 3‑4 February 1936...Milwaukee had 9.6 inches of snow.  This snowfall, on top of nearly 10 inches already on the ground, was blown about by very high winds that produced huge drifts.  In some neighboring communities, complete abandonment of snow removal work occurred. Trains were stalled for more than 24 hours and automobile travelers were reported being marooned in farm homes for more than a week! (From MKX website)
... 8‑10 February 1936...Statewide blizzard ‑ severe drifting. (From MKX Website)  Blizzard conditions were reported from South Dakota through Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan.  This blizzard was responsible for one fatality in Wisconsin as a result of exposure. 
Where the MKX website was based upon
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/wiwx.php
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/climate/memsnow.php
Also  
Feb 1936 -- This was the coldest and snowiest February on record.  Fifty‑two degrees below zero was recorded at Cumberland, breaking the February state record by one degree.  High winds caused severe drifting, blocking highways and railways.  Many travelers were marooned on trains and in farmhouses.  Supplies of food and fuel became low in many towns.  A dust‑bearing snow was reported at Richland Center on February 8.  Below zero temperatures were reported at most stations every day from January 18 to February 22.  On February 22, Lake Michigan was frozen from Milwaukee across to Muskegon, MI.
This entry was something I had gotten from Frank Sechrist as part of a heavy snowstorm file (paper that I scanned) that he had his synoptic lab students do back about 1970. This was a paraphrase of the narrative from the Feb 1936 issue of "Climatological Data for Wisconsin." 
Our data files indicates:
Statewide average snowfall for Feb 1936 was 19.6 inches, which was the greatest Feb snowfall total (beginning in 1891) until 22.6 inches fell in Feb 1962; recently, 19.7 inches fell across the state in Feb 2008.
Madison had 17.9 inches of snow for Feb 1936, while Stoughton had 17.4 inches. 
I'm including the daily data for the last half of Jan 1936 and all of Feb 1936 for both Madison and Stoughton.  
Looks like more than 20 inches of snow were on the ground by midmonth -- with Stoughton reporting 30 inches. 
I took a look at the surface weather maps for 3-4 Feb and for 8-10 Feb 1936 from the NOAA Library collection (which requires a djvu reader):
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360203.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360204.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360209.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360210.djvu
and yes, some snow and strong winds moved across Wisconsin with two storms.
I hope that this helps,
Ed

On 12/27/10, Melanie and Doug Woodworth  <mswddw@charter.net> wrote:

> Now I have some photos from the Feb. 1936 snowstorm in Oregon.    When you have time, I would appreciate any information on significant snow events in Feb. 1936.
> Thanks!
> Melanie
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> On Dec 22, 2010, at 4:19 PM, Edward J Hopkins wrote:
> 
> > Melanie:
> > Thanks for the photo on STH 106 (now 138).  John Young and I were trying to figure out when the picture would have been taken; the way the length of the shadows plus the sun's intensity would almost suggest later rather than earlier.  (I wonder if this picture was taken on an east-west stretch of highway between Oregon and Stoughton, or on a north-south section south of Stoughton.) We were also interested in the amount of snow that was on the ground. 
> > I am enclosing a comma-delimited file that shows the daily new snowfall and the snow on the ground or snow cover (all in inches) from the US Wea Bureau Office at North Hall for the months of Dec 1928 through Apr 1929.    
> > Note that two major snowfalls had occurred as I said in early Jan 1929 and at the end of March 1929.  However, more interestingly is the snow on the ground -- more than 15 inches of snow cover was reported from 18 Jan 1929 through 3 March, culminating in 20.5 inches following the snowstorm that moved through Wisconsin and dropped 4.5 inches on 25 Feb 1929.
> > (So, after looking at the daily weather maps and attempting to find a clear day following a snowfall, John and I could be led to believe that the picture could have been taken about the 26th of Feb or so.)
> > In addition, I found that looking at statewide averages, the entire winter of 1928-1929 saw a statewide average of 62.6 inches of snow, making that winter the 11th snowiest winter since the 1891-92 winter (and I'm counting thru 2009-2010). Furthermore, a statewide average of 28.9 inches fell across the state in Jan 1929, which remains the snowiest January since 1895; (Note: Jan 1982 came in with 26.5 inches for second place). 
> > For Madison, 59.0 inches of snow fell in the 1928-29 winter, which ranks in 18th place since snowfall records began in 1884-85.  The Madison snowfall for Jan 1929 was 31.8 inches, which also remains the snowiest January in Madison history (28.6 inches in Jan 1898 was the second snowiest). 
> > Ed
> > PS -- I think Jack is enjoying his retirement.  His kids are having a B-Day party for him tomorrow nite and he's going to the Rose Bowl.
> > EJH
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > On 12/21/10, Ed Hopkins  <hopkins@aos.wisc.edu> wrote:
> > 
> >> Melaine:
> >> I'm not sure which storm in 1929 that you referring to.  
> >> Madison had a 9.9 inch snowfall on 5 Jan 1929 from a storm that traveled
> >> from Texas to Lake Michigan, passing over Chicago.
> >> Madison also had a snowfall of 5.0 inches on 31 Mar 1929 and 2.9 inches on 
> >> 1 Apr 1929 (or 7.9 inches for a two-day total) from a storm that 
> >> traveled from the Texas Panhandle to Lake Erie and southern Ontario, passing
> >> across central Illinois.
> >> I didn't check out the 4.5 inches that fell on 25 Feb 1929.
> >> I hope that this info helps.
> >> Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
> >> Ed
> >> 
> >> You wrote:
> >> Hi Ed,
> >> I am planning to submit an historic photo from the historical society to the OREGON 
> >> OBSERVER for one of the January issues.  It is of a big snow storm, 1929, on Highway
> >> 106 (now 138).
> >> Do you have any information for 1929, any significant snow events?
> >> Hope all is well on your end.
> >> Thanks
> >> Melanie
> > <mw1929.csv>
Edward J Hopkins <ejhopkin@wisc.edu> 
12/27/2010 
Melanie:
Thanks for the photos.  Quite interesting. 
I've heard of stories about Feb 1936 -- I think Jack Duwe's folks had gone on their honeymoon to Milwaukee just before the first major snow. Also, my mother mentioned how she and her sister had to seek shelter at a farm house along USH 18 just west of Helenville in Jefferson Co as they were coming back to Madison from West Allis.
Anyway, I took a quick check of some of my historical weather files that I am building and found the following entries:  
... 3‑4 February 1936...Milwaukee had 9.6 inches of snow.  This snowfall, on top of nearly 10 inches already on the ground, was blown about by very high winds that produced huge drifts.  In some neighboring communities, complete abandonment of snow removal work occurred. Trains were stalled for more than 24 hours and automobile travelers were reported being marooned in farm homes for more than a week! (From MKX website)
... 8‑10 February 1936...Statewide blizzard ‑ severe drifting. (From MKX Website)  Blizzard conditions were reported from South Dakota through Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan.  This blizzard was responsible for one fatality in Wisconsin as a result of exposure. 
Where the MKX website was based upon
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/wiwx.php
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/climate/memsnow.php
Also  
Feb 1936 -- This was the coldest and snowiest February on record.  Fifty‑two degrees below zero was recorded at Cumberland, breaking the February state record by one degree.  High winds caused severe drifting, blocking highways and railways.  Many travelers were marooned on trains and in farmhouses.  Supplies of food and fuel became low in many towns.  A dust‑bearing snow was reported at Richland Center on February 8.  Below zero temperatures were reported at most stations every day from January 18 to February 22.  On February 22, Lake Michigan was frozen from Milwaukee across to Muskegon, MI.
This entry was something I had gotten from Frank Sechrist as part of a heavy snowstorm file (paper that I scanned) that he had his synoptic lab students do back about 1970. This was a paraphrase of the narrative from the Feb 1936 issue of "Climatological Data for Wisconsin." 
Our data files indicates:
Statewide average snowfall for Feb 1936 was 19.6 inches, which was the greatest Feb snowfall total (beginning in 1891) until 22.6 inches fell in Feb 1962; recently, 19.7 inches fell across the state in Feb 2008.
Madison had 17.9 inches of snow for Feb 1936, while Stoughton had 17.4 inches. 
I'm including the daily data for the last half of Jan 1936 and all of Feb 1936 for both Madison and Stoughton.  
Looks like more than 20 inches of snow were on the ground by midmonth -- with Stoughton reporting 30 inches. 
I took a look at the surface weather maps for 3-4 Feb and for 8-10 Feb 1936 from the NOAA Library collection (which requires a djvu reader):
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360203.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360204.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360209.djvu
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/dwm/1936/19360210.djvu
and yes, some snow and strong winds moved across Wisconsin with two storms.
I hope that this helps,
Ed

On 12/27/10, Melanie and Doug Woodworth  <mswddw@charter.net> wrote:

> Now I have some photos from the Feb. 1936 snowstorm in Oregon.    When you have time, I would appreciate any information on significant snow events in Feb. 1936.
> Thanks!
> Melanie
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> On Dec 22, 2010, at 4:19 PM, Edward J Hopkins wrote:
> 
> > Melanie:
> > Thanks for the photo on STH 106 (now 138).  John Young and I were trying to figure out when the picture would have been taken; the way the length of the shadows plus the sun's intensity would almost suggest later rather than earlier.  (I wonder if this picture was taken on an east-west stretch of highway between Oregon and Stoughton, or on a north-south section south of Stoughton.) We were also interested in the amount of snow that was on the ground. 
> > I am enclosing a comma-delimited file that shows the daily new snowfall and the snow on the ground or snow cover (all in inches) from the US Wea Bureau Office at North Hall for the months of Dec 1928 through Apr 1929.    
> > Note that two major snowfalls had occurred as I said in early Jan 1929 and at the end of March 1929.  However, more interestingly is the snow on the ground -- more than 15 inches of snow cover was reported from 18 Jan 1929 through 3 March, culminating in 20.5 inches following the snowstorm that moved through Wisconsin and dropped 4.5 inches on 25 Feb 1929.
> > (So, after looking at the daily weather maps and attempting to find a clear day following a snowfall, John and I could be led to believe that the picture could have been taken about the 26th of Feb or so.)
> > In addition, I found that looking at statewide averages, the entire winter of 1928-1929 saw a statewide average of 62.6 inches of snow, making that winter the 11th snowiest winter since the 1891-92 winter (and I'm counting thru 2009-2010). Furthermore, a statewide average of 28.9 inches fell across the state in Jan 1929, which remains the snowiest January since 1895; (Note: Jan 1982 came in with 26.5 inches for second place). 
> > For Madison, 59.0 inches of snow fell in the 1928-29 winter, which ranks in 18th place since snowfall records began in 1884-85.  The Madison snowfall for Jan 1929 was 31.8 inches, which also remains the snowiest January in Madison history (28.6 inches in Jan 1898 was the second snowiest). 
> > Ed
> > PS -- I think Jack is enjoying his retirement.  His kids are having a B-Day party for him tomorrow nite and he's going to the Rose Bowl.
> > EJH
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > On 12/21/10, Ed Hopkins  <hopkins@aos.wisc.edu> wrote:
> > 
> >> Melaine:
> >> I'm not sure which storm in 1929 that you referring to.  
> >> Madison had a 9.9 inch snowfall on 5 Jan 1929 from a storm that traveled
> >> from Texas to Lake Michigan, passing over Chicago.
> >> Madison also had a snowfall of 5.0 inches on 31 Mar 1929 and 2.9 inches on 
> >> 1 Apr 1929 (or 7.9 inches for a two-day total) from a storm that 
> >> traveled from the Texas Panhandle to Lake Erie and southern Ontario, passing
> >> across central Illinois.
> >> I didn't check out the 4.5 inches that fell on 25 Feb 1929.
> >> I hope that this info helps.
> >> Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
> >> Ed
> >> 
> >> You wrote:
> >> Hi Ed,
> >> I am planning to submit an historic photo from the historical society to the OREGON 
> >> OBSERVER for one of the January issues.  It is of a big snow storm, 1929, on Highway
> >> 106 (now 138).
> >> Do you have any information for 1929, any significant snow events?
> >> Hope all is well on your end.
> >> Thanks
> >> Melanie
> > <mw1929.csv>


See http://oregonareahistoricalsociety.org/oregons-geologicalglacial-past/ 
https://wgnhs.uwex.edu/about/introduction/
https://wgnhs.uwex.edu/wisconsin-geology/major-landscape-features/green-bay-lobe/
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